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November 29, 2018 

	
DECISION	

	
	 	 	 	 	

 Protest TWUS-13-18  
Ballot pick up procedures 

 

 By email dated November 20, 2018, Elizabeth Rodriguez, on behalf of the 

Transport Workers United Slate, filed a protest with the Elections Committee 

alleging that the procedures for the pick up ballots from the Post Office are 

contrary to Department of Labor rules. She asserts that all ballots should be left 

at the Post Office and not picked up until the morning of December 5. The 

Counsel to the Elections Committee denied her protest. While she did not appeal 

that denial to me, I will treat her various emails, some of which were copied to 

me, as a protest under the Election Rules.  

 

 The protest is untimely. The Election Rules, which were sent to all 

members in July, state that the eligibility checks would be begun by the AAA on 

November 26. Obviously the AAA would have to have possession of mailed in 

ballot envelopes in order to check for eligibility. Any protest over that procedure 

would have to have been filed within 48 hours of receiving the Election Rules.  

 

 Further, the American Arbitration Association is an independent national 

organization that provides election services to hundreds of unions. The 

procedures used by AAA for collecting and counting ballots have been used for 

many years, in many past TWU Local 100 elections and in elections conducted 

by AAA for many other unions. The LMRDA regulations specifically allow for 



independent agencies such as AAA to conduct elections. The informational 

brochure to which the protester refers, which does not carry the force of law or 

regulation, applies to unions that conduct their own elections. There is no 

evidence that the AAA procedures protested favor one slate or candidate over 

another or are not sufficient to safeguard the ballots. 

  

 The protest is denied. 

 

 In accordance with the International Constitution and the Election Rules, 

any interested party unsatisfied with this determination may appeal to the 

Transport Workers Union of America Committee on Appeals.  Any appeal shall 

be in writing and shall be filed in accordance with the procedure set forth in 

Article IV(B)(9) of the Election Rules and Article XXII of the International 

Constitution for the appeal to the International from decisions of Local Unions. 
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