
Dear Governor Andrew Cuomo & MTA Chairman/CEO Joseph Lhota,

 On behalf of The Clergy Campaign for Social and Economic Justice, a multi-faith not  for profit  
organization representing approximately 4,000 faith institutions, congregations and clergy leadership 
throughout the City of New York and Long Island, we oppose the MTA's agenda of expanding ‘One-
Person Train Operation’ (OPTO) and the introduction of Part-Time Bus Operators.

 While the MTA currently uses OPTO on shuttles and on the G train during nights and weekends, 
these trains only use four (4) cars when in operation. Expanding OPTO to full length trains increases the 
risk to passengers while they are entering or exiting the trains, greatly raises the difficulties and hazards 
involved if a train must  be evacuated in the event  of an emergency, and makes it  harder for a passenger 
who needs assistance to obtain it. This is especially important  at  a time when the level of crime is rising 
on the subway. We believe that  the presence of uniformed conductors on New York City Transit  Authority 
trains is vital for the safety and assistance of the riding public, especially on full-length trains.

 We also strongly disapprove of the MTA's desire to introduce Part-Time Bus Operators, which we 
believe puts the safety of the peoples of our communities at risk as they travel to work or school. Unable 
to support  families on part-time work, these Bus Operators are likely to work two or three jobs. This, in 
turn, will make them more prone to fatigue and to accidents which will have a significant impact on rider 
safety.

 It  must  be noted and understood, we vigorously support full-time unionized transit work, which 
has sustained the families of our congregations and driven the growth of sustainable middle class families 
in our communities for decades. These jobs are especially important  to us because solid jobs with good 
wages and benefits have largely vanished in NYC. Transit work provides great opportunities for our 
congregations and communities, and opening up the door to part-time work jeopardizes the long-term 
economic health of the communities that we represent.

 Governor Cuomo and MTA President/CEO Joe Lhota, we respectfully petition that  you withdraw 
your demands to remove conductors from our trains, and that  you ensure that Bus Operator's and all other 
transit employment opportunities continue to be full-time throughout  our entire transit system. Our 
congregations and communities depend on the transit  system to support  their families, it is the life blood 
of our local economies and maintaining a reliable and dynamic transit infrastructure is the only way to 
sustain a vibrant middle class that will keep our city thriving well into the future.

 With faith and sincerity,

 The Clergy Campaign for Social and Economic Justice

The Clergy Campaign for Social and Economic Justice



Signed by the following committed religious and faith communities:

The Rt. Reverend Bishop Dr. Raymond H. Rufen-Blanchette, STM, DD, PhD
Executive Chairman
The Clergy Campaign for Social and Economic Justice
Bishop General Secretary & Prelate Consul
United Churches for Kingdom Building

The Most Rev. Apostle Dr. Victor Clark-Hinds, STM, DD, PhD
Archbishop & Prelate 
United Churches for Kingdom Building
Bishop Primate
World Assemblies of Restoration

United Churches for Kingdom Building

The Rt. Reverend Bishop Orlando Findlayter 
Senior Pastor
New Hope Christian Fellowship
Chairman
Churches United to Save and Heal (CUSH)
Chairman & CEO
New Hope Academy Charter School

Reverend Gabriel Salguero
President
The Lambs Church
President
The National Latino Evangelical Coalition

Reverend Juan Carlos Morales 
Assemblies of God Five Gospel Assembly
Micah Fellow/ Micah Institute NYTS
Clergy Organizer 
RWDSU
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The Rev. Stephen Phelps
Sr. Interim Minister 
The Riverside Church

The Rev. Robert B. Coleman
Minister 
The Riverside Church

The Collegiate Churches of New York

Rev. Dr. Raymond Rivera
Executive Director 
Latino Pastoral Action Center 

Dr. Anne Klaeysen
Leader 
New York Society for Ethical Culture

Lisel Burns
Leader Emerita
Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture
Co-chair
National Ethical Action Committee
American Ethical Union

Catherine Bordeau
Leader
Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture

Curt Collier
Leader 
NY Society for Ethical Culture
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Dr. Joseph Chuman
Leader
Bergen Ethical Society

Dr. Robert Berson
Leader
Northern Westchester Ethical Society

Mark D. Wise, M.Div.
Leader in Training 
American Ethical Union

Hugh Taft Morales
Leader 
Baltimore and Philadelphia Ethical Societies

Mary Herman
Leader
Washington (DC) Ethical Society

Rabbi Ellen Lippmann

Rev. Peter Goodwin Heltzel, PhD 
Associate Professor of Theology & Director
Micah Institute, New York Theological Seminary

Rabbi Ari Weiss
Uri L'Tzedek

Rabbi Aryeh Berstein
Yeshivat Mechon Hadar

Rev. Doris Johnson
Pastor
Holy Ghost Upper Room Ministries
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Minister Reinaldo Daniel Diaz

Bishop Ronald Bailey
Senior Pastor
Love Gospel Assembly Church

The Reverend Julio Rivera
Senior Pastor
Sanctuary Church

Elder Wimouth Seaton

Minister Patricia Malcolm

Min. Faithlyn Morrison

Rev. Gilford Monrose

Rev. Derreck Allen

Bishop Lubin Moise

Rev. Verold Matthew

Minister Maria Tuitt

Rev. Karen Champion

Rev. Eilalee Mighty

Rev. John Pier Usungu

Rev. Lennox Abrigo

Apostle Leeds
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Rev. Lorenzo Williamson

Archbishop Huey Rogers
Senior Pastor
Greater Bible Way Temple

The Most Rev. Bishop L. Herve Querry
North American Old Roman Catholic Church

The Rt. Reverend Bishop Ricardo R. D. Harewood
Bishop & Senior Pastor 
Battle Zone Revelation Apostolic Ministries

The Rev. Terry Michael Lee
Senior Pastor
By-Ways and Hedges Youth for Christ Ministries
Chairman
Community Concerns Network

Rev. Justine Emenike
Senior Pastor
New Life Redemption Church

Rev. Dr. Robert M. Waterman
Senior Pastor
Antioch Baptist Church

The Rt. Rev. Marcos A. Miranda
Commanding Officer
New York State Chaplin Taskforce

Rev. James Thornton
Senior Pastor
Salem Missionary Baptist Church
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Rev. Dr. Henry Bolden 
Senior Pastor 
Greater Eternal Baptist Church

Rev. Sharon Williams
Senior Pastor
Baptist International Mission Church

The Venerable Bhikkhu Bodhi
Chuang Yen Monastery

Queens Clergy United for Community Empowerment

Archbishop Russell James 
Senior Pastor
One Offering Tabernacle Fellowship

Imam Talib Abdur-Rashid 
The Mosque of Islamic Brotherhood
Muslim Alliance in North America

Rev. Larry W. Davidson 
Pastor 
Harvest Revival Full Gospel Baptist Church

Resurrection Celebration Center

The Rev. Dr. Donna Schaper
Senior Minister
Judson Memorial Church

The Reverend Paul Meyer
Occupy Faith NYC

Brooklyn Congregations United
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Bishop Wilbur Jones
Senior Pastor
Beulah Pentecostal Church

The Reverend John Merz 
Rector
Ascension Episcopal Church

Rev. W. K Alexander 
Ancient Divine Theological Baptist Church

Brooklyn Tabernacle Deliverance Center

Bishop James F. Copeland

The Reverend Samuel Hustin
Pastor 
Brown Memorial Baptist Church

The Reverend Franc Belizaire 
Senior Pastor
First Haitian Pentecostal Church

Bishop Ithiel Clemmons 
First Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction of Eastern New York Church of God in Christ

The Reverend Tonya Owens
Senior Pastor
Calvary Baptist Church

Bishop Angelo Rosario
CEO 
Bronx Clergy Task Force
Faith and Community Human Services Office 
Church of God’s Children
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Bishop Nancy Rosario
Bishop
Church of God's Children

Pastor Ty 
Harvest Church International

Reverend Carl Deflorimonte
Pastor
Tabernacle of Praise Fellowship

Reverend Derida Deflorimonte
Pastor
Tabernacle of Praise Fellowship

Reverend Mark Chapman
Pastor
Hollis Presbyterian Church

Dr. Osei, 
Senior Pastor
Universal Calvary Healing and Deliverance Church

Reverend Renee Farmer
Pastor
God's Vineyard Church

Pastor Doug Cunningham
New Day Church
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