
Barbara	C.	Deinhardt,	Esq.	
Neutral	Monitor	
52	Third	Street	

Brooklyn,	NY			11231	
917-763-0906	

718-855-2933	(fax)	
neutralmonitor@gmail.com	

	
December 17, 2018 

 
DECISION 

 
     

 Protest TWUS-17-18 post 
Ballot tampering 

 

 By email dated December 5, 2018, the Transport Workers United Slate, 

filed a protest alleging that “the similarity and ink on track ballots suggesting they 

were marked by the same person or persons.” 

 

By email dated December 5, 2018, following the close of the count, 

Elizabeth Rodriguez, on behalf of the Transport Workers United Slate, filed a 

protest alleging that the “consistent markings” on the MaBSTOA Division I and II 

and Maintenance of Way Division ballots appear “too identical.” Protester alleges 

that “someone committed election fraud on the count.” 

 

Upon receipt of the first protest, I conducted a review of the Track Division 

ballots in the presence of the protester. The protester states that the X’s in the 

slate boxes for the Stand United Slate all looked the same. I do not agree. It is 

true that by virtue of the fact that the slate boxes were marked with an X inside 

the slate box, many looked similar, but I did not see evidence of forgery.  Without 

any supporting evidence that someone marked and submitted multiple ballots, I 

do not find that the protester submitted sufficient evidence of a violation of the 

Election Rules. I note that the TWUS filed a similar protest in 2015, alleging that 

someone must have collected and marked multiple ballots because a majority of 

the X’s in the SUS slate boxes appeared similar. That protest was denied. 



 

As to the MaBSTOA I and II and Maintenance of Way ballots, an 

unsupported general allegation that the ballots had “consistent markings” and 

appeared “too similar” is not sufficient to support an investigation into the ballots.  

 

Both protests are denied. 

 

 In accordance with the International Constitution and the Election Rules, 

any interested party unsatisfied with this determination may appeal to the 

Transport Workers Union of America Committee on Appeals.  Any appeal shall 

be in writing and shall be filed in accordance with the procedure set forth in 

Article IV(B)(9) of the Election Rules and Article XXII of the International 

Constitution for the appeal to the International from decisions of Local Unions. 
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