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Strained States Turning to Laws to Curb Labor Unions
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Faced with growing budget deficits and restive taxpayers, elected RECOMMEND
officials from Maine to Alabama, Ohio to Arizona, are pushing new TWITTER
legislation to limit the power of labor unions, particularly those COMMVENTS (784)
representing government workers, in collective bargaining and il
politics. SEND TO PHONE
Entarge This Image  State officials from both parties are ERNT
' wrestling with ways to curb the salaries SINGLE PAGE
and pensions of government REPRNTS
employees, which typically make up a SHARE

significant percenta'ge of state budgets.
On Wednesday, for example, New
York’s new Democratic governor,
Andrew M, Cuomo, is expected to call
., foraone-year salary freeze for state workers, a move that
g - B~ would save $200 million to $400 million and challenge
M""v’:"a:‘:"&"' The New YorkTmss  )ahor’s traditional clout in Albany.

govemnor of Wisconsin, is fhreatening 5
0 take away govemment workers’ right  But in some cases — mostly in states with Republican

to form unions and bargain coracs.  gouermors and Republican statehouse majorities — officials
e are seeking more far-reaching, structural changes that

h % would weaken the bargaining power and political influence
Cuomo, Before Seeking a Wage . . o 5
Freeze, Says He Will Cut His Salary of unions, including private sector ones.
5% (January 4, 2011)
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For example, Republican lawmakers in Indiana, Maine,
Missouri and seven other states plan to introduce
legislation that would bar private sector nnions from forcing
workers they represent to pay dues or fees, reducing the
flow of funds into union treasuries. In Ohio, the new
Republican governor, following the precedent of many other
states, wants to ban strikes by public school teachers.

Enlarge This Image

Some new governors, most notably Scott Walker of
Wisconsin, are even threatening to take away government
workers’ right to form unions and bargain contracts.

“We can no longer live in a society where the public
employees are the haves and taxpayers who foot the bills

u:

. :5&(8'\0"’@0‘“ mages ; o b
Garald McEntee, president of the are the have-nots,” Mr. Walker, a Republican, said in a
American Federation of State, County  gpeech, “The bottom line is that we are going to look at

nd Municipal Employ
: = = every legal means we have to try to put that balance more

(Continued on reverse side) on the side of taxpayers.” EEr

Many of the proposals may never become law. But those



that do are likely to reduce union influence in election
campaigns, with reverberations for both parties.

In the 2010 elections, Republicans emerged with seven
more governor’s mansions and won control of the legislature in 26 states, up from 14. That
swing has put unions more on the defensive than they have been in decades.

But it is not only Republicans who are seeking to rein in unions. In addition to Mr. Cuomo,
California’s new Democratic governor, Jerry Brown, is promising to review the benefits
received by government workers in his state, which faces a more than $20 billion budget
shortfall over the next 18 months.

“We will also have to look at our system of pensions and how to ensure that they are
transparent and actuarially sound and fair — fair to the workers and fair to the taxpayers,”
Mr. Brown said in his inaugural speech on Monday.

Many of the state officials pushing for union-related changes say they want to restore some
balance, arguing that unions have become too powerful, skewing political campaigns with
their large war chests and throwing state budgets off kilter with their expensive pension
plans.

But labor leaders view these efforts as political retaliation by Republicans upset that unions
recently spent more than $200 million to defeat Republican candidates.

“I see this as payback for the role we played in the 2010 elections,” said Gerald W.
McEntee, president of the American Federation of State, County and Munici pal Employees,
the main union of state employees. Mr. McEntee said in October that his union was
spending more than $90 million on the campaign, largely to help Democrats.

“Now there’s a bull's-eye on our back, and they’re out to inflict pain,” he said.

In an internal memorandum, the A.F.L.-C.1.O. warned that in 16 states, Republican
lawmakers would seek to starve public sector unions of money by requiring each
government worker to “opt in” before that person’s dues money could be used for political
activities.

“In the long run, if these measures deprive unions of resources, it will cut them off at their
knees. They’ll melt away,” said Charles E. Wilson, a law professor at Ohio State University.

Of all the new governors, John Kasich, Republican of Ohio, appears to be planning the
most comprehensive assault against unions. He is proposing to take away the right of
14,000 state-financed child care and home care workers to unionize. He also wants to ban
strikes by teachers, much the way some states bar strikes by the police and firefighters.

“If they want to strike, they should be fired,” Mr. Kasich said in a speech. “They’ve got
good jobs, they’ve got high pay, they get good benefits, a great retirement. What are they
striking for?”
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Jeopardized Workers, Public’
I'WU Blasts “Iransit’ For
Bumbling Snow Response
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ders to drive down unplowed streets,
and Mr. Patafio agreed. “You put a bus

By FLORA FAIR

City Bus Operators were literally
left out in the cold following last
week’s snowstorm, and unions blame
bad decisions by manafament.

Dumping up to two feet of snow in
some boroughs, the storm and its af-
termath stranded a total of 1,029 bus-
es when it hit the city. In the hours
and days that followed, snowdrifts
and clogged streets kept many of
those buses stranded—and the driv-
ers along with them.

Bus operators were told by their
command center to stay with their ve-
hicles and leave them running to
avoid the possibility of stalling.

‘Total System Failure’

Transport Workers Union Local 100
Brooklyn Division Chair J.P. Patafio
described the situation as a “total sys-
tem failure,” saying that some opera-
tors were told to stay with their buses
until they ran out of fuel. Commuters
would get off the bus, and operators
would stay on—often for hours,

“Pve had members stuck on buses
for 30 hours that are depending on the
kindness of strangers to use their
bathrooms and for food,” Mr. Patafio
said. One Bus Operator, he continued,
asked for an ambulance to get him be-
cause he was feeling ill, until MTA of-
ficials eventually picked him up.
for Local 100, experienced the same
problems for depots in The Bronx and
upper Manhattan. Among the three de-
pots Mr. Austin oversees, six operators
were stuck on buses for more than 24
hours, with five additional operators
stuck between 12 and 14 hours. There
were also dozens of buses left stranded.

MTA officials say it was a perfect

storm of weather and tough logistics
that created the delays. e rate of
SNOW plus the winds, which caused
the drifts to pile up, really caused a
standstill with all the buses on the
road,” spokeswoman Deirdre Parker
said. “It's just been very difficult to get
all of the streets clear.”

‘Transit’ Slow to Mobilize

Compounding the problems was
that bggv York City it execu-
tives did not shift from their mildest
response protocol for bad weather to
their most-urgent, which mobilizes
regular staff and emergency workers,
until 11 a.m. Dec. 26, after the snow
had begun falling, according to The
New York Times.

Ms. Parker said that the day before
the snow began, the MTA put chains
on articulated buses and those that
were going to run during the night.
But union officials disagree.

“They do not have chains; they have
what’s called ‘spring-loaded devices,’”
Mr. Austin said. “That is good for
mz.ﬂbe 2 to 3 inches. Anything over 3
inches, those spring-loaded coils do not
drive safely in the streets. The MTA
will call them chains, but they are not.”

He also blamed management’s or-

on the road without chains and there’s
a blizzard, and everyone knows that
this storm is laying down 2-3 feet of
snow. You know it's coming and you
don’t start calling buses in by Sunday
night. What do you do?” he said.

" Mayor Cites Abandoned Vehicles

Mayor Bloomberg said in a press re-
lease that the biggest challenge dur-
ing the storm was stuck and aban-
doned vehicles, including buses and
ambulances. “These abandoned vehi-
cles are making it very difficult for our
plows to move as quickly as they usu-
ally do, and that is one of the real dif-
ferences between this storm and past
ones that we've dealt with,” he said.

However severe the weather, Local
100 said transit officials are to blame
for how it was handled. “The response
from the MTA was terrible,® Mr.
Austin said Dee. 28, when service
problems were still rampant. “I've
been involved in these storms since
’91. When things of that nature hap-
pen, we would normally get together
and do an assessment of what is pass-
able and what’s not. That didn’t hap-
pen this time...The people on the
ground should be consulted also.”

Even after many of the buses were
cleared off the roads, operators could-
n't drop off and pick up passengers at
bus stops covered with snow. “We’re
actually part of the congestion right
now because we have to stop in the
middle of the street,” Mr. Austin said.

Though the decision to leave driv-
ers on their buses overnight in the
cold may not be a violation of contract
rules, Mr. Patafio called it “a violation
of common sense.”

There could be a policy change go-
ing forward, and union officials be-
lieve that TWU will ask all members
who feel that their contractual rights
were violated to weigh in. “The Bus
Operator’s health and safety is the
most important thin%; Mr. Patafio
said. “We're Eing to have to revisit
this issue with the Transit Authority
because whatever procedure they had
in place didn't work, and they put
members and the public in jeopardy.”
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h some schedule signs like this one ha been in-
s short of the goal of equipping every station,

Lost $500M of taxpayer
'money on boondoggle

fexciusive

8y HEATHER HADDON

This rrain still hasn't
ieft the station.

More than a decade
after the MTA pledged o
transform.  the  subway
data network, the equip-
ment is still busted and
the  multimillion-dollar
grice 1ag is growing.

The 5520 million boon-
dogele has skyrocketed
from the original estimate
ol 5324 million, according
to a Post analysis of tran-
sit budget dacuments,
and it will take another
pile of cash for it to go
rully live — if it ever
does.

In 2000, the MTA an-
nounced it would revolu-

tionize the subwav's in-
formation grid, with a
new fiber-optic network,
SECurity cameras. more
PA systems, digital train-
arrival boards. and 2 cen-
tralized way to monitor
trains.

And while riders were
hit with four fare in-
creases in the decade
since. and two troubled
firms made millions on
thr.- projec contracts,
the S}'nclm)mzed Optical
Network (SONET) has
continued to stall.

“No one looked at the
bigger picture.” said one
transit  source. “There
shouid have been a com-
?rehenswe planning ef-

The first $112 million
contract was awarded to
a consortium between the
German engineering giant

Slcmens and a partner-
Eo of E.A. chhnolng:es
ng Island and Petro-

elh Electric of Queens.

Problems quickly
mounted, inclu

W Servers fried in un-
derground storage rooms,
where temperatures can
climb to 120 degrees.

B Ten-year-old fiber-
optic cables couldn’t hold
up under the strain of the
new network,

B The server cabinets
in manv stations would

suddenly start rolling,
and server batteries died
or exploded.

Meanwhile, the subcon-
m:iltuhm wlr% bdeaimg
with heavy baggage.

In 2006, the engineering
brain behind E.A. Tech-
nologies, Charles Boyce,
became increasingly con-
cerned that the compa-

railed

Contractor Santo

4

Petrocelli has

pleaded guilty to making payoffs for city work.

ny’'s co-owner, Edward
Willner. could not “ade-
quately perform” work he
solicited from the MTA.
according to a suit he
filed in Manhattan Su-
preme Court in 2009.
Willner used an undis-
closed amount of com-
pany money to pay for his
S134,100 home in Wading
River, NY, another pad in

the Ritz Carlton Resi- -

dences in Florida, and in-
ternational travel and car
trips for him and his wife,
the suit alleges. He is.also
accused of making undis-
closed loans to himself
and propping up the com-

pany with his own check-
book.

Meanwhile, the head of
Petrocelli Electric, Santo
Petrocelli Sr.. 75, pleaded
guilty to paying off a cor-
rupt union official for city
lighting contracts in 2009.

The MTA said the first
phasc of SONET was ac-
cepted last year and it is
running “as intended.”
Transit officials have said
they are closely watching
money spent on SONET
and addressing problems
with the contractors as
they come up.

hhaddon@&nypost.com

T
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By FLORA FAIR the burden squarely on his own shoul-  sham said. “We did not adequately
“You have to hang a chicken to scare ders calling it a “senior management support that need' over the }'E&l‘ﬁ.”.
the monkeys.” failure” that he inherited when he be- - Kluger, who is currently working

That was City Councilman Peter
Koo’s advice to top officials of New
York City Transit, which has been
dealing with allegations of signal-in-
spection fraud for at least a decade,
but has yet to fix the problem or even
identify the culprits. Mr. Koo (R-
Queens), like other Council Members,
insisted during a Jan. 6 hearing that
people must be held accountable if
they hoged to stop the practice.

The Council Transportation Com-
mittee called for ;.m}]l]earing on the
scandal following a December report
from Metropolitan Transportation
Authority Inspector General Barry
Kluger that transit employees were
falsifying inspection documents and
not completing the signal work to en-
sure train safety and prevent delays.

‘Widespread Fraud’

The committee heard testimony
from transit officials and union mem-
bers, as well as one former employee

came president in December 2009,
but one thatﬁk;:n;'as ultimately re-
sponsible for fixing.

He also said he convened a task
force in response to the latest IG re-
port, and it found no correlation be-
tween the falsified records and train
delays or impaired safety over the last *
decade. It also found that
false records appear to have been
spread throughout the system, point-
ing to a “culture” of falsification in-
grained in the workplace.

“We created a culture that reward-
ed and endorsed improper behaviors.
That’s where the blame should lie,” he
said, adding that newly a;%gomted
Chief Electrical Officer Wynton
Habersham was looking into it.

Mr, Habersham also testified, say-
ing that the MTA set a goal to have
the signals serviced at a 95-percent
rate—meaning on a given day, 95 per-
cent of them are up-to-date on their
maintenance and inspection. Cur-
rently, he said, the -signal mainte-

‘many managers an

with the Manhattan District Attor-
ney’s office on the investigation, sent
a letter to the City Council outlining
his concerns. “The people who were
identified as being involved. in this
falsification problem continue to be on
the MTA payroll and continued in
their roles for many, many years,” the
letter said.

Looking for Repeat Offenders

“Do we have people now doing in-
spections who were the subject of pre-
vious IG reports?” asked Mr. Vacca. Mr.
Prendergast countered that allega-
tions made during gast cases against

supervisors could
hot be confirmed. “If we find complici-
ty, we're not going to give them a pass,”
he said. “We must go through the en-
tire organization to see if any one of
the senior managers, middle managers
or supervision was involved in one of
the earlier investigations.”

Mr. Prendergast warned that re-

who claimed_ he i_iled a complaint pance is bei erformed at a 77-per- moving workers at this point would

about false signal-inspection records cent rate, e switch maintenance | fiyrther threaten the inteépl?ity of safe-

back in 1989. . at a 70-percent rate, ty inspections, but this did not sit well
Committee Chair James Vacca (D- with the committee.

NY) said that the IG reports-—from Remove Unrealistic Targets “I do not want people who are un-

2000, 2006, and now 2010—indicate
whistleblowers over the last 10 years
have identified “widespread fraud
within the MTA inspection system,”
indicating that hundreds of signals in
the system were not inspected.

NYC Transit President Thomas
Prendergast said that Mr. Kluger
called last July to inform him about
several anonymous complaints of fal-
sifying inspection records, and told
him that the investigation could lead
to criminal findings.

Though transit officials can’t say
exactly how many inspection docu-
ments were falsified, Mr. Prendergast
said that at the time of the 2006 1G
investigation, as many as 90 percent
of all signal-inspection documents
contained some kind of falsification.
At this point, he said, the number is
down to 60 percent.

‘My Job to Fix It’
When asked who was responsible

| for the mess, Mr. Prendergast placed

Transit officials presented a Signal
Maintenance Recovery Plan devel-
0 by the task force. It included
short- and long-term plans to improve
gignal work, but remained vague on a
timeline. In addition to the , the
task force recommended t NYC
Transit officials make it clear that
there would be no punitive action for
not completing unrealistic amounts of
signal-inspection work. Union mem-
bers have said repeatedly that there
was not enough staff to complete the
ingpections, and assignments would
often include more inspections than
could be completed. The agency has
about 900 Signal Maintainers and
200 Signal Helpers inspecting the
subway system’s 15,000 signals.

In 2002 and 2007, transit employ-
ees, including a signal-inspection
worker, were killed while wol:'ﬂmg on
subway tracks. “In order to protect
our employees on the right of Wa&lt
required more employees,” Mr. Haber-

der a cloud being put in charge of in-
8 ing signals on our trains,” Mr.

acca said. “No one can tell me that
these individuals are so needed by our
system that no one else has the capac-
ity on an interim basis to assure our
safety. It really bothers me that these
people are still there. Some of them
are there from 2000.”

“If you falsify a report, it'’s a crime
and you should be fired,” said Council
Member Jessica Lappin (D-Manhat-
tan). “I don’t care how good you are at
maintaining that signal.”

There was also some discussion
about the barcodes used to scan sig-
nal equipment fo record an inspec-

(Continued on reverse side)
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The Chief-Leader/Andrew Hinderakor
‘A GUN TO THE HEAD: TWU Local 100 President John Samuelsen
blamed falsified signal-inspection records on management,
rs‘putaguntothehendofﬁigna!hluintainan’todp
inspection work that hadn’t been completed.

perviso

tion. Past IG reports stated that these
barcodes were bei g)mmmpied s0
they couldbes m anywhere,
without having to go to the actual site.
But Transport Workers Union Local
100 President John Samuelsen insist-
ed that this problem was limited to
non-union management.

Wants Joint Review Panel

Mr. Samuelsen also jumped on the
fact that no signal maintainer was
told of the task force or asked to be a
part of it. Calling the task force “illog-
ical” he said Local 100 was recom-
mending the formation of a Signal
Safety rsight and Review Com-
mittee with union reps, as well as a

Mr. Samuelsen called the signal-in-

Bul-
on

mork the “most difficult and
job in the subway system,”
and one that required the most diffi-
cult training. He pointed to a constant
tension between safety and stats.

“At the heart of this matter is a se-
vere deficiency in the number of Sig-
nal Maintainers that would be re-
quired to do their inspections,” he
said, blaming senior mmmgemant for
putting pressure on field manage-
ment, which then trickled down to sig-
nal workers. He also warned that once
scrutiny eased, the same habits would
re-aj

e Transit Authority is covering

ing to railroad my

members,” said Rapid Transit

Operations Vice President in Har-
rington. “They don't care.”

‘Going on Since 89

But the most surprising was the
testimony from former MTA si in-
:Eector d C , ' who

e lead whistleblower in a similar
case with the IGs office more than 20
g:;a ago. “Tm horrified that there’s

no mention that this has been
going on since 1989,” he said duri
testimony. According to Mr. Cymbal-
sky, he was demo several times as
a result of his efforts to uncover wide-
inspection falsification at the
'A. “Where's the 1989 report, Coun-
cilman? That's what I want to know,”
he said.

No one seemed to have an answer.
s

pmen orma’ y5-
tem (SEE[:g;nuaod to record i ions
of the signals is outdated and in need
of ent. Transit officials point-
ed to this database as the reason they
couldn’t accurately tell how inspec-
tions were conducted. They also said
it would take incredible effort to go
back through a decade of records to
find out which had been falsified.

“This is a credibility problem with
theMTA,qndyouknuwtheM’I‘Ahas
many credibility problems,” Mr. Vacca
anid mnromising a followup hearing
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the money train

ere’s how Gov. Cuomo
can get a good start on
his pledges to reform the
budget and restore confi-
dence in the honesty of
state government: by creating a
lockbox guaranteeing that funds
intended for mass transit are
spentsolely on mass transit.

Over the years, various state
laws that created “dedicated”
transit funds guaranteed that they
would be spent for the “sole pur-
pose” of supporting public transit.
Last year, former Gov. David
Paterson and the Legislature
broke this public promise. They
smashed open the piggy bank and
took $143 million in transit fund-
ing for other purposes. This trig-
gered extensive cuts in bus and
subwayservice.

Cuomo must make sure that
doesn’t happen again. Yes, times
are very tough, and the state faces
ahuge budget gap — a gap the gov-
ernor has pledged to close with-
outraising taxes.

But as a reformer, Cuomo
ought to know that creating a tax
for a special

BEOUR/GUEST '

BY GENE RUSSIANOFF
and PAUL STEELY WHITE

lions of city riders with longer
waits, more crowding and longer
trips. Commuter rail riders had
trains eliminated and stops added
to remaining trains. Paratransit
service for individuals with dis-
abilities has been made even less
convenient or, in some communi-
ties, eliminated completely.

Nobody likes paying taxes. But
the wide range of businesses and
people who pay dedicated transit
taxes generally accept them.
That'’s because, in one way or an-
other, they get what they pay for.
What the public will never and
should never support is seeing
their transit taxes spent to plug
the state’s huge budget gap.

The Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority isn’t swimming in
money; it’s struggling under a
huge Albany-imposed debt and.
like everyone else, a bad econo-
my. Because of the recession. the

MTA has al-
ready lost al-

purpose and  CUOMO MUSt Promise: mosts1 bitiion

then spending

in dedicated

it on some- No more raids on funds tax revenue.

thing else is
bad policy.

For example,

Not  only dEdicated to transit transit real es-

does raiding a

dedicated tax fuel public cyni-
cism, which could hardly be high-
er than it already is in New York,
but it shifts some of the high costs
of state government onto the
shoulders of transit riders and
downstate taxpayers.

There is no free lunch. The
money Albany takes out of dedi-
cated transit funds will result in
higher fares and expensive repairs
of a system hurt by deferred main-
tenance down the line.

Moreraids will also mean more
service cuts. That will create a
drag on the economy as employ-
ers have a smaller workforce to
draw on, and workers have to
spend more time getting around.

We don’t need to look at an-
cient history to prove this. The
last series of transit raids, just last
June, triggered the worst transit
service cuts in memory — axing 36
bus routes, closing 570 bus stops,
eliminating all or parts of three
subway lines and burdening mil-

tate taxes are

yielding $200
million less than projected and
corporate and sales taxes are re-
turning $100 million less.

The $160 million taken from
dedicated funds were insult to in-
jury — revenue diverted in addi-
tion to the decline in these taxes.
Now, thanks to three years of fare
hikes, city riders pay the highest
fareboxburden in the nation.

It's stunning: According to the
MTA. its riders will now pay near-
ly 60% of the costs of transit oper-
ating expenses — compared with a
national average of 37%, as calcu-
lated by the Federal Transit Ad-
ministration.

New Yorkers made Andrew
Cuomo governor because of his
promise to restore integrity and
accountability to Albany. Let's
start with honest budgeting that
keepsthe trains running on time,

Russianoff is staff attorney and
chief spokesman for the Straphang-
ers Campaign for NYPIRG. White is
executive director of Transportation
Alternatives.
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Union: Too Worried About OT |
“Transit’ Head: We Blew It
With Slow Snow Reaction

By FLORA FAIR and
RICHARD STEIER

New York City Transit President
Thomas Prendergast told a City Coun-
eponded s wostully b the Dec. 36 phs-
sponded so to i
zard because it was “lulled into a false
sense of security” about the weather
that prevented it from ordering maxi-
mum mobilization to cope with the
storm until it had severely compro-
mised both train and bus service.

Despite National Weather Service
warnings that the city would be hit by

they couldn’t get to their work loca-
tions—in because that order had
been invo just once in the past
decade or so, during a power
He acknowledged, however, that it was
a serious failure to not have taken that
step until after 650 buses were strand-
ed n snow and ice, saying, “We were
inTrzmg.:l;W kers Union Local 100
o’ nion
officials, in remarks made at a press

conference prior to the hearing and in
their own testimony, s:fmmal
concerns were a prime factor in the

m case the storm was so severe that
they had to be pressed into service.

Suggests Brains Froze, Too

“Supervisors and m ers were
prevented from i gr and re-
sponding to the storm because of top-
level policies” set by Metropolitan
Transportation Authority CEQO Jay
Wa]t%er, the union charged in a state-
ment.

The union’s chair for TA Surface
Maintenance, Joe Sclafani, said, “This

was a waste of man- and woman-
power that we ¥

Local 100 Vice President for Rapid
Transit Operations Kevin Harrington

11-16 inches of snow accompanied by
high winds, issued more than 18
hours before snow began ing on
the morning after Chris C
Transit did not move to mita gg
emergency strategy until near]
hours later, after snow began to build
:P and hundreds of buses and sever-

elevated subway trains stalled. Mr.
Prendergast said it was not until then
that he became aware that a previous-
ly used “situation room” for res -
ing to emergencies had been disband-
ed by a prior administration.

‘We Were Inundated’

At one point, when being questioned
angrily City Council Speaker
Christmeﬂréuinn, Mr. Prendergast re-
sponded, “I'm just as upset as you are.”

The agency’s Senior Vice President
of Buses, Daryl Irock, said it was slow
to issue a “red alert” for buses—allow-
ing drivers to report to other depots if

agency’s slow response, ing that
it was hesitant to pag significant
amounts of overtime for Bus and Train
Operators, mechanics, and subway
Signal Maintainers to be on stand-by

(Continued on reverse)
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‘THEY SACRIFICED PEOPLE’S SAFETY’: TWU Local 100 TA Surfac:
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(Continued from Page 1)

faulted management for not having
emergency diesel trains at hand in
case the third-rail froze, as it did in
several cases, most notably on the A
line, where a train wound up stalled
for seven hours along an above-
ground section of track in ;
“They sent a train with exactly the
same power to rescue it,” Mr. Harring-
ton said incredulously during a union
presg conference. “The third rail was
frozen, and that’s the power source.”

Chains Left in Box

A union safety ins r, Tommy
McNally, said he saw boxes of chains
sitting unused at the Ulmer Park de-

pot in Brooklyn, and claimed manage-
ment decided not to have them at-
tached to buses because it would have
entailed heavy overtime costs, since
two mechanics are needed in the
process, which takes about 30 min-
utes per bus. He said he saw buses
covered in snow being sent from the
Flatbush Depot without being cleaned,
which presented a safety hazard if
their roofs were covered with ice that
might fall off while they were travel-
ing through the streets.

“How could the MTA be so unpre-
pared?” thundered James Vacca, the
chair of the Council’s tion
Committee. “We are lucky no one lost
%Kyves in this storm related to the

Speaker Quinn, not known for pub-

lic di of temper, was furious
mndmst said he had not
bmu%t written testimony to the hear-
ing. “The New York City transit ?f'
tem failed the people of this city,” she
declared. “Blizzards don’t happen
every week, but it's not like a swarm
of _locusta'vcama into New York—some-
thing we've never experienced o

The NYC Transit President, who

admitted that the ency’seme%
plan does not include a section -
ing i with blizzards, said
that he has re-established an emer-
ke e e
oy in the run practice
Wﬁm?wumﬁmsm
was out of town when the storm
hit, Mr. Prendergast said he had slept
in his office for two nights while deal-
ing with it and did not return home
until that Tuesday.

TOM PRENDERGAST: ‘Lalled
into not mobilizing early.
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Cuomo Plan Trims MTA’s Budget by $100 Million

Bloomberg News

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority would see a $100 miillion cut to its $11.3 billion 2011 operating budget under
the financial plan released Tuesday by New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, the agency said. It vowed to fill that gap
without service cuts or fare hikes.

“Finding an additional $100 million in 2011 will be very painful, especially with sizable deficits still projected for 2012
and 2014. As we continue cost-cutting, further reductions become harder and harder to achieve,” the agency said in a
statement. “But we must fill this gap, and we will fill it without resorting to fare and toll increases or service cuts,
because our riders have already been hit with these painful measures over the past year.”

The MTA said it would “find additional cost-savings through efficiencies and improved productivity.”

The governor's proposed cuts start anew the cost-cutting process that occupied senior MTA management for much of
2010. The agency filled an $800 million gap last year with a mix of service reductions and administrative cost-cutting.

The MTA had been expecting a small surplus in 2011, on the heels of a net 7.5% fare increase that went into effect
Dec. 30. Another increase of the same size is scheduled for 2013. Still, the agency was already facing a $207 million
gap for 2012.

The cuts in Cuomo’s proposed budget come from a diversion of dedicated tax revenue to the state’s general fund.
Most of that money will pay debt service on bonds issued by the state for the MTA, but some would go toward other
spending.

“We generally think it’s good news for transit riders,” said Gene Russianoff, a staff lawyer with the Straphangers
Campaign, a subway-rider advocacy group. Still he said, “We're not happy that they’re diverting money from an
account that's supposed to go to transit needs.”

Russianoff said he's also worried that cost cutting could mean dirtier trains and stations and a more unpleasant transit-
riding experience. “You've got to watch them like hawks, because | think to most riders whether the station is clean is
an integral part of service,” he said.

1 of2 3/4/2011 11:51 AM



“In 2010, transit riders lost two subway lines and 37 bus
routes thanks to Governor Paterson’s theft of $160
million in dedicated transit funding. Riders are now
anxiously awaiting the MTA’s response to Cuomo’s
diversion of dedicated funds. The proposed reductions
could translate into fewer trains and buses, longer waits,
less frequent station cleanings and deferred
maintenance, among other inconveniences.”

---- Transportation Alternatives, 2/11
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Agent layoffs
raise fears of
spike in crime

BY HEATHER HADDON
hhaddon@am-ny.com

The eyes and ears of the
subway system are vanish-
ing — and earlier than many
thought.

By May, 450 station
agents, who help riders and
keep watch in the system,
will lose their jobs because
of a $750 million budget
gap, agency officials said
yesterday.

“The safety of the system
will absolutely deteriorate,”
said John Samuelsen,
president of the Transport
Workers Union Local 100.
“Of course we're going to
fight back.”

The agents have been
dwindling since last year
through attrition, with the
shrinking numbers fueling
turnstile jumping at remote
parts of the system, transit
advocates said. More crooks
are also illegally swiping in
straphangers for cash, said
Paul Piazza, a union repre-
sentative for stations.

“The MTA is promoting
the Emm& economy by doing
this,” Piazza said. -

After the layoffs, there
will be 2,650 station agents,
down from roughly 3,250
last year. “It's very danger-
ous. They should have more
help,” said Cassandra Wil-
liams, 22, a Crown Heights
rider who has seen crooks
flee her station before police
were able to respond.

NYC Transit spokesman
Paul Fleuranges said there

has been no
increase in fare
evasion since the
station agents
were reduced.
Arrests for
turnstle jumping
Were up 17 per-
cent last month
compared with
January =zoog,
according to tran-
sit figures. The
transit bureau's
2,550 officers
have been patrol-
ling unmanned
entrances,

Ui oy

but authorities
must prioritize serious
crime over fare evasion,

R

>un.._n cuts

Agents being laid off

100

Station booths set
for closure

SI13.2M

Savings in 2010

said.

A M T Y

staffed booth,
Transit is evaluating
whether to install cameras

chief James Hall
said in December.
“[The station
agents] need
work and we, the
customers, need
security,” said
Carlos Razzo, 3g,
of Hell's Kitchen.
All 468 stations
will continue
to have one at-
tendant at all
hours, and the
empty entrances
have intercoms
connecting to the
Fleuranges

= T =
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Straphangers are worried that the loss of 450 station agents will leave mnmn_o:m meore <_.__.._m_.m_u_m to crime._:

(RJMICKELSON/AMNY)

MTA hauls away mﬁi.__mn token booths

Sorme'token booths are going
the way of the token.

NYC Transit recently started

tearing out station booths in
subway entrances that are |os-
ing their station agents, with

several already gone, transit

spokesman Paul Fleuranges
said. Earlier this month, a hooth
in the Utica Avenue station on

atthe entrances, but will not”

add high turnstiles to deter
fare evasion, he said

“Crime in the subways wm.

at the lowest rate E,wmmum

O e M e R

the Aline was abruptly remaoved,
leaving 2 stained floor and little
else,

“We do not want [the booths]
to fall prey to vandalism,”
Fleuranges said. ~

The booths, which have
been fixtures of the system for
decades, are being sold as scrap,
transit said. [HEATHER HADDON]

MTA CEO Hm.w Walder said

yesterday. “We are providing
asafeand secure mmm.nmﬁ and




16 Monday, February 28, 2011

MTA has gobs for lawyers
and crumbs for workers

HE MTA IS paying hired-gun
lawyers more than $540an
hourto deny token booth
clerksearning $18anhoura
modestraise.

Citing persistentbudget gaps, the
Metropolitan Transportation Authori-
tyraised faresthreeyearsinarow,
enacted sweeping service cutsand

Undeterred, the MTA directed
Proskauérto petition the state’s
highestcourt, the Court of Appeals, to
hearthe case.

Someridersfind the refusal to
surrender baffling.

“Thisisaclear example of the MTA
wastinghundreds ofthousandsof
dollars of public money on something

lailt)i offbusand theyagreedon
subwayworkers. anyway,” said
Butthere'salways O N TH E S U BWAY Stephen Esposito,a
beentroughs of ey busand subway
doughiorthe gV riderfrom Staten
Proskauer Rose P te Island.
law firm. ¢ The dealwas
Since August nﬂnﬂhlle hammered outby
2009, the MTA’s o anarbitration panel
suit-and-tie afterbothsides
Hessians have failed to come up
tried to convinceajudge —anyjudge—  witha contract. The MTA and offi-

that there’slegaljustification tolet the
Metropolitan Transportation Agency
weasel out of a contract with Trans-
port Workers Union Local 100.

The agencyhasfattened Proskauer
lawyers with $690,781.27 for waging
whathasbeenalosinglegalbattle. It
lostbefore Manhattan Supreme
CourtJustice Peter Sherwooed in late
2009. Anditlost5 to Obefore afive-

“judge panelin the Appellate Division
~latelastyear.

cialsfrom Local 100 jointly selected

veteranlawyer John Zuccottitobe the.

panel’stiebreaking chairman.

Heruled the MTA shouldincrease
wagesby 2% every sixmonths over
thefirsttwoyearsand 3%{or the third
year. The staggered increases were in
line with raises the Bloomberg admin-
istration had been giving municipal
workers.

The MTA refusestohonorthe
award. Afterlosing the firstroundin

court, the MTA paid some raises butis
stillchallenging the third-yearbump
and a health care provision. fsuccess-
ful, it could save about $80 million
annually, the agencysays.

“Theappeal of the arbitration
award is part of our ongoing effort to
contain growthin MTA labor costs,”
the MTA said in a statement Friday.

Ithas options other than stomping
onmiddle-classcivil servants. MTA
Chairman Jay Walder’steamidenti-
fied $500 million in savings —in his
firstyear — partly by cuttingunneces-
sarytechnology projectsand getting
betterpricesfromvendors.

Atokenbooth clerk, meanwhile, is
paid $18.75 anhourwhenhired and
hitsamaximum $26.73 anhour after
threeyears onthe job. That’sabout
$56,000ayear.

AnMTA spokesman on Thursday
and Friday wasunable to determine
Proskauer’shourlyrate. In previous
litigation against the union, the MTA,
waspayingupto $540 anhour for
some some of the firm’s lawyers. That
wasin 2006 —and at the time was
described asadiscountrate.

Godknowswhatkind of discount
Proskauerisblessing taxpayers and
straphangers with these days.

pdonchue@nydailynews.com
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Why we agreed to health cuts
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200+ Station Agents
Being Rehired, Some
As Subway Cleaners

By FLORA FAIR

Even as the internal feuding for
which it has been known has flared up
again. recently, Transport Workers

nion Local 100 won a key battle with
New York City Transit to reburn a cou-
ple Iﬁ'undmd id-off Station Agents to
WOr.

After weeks of talks with the cash-
strapped Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority, union officials negoti-
ated the return of Station De
ment wt:lrltsltlsra :;c];c;;;mrehlaid 0 Iﬁli;

ar, and they to have ro

of the 426 Station Agents b:& to
work in some ca&acity by April. The
union to allow the MTA to use
criteria besides seniority in deciding
which workers would return—for in-
stance, those rehired have to have a
good disciplinary record.

60 Returning As Cleaners

“The original plan was to have 125
Station Agents back by June, but
what’s actually happening is theyre
coming back at about 11 a week,” said
Maurice Jenkins, vice president of

(Continued on Page 11)

MAURICE JENKINS: Re-
building the workforce.
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Station Agents Returning

(Continued from Page 1)

Local 100’s Stations Division, who
helped negotiate the terms. He said
the union expects to have about 145
Station Agents back by April, and that
so far more than 60 laid-off agents
have agreed to come back as Station
Cleaners.

Those who take work as cleaners
must return at a Station Cleaner’s
base salary, but they will have prior-
ity for upcoming Station Agent jobs
and will be restored to their former
salary and seniority if they return to
that position.

‘Cautiously Optimistic’

Stations Division Executive Board
Member Paul Piazza described the
feeling as “cautiously optimistic,” say-
ing that the union will monitor to en-
sure the MTA sticks to its promise. He
said the overtime rate paid to work-
ers filling open slots became too ex-
pensive to justify the lay-offs: “The
needs of the system overrode their
gpite.”

Some laid-off agents may not be
physically fit enough to take the job
as Cleaners, but Mr. Jenkins said that
those who don’t make it through this
round of rehires will remain on the
Department of Citywide Administra-
tive Services preferred list for Station
Agent jobs when they become avail-
able,

When 965 Local 100 members were
laid off last year, the executive board
created a Solidarity Fund to provide
them with medical coverage for six
months following their dismissal.

“Our members who were laid off
were taken hostage by the MTA in or-
der to get concessions,” Local 100
President John Samuelsen said, refer-
ring to a 3-percent raise that was set
to go into effect in January under a
contract arbitration award, but is still
being appealed by the MTA. He said
the message was “give us back our
raise or we're going to do significant
damage”—and the fight has contin-
ued ever since.

Refunds Possible

The Solidarity Fund, which was
ratified by union members, mandated
a $10-per-check contribution, which
was later reduced to $5. Once Local
100 officials realized they had enough
money to help laid-off workers, they
stopped taking the contributions.

Mr. Samuelsen established a com-
mittee to oversee the funds, which di-
rectly paid or reimbursed unemployed
members for medical care. To receive
benefits, a member had to be in good
standing and couldn’t already be cov-
ered by another benefit plan. These
requirements weeded out a signifi-
cant number of workers. So far, about
225 people have received benefits
through the Solidarity Fund, and
more are expected to use it. Mr. Sam-

L S
PAUL PIAZZA: ‘System’s
needs trumped spite.’

uelsen is recommending to the execu-
tive board that any money remaining
be returned to members. “We’re going
to reimburse proportionally to who
contributed what,” he said, adding
that no one had contributed more
than $130.

Mr. Samuelsen also wanted to set
the record straight on another union
fund, the Committee on Political Ed-
ucation (COPE). Though member con-
tributions aren’t mandatory, the Local
100 leader called it “an ultra-impor-
tant weapon in the union’s arsenal.”
The money is used for campaign con-
tributions and lobbying expenses,
which help advance the union’s leg-
islative interests.

During an executive board meeting
last year, Mr. Samuelsen agreed to
make COPE fund reports available
more frequently—at every other
meeting. He said no previous presi-
dent had agreed to do that, and that
the information contained in the re-
ports is no secret. “The [COPE] expen-
ditures are a matter of public record,”
he said. “There’s nothing hidden.”

Samuelsen’s ‘Olive Branch’

Amid the controversies and con-
tract struggles, Mr. Samuelsen called
Local 100 “a very interesting place.”

“A primary objective of mine in the
campaign was to extend an olive
branch to the folks I defeated in the
elections,” he said. “Inside Local 100,
there’s a group of activists and mem-
bers that care deeply about the fu-
ture of the union that have come to-
gether from a whole bunch of a dif-
ferent slates...If you couple the in-
tense wave of in-fighting over the
last seven or eight years inside Local
100 with the massive fight-back
that’s required to take on the MTA,
it becomes an uphill battle to ad-
vance this union. But we are fighting
to advance this union—we are work-
ing to prepare this union going into
the contract fight.”

T'WU Says M1

(Continued from Page 3)

dirty or damaged bar-codes. MTA
management said it’s doing every-
thing it can to eliminate false inspec-
tions, including a recent policy pro-
hibiting workers and management
from using the photocopies.

But the question remains: who is
ultimately responsible for the prob-
lem and how long has it been going
on? Former Signal Helper Gerald
Cymbalsky made waves during a Jan.
6 City Council Transportation Com-
mittee hearing when he testified that
problems with subway signal inspec-
tions stretched back to 1989. He was
part of an investigation by then-In-
i}:ector General John S, Pritchard on

e issue of signal maintenance and
repair.

Though the investigation didn’t
turn up evidence of record-keeping
problems, Mr. Cymbalsky’s complaint
to the IG’s Office sounded eerily sim-
ilar to charges leveled against the
MTA in subsequent investigations.

First Signs of Trouble

He said he first became aware of is-
sues in the Signals Division in 1989,
when he was a Signal Helper working
in the Rockaways. “The supervisors
were telling us to start putting the in-
spections for all the signals in on the
first of the month, which is impossi-
ble to do because you have to physi-
cally do the inspections,” he said. “You
can’t just log them in the book.” The
work involved maintenance to the sig-
nal, such as cleaning and painting,
and a 22-point inspection done by the
Signal Maintainer.

He said that when he questioned
whether it was acceptable to make a
record of the inspection before it was
done, his supervisor responded, “Why
don’t you go upstairs and mop the
floor in the relay room?”

Though Mr. Cymbalsky didn’t actu-
ally put the inspections in the record
books, he watched as Signal Main-
tainers did so at the order of their su-
pervisors, worried about what would
happen if they argued. “You have to
be afraid of losing your job,” he said.
“Look what happened to me.”

He went to the Inspector General’s
Office with his concerns, which, along
with Local 100 complaints and inci-
dents attributed to signal problems,
spurred the 1989 investigation.

‘Decades-0Old Scheme’

Local 100 President John Samuel-
sen believes all four reports lpoint to
a failure in the department. “I believe
it is all part of the same problem, and
at this point it’s a decades-old scheme
by management not to properly per-
form these mandated inspections,” he
said. For straphangers, the ongoing
signal inspection troubles could mean
not only delays but a danger to rider
safety.
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MTA bus driver and National Guardsman, mending among comrades, recalls . . .

Monday, March 7, 2011 13

Day Afghan mine went

.

off - and he went ‘hoom’

nderablue and cloudlesssky,
Scott Beauchamp, a bigman with
close-cropped hairand atattoo on
hisright forearm, eased himsell

shot,blown up in a vehicle, rolled down the
side of amountain 200 to 300 feet,” Beau-
champ, a National Guardsman injured in
Afghanistan, said on the grounds of the

: with some difficulty into d chair. Walter Reed Hospital in Washington.

The sun-warmed courtvard could have The war in Afghanistan started more
beeninagarden apart- thannine yearsago. The
ment complex oracol- war in Iraq began nearly
lege campus, withits o Z .—. _._ m m c WE>< eightyearsago. And guys
low-rise brick buildings : ~ like Beauchamp, who
H& umﬂna walkways - By m—.w&o Eamog.nm express

hrough grass. etween Bayside,

But Beauchamp, an Queens, and Manhattan,
MTA busdriver, clearly continueto do most of
wasn’t athome or college. thefighting and bleeding

Ayoung manin shorts and dying over there.
limped by with mechani- Beauchamp, whose

cal, robotlike devices below the knees.

Anothermanrolled alongapathona
Segway. He stood on one leg —because he
onlyhad oneleg.

Acouplesoonfollowed: A double
amputee maneuvered a wheelchair; a
woman carried two prosthetic devices, one
tucked under each arm.

“There are guys here missing legs, miss-
ingarms, who wereall sorts of blowvn up,

tattoo reads “U.S. Army,” grewupina
family with amilitarybackground in the
Five Towns area of Long Island bordering
southeastern Queens. His father served
during World War I1. Hisbrother was in the
Navy. Beauchamp signed up for the Army °
afterturning 18. .

Threeyears later, in 1990, he joined the
National Guard and begandrivingabusin
Queensin 1996.

Fast-forward to December, and Beau-
champ is amartied father of two teenagers
doing his second National Guard stintin
Afghanistan. He’sridingin theback ofan
armored personnel carrier whenitrolls
overa40-pound mine concealed in the
pavement. It was three days before Christ-
mas.

“That was the day I wentboom,” Beau-
champ said. “The day I blew up. The day
everything wentsilent, totally silent. No
ringing, no nothing.

“I remember looking down into my
helmet and seeingblood. [ remember trying
togetup. That wasn’t happening. I blacked
out.”

Theblastbroke Beauchamp’sback, blew
aholein oneleg, caused brain injury and
hearingloss and rammed bones from his
lefthand up into his lower forearm.

Doctors think Beauchamp can make a
full recovery over time. For now, he walks
with a cane, wears aback brace and his
handremainsina cast.

Anestimated 900 Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority transit workers — bus
drivers, mechanics, track workers and

-

Scott Beauchamp
others —havebeen deployedsince 9/11.
Some served in Iraq or Afghanistan;
others have filled supporting roles in Ku-
wait, Germany or in the United States.
Alireturnto a hostile national environ-
ment where Republicans want to gut
unions and blue-collar public workers are
shamefully portrayed as pampered, or
greedy, for wanting to hang on to their
middle-class dreams.
pdonohue@nydailynews.com

g S

L (120



SPORTS FINAL Breezy, some clouds, 55/42. Tuesday, March 16, 2010

DAILY'NEWS
TITANG . P

DIVORCE

Kate Winslet jumps Shlp '. f’_'?.;:- 1 _3._ A
SEEPAGE3 --

et faeta i, " T b £ ?
. E B - v' " ; "
L ¢ Wy 1 : . Wi
.4 . ¥ 5}
: R RS p . w "
! A . o
Yo AT
b
a
. -

o 4 times as many fare-beaters as thought

m $27M lost could stop train service cuts
EXCLUSIVE — SEEPAGES
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A DAY AT THE MUSEUM - UNDER WATER!

An art-eving scuba dives enjoys “Man om Fire” by British-Guyanese sculptor Jasen de Calres Tuylor,
the latest plece ts grace the Cancun and Isia Mujeres Underwater Art Minsewm off the coast of
Mexice. Evenizally, the mmsetan plans to display more thas 400 underwater concrete sculptures,
creating a major temxist attraction. Photo by jason de Caires Taylor/Rex
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CHEATERS
COST MTA

MILLIONS

FOR YEARS, NYC Transit has wildly
underestimated how often riders beat
the fare, which cheats the cash-
arunched agency out of millions of dol-
lars, the Daily News has leamed.
Fare-beaters jump turnstiles or en-
ter through emergency exit gates about
19 miillion times s year, a new

o Fare-beaters underestimated for years

“It'shard,” Garcessaid.
NYC Transit for years amived at

analysisshows.

That's far more than the old esti-
mate of about 5 million a year, which
went out the window in April, when
agency bean counters changed the way
they tally scofflaws.

Thelost revenue is staggering.

Fare-beating deprived NYC Transit
of approximately $27 miltion last year
alone, based on an average subway
fare of $1.48, according to the new

Under'.he old method of estimating
fare-beating, the agencybelieved it was
losingabout $7 million ayear
The lost revenue is even larger than
the amount the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority plans to save with
subway service cuts that are scheduled
to go into effect soon to help plug a

Iargebudge(g‘ap.
Some paying straphangers fumed
yesterday when told about thievery at

the turnstiles.

“Itmakes me mad because [ have to
pay for them,” said 44-year-old Bronx
baby-sitter Rleac Ramierez.

Othersat the 49th St N-and R-train
station in Manhattan said they're also
peeved at authorities for not staffing
many entrances.

"There should be a guard there,”
Thomas DeMarcus, a 30-year-old
Queens actor, said at the unstaffed
47th St.entrance to the station.

The unstaffed station turned har-

ﬁedl..nrthmdpaml\tuuandOs—
wrﬂ"‘"! oy ¢

No lifting your spirits at Pat's parade :

POLICE COMMISSIONER Raymond Kelly
will head tomorrow’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade ~
and the NYPD made it clear it won't (olerate any
heer-swilling by marchers behind him.

Cops yesterday announced their plans for the
famed Irish-American celebration — and & stern
prohibition against booze-fueled shenanigans
was al the top of the list

Police will be cracking down on anyane who
tries to bring alcohol o the parade ~ or march
while under the influence.

Butit'snot just at the march, which step off at
11 am. from 44th St., heading north on Fifth
Ave. and marching past St. Patrick’s Cathedral
at 50th St.; before emding at B6(h St

‘ v,_’lhuyear's St. Patrick’s BnyParlqe
%ﬂlmkﬁ'mﬁa&n}n‘g alcoholic bever:

ages al Central Park, on any public street and at
transit hubs like Penn Station, Grand Central
Terminal, the Port Authority Bus Terminal and
m&mmlﬂmd[mywmmh

Metropolitan Transportation Authori
lice will also becunﬁsnﬂnsakohoiicbevz'a::
on the Long Island Rall Road and Metro-North,
which usually allow drinking on the trains.

The NYPD irked organizers of some of the
biggest parades in the city last month by an-
nouncing s policy change that shortens parade
Lmteubymlndlinﬂummhwmmdwﬁw

ours.

Theinitiative will take effect next month, after
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fare-beating fi by using a formula
based on the observations of token
booth clerks. A one-day count was con-
ducted each month, agency spokes-
man Paul Fle said.

An MTA audit concluded the agen-
cy was way off the mark Clerks
weren't keeping accurate tallies be-
cause they had other duties like selling
MetroCards, Fleuranges said. Because
of staff cuts, there also are fewer clerks
tomnkeobservaﬁons, Fleurangessaid.

Delpne the cuts in personnel and
the mnsmve increase in fare-beating

insisted the sys-
temhasnolseennmkemamm.ltum
stile-jumping.

Instead, he said, an unreliable sys-
tem of estimating has been replaced
with a better method that provides a
morerealistic picture.

NYC Transit now uses “traffic

heckers" who are randomly placed at
a sampling of turnstiles to count fare-
beaters, Fleurangessaid.

The MTA passed a budget in De-
cernber that includes $17.6 million in
subway service cuts and millions more
inbusservice cuts

The moves include adding two min-
utes to the waits for lettered-line sub-
way trains on weekends, eliminating
W-train service and shortening the G
line.

Theauthority also plans to lay offup
to 450 token booth agents.

“The MTA’s only going to make
jumping the turistile more inviting by
slashing scores of clerks from subway

derktoopmthehor So Maria Garc-
es swiped her MetroCard and then let
in herhusband, who did not pay a fare.

1.62 biftion
1.58 billion

Fare
evasionrate fare-beaters 2008
.32%
1.2%

tation entrances,” Gene Russianoff of
the Straphangezs Campaign warned.
With Stephanie Gasiell

e oriadh
pd ydaHy comy

Up for the ‘count

Estimated Lost
sumberef  rovense

5.2 million
18.9 milllon

$7 million®
$27 million**

*old method of calculating fare-beating

Melve wegenies e

**Mew method and higher rate calcuiated for

AU 2008, i b ok ot o
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JUST HOP ON A BUS, GUS

2y
|4V

]
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Millions of fare-beaters T

L]

take MTA for an $8M ride .
BYPETE DONOHUE ing passengers or just saunter past ;
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER thedriver. vy
A STAGGERING 6.7 million bus _City Councilman James Vacca P
riders a year roll on without paying (D-Eest Bronx), chairman of |28

the fare - shortchanging transit the Transportation Committee, and
more than $8 million — bul they Metropolitan “""SP%}M'O" A‘:'
have little reason to fear being thority board member Allen Cappel-
nabbed by the cops. li said police should step up enforce-

The NYPD issued just 101 tickets ™ot SOrts.

and arrested just 67 bus fare-beaters S epc umbers reveal sinpios i

3 fairness,” Vacca said. “People who
inall of 2008, NYPD data show. pay their fare are on the verge of ma-

In 2009, police summonsed orar-  jor service reductions, while those
rested bus fare-beaters 1,826 times ~  who don't pay are getting off scot-
about five aday. free.”

“You have better odds winning The NYPD did not return a call
Lotio than you do for getting caught  seekingcc
by the NYPD for evading the fare on The regular bus fare is $2.25. But

a bus,” said Gene Russianoff of the
Straphangers Campaign. “This lack
of enforcement by city police costs
the MTA millions of dollars, money
the MTA could use badly to meet a

crippling deficit.”

For their safety, bus drivers are in-
structed not to confront fare-beat-
ers. They keep tabs on evasion by
clicking a counter every time some-
one doesn’t pay. Transil managersin
2008 told the Daily News that hap-
pened approximately 130,000 times
a week, or more than 18,000 times a

day
Fare-beaters

tobus fare evasion.

New York City Transit says the aver-
age cost of a bus trip was $1.20 after
factoring in unlimited-ride Metro-
Cards, which lower the per-trip cost

Usingthe $1 20 figuretranslates into
$8.1 million a year in revenues lost

Russianoff, who believes the
$1 20 average fare cited in MTA re-
ports is too low, estimated the lost
revenues at $13 million annually

The MTA plans to cut bus and
subway service o help close a budg-
et gap that ballooned to about $750
million because of cuts to state fund-
ing and declining tax revenues, offi-
regularly  enter cialshavesaid

through rear doors opened by exit- pdonohue®nydailynews.com

On the B46 bus s Brooklyn, passangers oftes walk ia throogh the rear doors withoot paying. MTA

officials say fare-beuting costs the city ep to S8 millon a year. Photo by Todd Maisel/Daily News

Students push MTA bigs for free rides

DAILY NEWS DALY NEWS MOBILE

H Get the latest news, sports,
NYDallyNews.com R e Rl e STUDENT LEADERS pledged yesterday to lob- Walder said after gathering with about a dozen
Gatecrashor.......... p26-2T youriPhone, BlackBerry and by the state and city to save their free MetroCards  students yesterday. “Our goal is 1o have free Met-
Editerial. o ... P38 smartphone. Text MOBILE after meeting privately with the MTA chairman. roCards for the student ”

Gridieck Sam +ess P34  to DNEWS (3639T)or go to “This isn’t just the MTA’s problem,” said Municipalities everywhere else in the state pay
Herescops ...... ... p34 Khaair Morrison, 15, who attends Francis Lewis for student transportation with state aid, transit
NOW.L T veee P36 High School in Fresh Meadows, Queens. “I¢'sthe  officials said. The city gave the MTA $45 million
Comics, Cressword .... pd5-47 GOT A PHOTO? stateand local officials’ problem. ™ last year while the state contributed $6 million
Movio Timotahles. . Bogin on pA0 DId you capture that perfect A budget shortfall pushed the Metropolitan Mayor Bloomberg has said he opposes charg-
Obituarfes v ...pd8 New York moment? We want Transportation Authority to propose charging ing students bul that the city doesn't have any
Sports i - pSs it! Send your picture to: students to take mass transit to school unlessthe fundsto spare
277 7T D = dosk city and state pick up the annual $214 million tab Students would pay half fares starting in Sep-
. Dally Haws (212) 210-1100 Students had blasted the MTA at a series of tember and full fares beginning in Scptember
Busisess ...oooenenee T NewsTps  (212)210-NEWS public hearings on the transit budget and asked 2011 if funding doesn’t come through
Telovishon. .............. pI8  Hmmr oo @iz e forasitdown with MTA Chainnan Jay Walder. The board is expected to vote next week on a
NEW YORK LOTTERY: Mvertisng (12 2102084 “We'd like (o have as much time as possiblefor package of cuts to bus and subway service to help
Evening: 326 Win 4: 1788 SRR discussions with the state and city and hopefully plugan approximately $750 million budget gap
Midday: 487 Win 4: 8962 Newssiand Creaiatien _(212) 6613340 find a way through this difficull situation,” Pete Donohue
Pick 10: 7-18-22-23-24-27-29-36-43-  Education (NIE) (212) 218-2024
44-49-53-61-63-64-66-67-72-73-76 'h'_"m _i‘“, S92-NEWS

Lotto: 12-29-30-42-52-54
Bonus: 19 Extra: 47
Powerball: 24-26-45-48-55
Powerball: 8 Power Play: X2
Take 5:3-11-14-30-32
NEW JERSEY LOTTERY:
Pick 3: 318 Pays $130
Box: $21.50 Pairs: $13
Pick 4: 9457 Pays $2,838.50
B0x:$118 Cash 5:9-22-38-39-40

CONNECTICUT LOTTERY:
Play 3:012 Play 4: 3522
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Walmart stung by ‘all black people’ announcement

WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP,
NJ. - Walmart officials are trying
to figure out who used a New Jer-
sey store’s public-address system
to announce that “all black peo-
ple”shouldleave the store,
Customers of the superstore
said thev were shocked and dis-

ing,stupidandsad.”

1t happened shortly before 7
pm. Sunday when a male voice
came over the public-address sys-
tem at the Roule 42 store in Wash-
ington Township

It calmly announced, "Atten-
tion Walmart customers: All

able”

They are reviewing security
tapes 1o see how it happened. and
cops are investigating it as a possi-
blebiascrime

The announcement comes at
au unfortunate time for Watmart,
A week ago, the retail giant drew

Pnn: B 0.5 4014 e (b gusted to hear about last week- black people leave the store scrutiny when photographs sur-
Cash'5:9-10-17-19-26 4 i -y ) ! i
L s S T end'sridiculous incident. now faced showing one store selling
. v T A0ply 1 issuon ] eneit . . : .
LOTTERY HOTLINE: i s A R As she left the store yesterday, Management later apologized hlack Barbie dolls for hulf the
1-900-448-4060 foitrd at NYinaity N comn /e s et the customer Sharon Osbourne of and Walmart corporale officials  priccolwhite ones
B¢ 02e Tanyte Kooty Dom N ) T A f headmg “isec Coment”

Williamstown called it “appall-

sav the incident was “unaccept-

News Wire Services
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ome trains are built for
speed Some for comfort
“The Southem™ was built
forgarbage
When someone tosses
fast food into a platform trush bin ~
or1osses atakeout carton of spa
ghettiat another nder, as one
woman did recently - it windsup
on The Southern, one of the eight
MTA refuse rigs that is more freight
train than subway
The Southern hasthree uncov
ercd flatbed cars linked together,
each car bearing rows ol metal
mini-Dumpsters on wheels. two
battered stainless-sieel passenger
carsthat have been gutted and
converted intubare-bones crew
rooms foratecamof cleanersand a
brassy hom that could wake the
dead
“]t's basically a big tugbuat,”
Randy Richardson. assistant chief
officer of stations, said as the
garhage train rolled out of the 38th
St. vard in Sunset Park. Brookiyn,
Thursday night and headed toward
its first stop
The NYC Transit division
collectssome 901ons of garbage s
dayfroman endlesstide of refuse
leftbehind by 5 million daily riders
Thetrash hasbeen at the centerola
recent straphanger debale over the
menitsof banning food and drink in
the subway, which was triggered,
funny enough, by a food fight
A video was posted on YouTube
leaturing an angry leenager scarf-
ingdown the rare spaghetti takeout
meal, Between bites, she trades
insultswith asour-faced older
woman seated on theotherside of
the car. It'snot clear how the
disputestarted — butit ends hefore
dessert
The teenager throws the Styro-
foam container of food at the other
rider. Sour Face wasmore than
ready turumble. 1t might havegone
afew rounds. bul a man sealed
nearby jumped up and separated
the combatants
Some riders say they'd suppon
thebanifit meant acleanersystem
in which they are no longer cuthum-
bered byrodents Somesawitasan
infringement of theirrights. Every-
oneelse wondered why the hell
anyone would eatonthe subwayin
thefirstplace
The crew on The Southern,
meanwhile. hasa jobto do
Thetrainrolled out of the 38th
St.yarda19:30 p.m_carrying 108
empty metal bins.
Church Ave, just after midnight.
wasa typical stop
The cleaners — Kenneth Nerjes,
55; Tim Geary, 60;Joseph Evans,
58,and Clarence Miller.61 —~lined

ftlan
‘ens

Jamaica Skips Smitd s

upalthedoorasthetrainrolledioa
stop. Doors opened, and they
strode purposely onto the platform

Twomen unlocked platform
storage sheds while two others
rolled empty bins offthe flatbed,
swapping them with the fullcon-
tainers that are put on the train. It
took lwo minules

“Wego out like paratroopers,”
Geary quipped “Wejump outand
dowhatwehavetodo Wedon't
dillydally "

Take 3\ this platiem

Ovlacae oy

NOTIN
SERVICE

x_ris"%goilgg;-

MTA trash train crew removes garbage from Seventh Ave. station in Brooklyn. Photo by James Kefvom/Daily News

ey

Theworkers can't lingerins
station because the “road” is
always behind them. atermused
for the series of trains to the rear
that are scheduled to arriveat
20-minute intervals

Thecrewdidn'tgeta hera's
welcome from riders. who quickly
realized thisis notatrain they can
board

“Iget cursed out 1getthe finger
I've even been mooned,” molor-

A chance to win a NEW
Ford Mustang!

Monday, March 28 ¢ 9pm

DAILY NEWS NYDailyNews.com

man Curtis Bullock said. “ Peoplc
have been waiting 20 minutes fora
train and then we come in We
break a lot of hearts at night *

By 5a.n., The Southern has
collected garbage from nearly 40
stations. The train and its crew
headed back Lo the yard in Brook-
lyn. They'd go home, gel sume sleep
and be back that night,

Anotherday, another 9010ns of
parbage

pdonchue@nydailynews.com

Pols aim
to give
sex cards
the hook

HANDING OUT sexy busi-
ness cards for hookers who
make house calls will get
you uptoayearinjai and a
$1,000 fine if two Queens
pols have their way

“Every morning, school-
children pick up these
cards from the streets,”
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
Queens) said yesterday at
Public School 19 in Coro-
na. “These cards are being
traded like basebali cards.”

Legislation that he and
state Rep. Francisco Moya
{D-Queens) have intro-
duced aims to stop the dis-
tribution of the “Chica Chi-
ca” cards

They depict busty blonds
and bare-bottomed bru-
nettes alongside slogans
like “Delivery Queens
Only” - and pimps’ phone
numbers. Men who mum-
ble “chicas, chicas.” the
Spanish word for “girls.”
hand them oul on
Roosevelt Ave from 69thto
112th Sts. in Jackson
Heightsand Corona

“It’s an epidemic that is
plaguing Roosevelt Ave-
nue,” Moyasaid

Corona resident Duber-
ki Pacheco, 41, is upset be-
cause her daughter
Stephanie, 8, a second-grad-
eratCorona’sPS 307, finds
the cards on her way (o
school.

“1 told her they’re some-
thing bad —don’t pick them
up.” she said in Spanish

Peralta’s  constituents
have long complained
about the public pimping
Several years ago, while in
the state Assembly, he crafi-
ed a broader bill aimed at
cracking down on prostitu-
tion, which dead-ended

“We ran into First
Amendment rights issues,”
hesaid

Lore Croghan

EMPIRE CITY.
25e CASINO»#+
YONKLRS RACEWAY
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IS. A Queens council-
mnounced yesterday
[Lintroduce legis-
that bans including
7ith children’s meals
<food restaurants
shout the city.
incilman Leroy Com-
il would prohibit
rants from

ing toys in meals

ive over 500 calories
10 milligrams of

2. San Francisco

a similar law last

- METRO/CB

I did not
Wwoman

[TAN. A city cop is
.this week for

ly raping a woman
helping get home.
ense lawyer for po-
cer Kenneth
-argued that

h there was physi-
act, it was not
1other officer,

1 Mata, allegedly
okout. @ METRo/AB

e for a foot? Blood

Can one button save you
when you're being robbed,
harassed or even worse un-
derground?

The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority thinks
so. Yesterday, the MTA un-
veiled “Help Point” inter-
| coms on the 6 line, where
commuters can press a but-
ton for emergency help.

But not everyone is con-
vinced a blue pole will
work in dire situations, “If

there’s a button, there’s
J nobody here to come help
me,” said Christine Santos,
| 20, a student from the
Bronx who worried about
late-night muggings on
empty platforms,

Andrew Albert, an MTA
board member, said Help
Points would be stronger if
they came outfitted with
cameras.

“Now that we've re-

‘moved all these booth

agents we need eyes and

ALISON EOW. iN,_rH! THO

B One of the Help:Point intercoms now worki
Brooklyn Bridge/City Hall statiolfh_ aked

Quoted

“People are always
going to feel better
about talking to a

human being”
GENE RUSSIANOFF,
RIDER ADVOCATE

y pig

r't mailed to Rep. King

fON. Washington,
stal workers on
morning inter-
package addressed
Island Congress-
er King that con-
bloody pig’s foot
e with purported-
ve language,
ter writer — who
to herself as g
~ mentioned the

Rial FAmaraneiae

al hearings led by King in
March, which investigated
the radicalization of Amer-
ican Muslims, King is the
chairman of the House
Homeland Security Com-
mittee,

The letter, which also re-
portedly included anti-Se-
mitic slurs, referred to
King as Jewish, but the
congressman is Catholie,

ears,” he told Metro.
“These are no substitute
for a person.”

New Yorker Charles
Parisi hit the green “infor-
mation” button yesterday
to salvage $3.40 on an ex-
pired MetroCard. A few
“Repeat that, sir” requests
later, he was directed to a

Rats taking
- over the city?

| MANHATTAN. At the same
| time Manhattan Borough

| President Scott Stringer
said city cutbacks to ex-

| terminators is resulting

| in more rats, a

| scrambling rodent terri-

| fied riders on the A train

| in a video released yester-

J’ day. Stringer said a deci-

At L

MTA will forgo
the human touch

© MTA adds 19 intercoms to subway platforms

Provide rider help for
emergencies or directions @ Riders say still no su

bstitute for a person

By tha numbeis

19

Existing Help Points — 9 at
the 23rd Street station, 10
at Brooklyn Bridge station

468

Total city stations, all of
which will receive Help
Points following successful
conclusion of the pilot

station agent steps away.

The Help Points were in-
troduced after the MTA
axed dozens of station
agents, people who either
sat in or patrolled stations
to help riders.

@ ALISON BOWEN
alison.bowen@metro.us

eliminate pest-control
workers has turned
vacant lots citywide into
a rodents’ paradise. The
Health Department said
Iat complaints have only
gone up slightly this year
compared to last.

@ METRO/CB

Adios t(;
Seaport sand

SEAPORT. The beach and

palm trees at Water Taxi
Beach in the Seaport will
be replaced by a German
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While conservative commen-
tators and newspaper editorial-
ists lauded Governor Cuome’s
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MTA Follies Close

Given that it's an agency strapped for cash and de-
pendent on worker productivity at a time when it
must do more with less, it might seem curious that
the Metropolitan Transportation Authority just
spent hundreds of thousands of dollars on legal fees
while further alienating the bulk of its workforce just
to find out that the state’s highest court would pre-
dictably uphold a 2009 contract arbitration award,

It just proves that anger, like love, can make smart
people do very foolish things,

At some point, MTA CEO Jay Walder is going to

have to ask himself what was the point of pushing -

ahead with the appeal of arbitrator John Zuceotti's
award, other than delaying payment of the third-
year raise under the deal for a few months.

It's long-established that the courts will overturn
an arbitrator's wage award only when it is found to
be arbitrary and capricious, meaning it has no rela-
tion to the bargaining realities within a locality. In
that context, the Zuccotti award presented big prob-
lems for an MTA challenge because the first two rais-
es under the three-year pact matched those given by
the Bloomberg administration to numerous munici-
pal unions. There was no similar precedent for the 3-
percent raise in the final year of the contract, but this
was the most-modest hike in the award.

Mr. Walder inherited the award from his predeces-
sor, Lee Sander, whom he apparently believed did not
fight vigorously enough to protect the MTA’ purse
during the arbitration process, Mr, Sander had been
appointed by Gov. Eliot Spitzer and given a mandate
to improve labor-management relations as a cure for
the poisoned atmosphere that led to the 2005 transit
strike. There is nothing to suggest that Mr, Zuccotti,
who distinguished himself as First Deputy Mayor
during the Beame administration in helping to pull
the city back from the brink of bankruptcy, looked to
g0 beyond what Mr. Sander thought affordable.

Mr. Walder obviously had a different view, but he
let his quarrel with the man he succeeded turn this
into an obsessive quest. When the Appellate Division
of State Supreme Court four months ago upheld the
Zuccotti ruling, that was the time for him to face re-
ality and get on with life at the agency.

Instead, he pushed ahead, challenging just the fi-
nal year of the raise,

And here’s what he’s got to show for it in addition
to a bigger legal tab; a further alienation of employ-
ees and Transport Workers Union Lecal 100, the un-
just maligning of Mr. Zuccotti, and a fruitless at-
tempt to undercut the very arbitration process that
a previous MTA administration said then-Local 100
President Roger Toussaint should have used rather
than leading the illegal strike six years ago.

Even in an era when unions and their contracts
seem fair game for public officials from Wisconsin to
City Hall, this wasn’t a smart place for Mr, Walder
to keep blasting away once the first appeals court
told him he was way off the mark.

Protect S:mWorkei-ls

The latest vicious assault of a Sanitation Worker
whose truck was preventing an enraged motorist
from getting by should be reason enough for the

Qintn Aopneablo L. &= M '

adroitness in g; ing an on-time
budget deal that closed a $10-
billion deficit without resorting
to either one-shot money-savers,
tried-and-true Albany gimmicks
oran axtens:&’;n of z:ln inf:me-t.ax
surcharge t is due ire
next Jan. 1, Santos Cresp??vas
among the labor leaders who
Ty ot b o e i
isn't i rich?”
Mr. Crespo, the acting president
of Local 372 of District Council
37, asked March 29, a day after

He believed that s&.-;’oe the ﬁls_mr-
charge was already in effect
continuing it past its scheduled
expiration date would not have
produced what Mr. Cuomo
warned would be an exodus
from the state by wealthier res-
idents, particularly since Asgem-
bly Speaker Sheldon Silver had
proposed an amendment that
would have reviged the sur-
charge to cover only those earn-
ing at least $1 million a year. The
current version applies to indi-
viduals with at least $200,000 in
taxable income and couples with
combined earnings of at least
$300,000.

Ak polité'.lca] c::lnsultant, who
spoke conditioned on anonymity,
said there were several reasons
—beyond burnishing his i
among big contributors bo

ere and nationally—that the

new Goyernor refused to budge

on his insistence that the sur-
sunset on schedule,

e wanted to'say, I put in a
budget and reduced the deficit
without raising taxes,’” the con-
sultant said. “He wanted to do
what [New Jersey Gov. Chris]
Christie has done and others.”

flip side of that equation,
of course, is that severe service
cuts loom because of the loss of
the s , which has pro-
duced about $4 billion a year for
the state and would have]vm; t
in $700 million annuaél]y if Mr.
Silver’s “millionaires only” com-
promise had been adopted.

The consultant said that like
any Governor Mr. Cuomo had to
put forth tgm mo:ﬁ;ambitliious
changes in the way the state does
business early, before his gupu-
larity slipped too much. (A Siena
College poll released the same
day ?:E:t the budget deal was an-
nounced showed that Mr. Cuomo
was viewed favorably by 69 per-
cent of those surveyed, which
thnugl down eight points from a
month earlier was still impres-
sive given the tough budget news
he had put forth.

“You e to do and cut the
most the first year, because your
popularity will only decline,” the
comsultant said, adding that with
public confidence in law-
makers below curb level, Mr.

0 had maximum leverage,
Under the circumstances,
ing to Mr. Silver's scaled-down
blilﬁ_'wuuld send the wrong mes-
sage to the islature, I think
[the Governor| was trying to
change the direction of the state.”

e

Mayor Bloomberg was fu-
rious at what he considered
a short-changing of the city
under the state spending
plan, pointing in varticular

or
A(
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AN EXPRESS

Sadness returns with each train’s whoosh

rains don'tstap for trackmen.
Bernadette Boggsstoodona
subway platform at the Columbus
Circlestation asifina trance.
Wearing black jeans and a black
Harley-Davidson jacket, the widow stared
motionlesstoward the Seventh Ave, line.
Shedidn't evenappear to blink astrains |

-

arrived, departed or simplyroared through
the station on one of the four paraliel
tracks.

“Alll keep thinking about is my life
withouthim andwhathe
went through when he
wasgetting hitby the
train,” she finally said.

Herhusband, Danny
Boggs, father ofherthree 1
children, wasfatally i
struck in the tunnel just [
north of the platform on
April 24,2007. He was
assigned tosetup warn-
inglights fora rail repair projectscheduled
for the overnightshift. He was 41 years old.

The project’s plan called for trainsto
continue carrying ridets on the Jocal
tracks. They were supposed tobe kept off
themiddle express tracks, where the actual
work wasto take place,

No one, however, told Boggs the startup
time had been delayed. He also wasn’t
informedthatatrain wasrerouted to one of
the middle express tracks and would soon
come barreling through the work zone.

Deathisa frequent visitor to the subway.
Injust the past decade, 10 subwayworkers
havebeen killed injob-related accidents.

Bernadette came to the Columbus
Circlestation Tuesday foramemorial in
her hushand’s honor, the first of the annual
eventsshe could bring herself to attend.
For the somber event, Transport Workers
Union Local 100set a large wreathina
cornerof the southbound platform, A
purpleribbon with the inscription “In
Loving Memory” was pinned to the pastel
petals and green stems,

Local 100 President John Samuelsen, a
track inspector, recalled Boggs as a bear of
aman with unbelievable strength, Making

ON THE SUBWAY

hisrounds one night, Samuelsen came
across Boggs picking up railroad ties,
holding them over his head and throwing
them onto & work train like toy blocks.

“Hesaid, “The quicker I get these onthe
train, the quicker thejobis done,’ ” Sam-
uelsen said. “That'swhat hewas all about.”

But Boggsalso was very much about
famnily and friends, Samuelsen said, and
genuinely interested in co-workers, He'd
readily chat andjoke with them about their
kids, coaching Litle League baseballand
otheraspects of life
aboveground, Samuels-
ensaid.

Someriders, momen-
tarily curious, glanced at
thegathering, no doubt
wondering what was
- goingon. Without getting
ananswer, they contin-
ued on their way, board-
ingatrainorstrolling
through turnstiles.

“Most folks don’tunderstand how
difficultadayis from beginning toend
whenitinvolves 600 volts of electricity and
tonnagecoming and goingin both direc-
tionsatthe same time,” said Benita
Johnson, aunion offictal,

Bernadette Boggs spakelast and, fight-
ingback tears, she wasbrief.

“Dannywasa very happy, friendly,
outgoing guy,” she said before pausing as
an express trainripped through the station,
drowning out hervoice,

hen the noise subsided, she
continued; “Hewas a hard
worker, a father, awon-
derful husband.”
The rumble ofan approach-
ingtrain grew louderand louder.,
“Heissorely missed. Thank you for
coming,” she said quickly, to finish before
therising tide of noise reached its peak,
The trains didn’t stop for Danny Boggs
when he worked on therails, and they
didn't stop for his memorial, either. The
trains dont stop for trackmen.
pdonohue@nydailynews.com



NY Daily News
Remembers
Fallen Transit

Worker

New York Daily News Columnist Pete Dono-
hue attended Local 100°s memorial for Danny
Boggs on April 26, 2011 to commemorate the
4th anniversary of his death on-the-job. The
union sponsored a similar memorial the fol-
lowing day for Marvin Franklin.

Donohue’s piece is alongside. Above, Local
100 President John Samuelsen leads the
group in a moment of silence. Below,
Bernadette Boggs looks on quietly at event
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AN EXPRESS

Sadness returns with each train’s whoosh

rainsdon't stop for trackmen
Bernadette Boggsstoodona

subway platform at the Columbus

Circlestationasifinatrance.

Wearing black jeansand a black
Harley-Davidson jacket, the widow stared
motionless loward the Seventh Ave.line.
Shedidn't even appear toblink as trains
arrived, departed or simply roared through
the station on one of the four parallel
tracks.

“AllT keep thinking about is my life
without him and what he
went through when he
was getting hit by the
train,"” she finally said.

Herhusband, Danny
Boggs, father of her three
children, was fatally
struck in the tunnel just
north of the platform on
April 24,2007. He was
assigned to setupwarmn-
ing lights for a rail repair project scheduled
for the overnight shift. He was 41 yearsold.

The project’s plan called for trains to
continue carrying riders on the local
tracks. They were supposed to be kept off
the middle expresstracks, where the actual
work wastotake place.

No one, however, told Boggs the startup
time had been delayed. He also wasn't
informed that a train was rerouted to one of
the middle express tracksand would soon
come barreling through the work zone.

Death isa frequent visitor to the subway.
Injust the past decade, 10 subway workers
have beenkilled in job-related accidents.

Bernadette came to the Columbus
Circlestation Tuesday fora memorialin
her husband’s honor, the first of the annual
events she could bring herselfto attend.
For the somber event, Transport Workers
Union Local 100set alarge wreathina
cornerof the southbound platform. A
purple ribbon with the inscription “In
Loving Memory™ was pinned to the pastel
petalsand green stems.

Local 100 President John Samuelsen, a
track inspector, recalled Boggs as abear of
aman with unbelievable strength. Making

ON THE SUBWAY

his rounds one night, Samuelsen came
across Boggs picking up railroad ties,
holding them over his head and throwing
them onto a work train like toy blocks.

“Hesaid, ‘The quicker I get these on the
train, the quickerthejobisdone,’ ” Sam-
uelsen said. “That’s what he was allabout.”

But Boggs also was very much about
family and friends, Samuelsen said, and
genuinelyinterestedin co-workers. He'd
readily chat and joke with them about their
kids, coaching Little League baseball and
otheraspects of life
aboveground, Samuels-
ensaid.

Someriders, momen-
tarily curious, glanced at
the gathering, no doubt
wondering what was
goingon. Without getting
ananswer, they contin-
ued on their way, board-
ingatrain orstrolling
through turnstiles.

“Most folks don’t understand how
difficulta day is from beginning toend
when itinvolves 600 volts of electricity and
tonnage coming and goingin both direc-
tions at the same time,” said Benita
Johnson, a union official.

Bernadette Boggs spoke last and, fight-
ingback tears, she was brief.

“Danny was a very happy, friendly,
outgoing guy.” she said before pausing as
an express train ripped through the station,
drowning out her voice.

henthe noise subsided. she
continued: “He wasa hard
worker, agreat father.awon-
derful husband ™
Therumble of anapproach-
ing train grew louder and louder.

“He s sorely missed. Thank you for
coming,” she said quickly, tofinish before
the risingtide of noise reached its peak.

The trains didn’t stop for Danny Boggs
when he worked on therails, and they
didn’tstop for his memorial, either. The
trains don't stop for trackmen.

pdonohue@nydailynews.com
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CONEY GETS HANG OF IT

iamsburg, was tapped in 1992 to
design art for the Ocean Park-
way subway station.

She was druwn 10 the Freder-
ick Law Olmsted-designod Art
Deco viaduct outside and sculpt-
edmnsrvenhdslolungonn.

‘li!.nlovedConQ'llhnd.'

BY PETE DONOHUE
DARY NEWS STAFF WRITER
DOMINICK Spagnolo, a subway
signal maintainer, retired sbout
18 months ago, burt he was again
walking the cleveted tracks in

Brooklyn on a recent Sunday.
About 25¢ feet south of the

nmu-mh—u-umn-mum—mmmun—-m
way gateway to Coney Istand — after years of waiting foc station to be reisabbed. #5010 fry keft Bachne:

mdmmuumm performers esting glass and

membersshowingoff.
sand cagtles and bikiniclad *1justdrew what i saw there”
beautics taking in rays, sideshow :hdd'cunth

Making tracks in memoryof fallen transnt co-workers

Nicholson, 47, were struck and
killed by a Coney Island-baund F
train during the evening rush
hour.

A faulty signal south of the ele-
vated Kinga Highway statian had
been causing delays.

After failing to fix it from the

Kings Highway station, Spagnolo  switching tower, . Walsh and
stopped at a Nicholson
waoden  yellow walked gut onto
cross that is al- 'lIV_e’ tracks
tached to the cat- Mmﬁcm
walk railing. train traffic to at-
He removed a lempt o repair
wreath of arnifi- n
cial flowers from ILremains un-
et R iy ] e
pfm?fanaunu?l - A pade A :inlls(eeWalsh
pilgrimage he's s workiey ichalson
been making to s Iigmy station, —bothofyvhom
the spot where WeTT weanng ar-

two co-workers died on May 8,
1990
“It's tokeep their memory alive
and 10 remind transit workers 1o~
day how dangerous it is working
on the tracks,” Spagnolosaid.
Daniel Walsh. 46. and Robert

ange salety vests — or haw the sig-
nalmen didn't spet or hear the ap-
Working on the tracks and sig-
nals is perilous; it was even more
so two decades ago.
Back then, NYC Transil didn't
even require signal maintainers

Mmmh

i,

“There's a big difference from
loking in a ware-
house to seeing it ai the site that
wis intended,” said Lester Burg.
project mansger for the MTA
Anty for Transit program.

“1 st waited 1 actually had
talalymwhpl.nut_ml
they called me, WaS  Just
smaped,” m-i.

“A lot of hinds went 1o the
bathroam on them und & lot of

Sulsway signal maintainers 0.-+) Eric Lamewo, Louny Mabela, Deminick Spagaoie and By DeGarenime stand
beside wraath kot te mavk spot where Dunjel Waish and Bebert Michelvoun were ified May B, 1998,

out on trouble callsto past flagsto
alert approaching trains of their
presence ontheelevated tracks.
Spagnela was joined Sunday
by three ather signal maintainers:
Eric Lamono, Lenny Matola and

Ray DeGeronimo. Sianding on
the catwslk about 25 feet above
McDonald Ave, they said the
“Our Father” and “Hall Mary™
prayers and vowed ta repeat the
rite next year.

On Tuesday. Transpott Work-
ers Union Local 108 officers also
held a formal memorial on the
Kings Highway plathorm for their
tw fallen colleagues.

pdonchucGrydaiynews. com
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EXCLUSIVE

BY PETE DONOHUE
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER

THE HEAD of the transit union went on
the warpath against MTA boss Jay Walder
yesterday — blasting him as a fat cat “rak-
ingin the dough” while he lays off workers.

Union big John Samuelsen railed
against the “rich guy’s” $350,000 salary
and $5,000 monthly housingallowance.

“I just can't get over the irony of him
talking about controlling costs when be’s
raking in the dough,” Samuelsen stormed
in a sitdown with the Daily News Editorial
Boand

sector.”

Walder, who signed a six-year deal last
year, has a generiis exit package If he's
forced out of the job early and without
cause, he gets o full year's salary.

He also could get a six-figure severance
paymenton top of theyear'spay.

Just five months into his term as presi-
dent of Transport Workers Union Local
100, Samuelsen is fighting MTA layoffs

About 250 token booth clerks were let
golast week — without severance —and the
MTA is seeking court approval tolay offan
additional 225, All told, the MTA plans to
eliminate nearly 3,000 positions, most of
them unionized and many of them con-
nected to bus and subway service culs set
tobegin late next month

Walder also drew Samuelsen’s rage
when he told The News recently he wants
to overhaul the union's complicated work
rulestosave money.

The MTA chairman griped that bus driv-
ers still get half pay for hours spent loung-
ing or shooting pool in crew rooms be-
tween drivingassignments

Samuelsen accused Walder of oversim-
plifying a complex deal that managers
wanted to save on overtime and other ex-
penses. So-called “swing time” allows the

! S
“Not for nothing, he has the best sever- . |**
ance package in the history of the public

TWU BLASTS TRANSIT

Union big: Walder ‘raking in
the dough’ amid big job cuts

agency to schedule one bus driver to han-
dlemoming antd evening rush hoursin one
day, Sminuelsen said

“If Juy Walder has an idea that is a pro-
ductivity savings for the MTA, and he
winis 1o bargain with the union, U'm will-
ingtodo that,” Samuelsen said.

The former track worker also said tran-
sit workers shouldn’t be scapegoated for
any MTA budget problems

“The point is there’s layoffs because the
decision-makers in this country have
failed 10 properly fund iransit,” Samuelsen
said. “It’s not because transit workers
make a decent living for doing dangerous
work. We average one fatality a year We
work in filthy, disgusting conditions on the
railroad tracks at night ... ] don’t agree
with the notion that somehow New York
City track workers are pampered ”

An MTA spokesman declined to re-
spondto Samuelsen’s remarks.

Theauthority hassaid it's cutting 15% of
the nonunion administrative payroll
throughout the agency and 20% at MTA
headquarters.

pdonohue@nydallynews.com

Dave: Hardly time to party hearty

BY GLENN BLAIN
DAILY NEWS ALBANY BUREAL

ALBANY — Now thisis hitting them where it
burts

Gov, Paterion said yesterday he plans to
order Democratic lswmakers to skip their
parly’s nominating convention noxt weel
and stay in Albany to work on the ultra-late
statebudget

Andif that doesn't work, he'll force Repub-.
licans 1o miss their convention the following
week, hesaid

“Itis my opinion that it would be irrespon-
sible of any of us to be thinking about politics
while the budget is still out there,” Paterson
said

The state budget is 49 days late, and Pater-
son said he'll call special sessions to get the

pendingplan done.

S0, you conventioneers, Democrats and
Republicans, might want 1o think about
spending your time in Albany ag opposed 1o
anyplace else, because that's our obligation
to the people of the State of New York”
Patersonsad

Paterson told reporters afterward that ho
would speak with party leaders before calling
the special sessions — which would shrink
the crowds for Altomey General Andrew
Coonio'sexpected nomination for governor

Democrats begin their three-day conven-
tion in Westchester County on Tuesday
night. The Legislature was scheduled to be in
session only through Wednesday afternoon.

Paterson revealed his plans for special ses-
sions at the end of a meeting with legislative
leaders that featured more bickering than
progress

gblain@nydallynews.com



DAILY NEWS NYDaltyNews.com

Wednesday, May 19,2010

BYPETE DONOHUE
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER

THE MTA will lay off bundreds of administrative
workers in the coming weeks as it struggles to
close a budget gap without slashing service,
the Daity News has learned.

Looking to eliminate about 700 slots,
the Metropolitan Transportation Au-
thority offered buyouts to white-
collar workers at its Madison
Ave. headquarters and other
offices.

But fewer than 350
staffers, ranging from
clerical workers toat
least one senior
vice presi-

Johin dent, l-'lsl‘lﬂj

Samuelien.

Ax, buyouts loom in
MTA budget mess

upfor the package.
‘The rest will be axed or reassigned, officials

d.

“What we tried to do with the severance isset it
up in a way to maximize the number of people
who raise their hand and avail themselves of it,”
NYC Transit President Tom Prendergast said.
“You want to have people voluntarily leave be-
cause it minimizes the number of people who
then have to go involuntarily.”

The buyout offered payments up to $20,000

QOverall, the MTA is eliminating or vacating
nearly 3,000 positions, with the majority filled by
unionized workers Their contracts don't require
the MTA offer a severance package — and the
MTA isn't putting one on the table.

MTA Chairman Jay Walder is trying 1o de-
mand cost-cutting concessions from the unions
as he tries to deal with a loss of $750 million in ex-
pected revenues since December.

The amount of money the MTA would get from
a new payroll tax has fallen far short of original
stale projections The state also raided a separate
potof transit funding for its own uses.

“Everything went south pretty quickly,” MTA
ChairmanJay Walder said recently

pdonohue@nydallynews.com

AN EDITORIAL: More talk, less squawk
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More talk, less squawk

ransport Woarkers Unidn President John
Samuelsen has made ¢lear that he can give
as good as he gets by delivering a member-
pleasing critique of Metropolitan Trans.
poriation Authonty management

Visiting the Daily News Edilorial Board, MTA
Chairman Jay Walder last week said that he
would seek productivity improvements from the
TWU as a way to blunt service cuts and fare hikes.

In response, Samuelsen came to the table ves-
terdayand got personal, saying: “1 bet you Walder
hasa Cadillac health planand, not for nothing, he
has the best severance package in the history of
the public sector. 1 really can’t get past the hypoc-
risy of a rich guy coming into town, making
$350,000 a year, with a wonderful severance
package — he makes more money if he leaves than
he does if he stays, almost, with a housing allow-
ance —and he comes and talks about NYC Transit
workers and antiquated work rules ”

The exchange encapsulates the intense polar-
ization that has frozen public-employee labor re-
lations as officials struggle to trim expenses in re-
sponse (o historic declines in revenue and union
leaders hold militantly to the status quo

Even unto accepting thousands of layofis that
could be averted by, for example, shifting to less
costly pension plans, or even 401 (k)-style retire-
ment savings accounts, for newly hired workers
And only new workers.

City and state labor leaders are united in hop-
ing that someone will show up with a financial
rescue. For Samuelsen that means pleading with

Walder 10 divert stimulus funds from paying to
maintain the transit system, lobbying Washing-
ton for grants and buying into a fantasy, spun by
the discredited state Legjslature (see below) that
better times are just around the comer

The city and state and all their various arms, in-
cluding the MTA, are running deeply in the red.
Thereis no escapingshrinkage Theonly question
is how best to mitigate the pain that will inevitably
be suffered by workers and the public

The MTA is among the first agencies to be
smacked Walder has slashed management pay-
rolls and squeezed suppliers. But, inescapably,
the big money is in service cuts and layoffs Those
have begun with painful hits tostation agents

Attacking Walder's very handsome salary and
severance package makes for great rhetoric and
little else. His compensation amountstoa drop in
the bucket compared with the thousands of dis-
missals that are now looming. But hammering out
broader labor economies could save pusitions
runningat least into the hundreds

Walder says he wants to talk. And, glossing
over that Transit Authority President Thomas
Prendergast has broached potential contract
changes, Samuelsen said yesterday:

“1f Jay Walder has an idea that is a productivity
savings for the MTA. and he wants to bargain with
the union, I'm willing 1o do that. He seems very
willing to talk to everybody and their grandmoth-
er about work-rule changesbutus ”

Clearly, Walder and Samnuelsen need o gettoa
table other than the one in our conference room

The drones drone on

esterday’s meeting of so-called leaders in
Albany was so fingernails-on-the-black-
hoard annoying that &t one point Gov
Paterson buried his head in his hands and
begged, “Oh, Scotty, beam me up!”

‘What should have been a saber atiempt 1o fi-
nally talk about solving the fiscal crisis gripping
the state devolved into a pointless session of parti-
san twunis and plavground-level bickering.

Although Paterson called the meeting, he
lacked any hint of & clear agenda and failed to
leeep the discussion focused where it belonged —
on closing o $9.2 billion hole in the state budget
thal was due seven weeks ago

Senate Democratic Conference Leader John
Sampson stuck to his insane insistence on proper-
ty lax rebates thal would cost the state hundreds
ofmillions it simply doesnot have

Senate GOP leader Dean Skelos blamed every-
thing on the “Democrat Party” — even though his
Republicans ran the Senate for 43 years and bear
equal responsibility for today’s financial disaster
Worse, he has [ailed to put his conference on
record with & viable budget-cutting plan

Assembly GOP leader Brian Kolb managed
only to grump impotently about how his tiny mi-
nority wasbeingignored

And Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver stone-
walled on empaneling conference commitiees to
broker budget compromises - even though
they’re required under a reform law Silver touted
asabreakthrough just three yearsago.

In the end, the meeting accomplished one and
only one thing: [( exposed for public view the pa-
thetic smallness of New York's efected officials

A mistake in 'Nam only

onnecticut Attorniey General and Demao-

cratic candidate for the ULS. Senate Rich-

ard Blumenthal acknowledged yesterdny

thai “on a few oceasions™ he had “misspo-

ken" when stating that he had served in
Vietnam rather than in the Marine Reserve on
American soil. These things happen, yet Blumen-
thal is being knocked from pillar to post as some
kind of valor-puffing braggart.

Cone on. Let's be fair about it. Who among us
hasn’t struck up a conversation with a Vietnam
veteran only to discover the reverse confusion?
We all know guys who fought in the Tet offensive
bt orr by saying thut they were actually serving as
& clerk to 8 United States Supreme Court justice
after enjoying five draft deferments.

Noone knows exactly why some vets get swept
up in such fantastic declarations. Some even say
they were home — and not only at home, working
with Blumenthal as young White House aides -
while, in fact, they were slogging through God-
forsaken swamps. One prevailing theory has 1o
do with rivers, the Mekong being in Vietnam, the
Potomac being in Washington

Then again, slips of the tongue are all too easy.
Linguistics experts are well aware that the late
'60s and early '70s produced unprecedented
transpositions in word usage: “Dak To,” for “New
Haven," “oral arguments” for “firefights,” “Capi-
tol Hill” for “Khe Sahn” and “Charlie Company”
for “political caresr.”

DAILY NEWS NYDailyNews com

How the mayor
can prevent
teacher layoffs

ayor Bloomberg and

Schools Chancellor

Joel Klein have made

layoffs - currently esti-

mated at more than
4,000 teachers — the centerpiece
of their attempt to balance the
city’sbudget.

But even as we work with legis-
lators in Albany to find resources
that would limit the damage to
schools caused by the state’s very
serious budget problems,
Bloomberg and Klein are choos-
ing to ignore a time-tested, effec-
tive method for saving hundreds
of millions of dollars while still
keeping class sizes reasonable: a
retirement incentive.

Such an incentive has been
used effectively in prior budget
crises. In 1991, with major budget
problems looming,
the city and the
Board of Education
offered an incentive
that led to nearly
6,000 retirements in
the Teachers Retire-
ment System - well

over double the
amount of the prior
year. In 1995 and

1996, thanks lo an-
other incentive, the
TRS had 9,200 retire-
ments, about as many
as occurred in total
over the next five
years

Retirement incentives are par-
ticularly effective in the Depart-
ment of Education, since senior
teachers make more than twice
the salary of entry-level teachers
There are about 25,000 experi-
enced teachers 1o whom such an
incentive could be offered right
now. Given current salary levels,
the retirement of 1,000 of them
would save the city $55 million
per year. If 4.000 senior teachers
were to retire, the system would
save more than $220 million -
even if every retiree is replaced by
anewteacher

While the loss of so much se-
nior experience and talent is not
an ideal solution, it would help
make sure that class sizes do not
rise dramatically, as they did in

Tosave
millions, use
an approach

that's worked
before:
retirement
incentives

BEOURGUEST

BY MICHAEL MULGREW

the wake of the layoffs of the
1970s

Particularly since the mayor
and the chancellor have been crit-
icizing the “last in, first out” provi-
sions of state law that mandate
the workforce be reduced
through use of seniority, a retire-
ment incentive would help ensure
that thousands of younger teach-
ers who have been recruited,
hired and trained in recent years
would have an opportunity to stay
in the classroom

Just as importantly, it would al-
s0 be much more cost effective
Because the city will have to pay
unemployment insurance and
other costs associated with lay-
offs, those initial sav-
ings would be less
than $30,000 per
laid-off junior teach-
er. meaning that two
junior teachers would
have to be dismissed
- and not replaced -
to equal the savings
available from the re-
tirement of one senior
teacher

Aretirement incen
tive alone is not
enough The Depart-
ment of Education al-
so has to call a halt 1o
its practice of signing multimnil-
lion-dollar “sole source” con-
tracts for unnecessary or duplica-
tive services. including one con-
tract that would pay $5 million a
year for The New Teacher Project
to recruit new teachers, even as
thousands of experienced teach-
ersare facing layoffs

Gov. Paterson has recognized
the importance of a retirement in-
centive by sending the plan for a
statewide program to the Legisla-
ture. If il passes, New York City
and other localities in the state
will be allowed to opt in and re-
duce our teaching force without
the systemwide disruptions that
will be inevitable if Bloomberg
and Klein insist on laying off thou-
sands of younger teachers

Mulgrew is president of the Unit-
edFederation of Teachers.
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Lost $260M Past 3 Years

Bill Would Protect MTA
Funds from State Raids

By FLORA FAIR

State legislators have announced a
new bill that they hope will save the
caah—atrapxed etropolitan Trans-
portation Authority from additional
raids on state funds earmarked for
transit.

The Transit Funding Lockbox Act,
sponsored by State Sen. Martin Gold-
en (R-Brooklyn) and Assemblyman
James Bremnan (D-Brooklyn), will

revent the appropriation of transit

ds, which has resulted in a $260-

million loss for the MTA following
three years of state raids.

‘Paying More for Less’

“The days of simultaneous fare
hikes and service cuts must end,” Sen-
ator Golden said. “This legislation is
for those who ride the buses and trains
in New York City and have been asked
to pay more for less service. The man-
agement of our transit system cannot
be built around a misguided policy of
increases and reductions.”

“The transit system needs every dol-
lar of dedicated tax revenue to pay for
mass transit, not diverted to provide
budget relief for the State’s deficits,”
Assemblyman Brennan said. “Further
sweeps by the state for the MTA's ded-
icated funds will be a disaster for mass
transit, and this legislation will pro-
vide needed protection.”

Reduced and diverted dedicated
revenues have led to an estimated

10-12 billion shortfall in the current

26-billion MTA capital program,
which pays for vital system mainte-
nance and upgrades. Facing a revenue
crisis, three consecutive years of fare
hikes and deep cuts to service, this
legislation is an effort to turn the tide
on those diversions.

The Lockbox Act would amend sec-
tion 182 of the State Executive Law
to prohibit the State Budget Director
from diverting money meant to fund
the Metropolitan Transportation Au-
thority into the state’s general fund or
other government funds. The bill
would require any such diversions to
be accomplished by statute, with an
impact statement on how it would af-
fect mass transit service, mainie-
nance and security.

JAMES BRENNAN: ‘Transit
gystem needs every dollar’

The MTA’s worst service cuts in a

neration occurred last summer fol-
owing a diversion of dedicated tran-
sit funds. They included the elimina-
tion of 36 bus routes and all or parts
of three subway lines, fewer trains
running, and fewer or no paratransit
services in some areas.

‘Not the State’s Piggy Bank’

“Transit funding is not the state’s
g?hrimnal piggy bank,” said Paul Steely
ite, executive Director of Trans-
E:rtation Alternatives. “That money
longs to the 7 million people who
ride our transit system every day in
this city, and must be protected under
lock and key.” .
Local 100 President John Samuel-
gen was also heartened by the bill
saying, “Pinched funds this year will
lead to additional service cutbacks,
more dangerous stations and Plat—
forms, increased breakdowns of the
rolling stock, and a needless decrease
in quality-of-life throughout the tran-
git system. The Lockbox legislation is
a rational and necessary approach to
protect this vitally essential public
service, and to s the economic re-
covery not only for the City but for the
entire region.”

Probe Allegations Of
Group-Home Abuse,
Silver Asks Panels

By MARK TOOR

Speaker Sheldon Silver asked three
Assembly committees last week to in-
vestigate allegations in a newspaper
article that “described some of the
most atrocious and unacceptable acts
of abuse” by state employees or con-
tractors against developmentally-dis-
abled patients in their care.

The article brought criticism of the
Civil Service Employees Association
for vigorously defending workers ac-
cused of abuse.

Examine Safety Measures

“T am calling on you...to hold a se-
ries of hearings across the state to ex-
amine existing quality-of-care and
safety measures provided in those fa-
cilities and to examine what can be
done to ensure that those with devel-
opmental disabilities can rell%r on the
state to protect them,” Mr. Silver said
in a May 25 letter.

It was addressed to Félix Ortiz of
Brooklyn, chair of the Committee on
Mental Health, Mental Retardation
and Developmental Disabilities;
Joseph Lentol, also of Brooklyn, chair
of the Codes Committee; and
Jonathan Bing of Manhattan, chair of

(Continued on Page 8)

K
SHELDON SILVER: Acts de-
scribed ‘atrocious abuse.
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Stranded straphangers begin drive to bring back bus service to Queens

BY Irving Dejohn
DAILY NEWS WRITER

Tuesday, June 14th 2011, 4:00 AM

Recommend 5 people recommend this. Be the first of your friends.

Craig Warga/News
Queens civic leaders have banded together to restore public transportation to areas that were served by the Q79 before it was axed last summer.
700 new MTA buses on way A group of eastern Queens community leaders are hoping a little creative rerouting can restore some bus service along a defunct MTA

Bus riders to get amival-time texts route.

Donochue: MTA being taken for $14M ride  The Queens Civic Congress is pitching a proposal to alter bus routes adjacent to the former Q79 line to revive at least some public transit
Faster buses are the new East Side story ~ options to the area.

Snow transit compléints keep piling up ~"This story didn't end when the bus line ended. We're going to prepare something that makes sense and we're cautiously optimistic," said
Back-to-work moming commute bullet points @b Friedrich, president of Glen Oaks Village.

Since the Q79 bus line was axed last summer, attempted altematives in the area have flopped. The Tax and Limousine Commission
launched a pilot program that used commuter vans along Little Neck Parkway but the operator quickly pulled out, citing low ridership.

At a city Department of Transportation meeting last month, City Councilman Jimmy Vacca (D-East Bronx) promised the frustrated civic group that he would review a proposal to alter other
routes in the area to fill in service gaps. If the plan is feasible, Vacca said he'd press the Metropolitan Transportation Authority to implement it.

"I do think the MTA realizes that what they did in many cases ended up stranding many of the customers,” said Vacca, chairman of the council's Transportation Committee,

Jim Trent, 65, founder and president of the Queens County Farm Museum, used to hop on the Q79 to get to the museum. But now it requires an arduous 2-mile walk or a pricy car service
since he doesn't own a car.

Meanwhile, the museum is paying payroll taxes to the MTA to sustain service, he said.
"We lose the service and we're paying for the service - it's a double whammy,” Trent said.

While getting the MTA to accept the proposal may be difficult, Vacca said there is a precedent of the MTA restoring some of its cuts. A portion of the Bx14 route was recently revived
following a similar grass-roots proposal.

MTA officials said they would entertain a plan as long as it fits certain criteria.
"We are willing to look at any proposal to reallocate resources as long as it's at no net cost and does not exceed loading or service guidelines," said MTA spokesman Kevin Ortiz

But officials noted that before the agency cut the Q79, it had the second-lowest ridership in the city, with only 650 straphangers daily compared to the 12,000 person average on other
routes.

1 of6 6/16/2011 8:29 AM
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Walcott leads
push to revive
Regents test

SCHOOLS CHANCELLOR Dennis Wal-
cott — along with superintendents from
four other cities — has cafled on the state to
restore the Regents exams in January.

The exams, part of the requirements for
graduation, wmmdunmayw

until last monih, state education offi-
clals voted for the mid-yesr testing
datestosave $1.4

“The decision wilt have a

pact on students throughout New York
State, particularly for the students in the
Big 5 Cities,” the school leaders wrote in
letters sent Friday to Gov. Cuormo, state Bd-
ucalion Department Commissionetr
King and state Chancellor Merryl Tisch.
The cut could delay graduations for
some students, the lettes nates, since 2,400
New York City kids this year graduated in
January afier pgssing Regents.
'l‘hccut,apmovedbylhesme’sl&oudol
Regents, comes at the same time as state

Bducation officials  have
launched an o maise the standards
for graduation.

State Education Department spokes-
man Tom Dunn said agency officials con-
tinued to "advocate aggressively” for more
funding because the state budget provided
only$7 million of the $15 million required
to pay forthe exams.

“We share Chancellor Walcott’s disap-
pointment that the funding has not materi-
alized,” he said. Rachel Mosaban

DAILY NEWS NYDatyNews.com

Video shows whetel coming off xpress bus in Queens and then rolling aloag Norther Bivd, sidewalk, Wheel weal an to namowly miss hitting

{WHEELS ON BUS

BY PETE DONOHUE
DALY NEWS STAFF WRITER
TWO MTA BUSES had a wheel fly offinone
week — and one of them narrawly missed a
babybugy the Daily News haslearned.

era, with the video showing a tire bounding
from an express bus onto the sidewalk on
Northern Bivd. in Queens.
'Ihen.umwaywhsdaossedthesidewalk
and sl d into a building near Steinway

St nearly striking a woman with a straller, a
union official said.

I was “ane of the most hosifying near-
misses I have ever seen,” Transport Workers
Union Local 100 Presiderr John Saomielsen
saidina June 9letter to transit executives.

The QM2A express bus had no passen-
gers on board when it slid out of control dur-
ngthe May23incident - which has sparked
afightbetween the unionand MTA.

I d behind 2 pair af parallel tires to
maintam balaace - w&umtheaxle
an MTA spokesman said.

Another bus lost a wheel that same week,
Inat it happened mside a depat — not on the
sireet, MTA spokesroan Kewin Ortia said.
There suchincidantslast year.

Unian officials contend the MTA has im-
prudently cut back on bus maintenance to
[relp close budget gaps — a claim Ortiz reject-

The bus was heading back ta the College  ed

Point depot whenits so-called “tag wheel” -

‘“There have nat been changes to mainte-
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RESEARCH VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

You may be eligible
iﬁ -
& You have Polycystic
M You are between 18 7
and 50 years old

H You are able to un-
dergo MRI (magnetic
resonance imaging)

For more information,

please contact us at:
212-263-9189
or
nyupkd@nyumec.org

Polycystic Kidney Disease

Study participation lasts about
6 years and involves:

. Physical examinations,

.« Questionnaires
.+ Blood tests

Langone Medical Center

Folyoves Kidney Disease Center

36 visits to the NYU research
center

Undergoing MRI

Use of contraception through-
out the study and for four
weeks after the last dose of
the research drug

Taking the research drug or a
placebo (sugar pill)

EKGs, heart exams
(echoeardiogramis)

Compensation is provided.
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waman with strelier e what transpart unian Prosident John Samuehaon called “one of the most hatrilying nearmissed” he had eves se2n

Go it el OFF! Vid shows tire ly -

3 ’ -
| &it’s not only time

On May 26, Local 100 staged a wholesale dent of lsbor relefions, wamed Local 100

inspection, and drivers refused (o (ake out  not to enggge it illegal shenanigans in re-
heel may « buses with alleged defects antil they were  sponsetothediscpline.

al;\ovuwdn_t at the mﬁiﬁnﬁldm fixed. =As you ere sware, the unian basan obli-
where a mantenance involvesag-  Mgre than 80 buses were deluyed, offi-  gationunderthe Taylor Lawno(to engagein
plying grease to s bus' (UMIng spparaiUSwas  culsqid. a strike, sitdown, slowdown or stoppage of
dapped, Ortiasmid e discaverod, me._ The MPA fired ane roakic bus driver for  Worh,Jofasan wrote on May 27,
chanies working on overtime had (o exam- refusing to drive a bus that matagement  Samuelsen placed the four drivers on the
ine end grease all 130 buses at the depotbe.  decmed road-worthy

tween May 24 and 28, Ortiz said.

The MTA suspended  union payrull and said the union would cat-
’ et

mmamudﬂmwillhmmlnﬁhlﬁh&

tinue unsnneunced inspections
underitscontract.
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Guys man up
for lifesaving
PSA testing

MEN YESTERDAY bustled in and out of
Hackensack Univervity Medical Center —
the location thal administers the mast pros-
tate cancer exams during the Daily News-
spansored week of free PSA testing.

More than 100 men underwent the
blood test that can detect prostate eancer
atHackensack's main [ocation between 10
am. and2p.m.

Many hospitat emplayees took bresks
daring their day to get tested. including Dr.
Thor Sawezulk, 59, chairman of the urology

=Ido it every yeararound this time — the
Dhaily News isa good reminder,” ssid Sawe-
aulk, who has a family histary of prostate
cancer. °I tell people, ‘Don't be afraid af a
needlestick! It can take secondsand canbe
lifesaving.’ ”

Jersey locals and hospifal employees
weren't the only men getting their PSA lev-
Angelshanded out flyers and then headed
fmside for sests.

“Pmnot rervaus ~ it’s goad to know jirst
in case,” said Guardian Angel Benjamin
Garcia, 47. “T want o be around for my
fanily and grandikids.” Liliian Rioze

GETTESTER: Find out how lside

g
E
E

Christopher Jolinsan, MTA vice presi-
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Pal sought in
B'klyn teen’s
fatal stabbing

A BROOKLYN WOMAN de-
scribed yesterday in chilling de-
tail how she pleaded with her
nephew not to die as he lay on a
sidewalk, bleeding from stab
wounds.

“He was gasping for air. He
couldn’t speak,” Nicole Williams
said of Darrell
Smith, 17.

She arrived on
the scene minutes
after Smith was fa-
tally knifed out-
side a family
home on Pacific
St in Crown
Heights Tuesday
night, cops and
the mother said

“The cops told me to keep talk-
ing to him. 1 was just saying: ‘Stay
with mel Stay with me! Do you
hearme?' "

Smith, who went to Brooklyn
Academy High School and
played basketball, died at Kings
County Hospital, police said. One
of the knife wounds pierced his
heart.

There were no arrests yester-
day, bul cops said they were hunt-
ing for a friend of Smith’s, Or-
pheus Nelson, 18.

Trevor Kapp and John Laginger
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Rider ‘hit me all over,’
sez battered bus driver

Steangell Medina, 17, was ar-
ralgned on charges of assault,
menacing and harassmest. Photo
by Victor Chu

BYBARRY PADDOCK
ond PETEDONOHUE
DAILYNEWS STAFFWRITERS

WINCING IN pain, a black-and-
blue bus driver recalled being
sucker-punched and brutally
bealen afler telling a 17-year-old
her Chihuahua wasn'tallowed on
board.

Marlene Bien-Aime, 48, had
turmed her attention away from
the disgruntled teenager at the
front of the bus and faced the
windshield when the brutal at-
tack began Tuesday night, she
said outside Bronx Criminal
Court.

“When1tumed my head, that's
when she hit me,” Bien-Aime
said. “She punched me in my eyes
while | was sitting. She hit me sev-
eral times in my eyes, She hit me
all overmy head and on my back.”

As the blows landed, Bien-
Aime struggled to remove herseat
belt, she said. Good Samaritans
managed to restrain the teenager
- identified by police as Steangeli
Medina ~ but Medina soon broke
free.

She punched Bien-Aime some
more and dragged her down the
steps and off the bus — by her hair,
thedriversaid

“1 rolled over and fell,” Bien-
Aime said. “She was on top of me
and she kept hitting me in the
head. She was hitting me, hitting
me, pullingmy hair.”

Bien-Aime spoke briefly be-

The driver responded, “It's not
me,it's MTA"

Seconds later, the first punch
was thrown, said Bien-Aime, who
spent last night at St. Barmabas
Hospital

I was simply doing my job yes-
terday,” Bien-Aime said

Medina, a student at Richard
R Green High School in Manhat-

fore going into the courth tan, was rel d on her own re-
where prosecutors are consider- cognizance last night after her ar-
ing felony It charges agai raig) on charges of assaull,
Medina ing and har The

Removing her sunglasses, Bi-
en-Aime revealed a badly swollen
black eye. She alsoshowed alarge
bruise on her upper left arm. She
said hernose wasbroken and that
she suffered from head and neck
pain.

Carrying a Chihuahua, Medi-
na boarded the Bx9 bus on
Fordham Road at Cambreleng
Ave. in Belmont just before 6
p m., police said. She became en-
raged when Blen-Aime said the
pethadtobeinacratetotravel.

“Shesaid, ‘I'mgonna hityou," *
Bien-Aimesaid.

dog was returned to her family
Union officials said the assault
was further proof protective barri-
ers are needed on buses, an inilia-
tive they have been calling for
since Brooklyn bus driver Edwin
Thomas, 46, was fatally knifed by
apassenger in 2008
“The MTA is still dragging its
feet on the implementation of pro-
tective shields for New York City
bus operators,” said Transport
Workers Union President John
Samuelsen ”
With Kevin Deutsch
pdonohue@nydailynews.com
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Truth in advertising

veryone who has ventured down into the
subway is by now too well aware of the
Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s
self-promotional “Improving, Nonstop”
advertising campaign.

Look, there! It’s a placard boasting about how
the MTA has adopted the revolutionary approach
of fixing things when they’'ve been broken.

And next to that, wow! It’s a placard about the
countdown clocksyoujust saw on the platform.

And just over there, golly! It’s a placard that
sayssomething about getting on and off buses that
move faster in special lanes.

When MTA Chairman Jay Walder and transit
authority President Thomas Prendergast began
blowing the subway horn, a spokesman ex-
plained: “We don’t really do a good job of telling
our customers what we're doing, or what we've
done, or what we are in the process of doing.”

In that spirit, Walder and Prendergast owe it to
New York to expand their offerings.

Fresh Placard No. 1: A photograph shows be-
draggled, sweat-stained people being helped from
an elevator by firefighters. The headline says, “It’s

Kill th

t the end of the Albany session, lawmak-
ers sneaked through a bill that would toss
a pension grenade at tomorrow’s taxpay-
ers. Gov. Cuomo appears set to veto it —
and he must do so withrelish.

As cooked up by the teachers unions, and spon-
sored by Assembly Democrat Peter Abbate and
Senate Republican Martin Golden, the scheme
would let school districts pay part of their sky-
rocketing pension tabs with as much as $1 billion
inborrowed money.

Pension costs are likely to continue their up-
ward trajectory for years to come. Putting this
year’s problem on a credit card would only pro-
long the agony, add to the long-term costs and set
aterrible precedent for future crunches.

notabreakdown, it’s a fitness opportunity.”

Beneath, text explains that the authority’s new
multimillion-dollar monitoring system flashes so
many false alarms of passengers trapped in eleva-
tors that nobody pays any attention to it. Worse,
the system has a-bad record when it comes to de-
tecting actual passenger entrapments, hundreds
ofwhich occurred last year.

Fresh Placard No. 2: A photograph shows a
mountain of plastic bags stuffed with garbage ona
subway platform. The headline reads: “At least
it’snotonfire.”

The accompanying text describes how the au-
thority’s trash trains make only 70% of their
scheduled pickups, often leaving festering trash
on platforms for days at a time.

Fresh Placard No. 3: A photo of a giant cock-
roach. The headline reads: “God loves them. So
should you.” The text tells all about the supervisor
who thought it a good idea to haul track trash
away inside subway cars used by passengers.

Walder and Prendergast really ought to get on
the stick with their ad campaign. Because they
have so much explainingto do.

is bill

The dodge would also blow a huge hole in the
property tax cap that Cuomo and the Legislature
just got done approving — a measure that was sup-
posed to impose fiscal discipline on local officials
and Albany lawmakers alike.

There is only one sane, responsible response to
soaring pension costs: Control them.

Cuomo sent the Legislature a solid pension
overhaul that called for modest cuts to generous
benefits — economies that would apply only to fu-
ture hires, not current workers or retirees. It still
promised to save $93 billion over the next 30 years.

But lawmakers of both parties — slavishly loyal
to public employee unions — ignored Cuomo’s
billand passed the borrowing scheme instead.

Governor, it must not stand.

iy | pe
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A candidate who

knows

onesty is the best policy.
In life, in politics and par-
ticularly when you're
running for President of
the United States.

It’s what the public craves and
expects, and it’s a big reason why
Rep. Michele Bachmann is quick-
ly becoming the GOP dark horse
in the 2012 election. Pollsin Iowa
show her right behind front-run-
ner Mitt Romney.

Why is Bachmann rising? Be-
cause rather than being all things
to all people, Bachmann has de-
cided to be herself, and she’s not
hiding her views. “It’s the peace
through strength Republicans,
and I'm one of them, it's fiscal con-
servatives, and I'm one of them,
and it's social conservatives, and
I'm one of them, It's the Tea Party
movement, and I'm one of them,”
sheremarked this week.

In true Bachmann fashion,
these words were candid and di-
rect, and they're making Obama
supporters green with resent-
ment. Orisitred?

Whether you support her or
not, Bachmann’s style is refresh-

herself

ra
proval rating last month to 43%
today, his lowest since June 2010.
With women — a demographic
that generally detests double-
speak — Obama'’s approval rating
is down 9 points from last month.
Justlast week, New York Times
columnist Maureen Dowd skew-
ered Obama by calling him “bi”
ontheissues: “Our President likes
tobeonbothsidesatonce....On
some of the most importantissues
facing this nation, it is time for
[him] to come out of the closet.”
She echoes the growing frustra-
tion from a left wing that's losing
its patience with a President lost
in a law professor’s academic ten-
dencytoward contradictions.
First of all, if you're going to
tick people off, do it for the right
reason, for a reason that you be-
lievein. Tellusexactly

ingina political land- what we're doing in
mnmtoa laden with wmn_.__.:m:—f the Middle East; tell
canne responses, . us what we're going to
and n_w provoking 2 nlike Obama, do about taxes. And
case of envy among whal is your “evoly-
Democrats. She isn't n— ..ﬂ ing” &m.__% on gay mar-
going to straddle any (10ESIT L WaVer riage, anyway? Butby

fence. The left is des-
perateforacandidatewhowilldo
the same — and they know that
President Obamacan’t.

From the Bush tax cuts to gay
marriage, from drilling to spend-
ing, Obama has been on both
sides of most major issues. The cri-
tique of Obama’s consistent in-
consistencyand failuretoleadisa
theme notjust reserved for Repub-
licans anymore.

Former Ren. Cvnthia McKin-

walfling on all these,
Obama only angers supporters
and detractors alike.

That is why the blunt Bach-
mann is the left’s worst night-
mare. The contrast between a
wishy-washy President who
keeps fumbling every relevant is-
sue versus a straight-shooting op-
ponent who is comfortable in his
or her own skin is too stark to dis-
miss. /

Maorenver the last thino the
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essthan ayear ago, asI wasfinishing
a book on Michelle Rhee, the com-
bative former chancellor of schools
in Washington, D.C., the time ar-

rived ta cot vin a wehcita far tha

cu
tic piece about the research Teach for W!

Education is the new abortion

BEOUR GUEST

BY RICHARD WHITMIRE

From the perspective of many teachers,

the law simultaneously targeted them as

lprits and made. ‘their lives miserable
thlayers of standardized testing. -

Ao a AannAiAntn fAv Dunnaidawé Dausnle

Yet Duncan was a mere middle-of-the-
roader compared with Joel Klein in New
York or Rhee in Washington. Rhee blazed
through reforms: real teacher evaluations
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Goons try to
torch booth

BY JOHN LAUINGER

and PETE DONOHUE
CAILY NEWS STAFF WRITERS

A BROOKLYN subway clerk
thought she was staring death in
the face yesterday when two
bandanna-wearing bandits tried
o torch her booth during a
robbery.

“I was scared for my life,” the
clerk told the Daily News. I
wasn't sure [ was going to make it
through and see my family
again.”

Two young men with
kerchiefs over their faces came
up to the booth at the Prospect
Park station on the Q line shortly
after 5 a.m., she said. One had a
bottle of flammable liquid.

“They demanded I open the
door,” the clerk said, her voice
trembling. “They threatened me
with gasoline, which they
squirted through the opening in
the booth. Theylititonfire.”

The 39-year-old mother of
four grabbed a fire extinguisher
and sprayed the opening in the
partition, preventing the fire
from spreading to the inside.

Flames were still “streaming
up the glass” outside the booth
when she passed the
extinguisher to a straphanger,
who put oul the blaze as the as-
sailants fled.

The clerk said she never
contemplated opening the door.

“I was afraid what they might
do if they did get in.” she said. I
don’t know if they had guns or if
they would hurt me even if they
did get the money,”

She was treated at New York
Methodist Hospital after inhal-
ing smoke and gasoline fumes,

“I'm just glad 1 made it
through this ordeal.” she said. “It
could have gone another way.”

Maurice Jenkins, a vice

president of Transport Workers

LIBERTY TRAVEL

s Vacation Experts

wr o
Booth where station clerk thought she’d meet her end. Photo by Pete Donohue

auSeT - $ S

attacks like the ones that fol-
lowed the 1995 booth-torching
thatkilled clerk Harry Kaufman.
Booths have fire-suppression
systems automatically triggered
by smoke and heat, but
Kaufman'swas disabled.
Jjlauinger@nydailynews.com

4 thugs nabbed
in 8-yr. rape saga
of B’klyn woman

BY OREN YANIV
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER

A BROOKLYN girl was robbed of her teenage years

Union Local 100, said the attack
shows more police patrols and
clerksare needed.

Before yesterday, there had
notbeen any robbery attempts or
arsons on booths, the NYPD
said, Some union officials still
fear there could be copycat

DAILY NEWS NYDailyNews.com
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REVOLUTIONARY
NEW YORK

“SUBWAY
SERIES

I’s Yankees vs.
Mets at Citi Field!




ANDREW CUOMO: Hopes
this pattern sticks,

Pay Freeze, Health Hit
Prices CSEA Will Pay
To Stave Off Layoffs

Two 2% Raises Near End
Of 5-Year Pact; Worker
Health Tab Up 20-60%

By MARK TOOR

Governor Cusmo and the Civil Ser-
vice Employaas Associntion an-
nouncad i deal for & five-year contract
June 22 that freezes wages for three
years but exempts members from the
Mr. Cuomo said
implementing July 15,

The state's second-largest public
workers' union, the Public Employses
Federation, was loft dungling in the
Nen waiting more
thmdtwo weeks for the ntal.e[ to re.
spond to its counter-proposal. It post-
ed details of the state’s offer—aignifi-
cantly less genorous than the final
settlement with CSEA—ag well as its
counter-offer on its website June 9, af-
ter Mr. Cuomo threstened (g start the

layofis in July,
e union was angered Lhat layoffs
Wwere announced during contract
ke. A apokeaman for Mr. Cuomo in-
dicated he was iqued by the union's
decigion to break the confidentinlity
of contract negotiations.

CSEA: Not Ordinary Times
“These are not ordinary times, and
CSEA and the Cuomo administration
h:::i wm'::ﬁfl very hard al the bar-
gai g to produce an agroee-
menbuﬁut balances shared sacrifice
with fairness and respect,” CSEA
ident Dann = ue said li;nﬂa
stopped up to help
produce the labor savings that Gover-
nor Cuomo sought whils the Governor

(Continued on Page 7)

*
OTB Health Benefits
Restoration Bill Gets
Forwarded to Cuomo

By RICHARD STEIER
A bil}a that b::uuld regtore henlu‘:. cov-
~vage for about 900 retirees of the
New York City Off-Ttack ing Car-
tion last weak wag passad by both
se8 of the Stata islature and
will be forwarded to Governar Cuomao
ihl;l final approval. i %
t was a good streteh to t the
health-insurance bill r»aaaedgg said
rd Allen, who as president of
Local 2021 of District Council 37 rep.
the affected retirpes.

Hasn't Crossed Finish Line Yot

Barry Yomtoy, the head of the man.
agers union, .
cautioned that Mr. Cuomo had nol
taken a position on the bill, and that
even its relatively modest cost of

(Continued on Page 6)

U e amagur DIVOWDBIE And
City Council Panker Christine

Iy on greater Teacher availability.
*The UFT came through, and if you
remember back at the executive budg-
of inhal\siayl. Id;.:iﬁ,“if the
unions want to , wo' y Lo
work with (hem, Tgm ia the ompl:t’i:jon
that did it" the Mayor gaid at the
Erass qon&:&mgﬁmﬁng the
udget m .
Umiurthaumﬁtm, el
were suspended for a year in
the Absent Teacher Reserve
used s perdiem substitutes,

MILC Talks Broke Down

The UFT had also been working
with the Municipal Laboy Commit-
tee and the City Council wo craft a
budget deal, posgibly using the re.
tiree health-care trust fund, but
every version of the proposal had
bean rejected, aither by the MLC or
the Mayor.

MAYOR BELOOMBERQG:
Uni pay di ted price.

The Mayor, who had been seeking

seversl hundred million in conces-
sons, called the desl "an

find savings that are #ood for the ity
and for

duce or avoid layoffis in other agencies
a5 well, but unfortunately other unions
were not willing to find savings that

(Continued on Page @)

Decry Release of Suspect
Bus Driver’s Brutal Beating
Spurs Union Call for Shield

By FLORA FAIR

Marlene Bien-Aime said she was
3ust doing her jobs as a Bus Operator

une 21 when she was brutally heaten
by n &rimnmger in The Bronx
port Workays Union Loeal 100 ecalled
this a prime example of why bus safe-
ty must be taken more serious] )

Ms, Bien-Aime was drivi
when she st in front
Unjvm.i&y. en 17-year-old Stean-
geli Meding tried to hoard the bus
with a small dog hidden in her jeck-
et, the driver spoited it and told her
that the Metropolitan rtation
Authority didn't allow dogs on the bus
unless they were in carriers,

A Barrage of Punches

“1 told her the MTA puls safaty
first," she gaid, then described liow
the young woman reacted with rage.

“She was upset and she punched me
in my syes while I was stil] sitting,”
recalling that the tean punched her
several more times in her eyes, face
and body. *I still have a lot of puin,*

she anid’

During a press conference the fol-
lowi VA gdn Bien-Aime removed
her to reveal the badly discol-
ored area around her right eye, which
was completaly swollen sliul. She also
had visible bruises on her baotly,

Bhe said she took off her seathell (o
try to get awag, That's when' the
WOman ed her out of the bus by
her hair, and she fall buckward down
the bus steps and onto the sidewsallk.
She said she triad to call for help, but
it all happened so ickly that she
couldn't really do herself *I was

(Continued on Page 8)

example of
how labor unions can wark with us to

their overall member. |
ship.” He added, “We had hoped to re- |

| CityTy

WHERE
chart showing how prosecuiors believe money n
contractors to two men churged with bilking th

THE MONEY WENT: U.S

dollars. A new indictment
Mark Mazer and Gerard

ence Applications International Co
3 i projoct so they could bi
| consultants st inflated rates,

me

1
. Attorney Pree

unveiled June 20 gays
Denauit, who wag proje

oration, infl
it

the city for

Could Indict City Official
Allege Almost All C

Spending “Tainted b

By MARK TOOR

Three defendantz have besn added
to n new fraud indictment arising
from the CityTime project, but the
probe won't im complete untl) (he
courts "hold everyone responaible ne.
countible,” LS. Aflorney Praet, Bharara
said ai i June 20 press conference. He
refused repeatedly under fueshioning
to rule outindictments of ¢y ufficials
or the prime contractor, science Appli-

cations International Corporation,
¢ CityTime project was corrupt
ed toits core by une of {he largest and
most brazen frauds against, the City
of New York,” Mr. Bharara said. The
project, originally budgeted at $63
million, hog cost the eity $700 million
and is still not finished, Mr. Bharsra
ulso wnnounced Lhat a second defon-

dant had agrecd Lo plead guilty and
teutify against the others,

The Iceberg Cometh Into Focus

“The charges announced in this case
by our offices last December [in the
original indictment) wepe certunly sig-
n]i}lgmm. and yel they wers only a par-

tial view of the i
missioner of Ir
Hearn, whose «
My Bharara’s
“More of the ice
The new indj
press conferenc
leged conspirac
tors to defraud
er and went d¢
thought. The cc
ed to overbill tk
size and scope
Bharara said. A
apiracy, the indi
Iy the ent“ﬁ{ '
million that the
the CityTime pr
rectly or indirem
The indictmer
Mazer, alleged
scheme, “had a ¢l
fessional relatior
tor of the city's
minigtration
That waz an a

(Continu

Didnt Think About the Rish
Dying 9/11 First-Res
Told His Story on Y

By MARK TOOR

“lknew al the time | was breathing
!0 somie poisonous chemicals, and I'm
Bayihg to myself 20 yeurs from now
I'm going to wind up with lung cancer
or something,' " said retired NYPD
Capt. Barry Galfano of the three
months & decade gn during which he
spent nedrly every day at Ground Zezo,

It didn't take 20 years, It took few.
er than eight. Mr, Galfano died June
26 at the uge of 57, after contracting
multiple forma of cancer in his lungs,
liver, {‘ega and brain,

What Cops Went Through

He was interviewad on vidan by the
Captains' Endowment Asgocigtion,
The eight-minute piece thet resulted
15 posted on YuuTuY:e and on the CEA
witbsile, www.nypdeen. com

“Its pretty powerful and ii's u good
representation of what police officers
wanl through after 8711 " ("[A presi-
dent Roy Richter said in an InLervigw,

Mr. Galfiunn, who retived in 2008 wi

BARRY GALF
ing leader paic

“By the time I 501
Rlane bad hit and T
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HHC Defends Plan To
Send Out Laundry

(Continued from Page 3)

full in-sourcing, with all 16.5 million
Fn-unda of laundry in-house, the dif-
erential would be even greater”
Councilwoman i Carmen
Arroyn, who chairs the Health Com-
mittee, said that HHC should have
petitioned the Council for help with
capital funding before proceeding
with the plan, but Mr. Aviles said that

the laundry was low on its priorities
list com to other hospital sup-
plies renovations.

Dealings With Firm ‘Positive’

“We prioritize the capital needs
that we have and this has never come
to the top of thet list,” he said. “The
list is always much longer than the
ca&i,tl:il dollars evailable,

en asked about Sodexo’s hastory
of cost overruns by Councilwoman
Debi Rose, Mr’ﬁvﬂes said that HI-IIC's
experience with the company put ham
2t ease. experience ¥ma been
very positive—they have completely
met thair contractual responsibili-
ties,” he said, and pointed out that
while the company had lost one of its
contracts with the U. S. Marine Corps,
it had retained another.

Mr. Aviles assured the Council,
which repeatedly invoked the specter
of the CityTime project's allegedly
criminal cost inflation, that the con-
tract does not allow for cost overruns
and can be canceled if its terms are
not met.

“Sodexo is one of the largest employ-
ers in the world,” he said. “They are
employed by every level of govern-
ment in the United States. .. Most hos-
pitals both here in New York City and
around the country, particularly in ur-
ban areas, outsource this service.”

Save by Underpaying Staff

DC 37 Associate Director Henry
Garrido also testified at the hearing
cul: outsourcing lgfgﬁa "E:dexo en
ployees earning an hour cannot
afford to ?ny for their benefits, while
BCL employees receive benefits,” he
said. "l C is starting dl;!l\;fn a slip-
pery slope u.m.mﬂ ¢ sarvicas
where potf;;:s at v{?:g WAgES Are
destroyed.”
~ He said that the closing of the facil-
ity would hit its East Flatbush neigh-
borhood hard, even if the workers
would be redeployed within HHC, be-
cause of the areas businesses Lhey
have patronized. “The BCL is an im-
portant source of jobs and a hub of
economic activity for East Flatbush,”
he said.

Ms. Arroyo also asked Mr. Aviles to
reverse the outsourcing before Lhe
plant closes, which it currently is set
v do around mid-Novamber, “T under-
stand the challenge you’re con-
fronting,” she said. “But I'm not sure
thia is the right thing to dv, .. We urge
the corporation to really rethink this
and work with vs.”

Union Wants Shields for Bu Driers

(Continued firom Page 1)
capfht by surprise,” Ms. Bien-Aime
sai

She was hit several more times out-
gide the bus before -by man-
agod to subdue Ms. ina. The driv-
er was treated for s biack sye and mi-
nor injuries at St. Barnabas Hospital.
Ms. Medina was charged with assault,
menacing and harassment

“Three Bus Operators
ed a week and it's just business as
usoal,” said Local 100 President John
Samuelsen. “More Bus tors a
weak get assaulted than Police Offi-
cers in New York City and nobody’s
doing a damn thing about it.”

MTA: Developing a Shield

The MTA was also quick to con-
demn the attack. “We find the recent
assault of Bus rator Marlene
Bien-Aime extremely disturbing and
remain committed to the safety and
security of our Bus Operators,” MTA
spokesman Charles Seaton said. “We
are currently working to develop a
protective shield for Bus Operators
that will serve as an effective barrier
and enable the operator to drive the
bus safely and comfortably”

Ms, Bien-Aime testified before a
grand jury last week. “We want safe-
ty to help us” she sawd prior o testi-
fying. “We go through this every day.”

Unijon officials said the Assistant
District Attorney argued for a $10,000
bail for Ms. Medina, but Bronxz Crim-
inal Court Judge John Hecht released
her on her own recognizance.

Local 100 Secretary-Treasurer Earl
Phillips said it's been a years-long
struggle to make the buses better-
aq :Ssod for safety. "All of our buses
should be protected with safety barri-
ers by now,” he said. "And somehow
that's not in place.”

When asked how the cash-
strapped MTA could pay to outfit its
entire fleet with better barriers, he
said there are other options for fund-
ing. “I don’t think that the Authori-
ty’s done enough to get this money,”
he said, referring to Homeland Secu-
rity money.

ot assault-

Used to Equip Greyhound Buses

Mr. Phillips said the barriers on
Greyhound buses are provided
through such funding, and Local 100
fesls it should get the same for its
drivers. He also ciled major cities
such as London and Lisbon, which
have full barriers of tempered glass
and metal that drivers can raise and
lower themselves, “The MTA, l.he‘f
didn’t go for that,” Mr. Phillips said,
claiming it was because it didn't like
the idea of bus drivers having the
discretion to raise or lower the
shield.

Frank Austin, Local 100 Chairman
of the Manhattan and Bronx Surface
Transit Operating Authority, said the
fatal stabEGmg of Brooklyn bus driver
Edwin Thomas in 2008 galvanized the

2 AT Ny L
EARL PHILLIPS: ‘All buses
should have barriers.

union to push for better bus safety.

The 46-year-old was knifed by a man

who refused to pay the fare at o Bed-

ford-Stuyvesant stop.

Though Local 100 has been pu.shjn%
to have all buses squipped with viny
shields (the glass in other shields can

broken and used as a weapon), it's
slow going. “There’s no reason why all
these buses shouldn't be fitted with
the vinyl shields,” Mr. Phillips said,
adding that the MTA's latest pur-
chase of articulated buses came
equipped with shields, and that the

‘A took out the ?laaa component of

the shield sarn;% L wantad to use a
different kind of material. “They're
the ones that are buying the buses—
the buses should come equippad with
shields that both sides already agree
on,” he said,

MTA: We Will Expand Pilot
Mr. Seaton contended, however,

that the buses were delivered with
doors that can only be retrofitted with

P

JOHN SAMUELSEN: ‘Gone
on for too long.’

shields, and that a design must first
be upon.

@ move approximately nine mil-
lion people every day just in the New
York City area alone,” Mr. Phillips
said, adding that it's a high-risk city
for bus drivers.

*“This has been a chall , but s0
fur we have installed shields on five
buses as part of & pilot p jact,” Mr.
Seaton sad. “This pilot will be broad-

ened with the purchase of 100 more
shislds and new buses will be ordered
with an eye toward easily retrofitting
the barriers once the speafications
and design are determined.” But
that's just a fraction of the city's fleet,
and there's no indication of just when
all buses would be equipped with bar-

Ters.

“If three bosses were getling as-
saulted a week, they would give
tham police escorts,” Mr. Samuelsen
said. is, by far, has now become
one of the most important issues fac-
ing our union. It's just gone on for
too long.”

City Budget Spares Teachers

(Continued from Page 6)

complaints, particularly from police
and correction-union leaders, were that
the stabilization fund was not sup-
posed to be used to close budget holes,
and that using it for thai purpose
would spare the Mayor and Ms. Quinn
from making tough choiess that might
have led the Council Speaker to head
off the layoffs and fire closings anyway.

Some Unions Felt Excluded

There were also internal tensions that
resnlted from some union leaders believ-
ing thay were being improperly exclud-
ed from negotiating sessions. Even Uni-
formed Fire Officers Association Presi-
dent Alexander Hagan, who figured to
favor the proposed deal in order to spare

g fire li'ld)mpanm 1ast week stated mt
wou any agreement that
was mamm soliting his input.

On the Mayor’s side, questions were
raised about diverting some of the
health-fund money to the welfare funds,
which provide benefits that aren’t of-
fered under employess’ basic health
ﬂia.ns. Concerns in that aren appear to

ave been magmified by a deal reached
June 22 hetween Governor Cuomo and
the largest state-employee union, the
Civil Service Employees Association,
that if ratified would impose a three-
vear wage [resze while also requiring
union members to increase their health-
benefit contributions by up to 60 per-
cent. State workers currently pay 10
percent of their health-premiums for in-
dividual coverage 26 percent for
family plans, while the basic eity health
plan contains no employee cost.,

CHARGES ¢« HEARINGS * TRIALS
TERMINATION * OATH * ARTICLE 78
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NYPD * CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION

(212) 227-8140
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THE LAW FIRM FOR WORKING PEOPLE

* DISABILITY PENSIONS

* WORKERS COMPENSATION
 SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
* PERSONAL INJURY
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RAIL SNEAKY

5 Off-peakis now sine to 11 frains
per boux, o ene every 5.5 0 6.7
mingles. it was 1010 12 trains per
haur, ar one every 5 to 6 minutes.

B AM. peakis wow 16 traing per
hour, or owe every 1.8 cdanies.
It was 18 traias an hour, ar ane
every 3.3 minutes.

B PAM.peakis now 13 traiss per
oue, or ome every 4.5 mimstes. It
was 14 trains per hour, orone ev-
ery 4.3 minutes.

B Off-peakis pow 13 trains per hewx,
or ene evesy 4L miaates. It was
15 trains per hour, or ane every
4 minutes.

= A poakis now 21 trains pes
houz, or ene every 2.9 minaties.
[t was 23 trains per hour, or one
every 2.6 minutes.

u PAL peak is pow 20 trales per
howx, or ame every 3 minutes.
{t was 22 trains per hour, ar ane
every 2.7 minutes.

MTA slashes trains on the 1 and 6 lines
with no word, claims ‘impact is small’

THE MTA HAS quetly reduced the nmum-
ber of trains running on two of its busiest —
and most crovweded —subway [ines, the Deaily
Newshaslesmed.

The Metropolitan Transportation Au-
thority scabked back both rushi-rour and off-
peak service on the Nos. 6 and 1 lineson Ju-
ly 1, withoot pubtic discussian ar debate as

ous situation,” Esposito said.
Underthesched\dedmnge.thenumhet
of rush-hour trains an the Ne. 6 line have
fom 23 to 21. Off peak, there are
13 trains per howr, down from 15.
“Whoever created the [new] schedule
should be forced to ride the 6 trair all day.”
rider Mary Dohnalek complained in a letter

typically oecurs with service cuts. 10 NYC Transit that she provided The
The muthority suid the News,
changes were seasomil Ou the No. 1 line. the
schedule adjustments be authority now nms 16
: BY PETE DONOHUE - £ .
cause ridership is lightes NEWS prbiey traing during the morning
during the LY s —  msh hoars, down from 18.

riders expressed amazement the MTA
would reduce service as trains — particularly
atrush hour — remain packed.

“The MTA is cutling corners at riders’ ex-
pense,” passenger Dominic Esposito. 37,
griped. The Bronx research administrator
boarded a No. 6 train at about S p.m. last
week and thought it seemed mare crowded
than usual. He worried the cramped quar-
texs and heal could cause someane to fainl
and fallontotheracks.

“Bach platform wes more crowded than
the next,” Espasito sard

Al the Grand Centre] station, he recalled
a canductor telling riders not to board be-
cause, “There's no way they could all fitan
thisane.”

“] became concerned because | can see
this overcrowding as a patentially danger-

Off-peak. it was running
10to 12 trains an hourbut now operates be-
tweennineand 1},

A moming commuter shauld see a No. 1
train every 3.8 minutes instead of every 3.3
minutes under the previous schedule, the
authasitysaid.

MTA spokeswoman Deirdre Parker said
the schedule changes were a pilot program
and thec MTA may make futher adjust-
ments. She said the new schedules slightly
increased customers’ waits but downplayed
theinconvenience.

“Both of these roules have very frequent
service, so the customer impact is sraall and
there are multiple benefits, includng operat-
ing mare cost-effectively, reducing our enet-
gy use, which has an added environmental
benefit " Parkersaid.

pdonohue@nyiiadynews.com
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What should the Holocaust cost?

f you really want to despise someone,

ook no further than Stamford, Conn.,

where you can find Basil (Bill) Pana-

gopulos, who runs Alexander Histori-

cal Auctions, This vutfit prides itself in
its Facebook entry as being “one of the
world’s premier auctioneers of militaria
[sic], historic letters, manuscripts, docu-
ments and relics in all fields of collecting.”
The good Panagopulos also peddles Nazi
memorabilia.

Among the items he is offering for sale
today are “the hidden journals of Dr. Josef
Mengele,” with an estimated price tag of
between $300,000 and $400,000. Men-
gele, you may recall, was the S§ “doctor”
who ran selections for the gas chambers at
the Auschwitz-Birkenau death camps,
where he also conducted terminal medical
experiments on inmates. Among his vic-
tims was my mother’s sister, whom he sent
toher death in April 1944.

“One day,” my mother wrote, “a young
woman was late for roll call outside her bar-
rack. Mengele ordered her to come for-
ward, knocked her to the ground, and put
hig boot on her chest. H an aria
from Madame Butterfly, he kepi his foot
thereuntil she was dead. He showed the §§
men a new way of killing.”

So what precisely is Alexander Histori-
cal Auctions hawking? The “historically
important” Lot 4, according lo the auction-
house’s website, consists of “31 autograph

BEOURGUEST
BYMENACHEM ROSENSAFT

hideously-toothed beast at upper-right, &
smiling cyciops, a car shown between two

manuscripts, approx. 3,380+ pp. in various
formats, largely bound journals. . . some il-
lustrated.”

The content of these journals: reminis-
cences, ponderings on eugenics, “philo-
sophical and introspective writings,”
poems and travelogues. Who cares? The
ramblings of a sadistic sociopath who mur-
dered thousands more than Osama Bin
Laden ever did should not be allowed to
yield a small fortune in profits to the anony-
mous consignor — with a healthy commis-
sionto Panagopulos, of course.

Moreover, the lucky purchaser will
"“own the copyright to materials contained
within the lot™ together with the consignor
until Dec. 31, 2035, Say what? Yup, the
seller of this garbage, presumably richer to
the tune of several hundred thousand dol-
lars after today’s auction, will retain the
“co-exclusive rightto use copiesof any and
all writings in this lot in any documentary
or film about Josef Mengele or any direct
relutiye of Josef Mengele *

But wait, there’s mare,

Lot 5isan “extremely rare and revealing
page full of pencil drawings in Mengele's
hand, some captioned, undertaken while
he was in hiding in South America, ca.
1970. Among the sketches is a four-legged

llapsing buildings, & Lutheran priest
complaining about taxes," and so on. The
estimated price for this gem is between
$7,000 and $9,000. Pardon me while 1
puke,

And just in case you're n bit squeamish
and Mengele is not up your alley, Alex-
ander Historical Auctions will gladly sell
vou a handsome signed and dated 1924
phot of Adolf Hitler himself (Lot 1,
estimated price: $15,000 to $18,000); a
handwritten birthday greeting
from the Fuhrer to a presum-
ably Aryan ‘“gracious lady”
{Lot 7, price tag: $10,000 to
$12,000) or, for the budgel-
conscious neo- or ¢rypto-Nazi,

Connecticut's
disgusting

crimi 'd;u“ hi _‘,h.ﬂ.'ﬂn:' ’v ’—MEPL
apparently, the magnitude of the outrage.

Let's be cleay. While selling child por-
nography is a criminal act, establishing a
market for signed Mengele manuscripia is
perfectlylegal, in this country at least.

But the same First Amendment that al-
lows Panagopulos and his ilk to abet the
glorification of Nazism allows the rest of us
10 expose and ostracize the purveyors of
such abscenities.

Do Mengele's disgusting affects have
some historical value? Certainly,

And Pa lgs apparent-
Iy offered meclfl‘}:einumals to
Yad Vashem, Israel’s Holo-
caust museum and memorial.

Key word there: sell. Apparent-

ly, the museum made the very

a posteard signed by Hitler's proﬂteer sound judgment that such arti-
sister Paula valued at a measly facts should not be traded for
§200108300. financial gain, Obvipusly. Which is why
Thisisnot the first time Panagopuloshas  the online suction site eBay prohibits the

played in the big leagues. In February of
last year, he claimed that he had sotd an-
other Mengele journal to the grandson of
an Auschwitz survivor who was going to
donate it to a Holocaust museum, At the
time, the American Gathering of Jewish
Holocaust Survivors and Their Descen-
dants conderned the sale as “a cynical act
of exploitation aimed at prafiting from the
writings of one of the most heinous Nazi

sale of Nazi memoribilia, as does Yahoo!

Panagopulos has no such qualms. If we
as a society boycott Iran, the least we can
do is boycott him and the other lowlife
profiteers he enables.

Rosensaft, a lecturer at Columbla Law
School and adjunct professor of law at Cornelf
Law School, Is vice president of the American
Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors and
Thelr Descendants.
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Doesn't Weigh OT, Execs’ ]mpzzct
TWU: ‘Overpaid’ MTA Staff
Based on Overblown Stats

By FLORA FAIR
Who is th‘:'nmgc'tmﬁ wm‘?h
u recent report from
SeeThroughNY—a wuobsite ana-
lyzes state financial data—it's someone

greatest percan
with dxg.ﬁuv Ari .4 percent
of th&;vpr orce—Local E:?otwﬁ'd.h
i5 a consequence many
Reshuffling the High Cards

“Despite l.beheawts, the MTA remains
to; in management,"
Lo P L o
t one
in Wi a‘;lauu has 18 managers
for 180 with the managers'
salaries all in $100,000-§150,000
He attributes thisto an
to Euﬂle

JOHN SAMUELSEN: Don’t
believe the hype.

“You can't have it both wnyn—;&u
can't tell Loeal 100 members, ‘We
don’t have a job for you’ when the
wwkkei:'_ dgme and other M'!r;A
wor! are picking up overtime for
that work,” BB Samuelsen said.

He also em ized that overtime
waa really affected by the Decomber
2010 blizzard, which left MTA Crews
working around the clock to keap pub-
lic transportation running. “If it was-
o't for Local 100 members digging out
subway tracks and digﬂng out busas,

the

line,” Mr. Samuaelsen said, calling this
“some of the most grueling work in
New York City" Workars were pai
time-and-a- for these shifta. “And
we deserve every penny,” he said,

Real Salary Average $65G

t;?: union a|'.|.l;ﬂa.r|ﬂ:m-- wurgng on the
city's buses and subways, the average
pay is far less than 87({&90—“'3 clos-
er lo 856,000 without overtime.
Despite 2010's heavy sarvice cuts
and three straight years of fare hikes,
it seems MTA can't got its
bDr.‘\ks tive coritics

thin a certain range of the New
York City Transi

it system has been
heavily criticized buf is a key source

of money for NYC Transit, bnnm.gi in
more than $1 billion a - But $260
million in transit fumi:ns has been
lost in tha last three years when mon-
ey earmarked for thi agency was dj-
verted to the state's General Fund.
This is why unions, legislators and
adyu groups cam 80 hard

in place, the
New York City transit riders wouldn't
have suﬂ'mv,dy sarvice cuts last year,”
Mr. Samuelsen said. “The only way to
have a safe, reliable transit system is
to properly fund it and to realize that
it's an essential public service”
\
Get a subscription to
THE CHIEF-LEA DER today!
Call 212'962-2690 OF Uik WF ail;
THECHIEFLEADER.com
A one-year mail subscription is $30
An on-hne subscription i $27

BAIC WARFARE: Protestors from the
and other unions marched down 82nd £
Elleations International Corporatig

to protest the all

theft |

Demands Consultant ]

Tech Guild Pr
CityTime Crin

By DAVID SIMS

Members of the Civil Service Tech-
nical Guild took their fight to Science
Applications International Corpora-
tion’s headquartars Jul 14, protesting
its involvement in the di us City-
Time project amid the recent aﬂfrn-
tion by the US. Attorney's Office that
all of the $600 million paid to the firm
for i.h,«;I col::tract o‘f?n‘(a) tamnted by fraud,

With chants ityTime is o -
izod crime!" and "8AL-C, 600 miﬁ?;ln

lease!® members of the Tech Guild,
rmc.aT 376 of District Council 37, de.
scended upon SAI(Vs cilg offices near

erald Square to press for 3 return of
the monsy two mayoral adminisira-
tions have spent over the last 13 years
on the time-clack project.

An Early Critic of Project

“They lvok like they could spare
some money,” Local 375 Secretary Jon
Forster said through a bullhorn as the
crowd marched down 32nd 8L, to the
building, “Let's say $600 million, and
call it even?”

The Tech Guild was the first union
to pratest the CityTime project in
2008, focusing both on its cost over-
runs since it was launched by the Giu-
liani & tion and on the intru-
give nature of the cock-in system ai
workplaces that had never usad such
technnlogy before,

Or you can subscribie to hoth for $40

“CityTime was not needed in 2006,
and it'’s not aeeded now,” Mr. Forster

said
comj
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MTA chief ditches agency after two years for Hong Kong transit gig

[ o

(@ &

Jay Walder

Celebrate your Special Day at the Historic
Riverside Church
Wedding Ceremonies
Impeccably Catered Receptions by Pasha Events
A Welcoming and Affirming Spirisel Community that has celebrated sarme-sex unions since 1991

Comtoct: Angela Gragary * Wedding Coordinator * (212) 870-6762 * weddings(@riversidechurch.net
www.riversidechurch.net




MTA chief ditches
NYC for Hong Kong

Officlals shocked as Walder suddenly e pay we axpect sarvice to
better,” sald Ashley Mo-
leaves agency for Job in Far East ralas, 23, of ths Bronx.
Gov. Andrew Cuomo has
BY MARC BEJA of the Transport Workers not selectad a successor for
marcheja@am-ny.con Union, slamming the staffand ~ Walder, who earnad $350,000
service auts. “Transit ayeer. Possible replacements,
Start the countdown won't miss Jay Walder." that have been floated in-
clock. Gens Russianoff of the clude Long island Rail Road
MTA Chairman Jay Walder  Straphangers Campalgn, President Helena Willlams,
abruptly resigned Thursday however, saild Walder a  who has served as an intarim sha doesn't eign up fast for
to take the reins of a private  very effectiva MTA chatrman, MTA chief, and former As- psychological counseling,
Hong Kong-based transit parucularly in bolstering samb. Richard something her lawyer
company that operates in  the credibility of the MTA's Whoever Cuomo picks sald the actress couldn't
Asta and Europe. His last day  reputation of trying to find  must have “a real proven afford.
will be Oct. 1. efficiency,” transportation background *If she doesn't have the
"We brought stability and Some straphangers sald — not a stupgap potitical ap- means [to pay), maybe she
credibility to the MTA by service has Lmproved, but paintment,” Russianoff said. knows somebody who
making every daller coumt,by many were still fuming over “It‘'sa critical moment in the could help out,” judge
delivering long-overdue im- the fare hike “For the monsy  agency.” Stephanie Sautner told
provements, and by refusing The cash-sirapped Lohan's attorney, Shawn
to settle for business as usual,” MTA's capital-projecis Holley, who said that
Walder said tn a statament of s out of maney wouldn't be a problem.
his two-year temre. "We have ot ths end of the year, The judge also told the
accomplishad quite a lot.” and the contract with "Mean Girls” star to speed
Walder, ga, was lauded the union is also st up completion of her
by some for streamlining JUDGING JAY 0 expira 480 hours of community
work, trimming spending MTA officials sarvice.
and installing subway - sesmed shocked by *I don't want to hear,
countdown clocks, a real- When Jay Walder ssmmed contral 15 aninouncement ‘Sorry, 1 was on the set
time bus tracking pilotand Ve theMTAniste 2005, hewst  4},0¢ walder will of the John Gotti movie, *
Seloct Bus Servico routea.  3numbar of gosls for hls tewr. oo, CRO of the Sautner sald In reiterat-
His critica, however, S0 how didhedo? MTR Corporetion

noted that subway station
agents were laid off and
booths shuttered and that

He loaves New York
City transit in warse shape
than when he arrived,” said
John Sammelsen, president

© Cut administrative costs

® Redure service costs

© Speed up bus service

® Provide transit arvival updates
® Add new fare technology

» Improve subway stations

v
X
7/
v
X
x

° Cnmnicat!whhridersonw:/

vices

on Jan. 1 and not
complete his six-
year term.

°I thought jay
was going to finish
out his term,” satd
MTA Board Mem-
ber Mitchell Pally.
“Things bappen. I'm

Ups and
downs of
Walder era

about t. But | don't
and more service ifo.  know what the

answer is.”
amny.com

APRK. 20M:

MTA debuts
new high-tech inter-
com systems in two
Lexington fine sta-
tions to help riders
with directions and
other neetls.

JULY 30

Walder lays out
ﬂveayezplmtosh#n

WEEKEND, JULY 22-24, 201

ing that Lohan needed to
complete the service by
Anri

prik

The judge did say that
Lohan, a5, has properly
enrolled in a “shoplift-
ers alternative® course
and has paid all fines in
connection with her no-
contest plea in a January

theft.

Sautner expressed
consternation, however,
that Lohan has only com-
pleted four days’ worth of
her scheduled 35 days of
community service at the
Los Angeles Downtown
Women's Conter. Holley
reminded the judge that
no service was to be done
during Loban's 35-day
house arrest. pewsoavasarn)

Lindsay Lohan arvives for
court Thursday. @™

amNewYork 03
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Subways
filthiest in
the city

By ZACH CRIZER
and JENNIFER FERMINO

Bronx straphangers should
slip on a pair of gloves.

Subway stations in the city’s
northernmost borough are the
grimiest and most rank in the
entire city — placing them
dead last in terms of cleanli-
ness, graffiti and litter, accord-
ing to a new MTA report.

After pestering top brass
about the filth, MTA board
member Charles Moerdler said
the dirt and decay are so dire
that some Bronx stations
should be torn down.

“We have the worst stations
in the entire system,” fumed
Moerdler, who lives in River-
dale, at yesterday’s transit com-
mittee meeting.

“I used to be a buildings com-
missioner, and if I stil was
buildings commissioner, 1

would condemn them!” he said.

MTA inspectors found that
the borough’s subway stations
only passed muster a mere 785
percent of the time in June,
according to the figures re-
leased yesterday.

That score calculates the per-
centage of time MTA officials
rated the subway stations to be
clean, citing litter, graffiti and
overall tidiness.

“In the morning, the rats
greet me at the end of the plat-
form at 149th Street,” said Rosa
Cruz, 42, a college administra-
tor who works in The Bronx.

“Manhattan gets more main-
tenance. If the neighborhood

The percentage of
submstnﬂnns.by

urar::‘fhot clunlrnm.
QUEENS!
86:4%)

MAN HA‘ITM

* We have the worst stations in the
entire system. | used to be a buildings
commissioner, and if | still was bulldings
commissioner, | would condemn them!

— MTA board member Charles Moardler, from The Bronx

gets better, the subway stations
get better. I've seen it happen
in Williamsburg,” she said.
Queens’ stops were deemed
the most sanitary, scoring high
ratings 86.4 percent of the time.
Brooklyn came in second at
86 percent, followed by Man-
hattan, which got 82.4 percent.
But in The Broux, garbage-
filled platforms, disgusting
odors and crumbling, dirt-
caked walls are the norm all
over the borough, yet another
recent report found.
“You see rats just as much as
commutersi” Bronx Borough
President Ruben Diaz Jr. said

A Bronx ‘sme

after issuing his own scathing
report two months ago,

“There's cracks on the wall,
garbage on the tracks, bad
smell,” he said.

Even the heavily trafficked
149th Street/Grand Concourse
station — which has over 3 mil-
lion riders a year — is a grubby
mess.

The walls in The Bronx’s
busiest station were covered in
muck and displayed “unsightly
deterioration,” Diaz's report
read.

The MTA swears it's already
begun to fix many of the prob-
lems.

“We have completed station

3

uoisem 3 sHluoy

rehabs at 42 of the 71 Bronx sta-
tions that serve 91 percent of
the borough's riders,” said
Kevin Ortiz, an MTA spokes-
man. There are 468 stations in
the entire city.

“We are currently working on
oine statioos and have plans to
work on 17 other Bronx sta-
tions, pending the availability
of capital funds," he added.

Bronx residents aren’t hold-
ing their breath — except
maybe to avoid the stench.

“It is always dirty, the walls,
the ground. They need to steam
it,” said Delores McFadden. a
clerk from Parkchester.

Jennifer.fermino@nypost.com
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Sweltering heat at Sl school sends kid to hosp

By JENNIFER BAIN
and YOAV GONEN

A 12-year-old attending a
Staten Island school for
students with disabilities
was hospitalized after tum-
ing blue from overheating
yesterday — enraging par-
ents who said they’ve been

complaining for  years
about malfunctioning air

conditioners there.

The student at the Hun-
gerford School in Clifton,
which also serves students
with medical conditions
that include sensitivity to
heat, was overcome with
breathing difficulties
shortly after entering a
physical-therapy class,
according to parents.

They said temperatures

in some classrooms topped
90 degrees after last
week's heat wave — de-
spite their complaints to
the Department of Educa-
tion that the school's cen-
tral cooling system was
dangerously ineffective.

“The teacher sensed
there  was  something
wrong, and, luckily, the

nurse was in the room, be-

cause he started turning
blue,” PTA  President
George Leicht said of the
student, who was treated
at Richmond University
Medical Center.

Leicht said he and other
parents often keep their
kids home from the school
and its off-site buildings
because of hot bus rides
followed by unbearably

warm classrooms

Department spokes-
woman Margie Feinberg
said officials were aware of
the hospitalized students’
medical conditions and
were investigating the mat-
ter.

Additional reporting by
Kelsey Huebert and Sally
Goldenberg

yoav.gonen@nypost.com

"Gay-nupfials
wedding suit

They’re crashing the wedding

rty.
Opponents of same-sex mar
filed the first lawsuit agunnn:F
MNew York state measure yesterday,
attacking politicians who allegedly
violated open-meetings lsws — and
had the nerve to turn off their cell-
phones.

A coalition of clergymen, under
the umbrella of New Yorkers for
Constitutional Freedoms, wants the
Marriage Equality Act thrown oul,

that state senators cut ille-

sroom deals,

laintiffs were lE\:.rnc\.llax'hr
ail.iﬂ'ul that w%tem Iscg]in:
allegedly ol i mol
m?m June 24, the day of the

“Republican  senators  turned
their ce off so that neither
the p r their staff could
reach them,” wrote Rena Linde
valdsen, lhrvmdiliun‘s lawyer, of

a.

Lynchhby
Inshm"%'lmn. a iukﬂlmsn fon
Gov. Cupmn, scoffed, “The plain
tiffs lack a hasic undmtandi:g of
the laws of the state of New
The suit is without merit.”
Amber Sutherlanc
and David K. L

Mag: Pal hated
Edwards’ wite

Bunny Mellon loved John Ed-
wards, but she couldn’t stand the
two-timing pol's cancer-stricker
wife, Elizabeth, according to ¢
news report.

The socialite philanthropis
“was not enamored of his wife anc
didn’t want her to know” abou
the piles of money she was plow
ing into Edwards’ presidentia
campaign, Mellon lawyer Ale
Forger old Newsweek.

Although Edwards played Mel
lon like a fiddle and allegedly usec
750,000 of her money to cover u
an affuir, the hc‘irms, 100, still a
mires her g

“He would have een a grea
president,” Mellon gushed.

Jeane Macintos.

‘Dead’ man rise:

JOHANNESBURG — A Sout!
African man awoke to find him
self in a morgue fridge — nearlr
a day after his family thought h
had died after an asthma attack.

The man awoke Sunday after
noon, some 21 hours after hi
family called in an undertake
who sent him to the morgue
Health Department spokesmal
Sizwe Kupelo said yesterday.

The man started yelling
prompting morgue workers t
run away in fear, Kupelo saic
They eventually returned am
rescued him. A
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Subway turnstile jumpers saving loads of money, even when they are c... http://www.nydailynews.com/ny_local/2011/07/26/2011-07-26_turnsti...

: LS
» ON TWITTER

Home Autos Real Estate Jobs Classifieds Apps PlaceanAd BuyPictures BuyTickets Deal of the Day ﬁg, Login Register

NYDailv News.com SME BLOGS DISCUSSIONS WEB Search powsred by N~ 1{ OO/

DAILY=NEWS Local L .

News Sports Gossip Entertainment Events Local Opinion Life& Style uPhoto More Sections ehlike

Bronx Brooklyn Queens Uptown Education Weather Traffic Directions Lottery Death Notices Latino  Photos

Article
Comments (21)

Share

Subway turnstile jumpers saving loads of money, even when they are caught, study shows

BY Daniel Prendergast and Pete Donohue
DAILY NEWS WRITERS

Tuesday, July 26th 2011, 4:00 AM

Recommend 61 people recommend this. Be the first of your friends.
1: = il

Bryan Smith for News
Fare-bealing apparently pays, a report by MTA analysts found. They sald the $100 scofflaw fine Imposed by the MTA seemingly does not serve as a deterrent for those who regularly
cheat.
. . Fare-beating is the cheapest way to
Taking city for a ride Donohue: No need to praise Walder travel on the subway - even if you

Heat wave makes MTA shut down clocks
Editorial: Jay Walder walks
MTA Chairman Walder announces resignation The Metropolitan Transportation

Should the MTA crack down on fare beating? get caught.

Yes. Clearly it's a problem that's out of control and costing the MTA a lot of money.

MTA chief. Efficiency can save $2B Autthority's subway division estimated
No. There are more serious crimes happening on the subway that should be addressed. Editorial: Truth in advertising fare-beaters entered without paying
48.5 milllon imes In 2009 - an
" ldont take the subway. astounding average of 50,684 a day.

Cops Issued just 120,000
VOTE summonses that year.

Evaders have a small chance of getting a summons, so small that not paying for a ride
makes economic sense to some straphangers, a new study shows.

A routine subway-fare scofflaw can expect to get hit with a $100 fine every six to 13 weeks, MTA analysts found.

Even with the fine, that was cheaper than buying a series of $27 weekly MetroCard passes, which adds up to $162 in a six-week span, the report said. After paying the summons, a
fare-beater would save at least $62.

The report was based on the fares in effect in 2009; the weekly fare is now $29, meaning a tumstile jumper would save even more.

"This basic street economics might explain observed evasion behaviors,” the authors of the report wrote, argulng stiffer penalties might cut down on scofflaws.

"Higher fines or aests may have better deterrent effects,” they wrote.

When told of the value in fare-beating, honest-paying riders called for a crackdown.

"People probably save a ton by jumping the fare," said Daniel Mathias, 27, of Manhattan. "Maybe the MTA should ralse the penalty a bit. it might scare people into paying.”
Still, some recently busted fare-beaters had second thoughts last week about their bad behavior.

"There are too many cops around,” said one man leaving the MTA's Transit Adjudication Bureau after paying the $100 fine. "it seems like there's a good chance of getting caught. As you
can see, | haven't been so lucky. It's just better to pay up."

A 26-year-old woman said the potential savings aren't worth the embarrassment.
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“Right after | did it, three cops came out of nowhere and caught me and everyone was staring," she sald.

Fare evasion cost the MTA $31 million last year.

Between January and March of this year, 1.5% of all subway rides were taken by fare evaders, compared with 0.9% in the corresponding period a year earlier.

The MTA said the report - presented at a transportation think tank's conference this year - was not an official document. Average weekday ridership is about 5.4 million.

"New York City Transit takes fare evaslon very seriously and is continually working with the NYPD on cost-effective strategies to combat it, such as targeting high-incidence locations and
placing cameras in key areas," MTA spokeswoman Deirdre Parker said.

She said transit cops have made 12,468 arrests for fare evaslon this year, up 5.5% from the same time last year. Officers have issued 37,825 summonses to evaders this year, a 1.7%
increase from the same period in 2010.

pdonchue@nydailynews.com
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The first thing | did when | arrived in NYC 3 years ago was to sign up for automatic payment through my bank account. | recelve statements by email to my blackberry. the card Is
continually replenished as the amount reserved for MTA is used up. | have never needed to buy a card. My pass was automatically renewed last December by sending me a new card in
the mail. Save yourselves the hassle of renewing your card, adding cash at the machine or walting in line at booths when you're in a hurry. If you are a senior citizen, you can go down to
MTA office in brooklyn, take a photo for an ID citizen discount card. Take the time to plan ahead and you will not regret it. Best thing I've done.

Report Offensive Post
Stopthefrippery
9:22:55 AM
Jul 26, 2011

Comment by Slugger at 7:34am is correct.

Report Offensive Post
Stopthefrippery
9:31:14 AM
Jul 26, 2011

Another thing....the number of people who actually don't pay "each time" they ride the subway Is being grossly exaggerated by the DN. Most people pay most of the time....and the cops
have to look out for suspicious back packs etc. (remember the anti-terror initiative). There are a fot more important things for cops to do than chase fare-beaters. (I do think they use
rookies for that usually though).

Report Offensive Post
Stopthefrippery
9:34:12 AM
Jul 26, 2011

....further more what's happening with these articles about fare beaters costing the MTA so much money is a set up for the INCREASE they want to impose in 2012, They are mind f**+**
all you supporter of "cracking down on fare beaters). The DN is doing MTA bidding here.

Report Offensive Post
lightdrew
9:38:10 AM
Jul 26, 2011

The jumpers are jumping housing food ,utiliies ,medicare and we wonder why this country is broke keep jumping jumpers and when the money runs out go jump.
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Report Offensive Post
0402
9:49:58 AM
Jul 26, 2011

| fall to see how NO ONE in position is able to see how badly the MTA

Report Offensive Post
CakeSniffer
9:52:08 AM
Jul 26, 2011

I'm no fan of the MTA or fare beaters, but if all this is true just Jack the fine to $250. Sheesh.

Report Offensive Post
0402
9:52:10 AM
Jul 26, 2011

js *==++++ yia mis-management. And | don't think that ticketing fare beaters with $100 dollar fines will help. if they don't have subway fare, how are they going to pay a ticket fine?

Report Offensive Post
BigJake
10:23:01 AM
Jul 26, 2011

frippery: What are you smoking? Just because someone lives in NYC, does not mean that they are working, or paying taxes. Transportation is not a right. if you want to use it, pay for it!
Some people can claim a commuter deduction on their taxes, If they eam enough & itemize.

Report Offensive Post
BigJake
10:43:18 AM
Jul 26, 2011

Perhaps a first-time fine of $100 is OK, but second offense should be $250, third $500 & fourth, etc. $1,000 each. Remove the profit motive.

Report Offensive Post
Click Here to see all comments or to Report Abuse
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Video: Armed Man Hijacks Subway Train

By John Del Signore on Jul 26, 2011

=

YL,
A

An emotionally disturbed man wielding a screwdriver allegedly climbed through the window of a 5 train
motorman's cab in the Bronx on Friday afternoon and ordered the motorman to drive the train or be
killed. Motorman Darryl George, 36, tells the Daily News he heard sounds of a disturbance while the
crowded train was in the 149th Street station and "opened my window to see what the situation was. He
said someone with a gun was trying to kill him." When George turned to radio a supervisor, Richard
Arrocho, 42, clambered through the window.

"He said, 'Move the train or I'm going to f-----g kill you," George recalls. "He wouldn't let me open the
door. He pulled a screwdriver and tried to stab me. The video—recorded in proper horizontal cell phone
aspect ratio by witness Ronald Baker!—starts as the two scuffle inside the cab, and a Good Samaritan on
the outside screams, "Driver, open the bloodclot door!" (For those unfamiliar with Jamaican Creole
vulgarity, "bloodclot" is one of the worst pejoratives in the book, even more offensive than "baldhead
vampire" or "frat boy with Bob Marley poster.") At any rate, the Daily News edition of the video starts
after an annoying commercial interruption:
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SPOILER ALERT: After moving the train one station to Jackson Avenue, the motorman was able to
escape the cab, and then one of the guys trying to help almost closes the door, which would have left the
crazy guy alone at the controls of the subway train. Luckily, the motorman and another Good Samaritan
managed to prevent that from happening, and they eventually succeed in calming down Arrocho slightly.
When police arrived, he surrendered without incident.

The News reports that Arrocho has a history of mental illness and has been arrested at least 40 times
since 1985 on various charges. "I could have lost my life over this,” George the motorman said. '"You
don't expect something like this to happen when you go to work." Perhaps, but most NYC subway
passengers kinda do expect something like this to happen on their way to work.

Contact the author of this article or email tips@gothamist.com with further questions, comments or tips.

Filed in News and tagged 5 train, mta, subway, subway fight, taking of pelham 123, the bronx
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Best term ever, bloodclot!....this blodclot heat is killing me mon!

I hour ago 3 Likes Like  Repla

jibbly
Bloodclot crazy!
42 minules ago inreply o tjuanatornado Like  Reply

i hotstepper

is this really the first time you've heard that curse? bumbaclot!
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MTA work not going your way

Audit finds service
disruptions when
no one is on job

terday, standing below the
Ed Koch Queensboro Bridge,
where shuttle buses replaced
No. 7 train service to Manhat-
tan.

BY MARC BEIA The sudit eyed 2g diver- ! :
marc.beja@am-ny.com sions over a two-month span | STRAPHANGERS :
in 2010 and found that work : b
Here's something to think  started late on 28 and ended o UL
about the next ime yourtrain  early on 21, costing the cash- :
isn't running on the weekend:  strapped MTA $10.8 million. :
The MTA is horribly bungling When work was done, | When auditors
its fix-it jobs, costing the trains were not always imme- | went to 39 subway
agency big bucks while diately put back into service. | stations affected
peedlessly inconveniencing  Inone instance, work Anished diversions last
straphangars, according to 10 hours bafore trains were i Jume and July, they
a |oint audit by the clty and  rolling again. | found several prob-
state compuollers. The worst Straphangers were ap- i lems with the way
part Is, sometimes work isn't  palled to haar of the comptrol- H were
even being done. lors' | notified of service
“The management of “That’s borrible,” said | changes. They
these diversions is wasteful, Cintia Moncion, 22, of Staten Induded:
unproductive and is taking Island °I thought they were
New Yorkersdownthewrong  really doing construction. | No more than 20
track,” State Comptroller feel fooled.” signs posted in a k
Thomas DiNapoli satd yes- The comptroller also said station — far fewer H
some projects blew the than the SO the MTA. ¢
Sarvico Status  »012skn agency's budget; four con- claimed to have i
ey RSP US tracts alone cost a combined posted. :
— ‘ $26.6 million more than ex- No signs in a |
e pected. If they had checked language other than i
all diversions in that period English i
GG (the MTA only gave them data Only.onesignin
Py on 2g), City Comptraller John 10 stati thel |
Liu said that amount “would ah.ous along |
000 absolutaly be mora” { and2lines, andnone
Responding to the audit, A transh worker tells straphangers that the No. 7 train Is out of service, s ey | on platforms, in cars '
. Transit President Tom Pren- i or g:; mhﬂ:::r:: i
dergast said although there m sald he was annoyed that he | ns
ot B | s "soma inhevert ineficiency 1 THEY WERE REALLY sometimes has to pay fora | of 13 elevators at
~  in the diversion implementa- DOING CONSTRUCTION. | FEEL cab on weekends when he | &\em. mwmdw:vh
. ton process ... [New York U . can't get home to Clinton Hill Americans wi
van . City 'leransit] look[s for ways FOOLED.’ straphanger Cintia Moncion sughway. i Disabilitles Act.
; Boaa b to keep unproductive time to “Weall buy MetroCardsand | Not enough
T a minimum.” simultaneously, "some pro}- slammed the MTA for doing  spend money that should be |  ads running im
.S___,ﬂ;';_m The MTA said service diver-  ects are extremely Involved, a poor job telling idersabout ~ going towards subways,” said ! s, contrary |
slons are necessary because  requiring several shutdowns,” subway diversians. Mayo, 21. “Peoplelivingonthe | ¢o the MTA's palicy. ]
The MTA’s wabsite cited the transit system runs 24/7. the agency added. “There’s a lot of chaos and G line should not be taken 3
16 train lines with service And although work is coor- Onsomeweekends,asmany  frustration among the public,” advantage of.” [SOURCE: NYSAV
disruptions b of dt d so that multiple jobs  as 18 lines were diverted. Liu said. CWITHTIFFANY LO) ORI ERS" AT
construction yestarday. in the same area are done The comptrotlers also NYU student Alex Mayo
Police eye UES serial groper
Stabbed man crashes his car,

after latest attack on woman

A man lifted up 8 woman's
skirt in an Upper East Side
subway station yesterday,
and cops are investigating
whether the attack ls part of
a pattern of gropings In the
naighborhood since January,
sources said.

The victim, who is tn her
208, was at the turnstile in the
Lexington Avenia/sgth Street
subway station just before
2730 p.m., when the suspect

pproached her from behind
and lifted up her skirt, report-
edly trying to snap a photo.

amny.com

Sources said that the vic-
tim yelled and fled.

investigators are trylng
to determine whether the
incident I8 linked to eight
other cases, the most recent
of which came this month.

11 and s5-foot-3, approached
the women from behind at or
near their homes and groped
them, police said.

All of the vicims were
women in their 20s and 30s.

Police released this image of a person suspectad in a series of
sarlier gropings on the Upper East Side.

killing self and 13-year-old girl

Police are probing
why a Brooklyn man
was stabbed before he
crashed his car Saturday
night, killing himself and
a 13-yearold pedestrian.

Sean Lewis, 44, was
trying to get help after he
was stabbed In the torso,
driving his Range Rover
down Paclfic Street in
Ocean Hill. He slammed
into three parked cars
and then backed up, hit-
tng anather parked car

MONDAY. AUGUST 1, 201}

and fipping his SUV over,

which landed on Kirra

Goddard, 13, killing her,
said

“It was too late for her
to get up and mave, and 1t
fust hit her,” Kirra's half-
sister, Tanisha Harewood.
told the Daily News.

Lewis was rushed to
Brookdale Hospital, ac-
cording to pollce. That was
where doctors realized he
had been stabbed before
the car wreck. (o)

amNewYork O3
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QUEENS. A pizzeria worker
who lives i Ridgewood.
(Queens, was arrested [or al-
legedly cyberstalking May-
or Michael Bloomberg's
daughrer, Georgina,
according 1o reports.
Salvatore Di Bartolo, 48,
sent e-mails, lext messages

NYC's #1 FREE DAILY

and even a Facebook post
declaring his love for 28-
yearold Georgina.

“Happy passover mike.
How is Giorgina doing?”
he posted on the mayor's
Facebook wall.

Di Bartolo had been
warned to stay away from
Georgina. according to the
Daily News, but “he did not
care” because they “were
going to be married.”
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Five years in -
jail for crime he
didn’t commit

QUEENS. A QLeens man

| was released from jail this

summer after spending
five years behind bars on
murder charges he was lat-
et cleared of Ryan Dufort
was just 15 and a
sophomore at Bayside
High 5chool when he was

by rats each year

© Health Dept. re

Metro
exclusive

See that piece of slimy trash
the subway rat is chewing?
You could be next.

Rodents bite about 100
New Yorkers each year, ac-
cording to city Health De-
partment statistics.

In 2010, rats chewed on
86 New Yorkers, and so far
this year, 29 people report-
ed getring their skin pierced
by a rodent’s sharp teeth.

The Health Department
records bites from people
reporting it on their web-
site, and from emergency
room doctors. But many
more bite horror stories
may go unreported

Some of the bites come
from mice, the Health De-
partment noted. In 2010,
34 of the total bites came
from mice, often snapping
at people while caught in
traps.

But rats have been
known to sink their teeth
into straphangers riding the
subway — Or €ven gnaw on
New Yorkers in their
homes. ’

Jimmy Tallman of Magic
Exterminating said he was
called to a Bronx apartment
where rats attacked a child.

“They were getting into a
crib and they bit on a baby's
toes,” he said. Rats some-
times climb right into a ba-
by's crib dnd suck milk out
of bottles, he said.

ports rats and mice bite people in all
© The wounds can cause

“You putaratina
situation where it
has to bite you, if
it's starving or it's
really hungry, you'll
get those bites.”

MICHAEL MORALES, EXTERMINATOR

In 2005, a 3-year-old girl
in the Bronx was chomped

on the back when a fat
crawled through a shower
tile, according to reports.

Another time, in Long Is-
land. a rat nosed into a par-
rot’s cage and ate the bird.
Taliman said.

“They're just attracted
to the food, and gnaw on a
human by accident, for the
most part.” said his exter-
minator partner Michael

five boroughs
diseases ranging from tetanus to rat bite fever

PHILY A T T

Morales.

If you are bitten by a rat
or a mouse, the Health De-
partment recommends i
mediate medical attention.
Bacteria from a rat’s teeth
can cause anything from
tetanus to rat bite fever.
which can be fatal.

€

ALISON BOWEN
alison.bowen@meuro.us

accused of killing
someone in a fight that oc-
curred inside a karaoke
club. He maintained bis
innocence the entire time,
telling cops he left the
club while the fight was
sl going on, bul was
found guilty anyway. His
case appears 10 have been
mishandled by law
enforcement, according to
a Daily News report.

@ METRO/CB

STAY WITH METRO ALL
DAY. FOLLOW US ONLINE
FOR MORE GREAT CONTENT

She loves
her 13
rodents

One wornan says rats
get a bad rap. Queens
resident Tara Delahoz,
29, says the 13 rats
she raises and breeds
in her home would
never bite. “They're
very docile creatures.”
she says. Rats are “so-
cial by nature.” she
says, and she ensures
they do not get biting
habits by nurturing
them from birth. She
began collecting pet
rats at 14. I saw
somebody with a pet
rat. The rat looked so
docile and so content
to sit on the owner’s
shoulder.” @ METRO/AB

Rat bite
health risks

Rat bite fever is rare,
but can be caught from
infected rodents. It
causes fever and a rash
about three days after a
bite. and can be fatal in
extreme cases. Lep-
tospirosis, a bacteria in-
fection from rodents
that causes fever and
vomiting, is reported
about one to three
times each year in the
city, according to the
Health Department.
Plague has not been re-
ported from a New
York rat, but two cases
were recorded last year
by a couple visiting
from New Mexico.
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A Fortunate Union Vote

halk up another win for Gov. Cuomo

— and New Yorkers: Rank-and-file

members of the state’s largest public-

employee union gave their blessing last
night to a contract calling for a three-year
pay freeze and other concessions.

Besides Albany, the news could have
great consequence for New York City and
its surrounding suburbs.

The Civil Service Employees Associa-
tion’s 66,000 members were being asked to
vote on a contract hammered out by their
leaders and the Cuomo administration.

Apparently, they understood the fiscal
bind the state is in — and said OK.

The deal, which called for a three-year
pay freeze, nine furlough days (five of them
unpaid) and higher employee contributions
for health insurance, will allow Cuomo to
avoid CSEA layoffs.

Cuomo’s $133 billion budget, which
closed a $10 billion gap, was balanced in
part by the hoped-for concessions from
CSEA — and he vowed 1,000 pink slips if
the contract deal were nixed.

In any case (assuming that was no idle
threat), the state budget was safe, at least
for the short term: Either the givebacks sur-
vived, or Cuomo saved an equivalent
amount of cash by trimming staff.

(As the Empire Center's E.J. McMahon
details on the previous page, the state's lon-
ger-term fiscal outlook is another story.)

But the CSEA vote could bolster the case
for similar deals with other unions — at the
state level, in the city and at the MTA.

Renmlember “pattern bargaining”? That's
when labor groups point to an attractive
precedent in one contract deal and shout
“me, too” — while claiming less-than-ideal
agreements simply don't apply to them.

Already, John Samuelsen — president of
the MTA's chief union, the Transport Work-
ers Union — has insisted that his 38,000
members absolutely, positively won’t ac-
cept the pay-freeze deal agreed to by lead-
ers of the CSEA as well as the state’s
second-largest union, the Public Employ-
ees Federation.

And recall, his is the union that had no
qualms about breaking the law and staging
a transit strike during a cold, peak-shop-
ping-time Christmas week in 2005.

(Its Web site still threatens to stage a “job
action” whenever it feels it’s necessary.)

But no union operates in a vacuum— in-
cluding the TWU and a number of unions
now awaiting new contracts with the city.

CSEA's deal carries weight.

Or it should, anyway — if the folks sitting
at the table across from union negotiators
press the point. Meaning, the city and MTA
officials need to tout yesterday’s CSEA vote
to lock up similar union concessions,

Absent such givebacks in the city and at
the MTA, everyone else will suffer unfairly.

Waiting for the GOP

whole lot more interesting last- week-

end: Even as President Obama now
looks more vulnerable than ever, a new
GOP field has suddenly emerged.

Yet Republicans have a ways to go to
prove they can beat the president — and
set the nation on a brighter path.

For Obama, the news was grim: A Gallup
poll put his approval rating at just 39 per-
cent, a new low. That might explain why he
was in Iowa yesterday, launching a Mid-
west bus tour and talking up jobs.

As for the Republicans, one contender,
Ex-Minnesota Gov. Tim Pawlenty, dropped
out of the race; another, Texas Gov. Rick
Perry, dropped in — and a third, Rep. Mi-
chele Bachmann, snagged a place among
the top contenders by placing first in the
Iowa straw poll of GOP voters.

Pawlenty threw in the towel after coming
in third in that nonbinding vote and facing
tough fund-raising prospects.

Perry, meanwhile, has led a state that’s
produced more than 40 percent of the na-
tion’s jobs over the past. three years. His
message may well resonate with Americans
looking for hope amid a stubbornly anemic
economy and 9.1 percent unemployment.

Bachmann combined Tea Party populism

and hard-line nnnneitinn ta raicine tha doht

T he 2012 race for the White House got a

course, remains among the leading wan-
nabes. Yesterday, he dubbed the president’s
bus stunt “the Magical Misery Tour."

Nice hit: The “misery” label reflects what
much of the country feels about the state of
the economy — and Obama’s failure to fix
it. Voters are disgusted with the president's
lack of a viable economic plan and the
nearly two years he wasted ramming
through ObamaCare.

That massive health-care program, by the
way, has now become even more problem-
atic: A federal appeals court on Friday
struck down ObamaCare’s core provision,
the mandate for everyone to buy health in-
surance — adding even more uncertainty
about its impact. How can businesses plan?

Hence the opening for the GOP.

Clearly, voters are focusing on the Repub-
licans — even though the primaries are still
nearly six months off, They want to hear
some new ideas — and to see someone
with enough firepower not just to win of-
fice, but then to actually do the job after-
ward.

Perry is just getting started, of course,
and other hopefuls may yet jump in
(though it’s getting late).

But the fact remains: So far, Republicans
haye yet to articulate a clear and compel-

B nncn Frmtha TITL A TTa o =Wy
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_On a Mission F
Too Much Faith

®Jacob Sullum claims his
sensibilities are of-
fended because Rick
Perry mentioned Jesus
during a speech (“Rick
Perry’s ‘Federal’ Flip-
Flop,” PostOpinion, Aug.
10).

Perry’s prayer at the
rally was painstakingly
non-partisan as he read
from both the Old and
New Testaments.

But Sullums’ biggest
fear regarding Perry is
his departure from his
federalist principles.

Perry’s Christian prin-
ciples are anti-gay mar-
riage and anti-abortion.
Where are Sullum’s sen-
sibilities regarding both
of those issues in which
the Torah is quite clear?

Dave Becher
East Northport

oIt’s too bad Sullum is
offended by Perry.
It’s his religion, and he

THE ISSUE: Whett
religious views will d

25

Rick Pe

is proud of it. So, g
for Perry.

Instead of criticiz
Perry, Sullum’s prio
should be convinc
Jewish  voters !
Obama wants nothin
do with Israel.
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Blaming Boozy

eHeather Haddon and
Brad Hamilton’s report-
ing blew the lid off the
scandal of construction
workers drinking during
lunch — something ev-
eryone who ever
worked in or commuted
to the city already knew
(“Ground Zero Booze
Crews Get Sloshed
While on Job,” Aug. 14).
Here is something
else we already know:
The brokers who make
our investment deci-
sions aren’t drinking
milk during their two-

hour lunches.
According to the arti-
cle, construction of the
tower has entered a
“delicate phase that de-
mands clear-headed
concentration.” The
same should be said for
the handling of our
401(Kk)s. Joe Dicicco
Punta Gorda, Fla.

e All the tradesmen con-

THE ISSUE: The Pc
construction workers ¢

nected with the c
struction of our edifi
are professional a
sans. The structural
tegrity of the city los
too good to have b«
built by drunken c
struction workers.
There are enough t
guys around for Hadc¢
and Hamilton to ke
their eyes on. Tl
shouldn’t be jeopard
ing the jobs of ha
working men.
Jack Coste
Lynbrc

eSunday’s article 1
fairly targets work
who have very diffic
and physically demar
ing jobs.

We can't expect m
who work behind des
to be able to ident
with them.

II . EMAIL: letters@nypost.com or WRITE to The Editor, The |
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High on ‘Rent’ |

A raw, polgnant revival
Page 24

Beyonceé
& more!
Page 18

WEEKEND, AUGUST 12-14, 201

NOW YOU CAN RERD
amiY ON YOUR
IPHONE AND IPAD

Scan here

to downioad the
app from the
Tunes store

Angry union members say MTA cut health benefits for their
dependents without telling them. The agency denies the charge. |




Mourners honor guv.
who saved NY. In "10s

recalled his colorful quirks
and love of New York.

“He was the most effective
governor in modern his-
tory,” said former Gou Mario

fought for the rights of the
mentally il and launched the
“1 Love New York™ campaign.
He helped stear the state dur-
ing dire economic times.
“Ap governor, he faced
both a state and a city which,

Lady Liberty to
be shut for year

The Statue of Liberty 1s getting a

makeover for her 1a5th

birthday.

Lady Liberty’s insides will be off-lunits
to visitors for a yeer aftar Oct. a8, when
crews will install new stalrways and
elevators and upgrade her elactrical and
mechanical gystems, the National Park
Service sald. The rest of Liberty Ialand

will remain open.

Each day, a maximuam 2,500 visitors are al-
lowed to tour the statue, while an estimeted
18,000 people visit the island itealf. e

Hugh Carey -

in the words of Mayor Koch,
'were headed toward the pit of
bankrugtcy. He took the mat-
tar in hand with lncmd!bla

Careay, the father of 14,
once said: *T would like to be
remembered as somebody
who cared a great deal about
peopla.” (7

lVHARCBl.IA
marcheja@am-ny.com

The cash-strapped

am MTA canceled medical
benefits for scoras of its

NEWYORK workers' spouses and

children without let-

EXCLUSIVE  (ing them kmow, angry
transit employeses told

amNewYork.

After an outside auditor
seeking to save big bucks
fior the agency sent lettars to
trensit employess and retirees
asking for documents proving
that dependents should keep
their fnsurance, the MTA

But several employeeas
said their dependents were

Agency’s unkind
cuts to health care

Workers say MTA axed
benefits to familles
without notifying them

never received the letters.
Many found out about
the Ilost benefits the hard
way. When retired bus driver
Robert Kreamer tried to fill

“She hasn't been covered
gince fanuary,” ha said the
pharmacist told him.

“1 sent in the papers and,
as far as | knew, we were
covered,” sald Kraemer, 61,

Susan was reinstated last
month, but the Kraemers
ware left with $26,000 in hills.
Robert said hie doesn't know tf
they will be retmbursed.

Accarding to budget docu-
ments, the agency expects to
save $5.8 million annually for
tha next five years by cutting

The Transport Workers
Unilon sald it will take the
MTA to court over what it

Isa but::had wudit.

The MTA maintains it's

the employees’ fault if their
were cut ofL

*New York City Transit

went above and beyond tono-

BY THE NUMBERS

4,300+

Number of
dependents dropped

$9.86
million

How much the MTA
saves each year
by reducing those
covered

$1 million

How much the auditor
was paid to inspect i
the workers’ coverage

1

in policy,” transit spokesman
Charles Seaton said, adding
that the MTA tried to reach

birth certificates and Social
Security cards, Willlams'

"We didn't even know she
was dropped until the hos-

appolntments because we
couldn't afford it.”

RETHINK NYC

EXPLORE NEW CONCEPTS AND
TAKE PART IN FREE PROGHA

THINK. TALK, PLAY.

THROUGH OCT 16

Firsl Prek | Houston a1 20d Ave

# NYC Parks Property
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GLOVES ARE OFF

TWU won't rule out strike as it prepares for contract talks

ostrikeornot tostrike That is

the question
Owerthe next four months,

reparters —within

Itappraves, without blinking,
cost overruns worth tens of millions
of dollars for projects done by pri-

frequency — will nsk Trans-

port Workers Union Local 100
PresidentJohn Samuelsenifthere’sa
chance bus and subway workers will
walk offthe job.

Yep, it's that
time again. The
approximately
three-yearcon-
tractbetween the
MTAand Local
100is winding
down A new pact
setting wagesand
benefitshastobe
hammered out
Giventhe economic and political
climate, the likelihood of astrike is
remote; some would say nonexist-
ent

But couldithappen? Sure 1t
happenedin 1966, 1980 and 2005.

Thisis how Samuelsen and many
of his members today view their
world: The MTA is the worst of
bosses — powerful. untrustworthy,
vindictive, petty and unaccountable
toanyone.

Rediscover Youthful

Regardless of age or medical conditions

Low Sex Drive
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vate companiesbul cries poverty
whenit's time to negotiate with its
employees
Itsuspends workers without pay
forthe most trivial of infractions.
Hell, it gave pink slips to two bus
driversin 2010

ON THE SUBWAY Rt

stan asmembers of
the Army National
Guard

Workers'
pension and
health-care plans
cameat a price
During prior
contract negotiations, transit work-
ersargue, they accepled lower
wages, work rule changes or other
management-sought provisions

Transit workers want what we all
want: personalincome that keeps
pace, orisslightly ahead, of the cost
of livingin New York

Thedifferenceis they are orga-
nized and can take astand. Gov.
Cuomo earlier this month managed
to secure a contract with members of

SEX

the Civil Service Employees Associa-
tion thatincludesu three-yeir wige
freeze. That won'tfly ini the stbways
orbus depots, says Ssmuelsen, o
track worker. “We're just not accept-
ingzeros,” hesaid.

Thethreatof layoffsisn't going to
cause Local 100tobuckle. Itab-
sorbed nearly 1,000 layoffs last year
rather than agree to contract chang-
essought bythe MTA. Nearly all of
those laidoffare back at work in
positions that opened up when older
workersretired

“TWU Local 100 hasa history of
fighting lor our livelihoods, and
we're going todigin and fight by
everymeans possible,” Samuelsen
said

“There's been no discussion by
the executive board of a strike. The
leadership of the union hasno
intention of striking. But when New
York City transit workers get
knockedtothe floor, and someone
putsa [oot on their throats, who
knowswhat their reaction is goingto
be?”

The contract between the MTA
and Local 100 expiresJan. 15 it's
goingto be abumpyride. Italwaysis

pdonohue@nydallynews.com

WIe clupple and 9-year-oid daughter Tnnlqu dance at
Harlesn Street Festival. Photo by David Handschuh/Daily News
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AIM AT GOTHAM

The monster storm is expected
to hit New York as a Category 1
storm sometime Sunday, barreling
in with 90 mph winds and torren-
tial rains — though some forecast-
erssaid it could be a stronger Cate-
gory2storm

Transht officials said buses, sub-
ways and Metro-North and the
Long Island Rai! Road could come
to a screeching halt tomorrow af-
ternoon if Irene does not change
course.

“We hope for the best but pre-
pare for the worst,” Bloomberg
said, noting the city has already ex-
perienced Mother Nature's fury
once this week with Monday's
earthquake,

Bloomberg said that it was
“very conceivable” he will order a
mandatory evacuation of all low-
lying “Zone A" areas of the city,
which includes Coney Island, the
Rockaways and Battery Park City.

very dangerous,” the mayor said.
Atfter lrene ravaged the Baha-

mas and set its wicked eye on the

Carolina coastline, city and state

officials were busy preparing for

the worst:

B Gov. Cuomo declared a state of

. “-’."5 i

“The storm is predicied to be -

DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITERS

emergency to free up resources
and take advantage of federal assis-
tance.
B The MTA took the unprece-
dented move of setting its hurri-
cane plan in motion, which calls
for a shutdown of subways, trains
and buses when sustained winds
reach at least 39 mph.
B The mayor ordered the manda-
tory evacuation of nursing homes,
elderly facilities and hospitals in
low-lying areas by 8 p.m. today.
B The MTAwamed bridges could
be closed for safety because ofhigh
winds
W More than 300 street fairs were
canceled and the Jets-Giants pre-
sedsom game was maoved up to 2
p.m.tomorrow from 7 p.m.

“We recommend people start

which also encompasses South
Beach and Midland Beach in Stat-
en Island and holds five hospitals,
including Coney Island Hospital.
He said Coney Island Hospital
last night began placing patients in
vacant beds in other hoepitals in

1Yy

Ammmnmquwmmmmnmumhmmm onou-.hndoh.l’hmbykv

B MTA may halit trams _& buses [ State of emergency declared

BY REUVEN BLAUY, JENNIFER H. CUNNINGHAM and BILL HUTCHINSON

AS HURRICANE IRENE took dead aim at the city yesterday, Mayor Bloomberg or-
dered the evacuation of nursing homes in flood-prone areas and warned the mass
transitsystem may shut down.

otherparts of the city.

“We are also notifying the other
hospitalsin the other Zone A areas
as well as nursing homes and se-
nior centers that they must, I re-
peat must, evacuate beginning to-
maorrow and complete the process
by9p.m [Priday] night

MTA Chabman Jay Walder
said he thinks this is the first time
trangit officials have considered
shutting down the entire transpor-
tation system because of the
weather

He said the il will take at least
eight hours to shut down the mass
transit system and move equip-
ment toless flood-prone areas.

“Given the severity ol the
storm, it may take some time to get
the systemback,” Walder said.
Wil kit city Smday

Gov. Cuoma declared a state of
emergency yesterday, “activating
all levels of state government to
prepare for any situation that may
be caused by Hurricane Lrene.”

The governors of North Caroli-
na, Virginia and New Jersey also
declared states of emergency.

Irene is expected to first smack
into the U.8. in North Carolina to-
MOITOW.

The National Weather Ser-
vice's latest forecast had the
slow-moving but massive storm
hitting the city Sunday aftemoon,
coming ashore as a Category 1
somewhere around the Queens
and Nassau County border

Meteorologist Joe Pollina of
the National Weather Service
said Irene will be packing winds
of 90 mph and could dump over
{oot of rain on the region

Other forecasters said the hur-
ricane could be a Category 2
storm when it reaches New York,
packing dangerous winds be-
tween96and 110 mph.

On Coney Island, many resi-
dents refused to heed warnings or
take precautions.

“We'll come out here anyway —
we're New Yorkers,” crowed Nel-
son Rolon, 50, of the Bronx, who
brought his girlfriend, Tanya
Rios, 30, and their daughter, Sue-
haley, 9.to the beach.

“We're like the mailman; no
matter what, we're out here.”

With Christina Boyle
and Jomathan Lemire
chayle@nydallynaws.com
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MIA’s doomsday

scenario is total
system closure

BY PETE DONOHUE
and HELEN KENNEDY
DALY NEWS STAFF WRITERS
THEMTA'S PLANto close down
the city’'s transit system in antici-
pation of a direct hit from Humi-
cane Irene begins by pulling ser-
vice offline at least 12 hours be-
fore the storra makes landfall
An evacuation period of 10 to
12 hours - scheduled during day-
light — would precede any system-

Enough trouble
already: Subway
work canceled

THE MTA has canceled all
service changes except for one
this weekend to prepare for the
possibility of Hurricane irene
hitting the city.
B The E train will see the only
disruptions, with it running
along the F
line be-
e O9®
St. in
Queens and
W. Fourth
St. in Man-
hattan from
12:01 a.m. tomorrow to 5 a.m.
Monday.

For more Information, visit
www.mta.info.

DAILY NEWS
NYDailyNews.com

THE
@AILS

wide shutdown, according to the
MTA’s step-by-step hurricane
plan, which the Daily News ob-
tained yesterday.

The evacuation period is de-
signed to atlow residents in the
danger zone Lo use the system to
flee 1L “must be concluded with
sufficient tme remaining to en-
sure that all main crews will be
able to complete their trips and to
reachalocalion in which they can
safely wait until the siorm ends ~
the plan says %=

MTA workers were already
preparing yesterday: stockpiling
sandbags. clearing drains and re-
positioning equipment on high
ground

The agency - criticized during
the December blizzard for not
shutting down. leaving people
stranded on trains - was readying
for an unprecedented total shut-
down

The greatest threat from a hur-
ricane to the nation’s biggest tran-
sit system isn't high winds or
blowing debris or even heavy rain-
fall. 1t’s the monster coastal surg-
es that pour water into the tun-
nels, cutting electricity to the
third rail

The MTA battle plan, created
in 2007, but still valid today. says
the worst possible scenario is a
hurricane making landfall at At-
lantic City, 100 miles south of the
city Humricanes spin counter-
clockwise, 50 a big storm making
landfall to the south would push a
wall of ocean water onto New
York
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Gridlock Sam............. p56

Horescepe ..........

Dally News {212) 2102100
Nows Tips (212) 216-NEWS
Classified Ads (212) 02111
Advertising (212) 210-2004
Newsstard Circulation (212) 681-3300
Education (NIE) {212) 2102024
Home Deitvery (800) 662-NEWS ereereneaeee. pL20
NEW YORK LOTTERY: NEW JERSEY LOTTERY:

Evening: 156 Win 4: 0570
Midday: 185 Win 4: 6804
Pick 10:2-7-15-16-17-23-32-39-44-
48-50-54-56-58-63-70-72-73-75-19
Sweet Mllllon: 2-21-25-29-36-37
Take 5: 15-17-29-34-39

Pick 3: 540 Pays $291
Box: $48.50 Pairs: $29
Pick 4: 2652 Pays $2,021
Box: $168 Cash 5:9-16-20-27-33
Pick 6: 2-10-22-32-38-46
LOTTERY HOTLINE: L

99¢ per munute  Resulls fro Y, NJCT PA, FL

Pederal scientists say a Catego-
ry 2 hurricane could drive a
20-foot storm surge into Manhat-
tan, Queens and Brooklyn. If that
is what appears to be looming, the
MTA hurricane plan calls for bus
service to begin to be curtailed at
least 12 hoursbefore landfall

Atleast eight hours before lJand-
fall, the subways would start shut-
ting down. At “zero hour” — ap-
proximately six hours before land-
fall. when winds reach 39 mph —
all rail and bus service would be
suspended. the MTA plan says

Each station will be searched
to make sure no one is left behind
in an elevator or bathroom, and
then getes or barricade tape will
go up to block stairways to the
street level

MTA employees are urged to
carrya “gobag” with extra clothes
and snacks in case they get stuck
with extended tours of duty The
plan identifies numerous subway
tunnels that are guaranteed to
flood in a Category 1 storm, in-
cluding under-river tunnels and
most lines that run through lower
Manhattan and the Rockaways

A storm crisis center would be
setupat 40 Sands St in Brooklyn,
where officials will monitor dam-
age and determine when to restart
service Monday

In December 1992, all the sub-
ways stopped running for several
hours when a nor'easter’s 8-foot
storm surge flooded a Con Ed sta-
tion. hkennedy@nydailynews.com

ONELASTBEACHDAY?

Micheble Kalisz, 25, of

“nigr |
2L A

=

enjoys what's left of the good weath-

er on Coney Island Beach yesterday morming. Todd Maiset/Daily News
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BY SAMANTHA SNOWDEN
and PETE DONOHUE
DAILY NEWSWRITERS

RALPH KRAMDEN
looked like this.

Inspired by firefighter pinup
boys, some Brooklyn bus driv-
ers are compiling a beefcake cal-
endar of transit workers strik-
ingbodybuilder poses.

"We believe NYC Transit
workers are just as hot as FD-
NY firefighters — if not hotter,”
said Michelle Trons, one of the
drivers from the Jackie Gleason
depot in Brooklyn heading the
project

never

NO SPARE TIRES!

MENETTEIENS MTA bus studs in new calendar

sure to drive gals to the moon

Irons is a founding member
of a group of community-mind-
ed bus drivers from Brooklyn
called Men Taking Ac-
tion/United Transit Employ-
ees

The organization came up
with the idea for a spread of
toned transit workers, with the
proceeds going to the American
Sickle Cell Anemia Associa-
tion, which provides services to
people who have — or are at risk
of developing - the blood dis-
ease

So far. five bug drivers and
one dispatcher have made the
cut for the calendar
Their photos have
been posted onthe

the group’s Facebook page:
Mentakingaction Ute.

At least one other photo
shoot will be scheduled. Irons
hopes men and women from
other job titles ~ like subway
motorman, conductor and
track worker — will compete for
the remaining spots.

She expects ladies to be
counting the days - and
months - until they can tack up
the glossy of Rawle Smith, a fit-
ness buff who drives the B35
line

“He hasthebest body of all of

them,” Irons said
Smith struck a pose be-
cause his 10-year-old
daughter has sickle

larger than fife, too.

Julla Xanthos/Daily News

celldisease

“God forbid. if anything hap-
pens to her, I'd like to be able to
turn to someone and say, ‘Can
you help save my daughter?’
and hope enough research has
been done that she'll be safe,”
Smith, 35,said

Some female riders were im-
pressed yesterday with the snap-
shots of the brawny bus drivers

“I'm sure it will sell,” Tiffini
Williams, 25, said. “I'm not the
biggest fan of seeing half-naked
men on my calendar, but for
charityit'sagood thing.”

Irons said she hopes the cal-
endaralso encourages bus driv-
ers to lead healthier lifestyles

“We tend to be sedentary be-
cause we’re sitting for so many
hours,"” she said. “We don't al-
ways take the besi care of our-
selves "

pdonohue@nydallynews.com

Sex appeal on wheels describes
bus drivers Rawie Smith (L) and
Tefry Ray. The original TV “roli”
model, Ralph Kramdes, well, was

Photo by
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Nab 14 in fake-card scam

FOURTEEN members of a
violent Queens street gang
have been drrested for
running a fake-document mill
that churmed out bogus
Social Security cards for $40.
The 15-month probe led by
the NYPD revealed a black
market headed by “M18,” a
ruthless criminal enterprise
based in Mexico and Califor-
nla with a branch in Jackson
Heights, prosecutors say.
Thomas Zambito

Zapped for teen sex chats
A BRONX PERV has been
sentenced to up to three
years In prison for engaging
in sex chats with a 13-year-
old Queens girt over the
Intemet.

Carlos Texiera, 30, was
convicted of eight counts of
sending indecent material to
minors and endangering the
welfare of a child following a
July trial.

Queens prosecutors say
Texiera, using the screen
name wammonyc@aol.com,
sent sexually graphic messag-
es to the girl, along with
links to pornographic videos.

Thomas Zambito

Anti-terror aid for temple
A QUEENS synagogue is
getting $75,000 In federal
Homeland Security funds to
tighten up its doors as well
as vpgrade its alarm system
and closed-cir-
cuit cameras.

Kehilat
Sephardim of
Ahavat Achim,
an influential
Bukharian
synagogue in
Kew Gardens
Hilts, is one of
50-plus non-
profits in the city that re-
ceived the funds, according
to Assemblyman Rory
Lancman (photo).

“Jewish institutions face
an omnipresent threat of
terrorist attack,” Lancman
said.

]
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Lisa L Colangelo
WTC HQgets frequency
THE NYPD'S new World

Turner OK with GOP Prez lineup as Weprin snipes

BYJONATHAN LEMIRE
DALY NEWS STAFF WRITER
REPUBLICAN Bob Turner frequently blasts ri-
val David Weprin for backing President
Obama - but he refused yesterday to back a
presidential candidate from his own party.
Tumer, who is squaring off with Democrat
Weprin 1o fill ex-Rep. Anthony Weiner in the
Queens-Brooklyn district, declared he would
support whichever candidate emerged as his
party’snominee.
“There is no one up there right now 1 would
find unacceptable,” Turner said in a NY1
debate

Trade Center Command has
its own radio frequency.

The new channel, which
went into operation at one
minute after midnight, will
cover radio transmissions
within three surrounding
precinct areas, an NYPD
memo says.

It will be monitored around
the clock so dispatchers can
respond to cops’ radio calls
and send help when needed.

Bob Kappstatter

Bul he hesitated when debate host Errol
Louis asked if that included fringe candidates
like Herman Cain and Newt Gingrich — and
TeaParty darlingMichele Bachmann.

“Some 1 like more than others,” Turner
quipped “We'll see how they emerge in the
competilive process ”

Weprin pounced on Turner’s blanket state-
ment of supporL saying it proved his opponent
was not the independent busi e
claimed —but rather a “partisan Republican.”

The contentious debate was held as special-
interest groups poured money inlo the race just
daysbefore Tuesday’s special runoff election

The Democratic Congressional Campaign

Committee revealed i's sinking another
$100,000 into a race that, once seen as safe for
the Democrats, has become a tossup according
to some pollsters

Turner boasted his own reinforcements yes-
terday: support from Donald Trump

The Donald recorded a robo-call for the Re-
publican candidate.

The candidates, who feuded on issues such
as Israel and a mosque proposed near Ground
Zero, went so far astobash each others’homes
Weprin defended his choice to live just outside
the district while Tumer refused to apologize
for living in Breezy Point, which is 99% white.

jlemire@nydailynews.com
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An underground hero on 9/11: subway operator
evacuated passengers and manuevered train to safety

after system locked down
By JENNIFER FERMINO Transit Reporter

Last Updated: 11:08 AM, Septerrber 9, 2011
Posted: 2:55 AM, September 9, 2011

Not all heroism on 9-11 happened above ground.

A quick-thinking motorman miraculously managed to evacuate over 800 people from the subway system, closing
emergency brakes by hand and deftly maneuvering the train to safety after the system locked down.

His amazing tale barely registered at the time of the tragedy, but veteran subway operator Kevin Harrington’s grateful
passengers have never forgotten his bravery.

“Two weeks ago | was at the Botanical Gardens and an Indian woman came up and gave me a hug,” Harrington told the
Post.

“She said ‘l was on your train on 9-111”
COMPLETE 9/11 ANNIVERSARY COVERAGE
On that tragic day, Harrington navigated his jam-packed subway into the Fulton Street station around ten a.m.

He'd heard there was a plane that had hit the World Trade Center when he left Brooklyn at the start of his trip, but like
many New Yorkers assumed it was an accident.

By the time he got to the station — about a block away from the site of the attacks — a second plane had hit the World
Trade Center.

Tower two was moments from falling.
Just as Harrington’s standing-room only train pulled into the station, the power went out.
“There was a big rush of air and then all the signals went red,” Harrington said. “My train went into emergency.”

A nearby subway relay station had been knocked out during the attack, disabling parts of the system and activating the
emergency brakes.

A cop on the platform told him there was an emergency at the World Trade Center.
“I was like, can | evacuate my passengers here?” Harrington said.
The answer was a forceful no.

Before Harrington had time register what was going on, he heard a series of loud noises that sounded like cannon going
off.

“I thought there were bombs on the street,” he said.

“That was the building collapsing. It was the floors. Boom. Boom Boom.”
Instantly, a thick white dust filled the station.

Some of the dust seeped into the subway — to the horror of the passengers.
“People were somewhat panicked,” Harrington said.

That's putting it mildly.

He tried to keep people calm by making frequent announcements, telling riders that the train would be moving, but the
atmosphere on the train was tense.

There was no air conditioning and it quickly became very hot.
At one point, a straphanger stood up and began quoting from the Bible, proclaiming that the world was coming to an end.
Another passenger — exasperated and on edge — put the religious man in a headlock to make him stop.

“People were doing the New York thing and ignoring him, but then the guy just got disgusted with it and put him in a
headlock,” said Harrington.

Harrington barely had time to register the commotion. He had to focus on the difficult task of getting the train to another
station to safety.

1 of2 9/9/2011 11:43 AM
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It wouldn't be easy.
He decided to head south to Wall Street.

The partial power outage had put the system on lockdown. To move the train, he had to get out and manually close the
emergency brakes, so heavy he'd have to step on it and use all of his strength to tie down.

“It takes like 40, 50 pounds of pressure [to close the brake]. lts compressed air,” he said.
One he did that, he could power the train forward about 60 feet.
But then he'd come to another emergency brake and have to do the process all over again.

He could have had the passengers walk out in the rat-filled tunnel, but thought that would be too dangerous since the
third rail was on.

In one of his trips through the train, he noticed one of the passengers was an FDNY fireman.
“He was in his tee shirt and shorts that they wear underneath their gear,” Harrington said.

“I said ‘put your radio on and see if you hear anything.”

Five minutes later, the fireman reported the news. It wasn't good.

“They're evacuating everybody [from the area],” he told Harrington.

The clock was ticking.

Finally, he managed to bring one subway car into Wall Street station.

He — along with other MTA workers at the station — evacuated the subway car by car.

“I told them all to do down he little lane by Wall Street and go over to Water Street and then go up and over the Brooklyn
Budge and get out of New York,” said Harrington.

Everyone filed out eagerly, some a little confused.

One asked him how he was going to get to work.

Harrington told him not to worry about it.

"They were a good bunch of people,” he said.

He waited until the last person was out and headed upstairs.
He got outside just in time to see the second tower fall.

In the chaos of the day, many of the transit workers couldn’t reach their superiors for direction and made crucial decisions
that kept thousands of people safe.

“It was the workers and their immediate supervisors who did all the evacuations,” said Harrington.

His supervisor, Kevin Moore, spent the moming going through tunnels, making sure trains could move, closing
emergency brakes and evacuating subways, all the while covered in the white dust that enveloped downtown.

“I'm really proud of the people in the Transit Authority, my co-workers,” Harrington said.

NEW YORK POST is a registered frademark of NYP HoidIngs, Inc
NYPOST.COM, NYPOSTONLINE.COM , and NEWYORKPOST.COM are trademarks of NYP Holdings, Inc.
Copyright 2011 NYP Holdings, Inc. All rights reserved. Privacy | Terms of Use
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Transit Workers Union Launches Campaign Called “New Yorkers Deserv...
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Rats On The Rails
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Rat spotted In the Jamaica Center subway terminal on Sept.
21, 2011 (credil: Steve Sandberg/1010 WINS)

Reporting Steve Sandberg

Filed Under

Health, Heard On 1010
WINS, WCBS, WFAN,
Local, News, NY News,
Watch + Listen

Related Tags

Maurice Jenkins, MTA, rats,
Steve Sandberg, Subway,
TWU

4 comments

NEW YORK (CBSNewYork) - City transit
workers are demanding the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority do something about the
growing population of rats living in the subway
system.

TWU Local 100 has launched a petition
campaign Wednesday called “New Yorkers
Deserve A Rat Free Subway.”

1010 WINS’ Steve Sandberg reports: Rat
Free Rides

There have been several high-profile rat incidents recently including a
woman bitten by a rat as she waited for a J train in Brooklyn and a
sleeping rider was videotaped with a rat climbing up his leg on the
Number 4 train.

“Say no to rats,” workers chanted during the kickoff of the campaign at
the Jamaica Center Terminal in Queens.

The union’s head of

stations, Maurice Jenkins, Advertisement

said the rat problem has

become a public health New Policy In New York

hazard.

"We're talking hundreds of Dermatologists Fear

rats, it's so bad that when Her

it quiets down at night they

come out on the platform,”
'Don't Pay Your

Jenkins said. “Your fare Mortgage'
includes buses and trains

you shouldn't get no pets.”

The situation is worsening
at the Jamaica Central

Terminal where Jenkins
Shocking Joint

said the vermin are M Discovery

breeding inside the
station's trash room just
outside the E train platform.

“You see the bags moving, like they're alive, that's because of all the
rats that are in there,” Jenkins said. “It'll look like the sea, you'll see
waves, the bags are constantly moving.”

Rlames =tom abnmanes Sad MBom comemin slakbie

http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2011/09/21/transit-workers-launch-camp:
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TOP TEN TALKERS TODAY

Israel Floats ‘Interim Solution' Proposal At UN To
Stem Palestinian Statehood Tension (286)

Tony Bennett Tells Howard Stern: ‘We Caused 9/11’
(132)

Giants, Fans Draw Heat For Honoring Lawrence
Taylor Despite Sex Offender Status (26)

NYPD Defends Arresting Wall Street Protesters For
Wearing Masks (25)

Sexual Fetish At Issue As Barbara Sheehan
Testifies In Her Murder Trial (21)

NYPD: Queens Mom Being Sought After Taking Her
8 Kids From Child Agency (21)

NJ Man Files Lawsuit Over Port Authority Toll Hikes
(17)

Presidential Hopeful Perry Unleashes All-Out
Assault On Obama's Israel Policies (15)

Arrest Warrants Out After Mom Allegedly Abducts 8
Kids From Queens Child Care Agency (15)

Cop Accidentally Fires Gun Near 'Pan Am’ Set;
Bullet Sails Into Nearby Brooklyn Apt. (15)
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MTA train operator’s top job
is to keep New York rolling

BY JACOB E. OSTERHOUT
DAILY NEWS FEATURE REPORTER
s a child growing up
in Brooklyn and Long
Island, Alex Bowen Sr.
never used the subway,
preferring instead to
travel on a unicycle
Now, the 42-yeat-old father of
three drives the trains he used
Lo avoid.

MTA train operatos
Alex Bowen Sr.

e

Bad Albert

Ibert Brooks is a man

of many talents. Over

a 40-year career, the

entertainer has beena

comedian, an actor, a
dlrector, a vaice actor, a novelist
and, now, a Twitter aficionado.

Brooks, 64, takes on another

unexpected role as the deceptive-
ly friendly crime boss Bemle Rose
in “Drive,” which stars Ryan Gos-
ling as a stunt-car driver and all-
around badass. In the arthouse
action flick, Brooks delivers a
powerful, violent performance
that bears little resemblance to
his previous casting.

Did you enjoy playing Bernie
Rose I “Drfve™?

“| did enjoy playing Bernle,
Although the truth is that killing
somebody [n a movie is a very
tedious, all-day task, especially
with [director] Nicolas [Winding
Refn], because he does 25 or 30

Aftrain operator for the Rapid
Transit Operntions department
of the Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority since 2002,
Bowen has driven dozens of
types of trains on every line of
the subway system.

“No joke, within my 18 years
of working for the MTA, I've
worked every tour there is.” says
the Dutchess County resident
who was a train conductor for

takes. So | stabbed a man in the
eye 25 times, at least. It's like
an orgasm — two are great and
six you can't breathe. Enough!
By the afternoon. | don’t want to
pick up these knives anymore.
The initial idea of a character
getting to exert that kind of
authority is very cool. Spending
at least 17 hours covered in that
crap blood Is not the most fun
thing I've ever done.”

Sure, Beruie's a kifler, but were

“The cool thing about Bemie
Rose is that he Is not just a
murderer. You can tell that this
guy probably did some damage
to peopte maybe 20 years ago,
but he was no longer interested
in doing that. So when they bring
this mess in front of him and it
is literally his life or theirs, he is
almost angry that he has to get
his hands dirty again. He has to

one

nine years before he was

an operator “I didn't go to
college. and started this job v
when | was 22 years old, so

my college education was
basically with the Transit
Authority. There are a lot of
different types of equipment

that I've had to study ~

Not only has Bowen
driven passenger Lrains, but
he also operates work trains
like flai cars, tanker cars,
hoppers, de-icers, snow remov-
ers and vac trains

“Most people don't realize
that not all trains are the same
and that different tracks require
diHerent trains,” he says. “You
can’t put an A train on a 1 train
track Lettered trains are two
feel wider than numbered trains,
and they drive differently.

“Similarly, the vac trains,
which pick up dust and trash off
the tracks, drive differently than
the R160s.”

A large man with a shiny bald
head, a deep voice and a love of
motorcycles, Bowen lists safety
as his primary concern.

“You have to be alert and
attentive Lo safely do my job.”
he says “That’s not always easy
in the middle of the night You
can’t drink coffee or listen to
music while operating the trains,
so you have to stay focused "

Perhaps counterintuitively,
train operators must remain
more vigilant at slower speeds

“Sometimes the moves that

Brooks is a killer in ‘Drive,
but he still brings the funny

go and do this agaln and he is not
happy about it. One of the nicest
moments in the movie is when
he kllls the garage owner. He Just
pats his head and says, 'Don’t
worTy. It's over. There's no pain.
It's okay now.'”

You've wormn s0 mnsy hats over
the years. How do you categorize
yourseif?

I don't define myself anymore
because that would be sort
of ¢razy. | just try to get up in
the morning and make sure
everything is functioning. And
just do it again day after day.
The book [‘2030: The Real Story
of What Happens to America,’
St. Martin’s Press) is a good
example of doing something in
a new field. and that was a very
good experience. It’s the same
with this movie. Just because
somebody has the word comedy
attached to them, doesn't mean
that have to just sit around and

,.

&5

we do are at a mile an hour,” he
says. "If you are traveling that
slow for thousands of feet. it
takes a while and thal’s a long
time to remain alert ”

Bowen works at least eight
hours a day, six days a week, but
many times on weekends, he’ll
be called in to work a double
shift, or 14 straight hours.

Often, he won't know how
many hours he'll be working
until he shows up for duty.

“My job has certainly helped
support my family, but at the
same time, it also makes it diffi-
cult to have a normal family life
with children,” he says.

“Going to work and not
knowing when ’'m going to
come home makes it very hard
to plan anything Working long
hours and nights can be stressful
on family life "

Not that Bowen is complain-
ing.

“The best part of my job is
when I get to be outside,” he
says. “Some guys like being
underground, especially during

‘J‘ r{_.-
".-r

ar Y -

1.‘

n
'=.'—.: ‘

winter ime when it can
be really cold, but 1 don't
care what season it is, I love
being outdoors. It's just
healthier "
= According to Bowen, the
subway tunnels contain lots
of dust that makes breath-
ing difficult for those who
spend long periods of time
underground
“The braking system
kicks up a lot of steel dust.
which combined with the heat
kicked out from the air condi-
tioning units makes it tough lo
breathe.” he says "Sometimes,
I'll go home to my wife and she'll
ask if 1 have a cold because I've
been breathing that stuff in all
night. They say the life span of a
transit worker after retirement is
five years. You can chalk that up
1o the steel dust *

But worse than the dus| are
the multitudes of rats that roam
the subway tunnels

Bowen remembers driving
a trash train to the garbage
dump next to the Grand Central
Shuttle tracks where “the rats
lear nothing” and “will run up
your arms and down your legs”

“The rat feces and urine was
so potent that ] felt like 1 needed
a gas mask,” he says "That was
the one Lime when I thought that
maybe this job wasn't for me |
could take the cold. the heat and
the bad breathing conditions,
but the smell of the rats was
almost too much ”

‘I can use Twitter and
| can Google myself.
| mean, what else is

there?’

Alberi Brooks (1.) with his
“Prive” co-star Ryan Gosling

fart all day long. Although | do.”

Do you feel ke you proved
something lo this movie?

“Listen, you can say to people

all day long, ‘Hey, | can kill some-
body.’ And sure, people would
believe it. But until a director
says, 'Okay. let's do it.' it just
doesn’t mean anything. This is
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Ryan Gosling and Carey
Mulligan find trouble as

neighbors in “Drive.” §

just another acting chop to
put on my list of credentials.
Albert Brooks, kilter. | just got
these business cards made,
that's what it says.”

You are very funay on Twit-
ter. How did you get started?

“) went on Twitter to
promate my book in the
middle of Aprll. | treat it
like a broadcast and take it
as seriously as | can for a me-
dium that pays nothing, 8ut |
like it because I like to com-
ment on the news. If | weren't
doing this, I'd just call a
buddy of mine and make him
laugh and that would be the
end of it.

“Believe me, I'm not walk-
ing around all day thinking,
‘Oh my God, I've gota 4
o'clock tweet!” | wouldn't say
'm good with computers, but
| can use one. | mean, | know
how to get to the porn sites

AP

-

_Jason Statham
leaps lato action
4 Danny Bryce
n "Killer Efite."

and | can use Twitter and |
can Google myself. | mean,
what else is there?"

“To quote Dustin Hoffman,
'm an excellent driver. When
you are born and raised in Los
Angeles, that’s the one thing
you know how to do. You can
do ft better than anyone. it's
part of the culture. So I've
been a pretty damn good
driver for my whole life. |
don't like to say that because

BY CHRIS GARCIA
SPECIAL TO THE DAILY NEWS

natypical Jason Statham

movie, warped reality rules,

with the balditig, buff star

tiving as many over-the-top

beatings as he takes. In "Crank”
— to pick one - he is huried hun-
dreds of feet from a helicopter and
fives to yell about it.

From his fiery debut in Guy
Ritchle's “Lock, Stock and Two
Smoking Barrels” to “The Italian
Job" and “The Bank Job” and the
three “Transporter” movies, Sta-
tham has found himself shooting
and duking it out in the name of
high-voltage entertalnment — no
grounding required.

Statham's new action drama,
“Killer Eltte," is different.

The actor sounds atmost refieved
to have found a story he calls
“rooted in reality,” one that's not
only taken from a true story — ad-
venturesome Brit author Ranulph
Fiennes’ best-selling nonfiction
book “The Feather Men" — but that
approaches its violent set pleces
with the sophisticated grit he com-

pares with James Bond and
Jason Bourne movies.
“It's the type of film
I've been wanting to
make for a long time,”
Statham says. “it'sa
real, grownup action
movie. There just

tomorrow I'll back ifto a tree, e
but I've been pretty good.
i've still got low Insurance
rates.

“When | come to New York,
though, | walk a hundred
miles. You can walk forever
and not see a person
inL.A. We don't even
have sidewalks! But
in New York, there
are so many things
to see, and that's
the coolest part of
the city.”

Jacob E. Osterhout

Statham's ‘Elite’ puts thought into mayhem
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isn't a large amount of films like this
that come through my fingers, so |
jumped at the opportunity.”

The film features Statham as an
assassin finding himself up against
Britain’s Special Air Service, led by a
belligerent chief (Clive Owen).

With a solid tough-guy résume
and a scrappy Derbyshire accent,
the British-born Statham, 44, has
adopted the action-hero mantle
while adding his own touches: Bullet
head, bulidozer jaw, permanently
gritted teeth.

Fans know what they're getting
with Statham — a former member of
Britain's National Diving Squad and,
briefly. a model, like his girifriend
Rosie Huntington-Whiteley (“Trans-
formers: Dark of the Moon™).

But he makes it clear, he's like to
offer brains with the brawn.

“We're trying to give people what
they want in terms of action — and
something more,” he says. “An intel-
lectual action film is the objective,
where you can still have the great
physical displays.”

Director Gary McKendry says
he sees more than just the burly
action hero in Statham, but also the
smoldering cool of Steve McQueen
in “The Thomas Crown Affair.”

“Jason does stillness like no one
in the business,” McKendry says.
“Look beyond the action. Look at Ja-
son in a scene one on one with Clive
and how he holds hls own. There's
no action in those scenes — it's all
work with the eyes, with the words.”

Statham says to expect a “fun
ride” from his next film, next
spring's “Safe,” which he shot partly
in New York — a city he loves and
where he hangs out with friend
and “Expendables” co-star Mickey
Rourke. “These are the kinds of

movies | would pay money to see,
the kind of films | want to make,”
he says. “I know you can't keep
doing the same thing.”



ANTHONY WELLS: Horrible
way to treat workers.’

DoITT Does It Badly:
‘Humiliating’ Layoffs Of
Staff Ripped by Union

Local 371 Asserts 18 Were
Pulled From Jobs Without
Notice and Told to Exit

By DAVID SIMS

Eighteen Department of Informa-
tion Technology and Telecommunica-
tions Community Coordinators were
Sept. 23 unceremoniously escorted off
the property by management, told
they were being given two weeks' no-
tice and advised not to return to the
building in what their union 1s calling
a “horrendous” way to conduct layoffs.

“T never heard le heing treat-
od this way i my life,” District Council
a7 Local 371 President Anthony Wells
said in a phone interview, *It's -
dous, horrible. They didn't even tall
them ‘we're gonna pay you for two
weeks! 1 know I'm gonna get them paid.
But you do it that way, you hunuiliate
them. This is not the way you do it ”

‘Never Gave Them Notice’

The employess worked for DolTT's
E-311 call center, & branch of the 811
call center that centers around social
service queries, While DolTT had
warned Local 371 about the layoffs at
an August meeting and confirmed
them (o the union on Sept. 22, the
workers were unpropared for the news.

“The workers were supposed to re-
ceivie their two weeks' notice [Sept.
231," Local 371 Vice Prasident. Rose
vaglio-Miller said in a phone interview.
“But they got escorted off the floor,
went to a conference room, and were
given the notice of layoff and an unem-

(Continued on Page 9)

17 Cops Indicted For
Alleged Ticket-Fixing
By Bronx DA’s Office

By MARK TOOR

The 17 cops, including several Pa-
trolmen's Benevalent Association offi-
ciilg, who were reportedly indicted by
a Bronx grand jury Sapt. 23 for impro-
prieties connected to ticket-fixing
wara expected to begin surrendering
early this week.

As this newspaper went to press
Sept. 26, none of those 1 had
been identified. It was re that all
of them had rejected plea deals that
would have reduced the charges against
them but would not have guaranteed
that they could keep their pensions.

The long-runni probe, spurred af-
ter n Bronx cop under investigation for
allegedly aiding drug-traffickers was
overheard on a wiretap talking about
ticket-fixing, has spawned a scandal
within the scandal: al least two
cops—one a Lieutenant who worked
in the NYPD’s Internal Affairs Bu-
reau—are being investigated for pos-
sibly leaking information about the
probe to officials of the police unions,
the New York Times reported Sapt. 23.

Cops Confirm 2 Leakers

Deputy Inspector Kim Y. Royster, a
Lralir:e spokeswoman, told the Times,
There were only two sources that
ware definitively identified in IAB as
leaking information.” She would not
sdy whether the Lieutenant was one
af them. IAB had checked the officers
currently involved in the ticket probe
to make sure LhEyLwFraal oot [Laakigg

anwthing cha ani
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stafling was reduced on engine com-
panies in February,

According to the Mayor's Manage-
ment Report, Firafighter burn in:
‘B.Il'ie! increased 46 percent between

iscal Yoar 2010 and 2011, from 240
to 347.

"We predicted that these kinds of
injuries would increass,” UFA Presi-
dent Steve Cassidy said. “Unfortu-
nately this report bears that out.” In
February, the Fire Department let its
ing Agreement with the
UFA expire. The agreement main-
tainaed five-person staffing at 80 of the
city’s busiest engine companies, and
alsa provided a fs;r:l’ol of Firefighters to
caover shifts at shorthanded four-per-
son companies. The UFA had warned
that the resulting staff shortage
would inevitably lead to more severe
firez and more injuries.

‘Rise Corresponds With Reduction’

“When you look it's a 12-month
anapshot,” Mr. Cassidy said of the re-
port. “[Firefighter burns| are up 45
percent, but almost all of that is in the
five months after the reduction in
staffing, and [ think that speaks for
itself.”

The department said the staffing
change would save nearly $30 million
in FY2012, but the fire unions argued
that fewer Firefighters would lead to

STEVE CASSIDY: Rise bears
out union’s concerns.

bigger and more-dengerous fires,
since it would take longer to get wa-
ter on the fire. When fewer Firefight-
ars are availeble to stretch a hose ﬁ %
a fire growe exponentinlly, “Fire has-
n't changed in thousands of vears”
Mr. Cassidy said. "It is consuming
luel—it is just guing to start eating

nn”\;’thimimh can.

es, thoy're ap, but we've also had
i spike in fires,” FDNY spokesman
Frank Gribbon said of the burn -
Juries. He cited statistics for February
2010, when there were 11 Firefighter

(Continued on Page 8)

Biting Criticism of Response

I'WU: Rats Invade Subway
While MTA Chases Its Tail

By FLORA FAIR

A straEhangar was bitten by a rat
on a subway platform earlier this
month, and transit workers say that
unless the Met;rognlimn Transporta-
tion Authority takes action, it won't
be the last time.

The young woman said she was
waiting for the J train ab the Cham-
bers Street station during morning
rush hour when the rat scurried out
from under a bench and bit her fool.
But the problem, according to Trans-
port Workers Union Local 100 offi-
cials, isn't a rogue rrx({fcnb—it‘a the in-
creasin reasion of 8 growing rat
pupulat%n;gfn the city's subway sta-
tions, exacerbated by conditions that
the union has repeatedly asked the
MTA Lo fix.

They're Out There

Frustrated by a lack of response
from management, Local 100 an-
nounced Sept. 21 a campaign and pe-
tition drive forcing the MTA to deal
with rats in m.thwai;l stations. Several
union members asked riders to sign
the petition, and most people seemed
more than happy to comply, saying it
was about time something was done.
Train conductor and Local 100 Staw-
ard Scott Harris was among those col-
lecting signatures. “Every day that |
g6 to wan.nI see a couple of them,” he
said, describing rats in the crew
rooms, locker rooms and on platforms.
Holding a banner reading *New York-
ers Deserve a Ral-Free Subway,”
union members gathered at the Ja-
maica Center subway terminal, which
is considered to have one of the worst
rat infestations in the entire system.

But Local 100 Stations Division Ex-
ecutive Board Member Paul Piazza

said the MTA tried to cover up the sta-
tion's problem before the protest.
“They got an inkling we were coming
today and they sent 8 team in and com-
pletely cleaned the station,” he said.

According to the city Health De-
partment, subway stations offer
everything rats need to thrive, and
rats multiply by eating garbage. Late-
ly, there’s an abundance of available
garbage in the city’s subway system,
with ?’:ss-fre( uent cleaning service
and mare garbpge not sealed in rat-
proof containers.

Workers Gone, Rats Move In

Mr. Piazza said there aren’t enough
cleaners to handle garbage at the sta-
tions, and that it would take an esti-
mated 260 more cleaners for both the
stations and the subways to alleviate
the pile-up. “This 1 a direct result of
service cuthacks,” he said, “It’s actually
not replacing peaple who have retired.”

On its list of demands, the union is
asking the MTA for maore-frequent
trash remavals from stations, the
patching of holes in walls and floors,
more platform trash cans, better lids
for trash storage bins, hetter seals on
refuse rooms, and more clenners, Sav.
eral union officials said the MTA has
ignored such requests in the past, but
NYC Transit spokesman Charles
Seaton said, “Even following some of
the suggestions offered by the TWU
has failed to yield positive results”

Local 100 Stations Division Vice
President Maurice Jeriking contended
sive

that the MTA has not been nmcﬁm:.
when union officials asked for a.nfas
‘re spending $2 billion
ey could spend & coupls

(Continued on Page 9)
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PEF Pact Pitch: Imp
But It Beats Altern:

By MARK TOOR

As the date for counting the ratifi-
cation votes approached, Public Em-
Elu_vqeu Faderation President Ken

rynien urged members to approve
the contract reached by the negotiat-
ing team “despite our best efforts Lo
have it be better than it currently s

Despite the three-year pay frecze,
nine unpaid furlough days, and in-
creases in health-care premiums of up
to 60 percent included in the five-vear
contract, *the vast majority of members
will be seeing increased money in their
pockets by the end of the five years,” he
said in & 13-mimute podcast posted ear-
lier this month on tge PEF website,

An Opposition Website

A concerted, somewhat organized
and definitely vocal opposition to the
contract has arisen, some of it pre-
sented on pefproud.blogspol. com.

“On Thursday, Aug. 11, 2011, the
PEF Executive Board decided by a
vate of 85 to 38 to send the tentative
contract to the membership for ratifi-
cation. I voted ‘no’ becaunse 1 think
it aceeplance of this agreement Js
ol in our best interest,” wrote Ron
Goldstein, who repressnts employees
of the state Department of Labor on
the executive hoard.

He and a handful of other contract

School Prof. C
forum at C

KEN BRYNIEN
were better.
opponents who coul
nol respond to pho
seeking comment.
to comment on ar
the contract befor
tally, which was se
day this newspaper
on the newsstands.
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HARD ROAD AHEAD: Wilma B. Liebman (left), forn
the National Labor Relations Board, and New York

thia Estlund discuss new challenges
s M hy Institute. Ms. Liebman s;

hostility toward labor is making life at the NLRB ewvt
than usual. Ms. Estlund said the newest problem for

ers who try to set up artificial,
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Escalating Controversy’

Ex-NLRB Chief De
Added Hostility to

By MARK TOOR

Rising opposition to union activity
aver the last few years has caused “a
record accumulation of difficulties”
for the National Labor Relations
Board, its former Chairman said
Sept. 23.

In a program at the City Universi-
ty of New York’s Murphy Institute
Center for Worker Education and La-
bor Studies, Wilma B. Liebman,
whose term ran out last month, said
that since the Clinton administration
the NLRB has been “a story of esca-
lating, escalating, escalating contro-
versy,” with rhetoric to match.

Anti-Union Firms Sound Alarm

The Employee Free Choice Act, in-
troduced in Congress in 2009 with the
aim of streamlining the process for
clecting a union, brought s?arill warn-
ings to the business community from
law firms that specialize in opposing
organized labor “A lot of that was to
get clients,” she said. The legislation
has failed to advance.

The NLRB has run into conatani

macy” of the 75-yea
bor Relations Act, M
ed. The escalating
labor and managen
deep divide within o
economic crisis tha
posed the fault line
The only positive
of the onslaught v
public awareness
gaining and the -
said Ms. Liebman
years on the NLR}
pointed by Presider
year term as chain

Employer-Spor

A second speaker,
lund of New York
School, said the lat
facing a new challe
ployers to give emp
tion under the aus
ness rather than a

“We don't know
schemes,” which ar
she said. Some of t}



ct Vote Due

GOVERNOR CUOMO: Lay-
off threat paid off.

the state can impose whatever it
wants, he said.

The Upside of the Givebacks

The furlough dnga are “a way to
give back money that is not perma-
nent, like a salary reduction,” he said.

“Health costs are going up but hen-
efils are going up even more,” he said.
He lmlc-anl.hat co-payments for physi-
cian visits are not going up, for the
first time, and also for the first time
they will be the same rather than
higher that CSEA's.

Some memnibers have suggestod vot-
ing down the contract and continuing
under the Triborough Amendment of
the state Toylor Law, which requires
that provisions of an expired contract
remiain in fores while a new one is ne-
totiated. That would mean giving up
the $1.000 lump-sum payment given
wer years three and giyr and the 2-
sercent wage increases in the last two
rears of the osed contract, Mr.
3rynion said. “Without a contract we
vould lose even further from infla-
don,” he said,

CO’s Sex With Inmate

(Continued from Page 2)

wd sex with n male inmate. State law
ays that itnmates in state or local cor-
wetional facilities, whatever their age,
annotgive consent to sexual activity.
JOI began an investigation after re-
eiving a tip about the relationship.
Ms. Buchanan, who has worked for
he Department of Correction since
005, is paid $76,488 a year. She was
uspended after her arreat.

OI Commissioner Rose Gill Hearn
aid, "City Correction Officers should
mow that inappropriate conlact with
m inmate jeopardizes their career,
md exposes them to arrest and pros-
cution.” T.

iransit vnions I’'rod

Feds, Cuomo on Aid

(Continued from Page 2)

ton is absurd,” said Cecil Corbin-
Mark, Deputy Director of WE ACT for
Environmental Justice. “The aliens
who are blocking funding of our trans-
portation system are preventing reg-
ular New Yorkers—not just in New
York City, but in BufTalo, on the East
Side, in Rochestar, in Syracuse, in Al-
bany, in Yonkers—from getting to

blocking our in short, to the
American Dream.* is-[e said they need-
od to pass a bill that funds both eap-
ital projects and operating costs.

‘Do the Right Thing’

The speakers also u people to
contact the Governor and members of
Congress to show their support for
public transportation.

"New York's communities are not
standing alone,” Mr. Samuelzen said,
“New York City transit workers are
not standing alone. We're standing to-
gether, along with the advocacy
groups and elected officials to say,
‘Gov. Cuomo, do the right thing,
Encugh's anough, do the right l.hing.
St%p the looting of transit fja.;mding.‘

or more informafion on the "Don't
X Out Public Transit" campaign, go to
www.supporttrangit.org,

Added Labor Hostility

(Continued from Page 1)

legal, she said, However, Ms. Estlund
continued, it's difficult to prove that
decisions on where to locate a plant or
where to produce new products were
made to avoid unitnization rather
than for purely economic reasons.

“Unions are generally associated
with higher costs," she said. Pay is
higher, and labor strife brings addi-
tional costs, while recent studies show
that unionization doesn't significant-
ly affect productivity, she said,

As unionized plants close, she said.
non-union plants are opened, and
that's & factor in the “steady, silent pace
at which unions have shrunk,” she said.

Missing the Good Old Days

Professor Estlund expressed a long-
ing for the days when labor unions
were not on the front page of the New
York Times or a prominent jssue in
Congress, and “opponents were con-
tent to l{ust let labor’s slide continue.”

The NLRB—which has no jurisdic-
tion aver public-employee dlhor 18-
sues—has “a verv.m aneertsin fu-
ture," Ms, Lisbman said. But she no-
ted that the agency has had a history
of conflict since its founding in 1935.
“The board has never been a stranger
to controversy,” she said.

Kats Invade Subway,
MTA Chases Its Tail

(Continued from Page 1)

thousand on refuse rooms,” he said, re-
fminﬁe to the long-awaited subway
line. described the rats as aggres-
give and said they can carry dangerous
diseases both on their bodies and in
thair waste: “'I‘he]v leave their little bi-
alogical bombs all over the place.” The
Health Department said that there's
limited data tosu L people are rou-
tinely being infs by rats in the city.
The union plans to send its petition
to the City Council and Governor Cuo-
mo. But until something changes, the
rat population will likely grow. “Rats are
reeders,” Mr, Jenkins said. “One rat in
three months can make 50 bahips.

Too Many, Too Little Poison

“We are working with the city in an
effort to find more effective ways of ad-
dressing the rodent problem, which is
more prevalent in some stations than
others," Mr. Seaton said. But the
Health Department, when asked what
it was doing to deal with rats in the sys-
tom, simply said that the MTA has its
own Pest Control Division. Mr. Seaton
said that in the short term, they're bait-
ing the stations and removing refiise
more often. But one union official said
there are currently. only four MTA em-
Elauyees dedicated o setting out. poison

it for the rats, which isn't enough for
the entire system.

The MTA also contracts out extermi-
nators, though there are no statistics
available on how many are operating.

“We've asked [the MTA] to do u lot
ol easy fixes,” Local 100 Vice President
for Rapid Transit Operations Kevin
Harrington said. “The rat crisis is cre-
ated by the Transit Authority trying
to save money.” He also blamed the rat
boom on a ridership boom, which leads
to more fond and irash at the stations.

Frank Goldamith, the director of ocou-
pational health for Local 100, said its a
worry tor riders, workers and the nuiﬁ?-
borhoods. “The killing of those rats, the
exterminating is a nice idea, but what it
Just does is sends a lot of the rats into
the cammunity” he said, adding that the
carcasses can also intensify the stench at
stations. “It's very frustrating for us"

Transit advocates have also taken on
the imbage issue with a “Rank the
Stank” campaign, as part of Trans-

tion Alternatives' Rider Rebellion.

iders have ranked the smellisst sub-

way stations in an effort to highlight the

Iarublem. which organization officials

wave said is about the MTA's budget be-

ing slashed and the inevitable shortage
of resourees that brings.

“The more numbers that they have,
the more aggressive they become,” Mr,
Harrington said of the pesky rodents,
adding that there are now so many
thay've started coming out during the

dn%,]
sign the Local 100 petition online,

g0 to httpdiwww.change.org/petitions/
new-yorkers-deserve-a-rat-free-subway,

Union: Just Adds to Stress
Denounce GPS Phon
Child-Protective Wo

By DAVID SIMS
District Council 37 Loeal 371 is con-
testing a new Administration for Chil-
dren’s Services policy that requires
Child Protective Specialists and Su-
pervisors to carry GPS phones that
track their locations, with union pres-
ident Anthony Wells calling it a “Big
Brother policy” that would create fur-

ther stress for caseworkers

Rip DoITT Layoffs

(Continued from Page 1)

ployment package. Then they were in-
formed that they could go home.”

While Ms. Lovaglio-Miller got dif-
fering reports from members on what
they heard, “the majority felt they
were told,You can just leave today,”™
she said. While she has spoken to
DolTTs Labor Relations representa-
tives who handed out the |rc’l_vaﬂ' no-
tites, she thinks the advice to not
come back to work came from upper
management.

“They were basically saying, ‘You
can lesve and you don’t necessarily
have to come back,'” she said. “The
workers said words to me like, ‘We
were humiliated,” ‘We fell disrespect-
ed,” Why would I go back, after the
way | was treated? "

mey spokesman MNicholas Sbor-
done responded in a statement, “In all
cases DolTT follows the established
citywide contractual process for
unionized employees. The 18 separa-
tions are effective Oct. 7, and today
was the formal and required notifica-
tion. Affected employess are instruct-
ed to report to a city facility for the
next two weeks to utilize time and
tools to develop their resumes and
possibly receive assistanca with job
search services, And to avoid any con-
fusian, each of the employees is being
called personally with these instrue-
tions,”

Like a Public Whipping

Mr. Lovaglio-Miller said that the
agency had conducted the whole
process badly. especially by escorting
workers out from the call-center floor.
“Everyone knows, when you're escort-
ed off by management, you're getting
fired,” she said.

The union is considering “all av-
enues,” including filing a grievance or
legal action, she continued. One thing,
however, is for sure: “If they don't
want the peaple to return for the full
two weeks, they will be paying them,
and not outl of their leave balance,”
she said,

The policy is unc
sponse to last year's t
old Marchella Brett
Adams, the Child Pr
15t assigned to her
cused of tampering w
tp make it look like
Marchella's home mo
had. The child was all
death by her mother
verely malnourished.

‘Improve Acco
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Aug. 31, gave phones
ities to all Child Prot
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serious Injury on a ca
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Subways crawling with rodents, transit workers rage at Qns.

‘CUTBACKS

MEAN RATS
ARE BACKY’

BYPETE DONOHUE
DALY NEWSSTAFFWRITER -
MTA BUDGET and staffing cutbacks have caused the
rat population to explode in the subway systern, tranait
workers charged yesterday.

“Cutbacks mean the rats are back!” Transport Work-
ers Union Local 100 members and officers chanted ata
rally at an entrance to the P /Archer subway hub
in Jamaica, Queens, which has one of the worst infesta-
tions.

Union members collected thousands of riders’ signa-
tures for a petition urging management to increage the
frequency of garbage picluups, put more trash bins in sta-
fions und better seal off refuse storage rooms to rodents.

“We have 8 huge rat problem,” said Kevin Mot
rington, & Local 100 vice president and one of the three
dozen union activists at Parsons/ Archer

“This has proven to be a problem location and even
following some of the siggestions offered by the TWU
has failed to yield positive results,” said Charles Seaton,
an MTA spokesman.

The MTA’s 2010 and 2011 budgets would eliminate
254 subway car-, track- and station-cleaning positions.
Projected savings total $21 million annually, budget
documents show.

Reports of a greater rat presence underground are an-
ecdotal The MTA said it doesn’t have a population esti-
mate and said it was unclear ifthere has been a surge.

Whatever the number, it's too big, riders and workers
said.

“It’s unhealthy to say the least,” said Phyllis Thurst-
on, a clothing store employee from Queens. “The MTA
doesn’t seem to care about its customers as long u we
give them what they want - money.”

While riders sometimes encounter rodents on plat-
forms, subway workers have to contend with the crit-
ters in greater numbers in utlity rooms, track beds,
locker rooms and lunch rooms, Harrington said.

The union said it plans to hold additionai rallies at
rat-plagued stations.

‘The MTA said they are working on a solution.

“Inthe short term, we are baiting the [Archer] station
more often and removing refuse I'mm the stauon more
often," said S polen

MW&&MMMWMNM&MM
subway statien at Parsons Bhvd. and Archer Ave. in Q Photo by y DelM

Receive $10 Free Play!

When you sign up for the Empire Club!

Slain girl's pa
tosue ACS &
city for $150M

THE FATHER OF a 4-year-old
girl who weighed just 18 pounds
when she died a year ago plans to
sue the city for $150 mitlion.

Tyrone Pierce, 31, fileda notice
of claim in civil court, announc-
ing his intention to sue the city
and the Administration for Chil-
dren’s Services for the death of
Marchella Brett-Plerce, accord-
ing to recently released docu-
ments.

Mom Carlotta Brett-Pierce, 31,
is charged with murder and grand-
ma Loretta Brett, 56, with man-
slaughter. Marchella had ligature
marks on her hands and drugs in
hersystem, when she died.

An ACS caseworker and his su-
pervisor were charged with crimi-
nally negligent homicide for fail-
ingtoprevent the child's death.

A source said Tyrone Pierce —
who is estranged from the child's
mom — was allowed to visit his
daughter three days a week until
her death, raising questions about
why he never came to her aid.

Oren Yaniv

MTA’s budget
gaps to grow

THE MTA could face huge bud-
gel gaps in the coming years —
even with fare hikes planned for
2013 and 2015, the state control-
ler wamned in areport yesterday

Controller Thomas DiNapoli
said the MTA's fiscal plans make
risky assumptions and goals, in-
cluding banking on a three-year
wage freeze for unionized work-
ers if efficiencies cannot be found
to offset pay increases

The contract with TWU Local
100, the union that represents the
most Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority workers, expires in
January.

DiNapoli also warned that if
the MTA goes forward with its
plan to increase borrowing to an
unprecedented $14 billion on its
current five-year construction
and maintenance program, al-
ready sky-high annual debt pay-
ments will balloon

Pete Donohue
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BY PETE DONOHUE ey Eysten

DAILY NEWSSTAFFWRITER - AnAC:

MTA BUDGET and staffing cutbacks have caused the ﬁ:ﬁnsgz‘;

rat population to explode in the subway system, transit ing t% prg\
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Union members collected thousands of riders’ signa- whyhe ne
tures for a petition urging management to increase the
frequency of garbage pickups, put more trash bins in sta-
tions and better seal off refuse storage rooms to rodents. MT A

“We have a huge rat problem,” said Kevin Har-

rington, a Local 100 vice president and one of the three
dozenunion activists at Parsons/Archer.
“This has proven to be a problem location and even
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Tony Bennett
backs down from
9/11 comments

Tony Bennett is singing a dif-
ferent tune when it comes to
comments he made suggesting
U.S. foreign poli-
cy caused 9/1.

The legend-
ary singer and
WWII vet apoalo-
gized Tuesday |
for saying on
Howard Stern's
radio show that
the terrorists
were provoked
by America’s military actions in
the Middle East.

“I am sorry if my statements
suggested anything other than
an expression of my love for my
country, my hope for humanity
and my desire for peace through-
out the world,” Bennett, 85, wrote
on his Facebook page.

Bennett stirred controversy
Monday when he told Stern that
terrorists “flew the plane in, but
we caused it because we were
bombing themn and they told us
to stop.” CAMNY)

Officer pleads
not gullty in rape
of Inwood teach

An NYPD officer accused of
raping a school teacher in Inwood
last month pleaded not guilty yes-
terday, and court papers said he
told other cops that he was afraid
to call his girlfriend after his arrest
for tear she would think he was
“cheating.”

Michael Pena, 27, was
arraigned on charges of rape and
sexual assault, among others, far
the alleged Aug. 19 attack. He is
being held on $500,000 cash or
$1 million bond. (AMNY)

Poll: Most NYers
willing to take
casino gamble

The majority of New Yorkers,
56%, want the state to take a
chance on legalizing casino gam-
ing, according to a Quinnipiac poll
released yesterday.

“New Yorkers of every stripe
say what stays in Vegas should
stay in the Empire State as well,”
said Quinnipiac poll director Mick-
ey Carroll.

But despite the majority sup-
port, 63% of New Yorkers also are
betting on an increase in gam-
bling addiction. aY)

ammy.com

Mike's not king of N.Y.
when it comes to cash

With $19.5B,
mayor’'s No. 2
on state rich list

BY ERIK ORT12
erik.ortlz@am-ny.com

For the second stralght
year, Mayor Mike Bloomberg
couldn't reclaim the spot as
the richest New Yorker.

While Bloomberg Is worth
an impressive $19.5 billlon,
according to Forbes’ annual
“richest Americans” ranking
released yesterday, it's still
not enough to match oll bar-
on David Koch, who's worth
a stunning $25 billion.

Koch, along with his
brother, Charles, are tied as
the fourth-richest Americans
on the Forbes list.

Bloomberg, who was the
richest New Yorker on the
200g list, ranks No. 12 in the
U.S. There's no need to pity
the mega-rich media mogul
for not being the "King of
New York,” though — his
worth increased by $1.5 bil-
lion since last year.

“His business is doing
particularly well at a time
when not all media busi-
nesses are,” said Forbes

Transit workers rat out MTA for
growing subway rodent issues

BY MARC BEJA
marc.beja@am-ny.com

Rats are taking over the
city's subways, and the
MTA isn't doing enough to
stop it, transit workers said
yesterday.

Transport Workers Unlon
members gathered outside
the Jamaica Center-Parsons/

- Archer station yesterday,
chanting 'Rats ride for free,
you gotta pay, am'l asking
riders “petition

senior edltor Luisa Kroll
of the mayor’'s expanding
Bloomberg L.P. empire.

The mayor's office de-
clined to comment.

Kroll said that even
though Bloombery increased
his wealth, he still dropped
in the overall rankings by
two spots.

‘These days, when the
majority of America's richest
are making big gains, you
really need to keep it up to
climb in the ranks,” she said.
“Even a billion-dollar gain
isn't always enough te hold
onto your rank.”

News Corp. CEO Rupert
Murdoch earned another
$1.2 billlon last year —
boosting him one notch
to g7th richest in the
country.

Of the top 400,
nearly two-thirds
saw increases in
thefr net worth,
with some crack-
ing the top 20
for the first time,
such as Facebook
founder Mark
Zuckerbe[g
He's worth ' Pay
$17.5 billion. Vo &

But every-
one else Is

“Peoplehave a right not to

be terrarized by biological

terrorism, and that's what
these rats are,” union vice
president Maurice Jenkins
sald, suggesting the MTA
put cut more trash cans, pick

up garbage more frequently, *‘

place tight-ﬂttlng lids: on

worth chump change when \
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Michael '
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. Carl lcahn
Investment
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[6] Rupert Murdoch Media $748 N,
[7] Samuel Newhouse Jr. Media 5668
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f10] Richard LefFrak family Real Estate $58

probahly ebout three or
fourrats — minimum,”® said
Harrds, 40.

Rlders at the Jamalca
station sald' although
rodents aren't new to the
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Creature discomforts .

ERE'S another reason to
stay in bed, Neéw Yorkers.
And it's got nothing to do
.wmh kamikaze bicycle as-
sassins or obnoxious cell-

“This, this is rabies!” shricked a
shocked Marcia Francois, who
comes to Wild West with Dan-
ielle Levine, 8. Rather, they used
to come there.

I really don’t want rat bites!”
said the little girl.

forms with [oud r Wanly eyeing a nest of the fast-
'The city i 1s 1 run by, moving vermin, who darted in.

rqt&; " > - - and out of the shrubs at will, Ed-
(;l.!kesomet.hmgﬁntwfa slasher ward Drossman, a stay-at home

moyie, lhe mhlea«mrrymg To-
dents lurk in the recesses of the - 2, grew fearful.
brain. Then they pep out on ﬁ_ “If someone gets-bitten, and a
playground ar subway train, - lot of kids in summer are without
to'taunt, “T outnumber youl” "~ shoes; then the city wilt'get:sued-
They're big, fat an entirely  for alotof money,” he said,
gross. And now major cutbacks in “It’s a great park — except for
the. mumber of cify’ rat-killers  the rats. I'm going to start avoid-
have finally hit home. Rats are ingit.”
rising. from the underground Other ‘pdl.'crlts simply accepted
tracks. In'a viral YouTube videp, ° the vermin they were dealt, “Isee
one frisky fiend evendlimibed up  them all the time" said mom
asleeping steaphanger’sleg. - Sarah. "Tkeep away, What choice
And like saywy New Yorkers, dowe have?”
they've invaded the best ZIP Her adorable 4-vear-old daugh-
codes, If they can make it on the ter piped up: “If you trip over the
moneyed Upper West Side, they rat, the rat will bite youl
can make it anywhere, ‘Rats. have likely lived in New
Walking into an adorable play- - York since time immemorial,
ground at 93td Street and Central = long before the advent of the
Park West (tire swings, sandbox,  video camera.
nannies galore), a scary greeter But no one ‘has been able to
met me at the gate: atat. Itlooked - connt them— thoush one estimate
to be 2 feet long. Ironically, this* put the rat population at fous per.
place is called “Wild West Park.”  human, or more than 32 million.

dad of Sarah, 4 months, and Zach,

andrea.peyser@nypost.com

Then, this summer, something
happened out of your worst
nightmare. The city Health De-
partment laid off 75 percent of its
pest-control employees — 63

* warkers — to saye $1.5 million a
‘year. Things have been) uzzy-and
rightening eversince.

Over the summer, The Post and
other news organizations re-
ported a rat.convention at the
playground at formerly scruffy,
now - kid-friendly. - Tompkins
Square Park downtown. .

For weeks; kids darted around
the rits until, Anally, they were
slaughtered by Parks officials us=

ing mechanical traps disguised as:

rocks. (Poison was a no-no for
fear of killing fledgling red-tailed
hawks.) I wonder how'PETA feels
~about rats.

This month, skeeved-aut sub-
way w_q:kc:s staged ‘a

comp. - that
rats mulﬂ- y

plied — on '

nrotest,

platforms. and in cars as well as
on tracks — due to, layoffs and
cutbacks that reduced trash col-
lection, -

The city, so far, has ‘taken the
rat- population explosion in
stride.

Health told me to contact the
MTA or Parks Department for
more info. Funny, Parks sent me
to Health. And'soon...

Parks spokeswoman Vickie
Karp issued a statement saying,
“We encourage all New Yorkers
to properly dispose of their litter
and help keep our parks and play—
grounds clean and rodent-free."-

She was not aware of unusual
rodent activity at Wild ‘West
Park, though‘she urged freaked-
out New Yorkers to call 311.

Some, like Drossman, didn’t
bother «calling. Other parents
held their noses and prayed.
Once'the rats take over, prayer
is our only hope.

v

Always a blind éye

STENCH ON THE BENCH

believing his 9-yeal:-old som,

to roadway safety
INew York state no
mger requires people to Lordtyshon Garrett of Brooklyn
p‘;ss eye tests before beat his mother-in-law’s cat,
renewing driver's Madea, with an umbrella urml
Why did we the creature had to be
eye tests in the first euthanized. Judge Dineen
ce? Riviezzo agreed Garrett didn't
iWith bicycles hogging mean to kill it. Still, she
Lines and sidewalks while sentenced him this week to six
running red lights — and - months behind bars for animal
10,000 more shared two- cruelty.
wheelers on the way — Now, move to sensitive Staten
it's impossible to see the Island where James Moss,
pavement anyway. '

Chris, stole $20 from his wallet,
beat the boy mercilessly on the
back with a spatula. He stripped
the boy, put Chris' hands’over a
hot stove until they began to
peel, punched the child’s face and
shoved him into an oven while
screaming, “I'm going to burn:
you alivel”

He then threw Chris, undressed
and suffering second- and third-

degree burns, outside until his
mother came home, Judge Robert
Collini agreed that Moss meant
to hurt the kid. Or worse. Yet the
judge sentenced him last month
to four months — of weekends!
— injail. What? No brunch?

Hurt'a cat. Or maim and
terrorize your kid. In this city,
cats are king. Children are
roadkill. And some judges are
pond scum.

Turkish -

yin UN
free-for-all

In a hissy fit worthy of a
Hollywood starlet, members of
the Turkish delegation to the
United Nations got royally
peeved after being escorted to
the wrong floor during the
debate on Palestine, Page Sxx
reported.

The security team of Turkish
Foreign Minister Ahmet
Davutoglu was told by guards
they couldn’t enter the hall. So
they “pushed their way onto the
floor, screaming, shoving and

stomping.on UN security,”

witnesses said. = -
A female UN guard and a
uniformed officer were badly

“bruised. A guard of Turkish

Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, who was tliere, was
se€n tossing a female officer
across the room, There isa
punch line.

A spokesman for Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon chalked up
the fracastoa
“misunderstanding” that's been
“resolved.”If this werea
nightclub, such abysmal behavior
would be resolved with a one-
way ticket home.

Turn the United Nations into a
housing project! It’s safer.

Finally! A Net
gain for B’klyn

‘What controversy?

It's happening, finally. The
opening of the Barclays Center
next year is a long-overdue
adrenalinie shot for Brooklyn, a
borough that was rotting in the
middle due to neglect and Yuppie
protesters who'd object to a
ribbon-cutting on a Quonset hut.

Rapper Jay-Z announced Monday
that the New Jersey Nets will be
reborn as the Brooklyn Nets, a team
of which he’s a part-owner.

He’ll also give a concert to open
the 18,000-seat arena that brings
back sorely needed jobs, money
and cachet to the Borough of Kings.

A year from now, we’ll wonder
what all the fuss was about from
well-heeled whiners who for
years delayed the return of the
“Brooklyn”-name to a
professional sports franchise,

But never mind. Play ball!
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Prince Hayes is in Rikers for steafing
copper cable from subway tunnels,

rince Hayes s currently cooling
fis heels in a Rikers Island jail cell
~ probably best for him and sub-
way riders
Alnnky 49-yeur-old witha drug
habit, Hayes pliesa dungerous trade in the
tunnels beneath the city Duringgaps
between trains, he cuts and removes
sections of copper cable for quick cashat
scrapyards.
1t's not knocking old ladies over the
head with abrick, but riders who have
languished on a delayed train will say it's
nottaking quarters from the pay phone,
either
Once Hayes strikes with i hacksaw and
pliers, thare’s trouble on that part of the
line. The emergency brakes ou traing
racing to thenext station are tripped up by
the damage, bringing them to a sudden
halt.
There are lengthy delays and costly
repairs. On at least one occasion, Hayes
caused a small explosion that sent billow-

ingsmoke into the nearest station. Another

k foreed dispatel

time, s handi 5t0
suspend service on one lineand reroute

trains on three others

“Thist the daring capper thief hasn't been
killed yet Is a testament to his luck ar skill
ormayben bit of hoth. The thick, heavy
cable he removes is part of the power

listribution circuits that hendle hundreds
ofvoltsof electrivity 1f he picked the

wrtglg section of cable, fouscrap yard near the
he'd fry like abug unders Gowanus Canal two days
o e ON THE SUBWAY Retreceey
recurring theme in this Hayes recently told his
Portrait of a Subway 4 wife in a telephone call
Criminal, it's this: NYPD Pote  fromCentrai Booking.
Transit Bureau detec- On Wednesday, Hayes
tives regularly arrest copped a pleadeal of-
Hayes and put him out of fered by a Brooklyn

commission, at least
temporanly.

Since July 2005, Hayes hasbheen
charged sixtimes with copper theft crimes
—and that'sjust in Brooklyn.according to
court records. Since 2000, he has had eight
drugpossession charges, mostly for heroin

Riderson the N line in Brooklyn experi-
enced the effects of Hayes' handiwork on
Sept. 13 The emergency brakes onseveral

trains were activated in the vicinity of the
36th St_station. Workers searching for the
cause discovered some cable was missing.
Apoliceinvestigation led to Hayes
Aceording to a criminal complaint filed
by Detective Anthony NMavarra. Fayes sold
usuetion of copper wire stamped NYCTA

Criminal Cotrt judge He
wolka90-day sentence togettlethree open
cases A parole violation might resultina
longer stay.

“He said thisis the last time,” said his
wife, arecovering alcoholic whosaid she
kicked Hayes out years ago but came to
court to support him.“He didn’tsound
sincere ”

pdonohue@nydailynews.com
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Black staffer
slams ASPCA
response to

her noose find
[ EXCLUSVE |

BYLISAL.COLANGELO

and JOHNMARZULLI
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITERS

A BLACK ASPCA employee who
found a noose in the organization’s
Queens garage claims officials blew off
hercomplaint and told her the hanging
ropewas for “operational purposes.”

Sanoy Fleming, a part-time clerk in
the records department, made the
shocking discovery on Sept. 11 and
used her phone tosnap & photo.

Fleming, who has hired o lawyer,
said & black colleague told her the
noose bad been hanging lor several
days in the garage of the spay and neu-
ter clinic, which opened last June in
Glendale

1 was very upset. and it made me un-
comfortable that o one thought it was
inappropriate,” Fleming, 40, told the
Daily News.

“] explained to my supervisor thal
nooses were used to hang slaves, and |
explained how insulting that is 1o Afri-
can-Americans.”

Fleming's supervisor apparently re-
ported the incident 10 ASPCA higher-
ups — four days later she was put on a
conference call with the human re-
sourcesdepartment.

A man who identified himseH as
“George” warned Fleming that her
work wasnotuptopar.

“At the end of the conversation, he
said, '] heard you were upset about a
rope found in the garage,’ and he said
that it was used for ‘operational purpos-
es’ to lift things,” the Brooklyn woman
recalled.

Fleming, who also has a full-time job
as a receptionist at a cosmetics firm in
Manhattan, has retained lawyer Eric
Sanderstoprotect het fromretaliation

“The person who put up that noose
should beterminated to send a message
that it will not be tolerated,” Sanders
said.

ASPCA spokeswoman Elizabeth Es-
troff said in a statement: “The ASPCA
takes employee complaints very sen-
ousty and has a very strict policy against
any form of workplace retaliation.”

Flemingsaid co-workerstold her the
noose was fashioned by a white em-
ployee who has been instructed not to
tiea knot like that again.

Jjmarzulii@nydailynews.com
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Transport Workers
Union Votes
Unanimously to
Support Occupy Wall
Street

By Jen Doll
published: Thu., Sep. 29 2011 @ 3:00PM

BREAKING
TWI I
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TRANSPORT WORKERS UNION

VOTES TO SUPPORT
OCCUPY

WALL STREET

Occupy Wall Street is in its 13th day, with support growing among factions veering from the "grungy
unemployed hippie stereotype.” There's the event led by two CUNY professors to protest the
treatment of the protesters at the hands of the NYPD (Critical Mass has written they'll join in this
rally, which may be preceded by a feeder march from Zuccotti Park consisting of other groups as
well). Michael Moore, who's been involved for days now, is doing a book signing at St. Marks
Bookshop (another cause!) with royalties on sales to go to support Occupy Wall Street. And last night,
the Transport Workers Union voted to support Occupy Wall Street. We hear that the UAW will be
showing support as well.

We spoke to TWU Local 100's spokesman Jim Gannon, who told us that the executive board voted
unanimously last night at their regular monthly business meeting to support Occupy Wall Street. TWU
Local 100 has 38,000 members, the vast majority of whom work in New York City transit. (TWU has
200,000 members in 22 states.) Gannon said, "A motion was brought up to endorse the protests'
goals; I don't know why it took us so long to do it. Right now we're going to be involved in a march and
rally on the 5th of October. We'll gather at City Hall at 4:30 and march to Zuccotti Park."

Why did they join? "Well, actually, the protesters, it's pretty courageous what they're doing," he said,
"and it's brought a new public focus in a different way to what we've been saying along. While Wall
Street and the banks and the corporations are the ones that caused the mess that's flowed down into
the states and cities, it seems there's no shared sacrifice. It's the workers having to sacrifice while the
wealthy get away scot-free. It's kind of a natural alliance with the young people and the students --
they're voicing our message, why not join them? On many levels, our workers feel an affinity with the
kids. They just seem to be hanging out there getting the crap beaten out of them, and maybe union
support will help them out a little bit."

Via Animal NY, here's a video of a woman who identifies herself as a TWU 100 member talking about
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support for the demonstrators.

Marvin Holland, TWU
100's political director, told us that individual union members have been supporting the movement
and down at Zuccotti Park since day one, and that this was "a natural fit for us." He'll be meeting with
some of the protesters tomorrow to talk about what kind of support they need. Will this help OWS
focus their still rather undefined goals? "I don't think it's our job to tell them what their demands
should be," he said.

TWU Local 100 President John Samuelsen added, "We plan to be down there from now on.
Previously there were individual rank and filers, but now there will be a coordinated presence from
the Transport Union; we'll be joining the protest, standing in agreement and solidarity. One of the
things that drew the issue to my attention is the fact that no one can get away from the fact that the
richest and wealthiest folks have received a significant tax break and there have been ongoing efforts
to extract concessions from public sector workers. Their formula is to give tax breaks to the rich and
balance the budget on people making 50 grand a year. These folks down at Wall Street are singing the
same tune as we are."

Meanwhile, Critical Mass writes,

We are bringing Critical Mass back to its glory days, and bringing it to Liberty Plaza, where
the police have been surprisingly bike friendly! Join us for a rally against police brutality at
1 Police Plaza first, at 5:30pm, then ride with us to Union Square, where we will once again
have the sound bike and we will be joining forces with the radical activists of Liberty Plaza.
They have liberated a public place, much like Critical Mass did with the streets of New
York, and we will revel in this space and this freedom with them.

Related: There Will Be a Protest to Protest the Treatment of Occupy Wall Street Protesters

[JDoll / @thisisjendoll]

Go to Runnin' Scared for all our latest news coverage.

Showing 2 comments

Anonymous 2 hours ago

Get educated!
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What is a "Paid Troller"?
People who are paid for posting FUD content (Fear, Uncertainty and Doubt) at the bottom of online articles in order to discredit the
author.

What is a "HoneyPot"?
A deceptive website set up as a "false flag" to lure targeted groups of people to post comments and/or register their personal information.
The info is

then correlated against other online data to identify those people.

If I post from my home, can my street address be identifed?
Yes! All computers have a MAC address that can be tracked down through the supplier who sold you your computer. Also your external
IP address (the

ID code used to connect you to the internet) can be correlated to your previous online activity. Google calls it "finding a needleina
haystack."” And of

course, the Google Street View cars have already photographed your street front.

How can I safely get involved?
MAKE TIME AND PLAN YOUR TRAVELS so you can post from hotel lobby computers or any other non-managed public kiosk that is
not near your

home. Public libraries typically require your library card to be swiped and should be avoided. Internet cafes offer no safety unless the
computer is public.

DON'T WORRY if you've already posted from home because there is a considerable degree of 'security in obscurity.’ Just don't make ita
habit!

What should I post?

Educate your worldwide brothers and sisters on these topics.Do it often and BE CONCISE!!!

MOST IMPORTANTLY, have a positive intention, imagine what a peaceful world would be like and conjure a joyful feeling of that
already being in place.

What are the Banksters MOST worried about?

1) exposure of the operations of the Federal Reserve Bank and fractional lending

2) people losing confidence in paper currency and bartering instead

3) people avoiding mainstream news media (mainstream news induces fear and generates hopelessness

4) positive thinking and self-awareness of individuals

5) anonymous mass resistance as described above

Remember that your identity is not important... only your ideas... which can go viral. We love you. Good luck!

Karen Kennedy 15 minutes ago

Confused about the date. Is it tomorrow or October 5?
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TWU blasts city for putting handcuffed
Occupy Wall Street protesters on buses

BY Pete Donohue, Emily Sher and Helen Kennedy
DAILY NEWS WRITERS

Monday, October 3rd 2011, 4:00 AM
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Anjali Mullany/News
Occupy Wall Street protesters and police officers on Brooklyn Bridge on Saturday.

Occupying Wall Street

Do you support the protesters?

LC Yes. They're fighting for a good cause.
L2 No, they have no idea what they're doing.
{C I'mnot sure.

Occupy Wall Street protesters return
Pepper-spray videos spark furor

Activists post identity of NYPD officer

'Wall Street' protesters vow to fight on

Wall St. protestors rail against corporate greed




e Crackdown on train taggers works

The Transport Workers Union will go to court Monday to try to stop the city from forcing bus
drivers to transport Wall Street protesters arrested by the NYPD, the Daily News has learned.

The union, whose leaders voted last week to support the protesters, said police brass
commandeered three MTA buses to transport many of the 700 demonstrators arrested on the
Brooklyn Bridge on Saturday.

Union President John Samuelsen called ordering bus drivers to drive prisoners "a blatant act of
political retaliation."

PHOTOS OF OCCUPY WALL STREET PROTESTERS

Police brass had no immediate comment on Samuelsen's comments Sunday night.

"TWU Local 100 supports the protesters on Wall Street and takes great offense that the mayor
and NYPD have ordered operators to transport citizens who were exercising their constitutional
right to protest - and shouldn't have been arrested in the first place,” Samuelsen said Sunday
night.

At least five empty buses were commandeered from terminal points on both sides of the bridge,
Samuelsen said.

HOW I ALMOST GOT ARRESTED AT WALL STREET PROTEST

In some cases, MTA supervisors ordered drivers to follow the directive.

"The MTA has a long history of cooperating with the NYPD and other law enforcement agencies
when they require vehicles to perform their duties," said Jeremy Soffin, MTA spokesman.

But that violates the contract between Local 100 and the MTA, Samuelsen said.

"Our mission is to provide transit service to the riding public, not transport people who were
arrested,"” he said.

The mass roundup on the bridge did little to stifle the protesters: Hundreds went right back to the
rally after getting sprung.

"Just because we're being arrested, we're not being silenced," said Robert Grodt, 24.

"You go to Italy, you eat gelato. You go to a protest, you expect to be arrested," said Daniel
Levine, 22, a Baruch College journalism student.




NYPD spokesman Paul Browne said 700 people received summonses and eight were held - three
for outstanding warrants and five for not providing ID.

He did not immediately comment on the TWU seeking an injunction.

The nebulous protest against corporate greed, income inequality and tax breaks for fat cats enters
its third week with growing crowds, a higher media profile and a big union march set for
Wednesday.

Cops and protesters argued over whether demonstrators Saturday defied orders to stay on the
bridge's pedestrian walkway or were lured into a trap by cops who said they could use the
roadway.

The NYPD released a video showing a captain with a bullhorn telling a teeming throng, "I'm
ordering you to leave this roadway now. If you do so voluntarily, no charges will be placed

against you."

The crowd responded with chants of "Take Our Bridge" and linked arms as protesters on the
walkway cheered them.

The Brooklyn-bound lanes of the bridge were closed for nearly three hours as cops rounded up
protesters.

"The protestors were warned: Stay off the roadway," said Police Commissioner Raymond Kelly.

Protester videos showed a column of marchers entering the car lanes with officers walking
calmly at their head.

"The cops led us onto that street," said Casey O'Neill, 34, who quit his computer job in
California to join the protest.

With Barry Paddock

pdonohue @nydailynews.com

Read more: http://www.nvdailynews.com/ny_local/2011/10/03/2011-10-
03 twu blasts city.html#ixzz1ZizJAr2D
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Squeezed by MTA Debt, Transit Workers Join Occupy Wall Street
By Alice Brennan and Alexander Hotz

Marching two abreast, blowing high-pitched whistles and chanting militant slogans, they sliced through the heaving crowd of protesters on
Friday afternoon. The representatives of Local 100 of the Transport Workers Union provided a stark contrast to the rather ragged
disorganized mass of activity Zuccotti Park had played home to for the previous two weeks.

The union had pledged its support for the Occupy Wall Street protests the night before, offering a sense of legitimacy to the growing
occupation. A week earlier, 700 airline pilots made an appearance. With the union backing, what started with a couple of dozen students
sitting in a park talking about the ravages of capitalism is slowly gaining traction nationally and overseas.

Last week, members of Transport Workers Union Local 100 march into Zuccotti Park to join the the Occupy Wall Street protest. Photo
courtesy Alexander Hotz

“The New York City Transit Authority has been in debt to Wall Street for 50 years with no hope of repayment,” said Kevin Harrington,
acting vice president of Local 100. “Wall Street has hurt the transit system with their usurious loans, and a good portion of the Transit
Authority’s budget is paying back the interest on these loans without even attacking the principal.”

The protests resonate with the 65,000-member union at an especially difficult time in its vocal history. The union’s current contract expires
Jan. 15, and members are steeling for a tough showdown with the deeply indebted Metropolitan Transportation Authority. The MTA’s
budget for 2012 included no wage hikes, and any delay in renewing the contract postpones future raises.

10/6/2011 9:57 AM
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The MTA is currently proposing the largest borrowing program in the Authority’s history — $14.8 billion over a five-year period to fund its
capital projects. Borrowing would account for 60 percent of the funding. If this plan goes ahead, debt service alone would reach $3.3 billion
by 2018, a 64 percent rise on 2011, according to a prediction by State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli. It would constitute 22.7 percent of
total revenue.

In addition to paying interest to bondholders, the MTA must pay fees to the bankers who package and sell the bonds, amounting to between
$2.50 and $5 on every $1,000 worth of debt, according to MTA Spokesperson Aaron Donovan. Financial institutions underwriting the bonds
include Barclays, Goldman Sachs, BofA, Merriill Lynch, J.P Morgan, Jeffreys and Co, Jackson, Morgan Stanley and Wells Fargo. Over the
last two years, the MTA’s underwriters earned $39.7 million in fees by issuing bonds. The institutions don’t divulge how they split the fees
among themselves, and some make additional fees from arranging interest rate swaps and other products for the MTA. But internal
documents obtained by The New York Times last year revealed that Goldman Sachs secured $28.8 million in fees from the MTA between
2000 and 2008.

Last month DiNapoli released an analysis of the MTA’s financial outlook, and it’s not pretty. According to DiNapoli, the MTA is about to
embark on an unprecedented journey into deeper debt and budget gaps. “The MTA finds itself in a difficult situation,” he writes, * for it
needs to complete the expansion projects it has already undertaken and it must also invest in the current transit system to ensure its safety
and reliability.”

Debt payments are the Authority’s heftiest cost behind labor, which sits at $8 billion annually. Its borrowing has grown steadily since 1982,
when the MTA first issued bonds, totaling $350 million, to rebuild New York City’s then decrepit subway. MTA borrowing has grown as the
share of government contributions to its budget has fallen: between 1989 and 1991, 26 percent of the capital budget came from the city and
state, while 32 percent came from the federal government. Today, the city and state contribute about 9 percent of the MTA’s capital budget.
Refinancing of MTA debt in 2000, in a deal Gov. George Pataki arranged with Bear Stearns, stretched payments out to the year 2032, ata
cost of $1 billion a year.

It’s in this environment that the TWU has decided to take up its megaphone and question just how much money Wall Street is making from
the MTA’s debt. “Their money has to come from someplace,” mused Kevin Harrington, “and it comes from the subways, and the buses, and
ultimately out of the pockets of the people of New York.”

Due to a calculation error, an earlier version of this story incorrectly put the bond fees paid by the MTA at $734.95 million.

(Source: thirteen.org)

Tags: Occupy Wall Street occupywallstreet MTA TWU Transport Workers Union MetroFocus MetroFocus
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Well don't cha
know it? Palin
not running
for President

BY THOMAS M. DeFRANK

and ALISONQENDAR
DAILY NEWS WASHINGTON BUREAW

WASHINGTON - Tea Party darling
Sarah Palin finally got off the fence yester-
day and said she’s not running for the
White House.

“After much prayer and serious consid-
eration. [ have decided that 1 will not be
seeking the 2012 GOP nomination for
President of the United States,” Palin said
inaletter tosupportess obtained by ABC.

“['believe that at this time 1 can be more
effective in a decisive role to help elect
other true public servants to office — from
the nation's govermors to Congressional
seats and the Presidency,” she wrote.

While the former Alaskan governor
didn’t endorse a candidate, she vowed to
playarole in national politics:

"I the coming weeks | will help coordi-
nate stratogics (0 assist in replacing the
Presdlent, re-taking the Senate, and main-
tadning the House ™

Republican Party officials have been
predicting (or monbhis Palin wasn’t running
bivause she'd huve to give up a lucrative
speachniaking business eaming her mil-
liinaof dollars syear. .

“The tipoff was she wasn't doing any
homework on the issues,” said a senior Re-
publican with close ties to Palin. “As Rick
Perry lius learned. you have (o be prepured
in, debates 1o talk obout stull you don't
know, and she wasn't yf

Another GOP t said Palin's
diva reputation tempted her to run, but sev-
eral recent polls have shown a majority of
Republican voters don't want her to be the
party’s candidate

“Her negatives are high and she turns off
independents.” the consultant said.
“Obama would have a field day running
againsther.”

N.Y. to honor soIdiér
killed in Afghanistan

A 19-YEAR-OLD soldier from Manhattan
is being honored by the state after he died
serving in Afghanistan, authorities said

Defense Department officials said Pvt
Danny Chen died Monday in Kandahar
Province supporting Operation Enduring
Freedom. The military is investigating (he
————————— cimumsiances of his
death, but the cause
does not appear com-
bal-refated

Gov. Cuomo directed
that flags on state pov-
emment buildings be
flown at hal{-staff tomor-
| row in honor of Chen,
who was stationed in
Alaska

“Onbehalfofall New
Yorkers, Isend my profound sympathies to
the family, [riends, and fellow soldiers of
Pvt Chen.” Cuomosaid

Tina Moore
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Union workers add muscle to protest

mmmmmhhm.mwmmmmm-mmummmmm Lanzilote

‘Have Nothings’ have s
special: A stron

hree guys from the Transport
Workers Unlon were on the
sidewilk across Broadway ~ 20
or 30 feet from the thrang assem-
blinginCity Hall

Park

“Thisguy has just ‘"
startedworkingonthis g
job,” Joseph Sclafani M

said. introducing Scott
Steinberg.“He's here
three days.”

“Twenty years,”
Steinberg said

Itwastheir talk on asidewalk. Labor
union guys The sheer number of the
labor membersshowing up made the day
perhaps the most significant we've had

The crowd was ofany size you want 1o
announce ~and it made perfect sense for
those thousandsto be on a big, world-fa-
mous street protesting, while many
otherstheir age are getting killed in
places like Afghanistan, where they
shouldnotbe

These young demonstrators were part
ofthe great crowd yesterday

The ideathat there are no jobs for
them makes (heiraltendance st a rally

like this automat

Thiswas the slart ofa moving day that
hasnot been seeninthiscityina great
many years, back when the unions were
large and nasty to those
who opposed the warin
Vietnamback in the
'60sand’70s.

Now yesterday, they
joined hands with the
young,and people were
mostly orderlyandall
fortheidea that the
troopsbe pulled oul uf Afghanistan and
that we need jobs for the young unem-
ployed around here

They were angry, and they shouted
about the injustice of a tiny percentage of
therich getting richer, while themiddle
class enduresforeclosures, dwindling
savingsand sudden losses in employ-
ment with the jobsgoing to places like
China

Atnotimein thelast half century did
anybodybelieve that the people whodo
not havearejust that, Have Nothings

Ifyouwant to know aboutimportant
people, catch up with news of the
wealthy. There is nu sense asking about

ething

g & unified voice

the poor

Itisgood that the rallies at City Hall
and Broadway were huge and heard

John Samuelsen, head of TWU Local
100, the bus and subway workers who
getustoand from work every day, got up
on the stage at Foley Square and said:
“We can'tbe in the hall tatking 1o politi-
cians. Getoutin the streels,”

He talked about how much the 180 0f
therich controls the 99% of the rest of us

Asthe last brightness of the sun
washed the buildings of Broadway.
membersof the crowd gathered in anger
alwhat hasbeen happening to them, the
college tuition bills for theirkids being
too much to pay, the foreclosures of their
homes, thejobless

Butbecause these people had loo
much humanlifeto stifle, there was a joy
toeach ofthem as they marched or
cheered or simply sang and talked to one
another withwarmthand pride

Theyliveina world thatis deeply
flawed, and they know it

Like those who marched against the
warin Vietnam 40 years ago. they are
filled with determination and hope and
idealisnt —- and they musi be heard
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taten Island: just as the Constitution affords
those whoare occupying Wall Street the
right to be morons, it affords the guy who
worked hard the right to make whatever he
can. Whatkind of freedom would we have if
the government stepped in and limsiled our income?
‘Why would anyone strive to succeed? Ilit weren't
for billionaires, there would be alot fewer jobs. The
poor and middle class don’t build skyscrapers or
start corporations Joe Manno

Bellerose Manor: While the Wall Street protesiers’
intentions are good, the only things they are accom-

disrupting everybody else If they want toreally take
action, consider why there are no U.S jobs: Where
are their sneakers made? Where are their cars
made? Their household goods? Our jobs problems
start with consurmers buying foreign-made goods
New York State alone has lost more than 160,000
jobs to offshore producers in the last 10 years. When
you buy something made elsewhere, jobs are lost
here because of it Paul Bellisario

Whitesione: “Tie-up on the bridge” (Oct 2),about
the protest and subsequent arrests on the Brooklyn
Bridge, quotes a demonstrator who identified

plishing is acquiring arrest records, racking up
millionsof dollars in police, fire and EMT costs and

himselfas a 48-year-old student. Tells you every-
thingyou need to know!

Jake McNicholas

Aleader who leads
Jamesburg, N J.: The editorial
“TWU to the barricades” (Oct. 4)
was way off base. TWU Local 100
President John Samuelsen was
nol negotiating the upcoming
contract through this protest. he
was there protecting the rights of
citizens to assemble peacefully
Like Mike Quill before him, John
sees our country’s future being
stolen by therulingclassand
wantsto do somethingabout it
Frank S Tarulli

Idiocy incarnate

Manhattan: 1t's onc thing to bash
transit workers and our legitimate
goals fora fair contract and protec-
tion from police state tactics But
to categorize the Wall Street
protestersas “useful idiots" is
proofthat the Daily Newsneeds
tospeak to its own readers. The
protesters struck 4 chord with
transit workers and many New
York working families Workers
are sick of being told we musi pay
for Wall Street's implosion with
ourjobs, wagesand benefits, while

(POLL RESULTS |

With Chris Christie declding not to
rum, ¢an any GOP candidate beat
Obama?

24%
48%
28%

Yes, there are st
slrong candidates in
the mix.

No, none of these
clowns can beat
Obama.

It doesn’t matter who
wins, since they'll
sland a good chance
because of anti-Obama
backiash.

TODAY'S POLL: Do you think
helicopter tours over New York City
shouid be banned?

Take our poll at NYDailyNews.com

corporationsand therichare
protected by Congress, Albany,
City Hall and shameless yet “use-
ful" hacksfor Wall Streetswin-
dlerslikeyou John Samuelsen
President, TWU Local 100

Automation nation

Brooklyn: Fifty yearsago, people
were warning thattechnology
would cost jobs, Today. when
employersare proliting more with
fewer employees, why should they
hire? The answer is early retire-
mentat 59, full retirement et 62, a
10% workfurce reductionand full
employment Richard Walsh

Buffaloed

Valley Stream, L L.:1am a Buffalo
Bills fan, and I was annoyed to
find that no cable channel showed
my Bills on Sunday. Channel 2
aired the Steelers-Texasgame.
Since the Buffalo Bills are the only
New York foothallteam that plays
in New York, that game should
havebeen aired They need to put
these gameson cable

Danielle Corona Gardner

Off-Target|

Yorktown Heights, N.Y : To
Voicer Dawn Joseph' First Lady
Michelle Obama would not be
able to win with you. Yousay she
needs to be “elegant and digni-
fied.” but if she went out wearinga
designer label you'd complain
thatshe needsto tone it down
when so many people are out of
work Steven Shaffer

Off-Targetll
Bronx: Would it make Voicer
Dawn Joseph feel better if First
Lady Michelle Obama shopped in
agown? Sheshopsat Target, and
that means she looks for a bargain
Thatis not only human, but smart
Christina Figuerou

Oft-Target Il

Mounl Vernon, N Y., [am tired of
people picking apart the First
Family. If Michelle Obama were
shown shopping at Nordstrom,
Bameys or other high-end stores,
the same people complaining now

would call her out of touch with
average Americans. [find it
refreshing that we have an ap-
proachable, down-lo-earth First
Lady. There’s nothing wrong with
her doing what pleases her with
her time, even ifit'sshoppingat
“lowly” Target! Ekeng Manczuk

Hail, no!
Flushing: Voicer Jawaid Toppa,
the deep-in-debt. hardworking
taxi medallion owner, is correct
about theunintentional conse-
quences of Emperor Bloomberg's
planto allow street hails for livery
drivers This is the same scenario
thal wreaked havoc with banks
when social justice dictated that
everyone shouldownahome
Olivia Hamison

Off-color statement

Brooklyn: in reportingon the
complex issue of recruiting minon-
tiestothe FDNY (“FDNY all
about who you know,” Oct. 1),
whyisitacceptableto publish a
quote that perpetuates yet another
stereotype? Astatement by a
former assistant commissioner
that, “You're dealing with alot of
Irishmen who are drunks and they
get into bar fights” is printed
withoul comment or debate Asa
woman of Irish descent, and the
spouse of a firefighter of [rish
descent, lam highly ofended by
such statements Wouldn'tithave
been more productive to write of
thelong, proud history of the lrish
inthe FDNY? Teresa D Cashman

No smoke and no fire

Howard Beach: [ wasacity fire-
man [or 22 years, and | worked
with 15 members whom the
Vulcan Society claimstorepre-
sent For 10 of those vears [wasa
union delegate, and never were
biasincidentslike the ones the
Vulcansclaimare systemic in the
FDNY brought to my attention
What I do know is that my son was
denieda job asa city firefighter
because Judge Nicholas Garaufis
thinksthe FDNY has some grand
scheme o denyjobsto certain
peoplebased on their skin color.
Doctors and lawyers are not
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Protest is a real piece of work

They saw the fight

around

Huntington Station, L.1.: I breathed a sigh of relief over the
Cuomo administration’s decision 10 rethink dropping the vision
test for driver’s license renewals (* DMV’s hindsight is 20/20!"
Oct. 1) Alllcould picture were thousands of Mr Magoos driving

Nancy Macri Kennedy

represented inaratjo that reflects
the city’s populauon, so why does
Garaufis demand that of the
FDNY? EdSullivan (FDNYrel )

Kangaroo court
Bellerose: The Vulcan Society
and Judge Nicholas Garaufis
make the FDNY sound like the
KKK Thejudge didn't care what
anyone said at trial because he
already had his mind made up
Jerry Baccari (FDNYrel.)

For shame!

Old Bridge, N |.: Thanksto Lori
Dorn (“Breast cancer survivor
says TSA humiliated her with chest
patdown after double mastecto-
my.” NYDailyNews com, Oct, 3}
for havingthe courage to share
herstory. However, expecting
professional behavior from
morons is like trying to make a silk

purseoul of apig'sbehind Next
time, she should carry her medical
papersinher pocket and make
sure they have no big words or
numbers higher than 10

Claire Flaherty

Wedding bell boos

Brooklyn: Maybe best man Josh
Fattal can buy hikers Sarah
Shourd and Shane Bauera porta-
ble GPS device so theydon’t
inadvertentlytake a honeymoon
beyond enemylines.  Kris Tapper

Justice detayed

Beverly Hills, Calit : My eyes were
glued to the TV for newsabout
Amanda Knox The lialian justice
systein finally smartened up and
faced the truth that she wasinno-
cent and suffered for four years
because of an awful investigation
What ashame Margo Drivas
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[yeagk any five of the many “Ocoupy

Wall Street™ camper-protesters why

they've been sleeping, eating, partying

and protestingin the Finencinl District

day after day, braving rainstorms and
increasingly chilly nights, you're likely to
get five different answers.

Since I live near the encampment in the
shadow of Ground Zero. [ decided to visit
Zuccotti Park early Monday moming to
pose that question. Here's what [ was told:

1 want w overthrow the U.S. gavern-
ment,” said Brian Phillips, a 25 year-old
former Marine who now heads the protest-
ers’ oo icat and sec Vgroup

“We want transparency, education and
empowerment,” said Will Roper, a dis-
abled electrician who usually lives in Con-
neclicut with his wife and two kids.

“We're building an alternative commu-
nily.” said Amy, 29, a former substitute
school teacher who came here on “day
one” to see what was going on and now
largely through donations helps feed 200
to 1,000 people aday

“We wantto end the war,” said a woman
who refused to toll me her give her name or
uge, but acknowledged being old enough to
have been ot Woodstock.

“We wanl to stop companies with gov-
ernment help from polluting our water and
tand,” said Thomas, a 28-year-old self-de-

BEOURGUEST
BY JUDITHMILLER

scribed “jack of all trades” who came here
from Tampa to protest

There is a common theme to these an-
swers: the mostly young people in the park
are the 99% of the country that is suffering
while 1% thrives,

Some are troubled by the demonstra-
tors’ lack of focus, by their absence of con-
structive policy prescriptions. This, writes
my friend John Avlon, among the first lo
recognize the importance of the Tea Party,
isa “lost opportunity.”

| disagree. The refreshing thing about
this modern-day “be-in" is its lack of pre-
dictable deinands — its disdain for ostensi-
ble solutions to intractable problems. Their
response is a primal scream against our
high finance-bailout culture. [t is not that
dissimilur from the frustration that ignited
the Tea Party in its early incarnation, be-
fore it got “organized.” which is to say, hi-
[acked by right-wing billionaires

Every day provides reason for fresh out-
tage — be it the $20 million bonuses for
men rewarded lor driving theilr companies
into near-bankruptey and new taxpayer
bailouts, our stubbornly high unemploy-
ment rate, the continuing expulsion of mid-
dle-class Americans from the hames that

 Blind

Sympathy for

7/ -

<er
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Bill Bramhallls on vacation.

the occupiers

were supposed to be their castles, or health
insurance premiums thet have recently
soared by 9%, only 1.5% of which is attrib-
utable to the 2,000-page mess of a bill that
Obams pr ted and Congressy d

It's a scream aboul corruption between
government and corporations, On Tues-
diy, Elizabeth Rosenithal at The New York
Times obtuined hundreds of emuils show-
ing how the State Department has cozied
uptaa Canadian pipeline company, Trans-

“hope and change,” Obama has lost theimn
Ronald Suskind'sdisheartening new book,
“Confidence Men,” portrays & weal Presi-
dent who surroutids himsell with officials
whose “solutions” have helped perpetuate
America’s economuc misery. A sample:
Thotgh Treasury Secretary Tim Geithner
ignores an Obama decision on Citibank, he
retuins his job as treasury secretary, thanks
toa President ioo muchin the thrall of Wall
Street to fire him,

Canada, becoming its o Il the OWS pro-
fucilitator at the po- Su]"el ﬂ“s movement testers are mad as
lentinl expense of the 2 hell. who can blame
nulion'senvironmen-  § them?

tallaws Inthe emails, IS unfocuse{" So What’ The prm’:ﬁlers
environmentalisis ] 1 may not have the an-
plead futilelyformeet: LS @ cryof frustration 5! América's

ings while company
reps waltz in and out
of the State Depart-
ment

And who is Trans-
Canada’s lobbyist? Paul Elliott, & top offi-
cial in now-Secretary of State Clinton's
2008 presidential campaign.

Many of the protesters are among the
younger Americans who turned out in
flocks In 2008 to help a young, inexperi-
enced black senator with  silver tongue ns-
tonish the world by becoming President
But after capturing their yearning for

about America's broken
economy and politics

economic  decline
and political mal-
alse, but at least they
are no longer ignor-
ing the stench of po-
litical cronyism and corruption emanating
from Wall Street and Washingion, Like the
early Tea Party activists, they have urticu-
lated the helplessness and fear of so many
Americans. The question we should be ask-
Ing is not what is their program. but what
ook them solong?

Miller is a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist
and aFox News contributor.
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Wall Street’s Winter

Grim news for NYC’s budget

T

ICR-tock. Thanks to Wash-

ington’s support for big

banks, New York City has

been a cocoon of prosperity
compared to the rest of the nation
over the last three years.

But banks can’t stay on the dole
forever — and the city's done
nothing in the 37 months since
Lehman Bros. collapsed to pre-
pare for a leaner Wall Street.

Without endless financial-in-
dustry profits, New York can't af-
ford to make good on the
promises it’s made to workers
and pick up the trash and keep
criminals off streets.

From 1997 to 2007, the city's tax
collections nearty doubled, from
$20.4 billion to $38.6 billion,

rowth nearly three times the in-
ﬁm.ion rate. Why? The financial
industry wis making record prof-
its from debt and derivatives.

Yel even during these “good”
years, New York could barely
keep its head above water, That
15, the city needed the biggest
bubble that the modern world
has ever seen just so it could
continue to:

® Let cops and firefighters con-
tinue to retire after 20 years.

®Provide nearly free health
benefits to its army of workers
and retirees and their dependents.

®Throw a few dollars to
bridges and transit.

® Oh, and double the schools
budget.

Without a bubble, doing this
stuff isn’t tricky. It’s impossible.

In the four fiscal years since
Lehman collapsed (including
this year), the city has run an av-
erage deficit of 4.6 percent of its
tax collections. We've kept going
thanks to an $8 billion surplus
we had built up in the five years
pre-meltdown — but that money
is now gone.

And those budget holes
would've been bigger were it not
for our other reprieve: Washing-
ton’s decision, post-Lehman, to
protect Wall Street at all costs.

First came the TARP bailouts,
which kept some companies
afloat when they should have
gone bankrupt. Then came the
Federal Reserve's zero-percent
interest rates — which essen-
tially meant free money for Wall
Street, which made it easy to
turn a profit.

Then, too, regulators have ig-
nored the fact that banks have
had no idea how to do foreclo-
sures (when millions of houses
need them) without, um, bending
the rules.

Welfare-for-Wall-Street

Targsting the city's economy: Union
Streel crowd don't reallze where

worked for a while. The banks
even started adding back jobs.
After shedding 41,100 positions
between 2007 and 2010 — 8.8
percent of the total — New
Yorl’s financial firms hired back
10,600 people starting in spring
2010.

That may not sound impres-
sive. But each of those 10,600
people makes an average
$262,195 — more than four times
what a New Yorker who's not in
the financial sector makes. And
each of these new workers has
supported other local jobs — in
the private sector via consumer
spending, and in the public sec-

tor through higher tax payments.

Last year, for example, the city
took in $2.1 billion more in “eco-
nomically sensitive taxes” —
closely tied to Wall Street — than
it had the year before. That
staved off a lot of wolves,

But the wolves aren’t dead —
and now Wall Street is shedding
jobs again — 4,000 since May,
and that’s just the beginning. If
tax revenues surprise us this year,
it’ll be on the way down, not up.

As bailout anesthesia wears off,
Wall Street can’t figure out how
to make money — and the prob-
lem's not just the European crisis
or new regulations. It's worse:

Investors and clients are increas-
ingly skeptical of the Wall Street
business model, and of the West-
ern governments upon which
too-big-to-1ail finance depends.

And the demonstrators in Zuc-
cotti Park are a reminder to as-
tute bank investors that the
broader public remains inconve-
niently white-hot angry about
bailouts. The Tea Party hasn't
gone away, either

In other words, banks and their
investors have no idea how the
shifting business and political cli-
mate will affect their profits in
the years to come. But it's pretty
clear they won't enjoy the growth
they experienced before 2007 —
and neither will New York.

Nor has Mayor Bloomberg (or
anyone else in city government,
like mayoral wannaﬁe Christine
Quinn) used the four-year re-
prieve to prepare for wrenching
chunge in our bread-and-butter
industry.

Pension costs for public work-
ers will reach $8.4 billion this
year — up from 5.7 billion when
Lehman collapsed. Add in health
and other non-wage benefits for
workers and tetirees, and this
year’s total is $16.4 billion — 39
percent of city tax revenues. Al-
most every dollar of property tay
that the city coliects goes toward
these costs.

These numbers are an existen-
tial threat to everything New
York has gained in the past 20
years — declines in crime in-
cluded.

Though it may be hard to be-
lieve, we may soon wish we had
the last three years back.

Nicole Gelinas is a contributing
editor to the Manhattan Insti-
tute’s City Journal.

WHY CHRIS CHRISTIE MATTERS

What Tru
Gauses Crime

SKED after the London ri-
ots: Who did this, and how

HAT happens to New Jersey Gov. Chris

Christie now? Will he campaign for the

Republican nominee? Will he settle back
into New Jersey glolitics exclusively?

Not since William Taft graced the White
House in the early 20th century has there been
a national political presence like Christie.
Larger than life both physically
and emotionally, Christie plays the
political game like a blitzing mid-
dle linebacker: If he zeroes in on
you, you'll feel it.

Christie is not yet ready to be

resident, though, because he

cks sufficient executive experience. Perhaps
the biggest problem President Obama has is a
lack of problem-solving experience. Through
no fault of his own, Obama was handed a dam-
aged economy, and he promptly made it worse
because he had no frame of reference in eco-
nomic matters. He hired a bunch of liberal peo-
ple who sold him on the preposterous idea that

BILL
O'REILLY

the federal government could manage the pri-
vate sector. Disaster.

New Jersey is a mess, with the highest taxes
in the nation and an unemployment rate of 9.4
percent, Unions have a stranglehold on educa-
tion and public services The state has runup a
$33 billion debt. The insidious TV program
“lersey Shore” is now the pro-
jected image of the Garden State.
Just when you thought it couldn't
get any worse than Tony and Car-
mela Soprano, here comes Snooki

So Christie should do what he’s
been called to do: Solve difficult
problems, As a federal prosecutor, he nailed a
variety of bad guys, including gang members,
child pornographers and the terrorists who
tried to attack Fort Dix. A tough guy, he brooks
no nonsense. Most Americans admire that.

There is a sea change going on politically in
this country. Obama is a cool, composed guy
who inspired hope, especially among minori-

‘cated, dangerous

ties and younger Americans, The president’s
confidence is still on display, but his record
speaks for itself. A new ABC News-Washing-
ton Post poll says that 55 percent of Americans
now want a Republican in the White House.

That Republican will not be Christie in 2013,
but it could happen. We're living in & compli-
, many folks are confused.
The nation needs direction and a clear path.

Christie is blunt. He describes the problem,
tells you what he’s going to do about it and also
tells you to go nuke yourself if you don't like it.
As long as the problems get solved, he can get
away with that kind of presentation. But, as
Obama has learned, if things don’t improve, it
will get mighty hot under the Christie collar

I've never met the governor, but 1 have deep
roots in Jersey, 1 don't like what has happened
to the state. If Christie can turn things around,
the next stop may well be Pennsylvania Ave-
nue. That would be quite a change for that
venue — and one that may be needed.

do we stop them from doing
it again? Well, the Telegraph
reports that “the average
London rioter had 15 previ-
ous offenses on his record —

| NATIONAL
REVIEW

(The Week)

but only a third of those had
ever been to prison." Justice
Secretary Kenneth Clarke
interpreted this as confirma-
ton “that existing criminals
were on the rampage.” Crim-
inality: Still and always the
real root cause of crime.

~— The editors of National
Review, writing in the maga-
zine's Oct. 17 issue

i~
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Bus driver Gmatiey Greenidge was drafted by NYPD to carty pretesters arrested in Breeklyn
Bridge protest Oct. 1. He says be understands demonstrators’ frustration. Photo by Bryan Pace

Bus driver hauling
protest prisoners
can see hoth sides

DEAL e DAY

fior G tram riders whose subway

usdnver Grintey Greenidge
expected to drive a shutile route
!mc waspartly knm:kul ot of

nance work

Instead. he ended up transporting
Occupy Wall Street protesters who had
been arrested.

Police brass in white shirts Ragged down
Greenidge’s MTA busin Brooklyn on Oct.
1and told him to pull over behind two
otheridling buses.

“lhad noidea what wasgoingon,”
Greenidge said.

Heeoon learned
hundreds of demonstra-
tore had been arrested for
the Brooklyn Bridge. The _'-

NYPD first summoned
Correction Department
buses, but they were

Inapinch, the police
turned to mass transit.

Greenidge, 57, isn’t crazy about anyone
blocking traffic. He is, after all, a bus driver.
doesn’t heap scom on the demonstrators,
who have called - however vaguely —fora
shift of economic priorities and resources.

“Do [ agree with people jumping on the
can'tsaythatldo,” he said. “Do I agree that
sometimesit's the only way to get your
pointacrossto thepowers thatbhe? Yes, I
do
are so shortsighted. [f you don't spread the
economic bounty around, you will have
these probiems.”
As Greemdge seesit, unemployment is

trying to march across
taking too long to arrive.
Butunlike some critics, Greenidge
Brooklyn Bridge and stopping traffic? I
“Ican'l believe that the powers that be
P corp

ON THE SUBWAY

bigger profits moved their factories, assem-
bly plants and back-office operations to
other countries.

“How many times have you called about
somethingand find yourself talking to
someone 4,000 miles away?* he agked.

Thesituation wouldn't look so bleak if
President Obama’s political opponents
weren't primarily interested in blocking his
effortsto better their chances of winning
the White House, Greenidge believes.

After driving a bus for 14 years,
Greenidge hasan annual base pay of ebout
$59,600. He increased hisincome last year
by volunteering for exira
shifis, sometimes work-
ingsix daysa week.

“Bverylittle bit helps,”
hesaid, quicklyadding
that he'sbetter off than
many.

“I'm not married. |
don'thave kids,” he said.
“There areé households
with family members who
are not working. I feel bad for them. These
aresome of the roughest times I've seen.”

One of the most common criticisms of
Occupy Wall Street is the lack of a unified
goal or detailed platform. Perhaps that will
emerge.

The transit workers union, which joined
the fray, wants Gov. Cuomo and the state
Legislature toextend atax surcharge on
millionaires that's set to expireat the end of
theyear

’l‘halseemsllke agood start, and
Greenidge agrees.

He said he would rather the bus lanes
remain clear, but Occupy Wall Streetis one
of the few positive developments of late.

“Iwas pleasantly surprised to see that
many young people with that much convic-
tion,” he said.

pdonohue@nydailynews.com
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OUT THE
TRASH

MTA's surprising solution to dirty
subways: Get rid of garbage cans
Page 3

Why Rent?

Buy a new home and pocket $5,000 at closing!
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Occupy Wall Street protesters continue their
desnonstrations at Zuccotti Park yesterday.

[~ 104]

Support for protests,
but legal woes remain

Occupy Wall Street pro-
testers got some love from
the highest corridors of
finance, even as hundreds
found out yesterday that
they remain in legal hot
water. Here are the latest
developments:

@ The Manhattan dis-

trict attorney’s offics

sald it would not drop
charges of disorderly
conduct against some

300 protesters arrested

on the Brooklyn Bridge and at
Union Square at the beginning
of the month, according to The
New York Times.

o Willlam Dudley, chief of
the New York Federal Reserve,
expressed agreement with the
roots of the protests, saying:
“There is a fundamental unfair-
ness about what happened: The
banks were rescued, yet the

amny.com

economy suffers with a very,
very high unemployment rate,”
WNYC reported.

© Gov. Andrew Cuomo went

on former Gov. David Paterson’s

WOR/710 AM radio show yes-

terday and said he has “total

respect for the right of the dem-
onstrators,” and that be
believes “in the rule of
law, and we enforce the
law, and that's how the
state handles it”

© Rufus Welnrwright,
Sean Lengon and Lennth's
girlfriend, Charlotte Kemp-
Muhl, dropped by Zuoootti Park
on Sunday night to perform
Madonna's "Material GirL"

o MTV’s planned reallty
show based on the protest-
ers, “True Life: 'm Oocupying
Wall Street,” wil premiere Nov.
S. the Times reported.  (uem

MTA’s weird trash fix:
Toss the garbage cans

Agency hoping
riders will take
junk with them

BY MARC BEJA

marcbeja@am-ny.com

it's ironlc: To cut down
on trash on subway plat-
forms, the MTA is consider-
ing trashing garbage cans.

The cash-strapped
agency may remove all
the cans from some plat-
forms if everything goes
wall with a test-run under
way at two stations. it's
banking on riders to take
their trash with them —or
simply bring less of it-

if the pilot program -
which hegan two weeks
ago at the Eighth Stroet
N/R station and Flushing/
Maln Street No. 7 station
— I successful over the

net two months, it could  Garbage cans hava been removed
expand to other stations.

“It's just an experiment  likes the lack of trash
10 son how much we can  bins, Gaito noted, but the
reduce the amount of re- cleaner at Main Street
fuse that we pick up,” said  isn't a fan because he has
fohn Gaita, the MTA'svice to personally clean up
presidaut and chiefofficer  after p 5
for subways. "We expect “We don't mind picking

* people to bring garbage,

but we'd like them to
bring less food. ... Food

An MTA warker sweeps the Main Street station on the No. 7 ine In Flushing yesterday.
to avoid trash buildup

up things like nawspa-
pers,” Gaito sald, adding
that they account for

attracts rodents.” nearly half of all garbage

The test is being done  collected. “We'd prefer
in response to the agen- papers instead of food.”
cy's difficulty picking up Transit advocates
the appraximately 8,820 and straphangers were
garbage bags daily across  scratching their heads
the system, Galto sald over the experiment.
during yesterday's transit “It seems like an odd
cammittee meeting. Eight  solution to a legitimate
trains and six trucks haul  problem,” satd Gene Rus-
away trash each day, cost-  sianaffofthe Strapbangers
Ing $42 million a year. Campaign. “I don't think

Work-  it's going to make clean-

ars spokesman ing up garbage
Jim Cannon - easier with
called the no garbage
plan “pretty cans.”
ridiculous.” Riders at

"It's like the BElghth
saylng we're Strest staton
gonna fight agreed.
crime by tak- "Not ev-
ing the cops eryone is
off the street,” gonna carry
Gannon said. their garbage

The sta- around,” said
tion cleaner NYU student
at the Eighth Naleeka Den-
Street station uis, 21.

;. 71%
76%
712%
63%
62%
68%
68%
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Riders who are
satisfied with...

Overall subway

service

Service reliability

Service
frequency

Communications
on board trains

Overall local bus
service

Service raliability

Speediness
of bus trips

Riders more satisfied with MTA
A year after the biggest service cuts in its history and
another fare hike, the MTA sald its riders are happier
with subway and bus service, according to a survey the
agency conducted in June. In fact, the survey showed
customer satisfaction increasing in nearly every
category. Some of the findings:

20N
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13%
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T1%
81%
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at Cuomo’s Property-Tax Cap, Communities Move to Get Around It

\S KAPLAN

1 cap on property
by Gov. Andrew M.
ering resistance as
across New York
unts to a restriction
and seek to exempt
e new limits.
3, which inciude af-
ty suburbs and rural
‘e border with Can-
that they cannot re-
f property taxes and
a variety of state-
1s and provide the
xpect. And now doz-
inty boards are over-
1 to override, the cap.
ile to dictate our own
id Lee V. A. Roberts,
e Westchester Coun-
d, where the Town
voted to grant itself a
)

i.pproved the tax cap

in late June, an effort to limit the annual
growth of local property taxes to 2 per-
cent or the rate of inflation. After that
measure passed, Mr. Cuomo vowed that
it would "provide much-needed relief”
from rising taxes, and he was so proud
of the law that he signed it gix times,
once in his office and five times on the
front lawns of houses in high-tax com-
munities.

It remains too early to determine ex-
actly the impact the cap will have: New
York State has more than 10,000 taxing
entities, with varied processes and dif-
ferent calendars for determining their
tax rates. Most school districts, which
are responsible for the largest part of
homeowners' tax bills, will not confront
the cap issue until the apring.

The law allows taxing jurisdictions to
grant themselves waivers with the ap-
proval of 60 percent of the members of
whatever body approves local spending
— a town board, a county legislature or,
in the case of most school districts, the

residents themselves. And there are
multiple early signs that the cap is not
keeping tax increases down for all New
Yorkers.

Gregory J. Edwards, the county exec-

Some local governments
say they can’t operate with
a 2% limit on increases.

utive of Chautauqua and the Republican
candidate for lieutenant governor last
year, wrote in a letter to residents this
month that the cap was a “scam”
pushed by politicians in Albany. He has
asked county legislators to approve a
tax increase of nearly 13 percent, which
he wrote was entirely attributable to in-
creases in state-mandated costs.

“The 2 percent property-tax cap is

nothing more than a campaign slogan
meant to get them re-elected and give
local leaders the pain for their failure to
act,” Mr. Edwards wrote in his letter, re-
ferring to Albany lawmakers.

Chautauqua is among several coun-
ties consldering budgets that call for
property-tax increases several times
the 2 percent limit, saying the cost of
providing services. mandated by the
state, like Medicaid and welfare pro-
grams, is rising faster than that. Albany
County, home to the Executive Man-
sion, has called for a 19 percent tax in-
crease, while Franklin County has
asked for a 13 percent increase.

The Association of Towns of the State
of New York estimated that, based on
historical budgeting data, about a third
of New York’s 932 towns might also con-
sider overriding the cap. Some towns
said they needed faster property-tax in-
creases to pay for important capital
projects; others cited a need to finance
their share of the rebuilding after Tropi-

cal Storms Irene and Lee.

“There is a great deal of frustration,”
said Peler A. Baynes, the executive di-
rector of the New York State Confer-
ence of Mayors and Municipal Officials.
“They wanl to make it work, but they're
struggling to make the numbers add
up.”

At a meeting this month of the Board

.of Supervisors for Ontario County, when

one town supervisor asked which of his
counterparts was seeking to override
the cap, nearly all of them raised their
hands.

“] wasn’t surprised,” said Theodore
M. Fafinski, the board’s chairman and
the supervisor in the Town of Farming-
ton. “My comment to many of the legis-
lators when 1 talk to them is — and I
pull po punches — ‘What in the world
were you thinking when you passed
this?'”

Each passing day seems io bring a
new act of legislative rebetlion. 1n just

Continued on Page A28

Hoping to Reduce Subway Trash
By, of All Things, Removing Bins

An Experiment in Two Stations to Tackle ‘Unsightliness’

By MICHAEL M. GRYNBAUM
If cleanliness is next to godliness, then the

New York City subway has long been in need.

of a few prayers.

So trash-weary officials at the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Authority are trying some-
thing new: in a counterintuitive plan, a pair of
subway stops, one in Queens and one in
Greenwich Village, have been entirely bin-
free for the last two weeks.

The idea is to reduce the load on the au-
thority’s overtaxed garbage crew, which is
struggling to complete its daily rounds of
clearing out 40 tons of trash from the system.

But it also offers a novel experiment: will
New Yorkers stop throwing things away in the
subway if there is no place o put them?

The plan is part of a broader approach in-
stituted three months ago by New York City
Transit to tackle an
epidemic of “unsight-
liness and malodor”
in the subway sys-
tem, as an agency re-
port released on
Monday phrased it.

Officials are add-
ing several runs of
garbage trains in the
middle of the day, to
pick up leftover
refuse bags that were
missed during over-
night collection.
Refuse receptacles
have been added to
18 stations, and, in
some cases, late-
night passenger
trains may be de-
layed so that the sys-

The worker who sweeps
the platforms at a stop in
Queens is not happy. cent.

tie walls of the downtown platform. Its pro-
prietor, Ranandra K. Talukder, said that since
the bins were removed, he has been bombard-
ed by riders who ask if they can throw away
their trash in his store. Fiercely protective of
what he deemed “my clean space,” he tells
them no. He keeps his own garbage bin hid-
den behind the counter. “Very, very nasty,” he
said of the platform outside his shop.

John Gaito, a subway vice president who
supervises trash collection, said the no-bin pi-
lot had had mixed results. The system's clean-
er who sweeps at Eighth Street is a fan; the
cleaner at Main Street in Flushing, one of the
busiest in the system, is not. “He sees more
trash,” Mr. Gaito said of the Main Street work-
er.

According to a 2008 study, about half of the
trash generated in the subway system is dis-
carded newspapers
— although print cir-
culation has declined
since then.

About a third of
underground refuse
is in a vague catego-
ry, “other,” which
consists of a potpour-
ri of trash: juice box-
es, shoes, rubber
products, discarded
lunch bags and ba-

ULJ SETT FOR THE NEW YORK INMES hana mels' Me"ro-

Cards and food
waste, like hall-eaten
hamburgers and ap-
ple cores, each ac-
count for about 1 per-

Some officials at
the transportation

tem's eight garbage
trains can complete their runs.

So far, the results are promising: the num-
ber of garbage bags still sitting on station plat-
forms at 6 a.m. has been cut in half,

The nahin avnarimant ic o mara 1nenal

authority want Lo ban
food in the system. Charles Moerdler, an out-
spoken board member from the Bronx, called
for a study to examine “the extent 10 which
foodstufis on trains or sold on the platforms is
either deleterious to the system, or can in
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CityTime
case will
be adrag

By JOSH MARGOUN

The wheels of justice are
spinning slower than usual
on the CityTime payroll
scandal.

Criminal (rials against
those indicted for allegedly
bilking the city in the mas-
sive  payroll-automation
scam are unlikely to start
until the end of 2012, The
Post has leamed.

The delays were fore-
shadowed in a brief letter
filed with US District Judge
George Daniels Friday.

Prosecutor Andrew Gold-
stein told the judge that a
scheduled court pear-
ance had to be canceled be-
cause the “government is
still in the process of [col-
lecting records), which is
particularly voluminous in
this case, amounting to
more than 3 million docu-
ments.”

Attorneys told The Post
that that many documents
could translate into 4 mil-
lion to 5 million actual pages
that have to be reviewed.

Eleven peaple have been
implicated in the case,
which already has led to the
firing of the city official in
charge of the project

Jmargolin@nypost.com

‘Tax the rich’

union rally

Push to keep state levy

By ERIK KRISS in Albany
& SALLY GOLDENBERG in NY

With the Wall Street pro-

test just blocks away,
minority lawmakers and
union leaders rallied at
City Hall yesterday to step
up their call for a New
York “millionaires tax® —
with a trangit-union presi-
dent vowing he won't ac-
cept wage freezes if Gov.
Cuomo won’t accept the
tax hike.
But Cuomo and state
Senate Majority Leader
Dean Skelos are standing
firm in their opposition,
saying higher taxes on the
rich would drive invest-
ment, jobs and businesses
to other states.

Skelos (R-LI) even took a
swipe at actor and liberal
sympathizer Alec Baldwin,
who's been spotted re-

cently at the Occupy Wall
Street protests.

“We can't be influenced
by the Alec Baldwins of
the world that are just buy-
ing a'$17 million condo in
Greenwich Village — and
he’s going to tell us that we
should tax everybody
else,” Skelos. said on the
Capitol Pressroom upstate
mdio show yesterday.

Skelos' comment came
as dozens of Democratic
city and state legislators
joined Transport Workers
Union Local 100 President
John Samueisen and other
labor leaders to demand
that Cuomo extend the
millionaires tax rather
than allow it to expire as
scheduled on Dec. 31.

“To expect working fam-
ilies and public-sector
workers across New York
state to suffer because you

want to give millionaires a
tax break — it's not hap-
pening,” said Samuelsen,
whose union’s contract is
up at the end of the year, in
declaring he would not ac-
cept the three-year wage
freeze other public unions
have this year agreed to if

the governor doés not con--
tinue the millionaires tax. .

Supporters of a state tax
hike,

for the levy since Cuomo
took office on Jan. 1, say it's
needed to help protect
funding for education,
health care, transportation
and other services.

“Today, more than ever,
we should not hesitate to
ask those who've gotten the
most from New York state
to give a little back when
times get tough,” City
Council Speaker Christine
Quinn (D-Manhattan), a

by the Alec
Baldwins of the
world that are
just buying a

going to teil us
that we should
tax everybhody

likely 2013 mayoral candi-
date, said in a statement.

Proponents of the tax
claim there's new momen-
tum behind them.

The Working Families
Party, which had Democrat
Cuomo on its ballot line in
last year’s race for gover-
nor, launched a petition
drive to keep the state’s
millionaires tax alive.

Cuomo and Skelos noted
that the next state budget

We can’t be

influenced

S$17 million
condo in

Greenwich
Viliage —
and ie’s

else.

already has 4 percent in-
creases in education and
health-care spending built
in — following deep cuts
in both areas this year.
Cuomo has said that de-
spite a $2.4 billion pro-
jected deficit for 2012-13,
he intends to stick with an
$800 million increase in
school aid planned for
next year as part of a two-
year appropriation.
akriss@nypost.com
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Why Is our
logo orange?
Margarette Purvis,
President & CED
Food Bank for New
York Clty

Ons in five New York- ©

ars struggles to afford
| food. Think about this
| the next time you're rid-
' ing a crowded subway,
| walking down a busy

street or shopping at

a grocary store. One In

On the upside, the
Food Bank for New
York City can bring five
healthy meals to our
neediest neighbors for
just $1. Purchasing a
morning latte or down-
loading music costs
money that we rarely
think about. But today,
we want every New
Yorker to be prond of
what they can do with
a single dollar. The Food
Bank has a positive,
lasting effect on the
lives of New Yorkers

orange. While orange
is the color of hunger
awareness, today it's
owr bat signal, calling
youto serve and support
the one in five mothers,
children, seniors, vetar-
ans and neighbors who
rely on soup kitchens,
food pantries and after-

Answer the call.
Get involved. Visit
foodbanknyc.org.

Attacks on MTA workers up

‘THOSE WHO COMMIT THESE
CRIMES HAVE TO BE
PROSECUTED TO THE FULLEST
EXTENT OF THE LAW.’

BY MARC BEJA
marcheja@em-ny.com

Straphangat$ are getting
violent,

Attecks on MTA employ-

ees bave skyrockated this
year on subways and buses
by move than 26%, according
to agency documents.

At least 170 employees
were on the receiving end
of passengers’ wrath so far
this year, up from 134 over
the same period last year.

“These peopls are not just
a threat to drivars; they're a
threat to people like myself

Councilman James Vacaa

who are on the train and

depend on transit every
Councllman jamos Vacea
Bronx) said of the attackers
during a transit committee
meeting yesterday.
Transpart Workers Unton
President John Samuelsen
blamed the spike in crime on

! Freaks:come out at nlght

.3— Revelers attand the Village Hallowsen Parade last night. The annual event

| marches up Sixth Avanue from Spring to West 16th Street.

04 amNewYork TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 201

last year’s massive sarvice
outs and the fesling of “eco-
nomic among
New Yorkers.

Vincent DeMarino, the
MTA's vice president of se-
curity, said one likaly cause
for the jump in reported vio-
lence was inc d report-

ing. Councilman Eric Ulrich
{R-Queens) recommended
that the MTA ask the NYPD
for a "SWAT team of officers”
o target areas where crime
is higher. “Put them In plain-
clothes,” he said. “You will

anymeblmdforbeeﬁn!;up

crimss bave to be prosecuted
to the fullest extent of the law,
andlmnomonvmmdthals
g,” he said.

RJ MIOGELSIPVAMMNY)

The MTA has seen a 26%
increase in attacks this year
on lts employees. @y

Buses that plck up at curbside have hecome the fastest-

growing mode of transportation in the U.S.

T

Curbside buses more
dangerous, study says

Passengers aboard low-cost
buses with curbside locations,
such as in Chinatown, are
seven times more lkely to be
involved in a fatal accident,

The National Transporta
tion Safety Board concluded
that curbside buses,
which have become

Chinatown this year.

“For too long, some bad
apples have played fast and
loose with passenger safety,”
sald Sen. Charles Schumer
(D-NY) at a Chinatown news
conference.

Schumer reiterated his
support yesterday for a
letter-grade system
similar to the restau-

the fastest-growing o rant industry’s to alert
mode of commaercial Number rders of a compamy’s
US. travel, had 1.4 fa-  of people  safety record.

tal accidents per 100 who died In The study also
vahicles from [anuary  Marchbys found other alarm-
2005 to March 2011, poynd for  iBG Practices in the
while buses originat-  Chinatown 3

Ing from traditional - Drivers continuing
terminals were at todrive even if they're
just 0.2%. fa

The startling finding is
part of the most detailed
study of the industry to date,
prompted by a rash of deadly
s crashes. There have been
gight fatal accidents — caus-
ing 28 deaths — involving
buses traveling to and from

tigued.

- Drivers falsifying their
hours logged so they don't
have to stop driving.

» Carriers ordered to shut
down, but continuing to op-
arate under other names or
switching owners in order to
stay in business. R ORTI)

amny.com
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Few get prison for transit-worker attacks

BY PETE DONOHUE
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS
DOZENS OF transit workers are beaten
every year. bul their attackers rarely wind
up in state prison — despite a get-tough law
onthe books, the Daily News has learned
Since 2007, law enforcement authori-
ties have charged 102 suspects with sec-
ond-degree assault for injuring a bus or sub-
way worker, according to data from the
state Department of Criminal Justice Ser-
vices. A 2002 law made the maximum pen-
alty for the D felony seven years in prison

Only two dozen defendants have been

DO\ TN ZO NN\ Beatdown susp riles Bronx judge |

Wheels For Wishes

Henftiting

convicted of the top charge — and only sev-
en were sentenced 10 at least one year be-
hind bars. the minimum length of a state
prison term

“These slatistics are mind-boggling,”
said Councilman James Vacca (D-Bronx),
chairman of the Transportation Commit-
tee “The cniminal justice system must find
a way to address this outrageous and dis-
turbingtrend "

Transport Workers Union Local 100
President John Samuelsen said he would
soon ask Manhatlan, Queens, Staten Is-
land and Bronx prosecutors to follow
Brooklyn’s lead and establish a unit to fo-
cus on crimes against transit workers.

Some defense lawyers said in most cases
a sentence of probation or afew months be-
hind bars probably is wananted. The inju-
ries may not be severe enough to a warran!
a multiyear sentence The defendant may
not have a record but got into a dispute
witha driver that escalated, attorneys said

Regardless, prosecutors resort to plea
deals because of the overwhelming volume
ol cases in the system, said Kyle Watters, a
former Bronx assistant district attorney

“The only defendants that seem to get
top-end convictions and top-end sentenc-
es are the ones who go to trial and lose.”
Watterssaid.

Fed up with attacks on bus drivers and
other transit workers, Local 100 success-
fully lobbied the Legislature in 2002 o
modify the penal law to make it a D felony
to injure an on-duly transit worker. Previ-
ously, an attack would have had (o resultin
serious injury — a higher threshold under
the law - to sustain that chaige

The law doesn'tappear to have served as
a deterrent. There were 74 bus driver as-
saults between January and October. up
from 63 in the same period last year. ac-
cording to the MTA Subway staffers have
been attacked 22 times, compared with 19
last year pdonohue@nydailynews.com
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A SNOOKI LOOK-ALIKE who savagely beata hus driver
in a dispute over her Chihuahua was booted from court
Thursday and slammed by a Bronx judge for mouthing off
to authorities.

“Don'l get an attitude with me!" Steangeli Medina, 17,
told court officers when they asked her to take her baby
niece outside Medina was promptly booted. but returned
an hour later to lake her lashes from no-nonsense Bronx
lustice Ann Donnelly

“If you ever disrespect the court staff like you did today,
you'll be going to jail.” Donnelly told her. “1f they give you
a directive, you [ollow that directive without talking back
I don’t ever want to see that again or you will have a prob-
lem withme.”

Medina, sporting a beige fedora to match her Louis
Vuitton scarfand purse, answered meekly that she under-
stood

The teen became enraged when bus driver Marlene Bi-
en-Aime, citing an MTA rule, said her pooch couldn't ride

« Craps & Roulette

* Live Entertainment

iy |
Mariene Blen-Aimne (above)
nnd Steangeli Medina

along unlessinacrate Medina, whoischarged with [elony
assault for the June attack, pummeled Bien-Aime and
puiled her offthe bus by her hair, prosecutors said

Prosecutors Thursday olfered Medina a plea deal that
calls for six months in prison, five years’ probation and an-
ger management classes. Medina would also be barred for
life from having any contact with Bien-Aime

¢ Flne Dining

THE BREEDERS’ CUP

SIRIUS XM RADIO BROADCAST
LIVE FROM THE EMPIRE TERRACE RESTAURANT
WITH SPECIAL GUEST, HALL OF FAME JOCKEY QHRIS MCCARRON

Friday, November 4: 4pm-8pm
Saturday, November 5: 10am-1pm
Live Breeders’ Cup broadcast:

1pm-7:30pm

EMPIRECITYUAMING. COM

AT
EMPIRE CITY.

*CASINO +
YONKERS RACEWAY

Hosts: Dave Johnson
Co Host: Bill Finley
Analyst: Darin Zoccali

EXIT 2 NYS THRUWAY
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Agency's time sheets vulnerable to fraud

AT LEAST TWO six-figure salary subway
managers have been demoted for allegedly
falsifying timekeeping records in a scandal
exposing & MTA payroll system that's vul-
nerable to fratd, the Daily News has
learned.

At least two other managers retired after
investigators concluded NYC Transit staff-
ers had reported working more hours than
they actually did. sources familiar with the
investigation said.

The payroll system has a flawbig enough
to drive a train through: managers can
clock in or out of any transit facility in the
system — even if they are miles away from
their base office, sources said. The time of
the swipe is recorded — but not the loca-
tion.

That weakness permits managers to re-
port having put in a full day of work even
though they arrived late and departed ear-

“Acting immediately on an anonymaous
tip that individuals in Subways [division]
had failed to accurately and honestly ac-
count for their work time, New York City
Transit conducted an internal investiga-
tion that identified a handful of salaried
managers who reported time not actually
worked,” the Metropolitan Transportation
Authority said in a statement to The News.
“Appropriate disciplinary action has been
taken.”

The MTA is upgrading its timekeeping
software to flag instances of possible abuse
and prevent future fraud, the authority
statement said

One source said manager David Mur-
phy, who lives in the suburbs north of the
city, regularly swiped in at the 207th St
subway yard in upper Manhattan and then
resumed his commute to his base office at
NYC Transit headquarters at 2 Broadway
atthe otherend of theisland.

As general superintendent overseeing

DAILY NEWS

Gatecrasher............ p24-26

BY PETE DONOHUE
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS

work-train operations, Murphy eamed
$110,000 a year before being demoted
down three levels to an hourly position,
sourcessaid

He couldn't be reached for comment.
On his outgoing cellular telephone mes-
sage, he says, “| was sitting around doing.
nommgAH!uln!mdden | got reul busy. If
you leave s message and number, | will re-
turnyourcall "

One transit worker speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity said Murphy was no
slouch.

“He knows his job,” the worker said.
“He’s the most knowiedgeable person
about work trains out there ”

There are hundreds of transit facilitiesin
the five boroughs, including subway sta-
tions, equipment repair shops, warehouses
and bus depots. It makes sense to allow
mianagers fo punch in and ot across the re-
gion because they often have responsibili-
ties ut several fur apan locations, authori-
tiessaid

Vanessa Pettiford, a superintendent in
the subway department, also was demoted

within the last two months, sources said
One source said she allegedly manually en-
tered false data into the timekeeping sys-
tem

Transport Workers Union Local 100
Presid John S | repr
bus and subway workers, said MTA brass
should shift its focus as a result of the al-
leged scamming by supervisors

“The MTA spends an awful lot of time
going alter their TWU workforce overpet-
ty violations but should spend more time
scrutinizing their own bosses,” Samuelsen
said

pdonochue@nydallynews.com
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ARIZONA MILK TRUCK HORROR
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An OT gravy train on Metro-North

AT LEAST 28 Metro-North workers
abused the railrosd's payroll system to reap
$1.5 million in overtime last year, @ staie
duditreveals.

State Controfler Thomas DiNapoli said
the 30-employee signil-construction unit
on the Hudson and Harlem line was rile
with timecard antics and shift shenanigans
that bordered on fraud.

He said management at the Metropoli-
tan ’h-an.npormtmn Au'lhnﬁty "has tolerat-
eda ipulation of the sy

He said the overtime abuses helped six

workers bloat their projected pensionsbya
whopping 85 5 million, mcluding one who
boosted hisby $1.5 nullion

Supervisors, he said, approved their
own overtime and charged payroll costs to
nnrelated capital projects to avoid detec-
tion. They also put day shift workers on
night overtime duty, triggering the federal
requirementofa rest day with full pay.

“Federal laws implemented to protect
riders were exploited to enrich employees
at the expanse of taxpayers,” said DiNapo-
Ii, who has audited the MTA 17 imes

Pete Donohue and Bill Hutchinson

WE KNOW WHERE YOU LIVE. HERE'S WHERE YOU CAN FIND US.

NYDailyNews.com

B 10...&” Vadas
siybees  mmzezme (GURS ErE
News Tips (212) Z10-NEWS culu.cnmm......pu-sv
Clasatfied Ads (212)210-7111  pevie Timetables. .. Begia ¢n p51
Advertiaing 210 218-2004 Obitmarfes ...... PP+
umunacmnm {212) 6813300 Sperts ..... by, o -1ge upBE

Evening: 094 Win 4: 9382
Midday: 363 Win 4: 2438
Pick 10:1-3-7-9-19-20-26-32-37-42-
48-51-52-53-60-64-67-70-17-719
Lotto. 6-18-51-52-53-55 Bonus: 16
Take 5: 6-9-18-20-25

Weather. .
BlzNows & Yeur M 01
Tolovistea. .

NEW SERSEY LOTTERY:
Pick 3:302 Pays $212.50
Box: $35 Pairs: $21
Pick 4: 3860 Pays $2,768 Box: $115
Cash 5: 2-4-22-33-36
LOTTERY HOTLINE:
1-900-448-4000

99¢ per minute 7 Resutts rom NV WL ©1 08 by

NYDailyNews.com

GOT A PHOTO? Did vou capture a New York moment?

We want it! Send your picture to: desk@daflynewspix.com

ON YOUR BLACKBERRY, iPHONE ~ HOME DELIVERY
OR ANDROID MOBILE DEVICE Call B83-853-9932
Text ‘ntobile’ te DNEWS . mall to
Addittonally, IPhone and [Pad tooch  DAILY HEWS LP.,
nsers can gé to the App Store and Circulation Fulfdimem,
search for "Dally News MobRe™. 125 Thaodore Conrag
Drive, Jersey City, NJ,
ON YOlg( iPADShnm 07305,
Search the
“New York D‘:llpy News” DAILY E-MAIL
NEWSLETTER
FOLLOW US ON Repister for FREE op
FACEBOOK & NYDaRyNews.com./
TWITTER

Thavsay, November 16, 2011 Vol. 93 — No. L3R =701 Caity News LS Al
righity resenaed The Dafhy ews LUSPS 144 1901w pubbshwnt dadly by tie Daby News
L6 4 Rew vk g, hew Vork NY 19604, Denodac 5 otiane ga at Mea York
Y. and acdinna) masking offces Dully Sems CAYET tagn feg. LS Pt 3 TM OFt
FOSTMASTER: Send adidress changes 16 Dasry Nawe, Cutulalion

futhibment 25 Theodore Comr e Nrrve, Jevsay Zdy, M) 07308

Al matenah wbmithec tr iy Nev.s are subject I same lenms. 3>

a0gbed b wubemcsion af -omtee It H¥Tarhotews com. These Lo SRR
CAn e foaind A1 YDt Ny com lerms unde TiBed Content”



DAILY NEWS NYDallyNews.com

Thursday, November 10,2011 3

BYGLENN BLAIN
NEW YORKDAILY NEWS
ALBANY - Gov. Cuomo no
longer sees himself as just a gov-
emor - heis thegovemment.

Cuomo, during a radio inter-
view Wednesday, flashed a little
ego when he argued that his sky-
high poll numbers are less about
him personally and more about
the renewed pride New Yorkers
are taking in state government
since hetook office in fanuary

“I am the government,” Cuo-
mo said on Albany's Talk 1300

His words recalled those ol
Prench King Louis XIV who
once said,“I am the state.”

When reminded that there is
also a Legislature, Cuomo quick-
lyadded “on the executive side.”

As governor, Cuomo is nat
alone in keeping the govem-
ment running. He commands a
vast array of departments, com-
missioners and tens of thousand
of government workers.

He doesn't control the state
controller or attorney general's
office — two other executive
branch agencies — and the Legis-
lature and judiciary are separate
branches of state ggvernment.

“I think that the power has

King Andrew
sez, ‘1 am the
governmen

gone to his head," said state Sen.
Ruben Diaz (D-Bronx), a fre-
quent critic of Cuomo afrd;his
budget cuts.

“He’s got to be careful with
that power,” Diaz continued.
“Many great leaders have lost
their leadership because they
have allowed their ego, their
powerto go to theirheads.”

“Andrew Cuomo is not the en-
tire government,” echoed state

“onservative Party Chairman
ichael Long “Heisthe head of
‘theexecutive branch, period
Cuomo's remarks created a
imr on Twitler and were converts
ed by one blog into a download-
ablecell phoneringtone, -

Cuomo spokeaman Josh Vias-
to said Cuomo's remarks were
misconstrued.

“He said ‘I am the govern-
ment on the executive side,
which is a factand needs no clar-
ification,” Vlasto said.

Cuomo’s comments came
during a discussion of his soar-
ing poll numbers and how they
reflect the improved perfor-
mance of stategovernment.

“I don't know people who
don'tsay,boy, the government is
working better now,” Cuomo
said.  gblain@nydailynews.com

Gov, Caeme would kmve made a good mosarch i 1 Tth-cowtury France.
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OH, LORD — NOT AGAIN!

Another unholy controversy at B’klyn Museum

BY ERIN DURKIN,
MARK MORALES
and KATIE NELSON
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS

AN AVANT-GARDE video of
ants skittering over the crucified
Jesus is enraging Christians who
say an upcoming Brooklyn Muse-
um art exhibitis sacrilegious.

“Ants were crawling on the im-
age of the crucified Christ,” sald
Msgr. Kieran Harrington,
spokesman for the Catholic Dno-
cese of Brooklyn, which sent a let-
ter asking for the video to get
yanked from the exhibit. “Certain-
ly we don’t think this would be tol-
erated if this was the image of the
Prophet Muhammed or any other
religious symbol.”

“A Fire in My Belly” is a short,
unfinished film created by the late

David Wojnarowicz. The Brook-
fyn Museum intends to show a
four-minute edit of the video,
whichisabout suffering.

The shaky, Super 8 footage
shows a crucifix lying on the
ground as ants scamper 8Cross
Jesus’ bare body. The 10-second
crucifix segment is spliced be-
tween other bizarre scenes: ob-
jects dropping into a dish of what
looks like blood, a boy-breathing
fire, hands lacing togethtera loaf of
bread and bloody sewn-up human
lips

“As a Catholic, this is very sad
for me,” said Ginette Peterburs,
59, of Crown Heights. It is not
art, itis just disguising "

The video is part of a larger col-
lection of gender identity-themed

the National Portrait Gallery in
Washington last year. “A Fire in
My Belly” Ignited a political fire-
storm while It was an display for
about two months until it was
pulledin December 2010.

The Brooklyn Mauseum will
open “HIDE/SEEK" to the public
Nov. 18 through Feb. 12.

1t'afar from the fisst time the art
museum has stirred the pdt: The
museum drew ire from then-May-
or Rudy Giuliani in 1999 foran ex-
hibit featuring a painting of the

Virgin Maty decorated with ele-

phant dung and images of female
genitalia.

Giuliani tried to cut the muse-
um’s funding because of the paint-
ing, part of a provocative exhibit
called S " Giulianj and

artworks that were displaved at

Catholic advocates also slammed

SBext vileo “Fire In My Bally” shows acts crawling over a auclfic

the museum for featuring “Yo Ma-
ma's Last Supper” - which de-
picts Christ as a nude woman - in
2001,

“A Fire in My Belly” i3 creating
a similar stir But Brooklyn Muse-
um Director Amold Lehman de-
(ended the entire exhibit

“For a city that prides-itself on
diversity and crealivity, there

couldn't be a better exhibition,”
Lehman told the Daily News
“We are talking about one of
the greatest symbols of religion, so
people are bound to be offended,”
said Carolyn Desalu, 22, a Fort
Greene writer “But for me, it's
justanother artistic form ”
With Joe Tepper
knelkon@nydallynews com
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FL-CIO Head
s Expected To
JMfice Soon

DAVID SIMS

State AFL-CIO President
w will step down after 12
w, effective Dec. 16, like-
December, allowing a re-
1 be selected by the orga-
weutive committee well
ederation's next election
N2,

a Nov. 7 statement that
the right time” to leave.
s chief of staff, Mario
mored to be a possible re-

Another Possibility
10

“Treasur-
lelvin m men-

wecessor. Mr, Hughes as-
fice in 1999 after serving

tinusd on Page 5)
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Assaults Up, Jail Time In’t
Bus Operators Feel Under
Siege, Unprotected by Law

By SARAH DORSEY

Kizsis Moreno was driving a Bx17
bus along E. 135th St. in The Bronx
one on in the summer of 2010
when she heard raised voices behind
her. In hor mirror, she saw two men
arguing, then shoving each other,
Stopping the bus, Ms. nmwmad
both doors and told them have
to take the fight outside. As passen-
gers streamed out, one of the mon ap-
sharppmcmd' » aad line of blood

pain saw a line o
:]:mad across her thigh: the man bad
ashed her with & knife.

Ms. Moreno was one of 76 Bus Op-
erators crimi nssaulted on the
Jjob in 2010, Assaults on bus drivers
are up 20 percent this year compared
to the first nine months of last year,
according to Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authorilil:'ntatistiu. Sub-
way operators are feeling the pain as
well: sttacks on them rose 16 pereent
compured Lo last vear,

‘Spit in Drivers’ Faces

Ms. Moreno had heard many stories
from co-workers about bad treatment
at the hands of ers. “Every
day it happens,” she ssid. “They spit
on their faces, they throw coffee on

m and they're gone. We always
talk about it.*

She believes driving a bus is partic-
ularly dangerous in The Bronx, and
hae since transforred to Manhattan,
where she feols safer. “They're really

aggressive—really tough,” she zaid of
passengers in the Bmu?x. “They taks

IR
SERIOUS ABSAULTS, NOT-80-8
(left) and Mariene Bien-Aime

Suddenly, she felt a

their frustratione out on us.”

At a City Council hearing held on
Oct. 31, the MTA gave no explanation
for the rise in altacks on Bus Opera-
tors. But Cheryl Kennedy, Vice Presi-
dent of New York City Trangit's Office
of System Sufety, said at least a quar-
tar of assaults on Bus Operators are
linked to fare di.u¥utﬂ, and routss
with higher rates of fare evasion tend
to have higher assault rates.

When a ¢ustomer doosn't Py, the
MTA instructs the driver to “politely
state the fare"” she said, and If that
doosn't work, to record the incident by
pushing & button on the farebox. As a
safoty measure, drivers are trained in
conflict-avoidance strategios.

Putting in Cameras, Shields

The agency also laynched a program
to bring cameras and barriers &ta bus-
es. A spokesman said that more than
6500 new buses are to be fitted with a
transparent shisld to protect the driv-
ar, and that barriers for existing buses

are being designed. Camerns are to be
installed on 426 buses,
These pilot programs have been run

rimarily out of two depots: Kings-

ridge in The Bronx and F‘lalhusll:gi“n
Bmﬁa . Elatbush was the home de-
Ent of Edwin Thomas, who was slain

Sﬂg knife-wielding passenger in
2008. Several bus drivers now wear
blue bracelets in his honor,

An MTA spokesman said the agency
was working with Transport Workers

(Continued on Page 10)

ERIOUS PENALTIES: Kissix Moreno
are among the Bus Operators who have

victims of felmav nssaults at the hands of irate passengers over

the past 18 months,

tatistics show, however, that d
such assaults on o Bus Ope

ite a 2002 law

rator punishable by up to seven

years in prison, in fewer than one in 10 eases do offenders receive as
much as a year behind bars for the orime.

i

fired, saying that “his choicos and ac-
tions show he can no longer be s mem.
ber of the department.” She also nsked
NYPD Deputy Commissioner for
Trinls Martin G. Karopkin to recom.
mend a 30:day suspension for Police
Officer Michael Caray, whao fired three
shots aftor Mr. Isnora began shooting
it & car containing Mr. Bell, his other
friend involved in the nrgument out-
side the club, Joseph Guzman, and
their companion, Trent Banefield.
Detoctives Endowmont Association
Preaident Michasl J, Pulladino follow-
ing the hearing labelod Ms. Slater's
nssortions “despicable. She insulted
not enly the profession but evesy un-
dercover who risks his or her life”

PO T ATl AR et
Bell had already #n his cor
Mr. Isnora and an unmecked p
van. After he heard the Dete
shout “Gunl.” Mr. Lynch said ol
Carey, “He was in lear for his 1if
wis- in fear for the Detective
might be killed, He acted respon
throughout the whole process”
Earlier in the departmental |
Mr. Isnora testified that becaus
Mr. Guaman's threab outside the |
lua, & notoriows nightelub in
maica, to relricve s gun dunng
ment with another patron, F
‘oicol, ho was apprehensive tha
Guemnn was going to retarn in

{Continued on Page 15)

Kelly: Just Managing Troops
Contend New NYPD Ord
Sounds Like Illegal Quot:

By MARK TOOR

The New York Civil Liberties Union
said last werk that o new operations or-
der igsued by the NYPD appoars 10 os-
tablizh & quoti system for Artests, sum-
mansos, and stopand-frisk operntions
Such quotas are 1) under state law:

*This sounds like menagemont-
speak for & quota system,” NYCLU

ecutive Divector Donna Licberman
said of the order Oct. 27. “Enforce-
ment guotas threaten basie rights
and undermine trust between police
and residents, which is why the State
Legislature pa logislation out-
lawing them Yaut. year” She called on
Police Commizsioner Raymond W.
Kelly, who signed the order, o explain
how the “performance goals™ it re.
quires differ from quotas,

‘Damned If We Do...’

Asked to comment, police spokes-
man Paul J. Browne said by é-mail,
“Sounds like Donna-speak for damned
il the departmoent manages its work-
foree, damned i it doesn't.”

The arder, which was issued Oct. 17,
eavs, “To provide guidance to Polics Of-
ficers converning their duties, depart-
mant managors can and must set por-
formance goals, Officors should be wx-
pected to act within the appropriate Je-
gal standards, . with particular alten-
tion to self-initiated arrests, issuing
summonses, conducting stops, and en-
gaging in other enforcement activities.”

he order also adds or expands fe-
tvity-reporting requirements from of-
ficers to Borgeants and Lieutenants,
and from Sergeants and Lieutenants
W precinet commanders,

The NYPD has denied for years that
the performance goals or etandards it
sets lor officars amount Lo quotas. The
department says it nesds to set some
kind of minimum to make sure officers
don't just sit buck and do nothing,

Lawmakers and community fead-
ers who don't buy this argument won
t” vin the State Legislature of a
aw that forbids quotas for traffic
summonses. The law was expanded

I

¥

DONNA LIEBERMAN: If i
quacks like a quota...

last year to cover arrests and s
and-frisks as well.

Law Forbids Discipline

State law defines quotas as
mands that officers aceomplish s
cific amount of activity n a
timeframe. The law forbids transi
schedule changes, denials of pro
tion or overtime, adverse evaluati
or other disciplinary actions aga
officers who do not meet quotas.

The operations order makes ¢
that officers who do not meet perfo
ance standards are subject to “
formance-monitoring, transfer, »
signment or other appropriste d
plinary action.” In fact, it indic
that the full weight of the departn
will land on any Police Officer *
falls short.

Despite the Police Department’s
nisls, “throughout the department
in many precincts, there are alre
quota systems,” Christopher Du

(Continued on Page 12)
\
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Bus Operators: No Justice

(Continued from Page 1)

Union Local 100 to develop its safety
measures, but Frank Austin, chair of
the union's Bus Operators Assault
Committee, zaid the improvements
e that Bus Operators foel prce.
at Bug Operators fe
sure to collect fares even when ?trel::
n't safe to do so. Union officials point
to ttlzncaaa Igl' .{amal Wright, who wat:
wri up for letting passengers on'
his bus without paying. Two months
later, he reminded a man to pay-—and
was repeatadly punched in the face:
driver in the said he en-
countered the opposite problem with
management. Speaking conditioned
on anonymity, he said he was assault-
edfurmreagonﬂﬁwm%ndhin
SUpEIrvisors impl L done
something to provoke the attacks.
“The worst thing | had to deal with
was. .. Lo go to the depot and talk
to the manager who handles as-
id. “They treat bus driv-
ers like it's your fault.”

‘Nothing Happens to Them'

Ms. Moreno feels that people who
assault transit workers get off too eas-
ily. Along with many other Local 100
members, she was in the courthouse
Nowv. 3 when Steangeli Medina, the 17-

Id who beat Bronx bus driver
arlene Bien-Aime and dragged her
out of the bus by her hair, was offered
a plea deal of just six months in
prison, five yoears' ]pmhatjﬁmnd
anger-m ment ¢lasses, ng
hn‘FEnm to them,” said Ms, Morena.

e Daily News reported Nov. 4
that few attackers face prison sen-
tences for assaulting transit opern-
tors, despite the 2002 law made the
offense a class D felony punishable by
g&]m seven years in prison, Since

7, the paper repo . less than 10
percent of suspects charged with sec-
ond-degree assault on a transit work-
er were sentenced to a year or more
in prison.

5. Bien-Alme's case is being
watched carefully by transit workers
becavse the attack was particularly
vicious, seversly damaging her right
eye. Operators need 20/20 vision to
operate a bus, so her career as a driv-
er may be over, Mr. Austin said.

“Someone from the MTA should
have been there [at the courthouse],”
he said. “Any assault is important, but
this assault was go heinous—and she
was anly following the policy of the
MTA" Ms. Bien-Aime was attacked
when she told tho passenger she vould
not bring her dog onto the bus with-
oul a carrier.

‘No Bus-Enforcement Now'

Outside the courtroom Nov. 3, Local
100 President John Samuelsen fault-
ed the MTA for not pushing for
stronger sentences and for failing to
have adaquate police presence on bus-
6. “We want maximum sentences to
ﬁut these criminuls ofl the streets be-

ind bars where they can’t hurt uui
one else,” he said, adding of the MTA:
“They're tough on fare-beaters on the

" e
FRANK AUSTIN: MTA too
slow in helping.

select buses, but they don’t care about.
Bus rators getting assaulted.”

Mr. Austin, wio has been a transit
worker for 22 years, agreed. “The
MTA didn't make any statement, say
ing they want a stiffer penally. They
d.l.s.n’ 't make any statemant at all.” He
said one reason for the rise in nssaults
could be that the Police Department
nol has a dedicated bus unit since
it was lost to budgst euts. “Once we lost
that unit, we lest all enforcement for
buses,” he said. Before, “they would
come by in their patro} cars and ask the
operator if everything is all right.

ere i8 no bus enforcement [now.)”

A Police Department apokeswoman
said an active bus unit still exists and
that officers “enforce fare evasion.”
She had no further information by
press time,

Mr. Austin would like to see the
MTA's own police step into the role,
noting that they ride on Metroa North
but not city buses.

New York City Transit spokesman
Charles Seaton said Metro North and
Long Island Rail Road trains get MTA
cops because the NYPD doesn’t have
jurisdiction there.

‘Of Great Concern to Us’

“The fact that there are individuals
out there who think that it's OK to as-
sault a Transit employee is unaccept-
able and of great concem to us.” ie
said. “We will continue our efforts to
Eﬁotect our employees and identify

ose who harm them.”

Mr. Seaton also said that NY(C
Transit officials want strong penalties
for assaulls, sa that along with
the union they lobbied strongly in fa
vor of making assaults against oper-
ators a felony,

For workers who have been assault-
ed, it’s difficult to feel safe under
these circumstances.

“There'a not one day that I come to
work that | don’t watch everybody
said Ma. Moreno, “1 always like to
know who's around me, | always as-
sume they want to hurt me”

The other Bronx driver agreed. “We
are sitting ducks there from agzres
sive passengers” he said. “And they
are aggressive passengers.”
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he more squawking you hear about

MNew York's property tax cap; the

more you realize why it was so nec-

essary in the first place. That's be-

cause some local governments are
showing that they cannot control their
own lax-and-spend tendencies — not even
for one measly year in the midst of a grim
economy and the worst unemployment in
almost three decades.

A property tax cap would all but force
them to curtail spending — and too many
show no stomach for doing so. How else to
explain why counties, towns and villages
are already overriding Gov. Cuomo’s en-
tirely reasonable 2% cap on property tax
hikes, which was approved only a few
months ago with overwhelming public sup-
port?

Some of them aren’t metely exceeding
the cap by a point or two, but completely
blowing past it into double-digit territory
Clearly, these localities have a spending ad-
diction that can't be kicked without strong
intervention

Cuomo's prescription — which he made
the centerpiece of his campaign for office
last year — was to limil annual hikes in
property taxes outside New York City to
the inflation rate or 2%, whichever is less

Which is an entirely reasonable goal in a
state where property levies are a punishing
90% higher than the national average A

——a

state that’s home toali 15 of the top 15 most
heavily taxed counties in the country A
state that’s hemorrhaging citizens by the
millions, in part because families are literal-
lybeing taxed out of homes and businesses
Thankfully, many local officials are
sticking with Cuomao's diet for now Of the
396 municipalities that have filed plans
with the state controller's office to date,
85% report they intend to abide by the cap
But that leaves 15% who have already
decided that they won't abide by the 2%
ceiling They're exercising an escape hatch
inthe law that allows them to break the cap
by mustering a 60% vote of their governing
bodyor, for school districts, a 60% majority
of voters in a referendum
In western New York. for instance,
Chautauqua County Executive Greg Ed-
wards proposed a property tax hike of al-
most 13% Albany County is contemplat-
ing a 19% increase Binging so grossly out
of control demands action on two fronts
First, Cuomo and the Legislature need

to get serious about mandate relief. As the
locals rightly point out, they have little
power to contain programs that chew up
huge sections of their budget, such as Med-
icaid and pensions. In their telling, they
have toraise taxes to pay for programs they
can’totherwise afford

By further reining in out-of-control
Medicaid spending, scaling back retire-
men( benefits for new government hires
and reforming labor laws that stack the
deck against manage-
ment, slate lawmakers
could take billlons in ex-
penses off the backs of
Praperiy OwWners.

Cuomo and the Legis-
lature should make this reform a top priori-
ty for next year — and get it done before
school districts have lo finalize their bud-
getsin the spring

But mavors and county executive ulso
need to get their own acts together. Albany
deserves some of the blame for heavy local
spending, but not allof it

Not when Westchester County owns
and operates a money-losing amusement
park, Rye Pluyland.

Mot when Massau County Executive Ed-
ward Mangano, in the midst ol & fiscal ori-
si5, pushed to spend tax dollars on renovat:
ing a hockey arena and building a minor
league baseball stadium - an ill-conceived

Some localities evade
governor's 2% limit

project that voters thankfully rejected

Also hard to understand is the position
that Edwards took on Chautauqua’s budg-
et. Just last year, as the GOP candidate for
lieutenant governor, Edwards was gung-
ho for capping taxes.

Once the election was over, however —
and the idea he backed had become law —
he called it a “sham” and maintained that
he needed 13% more from property taxpay-
ersjust to cover state-mandated costs.

But E.J. McMahon of
the Manhaitan Insti-
tte’s Empire Center
for New York State Pol-
icy points  oul  that
Chautauqua's  budgel
hole is the result of a lot more than Medic-
aid and welfare costs

The county’s sales tax rate has also been
repentedly cut in recent years - a decision
that wasn't in Edwards' control, but was a
midor factor in throwing the county's fi-
nances oul of balance

As it was, the Chamtaugua County Legis-
lature ultimately rejected Edwards’ tax in-
crease and found a way to balance the
budget while living within the cap. That's
the kind of discipline from elected officials
that New Yotkers need a lat more of, all
across the state

whammond@nydailynews com
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Join us for our annual Family Fun Day
and watch the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day

Parade® come to life!

Macy's Herald Square

Kids' Department on 7 & Toy Shop on 8
Sunday, November 20

Let's have a Parade!

Kids’ Department, 7th Floor, Noon: Macy’s kicks off the holiday season with a day of fun and
games for the entire family! Meet some of your favorite costume characters from the 85th Annual
Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade®, inciuding Paul Frank's Julius, PLANTERS' Mr. Peanut, SEGA of
America’s Sanic the Hedgehog, ZhuZhu Psts Pipsqueak and Mr. Squiggles, Sanrio’s Hello Kitty
Princess and more! Then, stop by SEGA’s gaming station and try your skills at Sonic Generations on
the Playstation 3. Be sure to bring your cafera for fantastic photo ops! Plus, with any Kids' purchase
of $50 or more, snag an exclusive Parade gift bag*!

Get in the holiday spirit!

m Tay Shop, 8th Floor, Noon: Meet the world-famous Radio City Rockettes™
wrk

and let them show you how to perform a few of their famous dance moves
and kicks|

Kids' Department, 7th Floor, 2pm: Meet Mallssa Sweet, Caldecott
Hanor Winnar and suthor of Balloons over Broadway: The Trus Story of
the Puppeteer of Macy'’s. Using brilliant collage illustrations and whimsical
watercolors, her book tells the true story of Tony Sarg, the man behind the
signature larger-than-fife giant balloons in the Macy's Thanksgiving Day
Parade™ Malissa has recreated the distinctive style seen in her works for Macy's 2011 parade poster.
She will read from her book and sign your copy of her book when you purchase it st the avert!

Take home show tickets!

The first 25 customers to make a $150 purchase in the Kids' Department beginning at 12pm will
receive a pair of tickets to see The NEW 2011 Radio City Christmas Spectacular® - The Rockettes
Magical Journey, or Cathy Rigby is Peter Pan starring the Tony Award®-nominee**!

* MCCYS
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Transit union
honcho: ‘We
won't be bullied’

BY PETE DONOHUE

NEW YORK DAILY NEWS
TRANSIT WORKERS won't be “bullied or black-
mailed” into a no-raise contract, their union president
vowed aslabor negotiations began Tuesday.

Transport Workers Union Local 100 President
John Samuelsen put forth general demands in a one-
hour presentation to hundreds of union officials and a
small delegation of lop managers, including new MTA
Executive Director Joseph Lhota

But Samuelsen made it clear that bus and subway
workers feel they have already paid a high price both
before and during the recession and won't agree to a
pact withoul a “fair wage increase.” He didn’t offer
specific percentages

Approximately 1,000 bus and subway workers were
laid off in the two previous years, Samuelsen said
“Enough isenough,” hesaid.

“Bachand every day we pay our fair share . and
sometimes we pay for it inblood,” he said

Approximately 240 transit workers have died on the
job since 1947, many of them fatally struck by trains
while working on the tracks. Dozens of bus drivers are
beaten by riders every year Gov. Cuomo has used the
threat of layoffs to win contracts that freeze wages for
three years with two state unions. The transit workers’
contract with the MTA expiresJan 15,

Other union demands included a schedule for
putting partitions in buses to protect drivers, paid
matemnity leave and improved dental care

The union leader also asked the MTA to join a
lobbying effort in Albany for transit funding

1t was Lhota's second day on the job and both sides
were cordial Lhota praised workers as “the best in the
business" but also said money is tight

pdonchue@nydailynews.com

Feds don't hold peace:

Keep goon outta nups
[ ecwsve

BY JOHN MARZULL)
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS

A MOBSTER'S WISH of giving his daughter away at her
wedding doesn’t have the feds’ blessing

Prosecutors are opposing Thomas (Tommy Shots)
Gioeli's request for a prison furlough to attend his eldest
daughter julia’s Dec. 2 wedding,

Assistant U S. Attorney Elizabeth Geddes said that
since the gangster reviewed the government’s evidence in
his murder trial, he could pass information to associates
during the nuptials, who could use itto influence his case

There is “substantial incentive to authorize and direct
his criminal associates to commit violence to preclude
their perceived testimony or the testimony of other
pe ia] witnesses againgt him,” Geddes said

The prosecutor also said Gioeli's offer to provide the
feds with a wedding guest list and 10 hire a security detail to
monitor the ceremony and reception were unrealistic.

It’s hard to believe Gioeli would even be allowed in a
church given his résumé for the Colombo family.

The crime boss is charged with six murders, including
the killing of an off-duty NYPD cop. Prosecutors say he
also participated in a gangland rubout in which a former
Roman Catholic nun wasfatally wounded by a stray bullet

“I'm going to hell,” Gioeli reportedly predicted for the
1982 slaying of Veronica (Sister Adelaide) Zuraw,
according to court papers

Brooklyn Federal Judge Brian Cogan unsealed letters
written to him by Gioeli, his wife and daughters seeking
the furlough “She needs me to give her away to the new
man in her life, Walter,” Gioeli implored.
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Do the ‘ride’ thing on her bus!

On Brooklyn’s toughest route, she demands better behavior from straphangers

ive the lady a Metro-
Card for life —~and not
just because her nick-
name is Chocolate
Chocolate —she
wouldn'tgive herreal name — is
about 65 years old, maybe older
She walks with a cane but is
otherwise a strong, stout wom-
an Sheisn'tafraid tospeak her
mind and she curses like asailor
“Where | come from, ’mnot
afraid of anything,” she said with
aJamaican accent “l know what
1I'm saying is the right thing, and
people needto do theright
thing.”
Minutes earlier, Chocolate
wason aB46bus Itwasan

uneventful ride. Then the candy
wrapper hit the floor.

“Come on, Mommy!” Choco-
late snapped at the litterbug,
“You're not supposed to dump
your garbage onthebus!”

The guilty woman sat across
the aisle, motionless.

“I'mtired of going on the bus
andfinding roaches all over the
place.” Chocolate continued

Sheranted aboutriders eating
fast food and leaving behind the
wrappers, cartons and empty
sodabottles

“Lhave to use thisbus!” she
fumed.

It was a straphanger tirade
reminiscent of Howard Beale's
“I'm mad as helland I'm not
goingto takeitanymore,” ranlin
the movie “Network.”

Chocolate, who remained in
her seat, briefly paused before
resuming her tongue-lashing

Itupsets me bad, bad,” she
said. "What happened to people
these days? Don’t you know
cleanlinessis godliness?

"We're not animals We're not

supposedtodo that. Think of
somebodyelse!

“Yougotabag. A pocketbook
Twobags' Stick it in thereand
take it with you!

“And you're an elderly person
You expect that from the young-
erpeople. Most young people
don'tgiveadamn.”

The B46 is hardly the Disney
World Shuttle. The route runs
through Brookliyn, from Will-
iamsburg to Kings Plaza,and
passes through some of the city's
toughest neighborhoods

An ex-constabbed a B46
driver, Edwin Thomas, to death
several yearsago Four MTA bus
drivers have been beaten this

yearon the B46 tour — the most
ofany route. Riders also spit on
twoother driversthisyear

Ofall the routesin the city. the
B46is considered the top priori-
ty for installing video cameras
and partitions to protect drivers
from abusive riders

Fortunately, the woman who
dropped the wrapper didn't
respond tothe scolding But she
picked up the trash and took it
withher when exiting

Several stops later, at Utica
Ave and Empire Blvd , Choco-
latestood uptoleave Ayoung
woman who was sitling next to
hershook her hand

“Thank vou.” the younger
woman said

Egyptian jailers ‘beat & terrified us,” American student says

BY ROQUEPLANAS

them drink gasoline

NEW YORK DAILY NEWS

ONE OF the three American students ar-
rested in Cairo during Tahrir Square pro-
tests says Egyptian authorities beat and
threatened them while in custody.
Georgetown University student Derrick
Sweeney. 19, told Reuters the students’ jail-
ers threatened to shoot them and make

“[t was terrifying. One of the worst parts
was the constant uncertainty,” he said

He also flatly denied the allegation that
he. Gregory Porter and Luke Gates threw
Molotov cocktails during the protests

The Egyptian authorities said they ar-
rested the three Americans on Nov. 20ona
roof near Tahrir Square. A spokesman for

Egypt's general proseculor said police
found a bag with empty bottles and gaso-
line onthe students, CNN reported

Sweeney said the students were escort-
ed away from a side strect near Tahrir
Square by people who he suspected of be-
ingplainclothes police officers

“The next thing we knew we were gel-
ting hit,” Sweeney told CNN. “The first

night we got hit in the face, in the back of
the neck,a number oftimes ”

Sweeney said the American students
were holding a bag for an Egyptian friend,
but did not know what was inside it

When police confronted the American
students with empty bottles and accused
them of making Molotov cocktails,
Sweeney said it was the “scariest moment™
ofhis life

assistance for New Yoy
nefp with their Bank of America

Bank of America modification specialists will be in Brooklyn on December 2, 2011

We've met

with over 1,400 New Yark-area homeowners this year aiready. If you're a Bank of America ¢usicmie!
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Call 1.855.201.7426 or go'to bankefamerica.com/homeownerevent fo regisier and schedule your appaiiumien:
Then use ol interactive: checklst to help you prepare for your appointment and gather all of the doctiments that you will need for a
successiul meeting,

if you're unabl

Or lar o information, vl s st bankofamerica.com/homeloanheln
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Middle class
gets tax break

Albany deal lowers rate; millionaires take a hit

BYKENNETHLOVETT
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS

ALBANY - The state’s middle
class will get a tax break thanks to
a deal between Gov. Cuomo and
legisiative leaders, announced
Tuesday, that will overhaul the
state’stax code

The little guy will see immedi-
ate relief — with the average mid-
dle-class household saving an av-
erage ofabout $300 to $400 a year
— while those eaming more than
$2 million per year will see their
taxes jump.

State leaders also came to
agreement on a number of other
issues. including a deal to revamp
a controversial payroll tax that
helps fund the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority

“Our state govemment has
come together in a bipartisan
manner to create jobs, grow our
economy and. at the same time,
enacta fair lax plan that cuts taxes
for the middle class,” Cuomo said

For Cuomo and Senale Repub-
licans, the deal represents a dra-
matic shift from pledges the past
two years of no new taxes. Under
the deal, New York's 4 4 million
middle-class families making be-
tween $40.000 and $300,000 a
year will see their taxes cut by a
combined $690 million

Their personal income tax
rates will drop 10 their lowest Jev-
els since 1953, ranging from
645% to 665%. They currently
pay the state'stop rate of 6.85%

Those making  between
$300,000 and $2 million won't
seea change intheirtax toll.

But the 30,000 raking in more
than $2 million — half of whom
live outside the state — will pay sig-
nificantly more intaxes

DAILY NEWS
NYDailyNews.com

What Cuomo’s Tax Deal Means to Your Tax Bill

FAMILY WITHOUT  UNDER THE
IKCOME THE DEAL MNEW PLAN DIFFERENCE
$50,000 $3,425 $3.225 $200 less
$100,000 $6.850 $6.450 $400 less
$200,000 $13,700 $13,300 $400 tess
$2million  $137.000 $176,400  $39,400 more
Their rate will jump to 8 82%, spark jobs and needed bridge and
from the 6 85% they would have highwayimprovements
been paying come January B A reduction for small business-

Cuomo and legislative leaders
argued, however, that even the
rich will pay less since the new
rate is lower than a three-year-old
surcharge on the middle class and
wealthy set to expire at the end of
the month

“Someone who makes $50,000
should notbe paying the same tax

es in the controversial payroll tax
designed to help fund the MTA.
Private schools witl be completely
exempt. The state will reimburse
the MTA Ior the $250 million in
lost revenue

B An agreement to seek a vote by
the Legislature on a constitution-
al amendmenl to legalize casino

rate as someone makmg $5 mil- gambling
lion,” A bly Speaker Sheld [ ] 1g for an inner city youth
Snlversa:d. jobs program

The newtax will generate near-
ty $2 billion in revenue, the bulk
of which will be put toward reduc-
ing next year's projected §3 5 bil-
lion budget deficit, officials said

Some liberal groups com-
plained the plan doesn't generate
enough revenue — while conserva-
tives argue that any tax hikes hurt
the state’s business climate

Cuomo said he had 10 change
his no-new-tax pledge because
closing the budget gap with just
cuts and no new revenue would
“decimate essential services.”

“J think this is fair, [ think it will
benefit all New Yorkers in the
longterm,” he said.

Other parts of the deal include:
@ A new infrastructure fund to
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And while not finalized, Cuo-
moand legislative leaders are said
o be nearing a deal to amend a
bill to allow livery cars to pick up
street hails in the outer boroughs

For Cuomo, even though he
will get hit for going back on his
no-new-taxes pledge, the deal
gets most of the heavy lifting of
nextyear’s budget out of the way

The Legislature and governor
have already agreed to increase
education and health care spend-
ing4%

klovett@nydallynews.com

THE NEWS SAYS: Grand slam
for Gov. Cuome.

EDITORIAL - SEE PAGE 36
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Escalating subway ‘disservice’

Report: MTA fails
to enforce fixes to
broken equipment

mmmhmgnlxltnd.am
report has found.

The cash-strapped MTA
has let privately owned sub-
way escalators and elevators
stay shut down for years,
failing to force
copeciie et ‘THIS IS
own o
them, accord- FAIRTO
ing to an audit
by the MTA in-
spector genaral
reloased today.

In the worst
examples, four Matihattan
subwiy thist ware
supposed to be makntatned by
private companise ware out
of service for thres vears or
more, according to inspactor
general Barry Kluger.

“This s not falr to the rid-
ers,” Hluger told amMewYork.
“While this disservice is
largaly the result of private

belongs to the MTA and New
York Clty Transit, which have
not effectively managed their
own responsibllites regard-
ing this equipment.”
Though the MTA is re-
sponsible for most subway
ascalators and elevators,
today's audit focused on 33
privately operated ones n 13
Manhattan subway stations,
ingluding Columbus Circle,

AAEEEAHEEHAEAAIEAAEAAAAA A A A A A A S AN S

amny.com

RIDERS.'

Inspector general
Barry Kluger

calls from amNewYork for
comment yesterday.

Among his recommanda-
tions, Kluger sald the MTA
should try to partner with
the city t push companies
to hold up their end of the
R kot t

tn aquip-
NOT

ment them-
and then
THE

sand & bill w the

cumpanies.
The MTA said
it would “take a

MOre AgETesaive
approach to ad-
drass 5

outages.

Struphungers sald they
wan tired of seaing busted
escalalors and slavators.

"Sametimes you hive Lo run
up the stairs really for, and it's
really annoying,” sald Alex
Eviins, 24, as he passed an
escalator at Lexington Ave.-
sand St that has been out of

servico since 2008, "What's  The &t the Laxington Ave.-53rd St.
the point of having an escals-  subway station, above, has been out of service
tor i it's abways brokan?” stnce September 2008, PHTTOS AR BLI)
OUT OF COMMISSION
Place Dut of servics  Back in sarvice  Yoars out
Laxington Ave 53 St Sept.2008 1 May20R2 %63
Laxington Ave.53dSL  : Jai.2008 i Feb. 20T fam
(875 Third Ave.) : ; :
msq.ma-uu-amm [ Aug.200 208

Gilbert — one of the
women belleved to be
murdered by a serial
killer on Long Island
- will resums today at
Oak Beach, where, far
athird day, oficers will
comb a marshy area
where she was last
seen allve, police sald.

During the fArst two
d of the search,
po found a pock-
etbook with Gllbert's
Identification — along
with a palr of jeans,
shoes and a cell
phone believed to be
hers — Suffolk County
Police Commissloner
Richard Dormer satd
yesterday.

Searehcontlnuesforhooker'sbodyonLl

Officers have not
found any remains
of Gllbert, a4, a sex
worker from Jersey
City who was last seen
alive In the arsa on May
1, 2010, whem she wenit
to see a cllent, Dormer
said, adding that the
search will continue

“Into the foreseeable

DerwInkn)

AR

/;WW/}W’WWWW
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West Indian
cop rants
upset Kelly

The online rants of al-
leged NYPD officers who
called West Indian Day
paradegoers "savages”
and “animals” drew a
sharp rebuke from Police
Commissioner Ray Kelly

"It 1s unacceptable
when police officers do it,”
Kelly said in a statement.
“Despite the assertion of

lice Department reserves
the right to discipline
behavior it determines
unbecoming of a police
officer I detrimental to
the service, especially
when it is disrespectful of
communities that officers
have taken an oath to
protect.”

Kelly hadn't com-
mented on the postings
to a Facebook page called
“No More West Indian Day
Detail” when it was first
publicized Monday by The
New York Tunes.

He said Internal Affairs
is now investigating and
that 20 “offensive com-
ments” were associated
with names matching ac-
tual cops.

The annual Brooklyn
festivities, held over Labor
Day weekend, have been
criticized for attracting
violance — including this
year, when two cops were
wounded by gunfire and
three people were kdlled.

)

Banks on alert after bomb attempt

The NYPD warned the
city’s financial firms yes-
terday to monitor their
mail after the German
headquarters of Deutsche
Bank received a letter bomb
addressed to its CEO.

The bomb, which con-
tained shrapnel, did not
detonate. Nobody was
injured, CNN reported.

“The return address
was listed as a European
central bank, which would
likely increase the chances
of [it being opened], “ NYPD
spokesman Paul Browne
said in a statement.

The police increased
security around Deutsche
Bank’s offices in New York
as a precaution. (AMNY)
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Give MTA some Apple-ause

Critics of Grand Central lease overlook benefits

adney Dangerfield has

nothing on the MTA,

which can't get a bit of

credit— or respect —

evenwhen it doessome-
thingright

Take Grand Central Terminal,
the historic hubwhere Apple
opened a new store on Friday It’s
the latest addition
to the hub's assort-
mentof 160
restaurants and
shops.

The Metropoli-
tan Transporta-
tion Authority’s
netincome from
rentand special eventsat Grand
Central totaled $8 2 million in
2000. Last year, the netincome
hit$18.7 million

That'sa 128% increase and an
additional $10.5 million a year
the MTA can use for the subway,
bus and commuter train network.
It'salso a pretty good indication
that the authority has done a good
jobmarketing and managing the
space

Youwouldn'tknow it, howev-
er.from a flurry of media reports
suggesting the MTA isgiving

awaythe storeon 42nd St.
Accordingtothereports,

authorities have launched investi-

gations into the lease arrange-
ment between the always cash-
shortMTA and Apple I[nfact,
there doesn‘t appear to be any-
thingrotien about the deal atall

The Assembly Committee on
Corporations,
Authoritiesand
Comumissions,
which has over-
sightoverthe
MTA, made a
routine request
to the authority
forinformation
after the mediareports. The state
controller’s office is conductinga
standard noncriminal followup
audit ofa previous audit it did of
the MTA’s real estate policies and
management last year

No hearings are planned, and
these are investigations in the
loosest sense of the word. It’s
similar to callinggolfa sport,
Newt Gingrich a family man, city
ControllerJohn Liu a mayoral
contender or pepper spray a
vegetable.

Apple is renting 23,000 square

feet of space. The three largest
indoor parcels arethe East Balco-
ny, previously rented to the
restaurant Metrazur; the North-
easl Balcony, which hasalways
beenvacant, and a basementarea
used as a raitroad crew room that
lived up toits unappealing name,
“Carey’s Hole.”

The retail outlet will be on the
balconiesand Apple is using the
basement for storage.

The MTA banked $260,0008
year frora Metrazur under a lease
dating to the 1999 renovation of
Grand Central Terminal. The
mostrecent lease didn’t expire
until2019.

Looking for a more lucrative
arrangement, the MTA adver-
tised for bids in major newspa-
pers. Other businesses expressed
interest butonly one, Apple,
submitted abid

Apple's rent is more than four
times what Metrazur paid —
$1.1 million ayear. It poniedup
$5 million for the MTA to buy out
the restaurant’s lease and spent
$2.5 million on infrastructure
improvementsthat aren’t normal-
ly the responsibility of a tenant
These renovations included an

P

improved heating and ventilation

m.

Thestorealso will draw far
mure people tothe termunal - and
boost sales at other businesses
Every 1% increase in anles s
worth $500,000 in additonal
payouts tothe MTA.

There are some Unique aspects
to the Apple lease. The MTA isn't
getting a percentage of Apple’s
revenues, as it does from other

i *_*- ¥R A
The new Apple store at Grand Central

duringa routine traffic stop

Cecilia Efem, 50,saysitall

started after she was pulled
over for illegally passing a
slow-moving car on Staten
Island on Oct. 10,2008

She handed over her li-
cense, but Police Officer
Steven Caro  suddenly
yanked her from the car with-
out giving her a chance to
give him her car registration
from the pglove compart-
ment, the federal suit alleges

He slammed her into the
car, tearing her rotator cuff
and injuring her back, the
suitclaims

Efem was then arrested

Ydanis Rodriguez

SHOP 8AM-11PM TUESDAY & 8AM-MIDNIG

Specials avallable while supplies last. 1111081,

HT WEDNESDAY
HOURS MAY VARY BY STORE. VISIT MACYS.COM & CLICK ON STORES FOR LOCAL INFORMATION,
REG. PRICES ARE OFFERING PRICES, AND SAVINGS MAY NOT BE BASED ON ACTUAL SALES, SALE
PRICES IN EFFECT THROUGH 12/14/11. MERCHANDISE WILL BE ON SALE AT THESE AND OTHER
SALE PRICES NOW THROUGH 1/2/12, EXCEPT AS NOTED. No adjustments to prior purchases

and charged with resisting arrest and reck-
less driving. She later pleaded guilty to a
traffic infraction, but the other charges

were all subsequently dismissed

Terminal has caused sterm of
controversy over ap alleged sweatheart lease. Photo by Kevin Hagen

Grand Central tenants The MTA
says Apple refused, muchlike the
computer gant has elsewhere
The per-square-loot rate is also
significantly less than other
businessesin Grand Central
Youcan argue Apple negotisl-
ed a good deal. but you can just as
easily nrgue the MTA has done
rightby riders as well
pdonohue@nydailynews.com

Driver claims abuse
by cop who cuffed pol

BYREUVEN BLAU
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS

AWOMAN 18 suing one of the police offic-
ers who arrested City Councilman Ydanis
Rodriguez during the raid on Zuccotti Park
- charging he slammed her into her car

Her lawsuit charges he violated her civil
rights and used excessive force

She's seeking unspecified damages

Rodriguez (D-Manhattan) says he, too,
was blindsided by Caro

He alleges he was suddenly forced to the
ground while innocently crossing Broad-
way three blocks from Zuccotti Park dur-
ingthe late-night police raid on Nov. 15.

He was charged with re-
sisting arrest and obstruct-
ing government administra-
tion

The court complaint said
he tried to force his way past
a police barricade and tried
toevade handcuffing A

He has vociferously de-
nied the charges

“While most ofthe NYPD
does greal work, the officers
who arrested me were out of
line,” he said Sunday “If ’'m
acting as an observer, which
is part of my job as a Council
member, why should 1 have
to worry about being pushed

tothe ground and cuffed ?”

Caro was not available for comment,
andthe NYPD did not respond to a request
forcomment.

rblau@nydailynews.com
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By DAVID SIMS

The city's sthool bus drivers repire-
sented by Amalgamated Tranxit
Union Local 1181 said Dec. 6 they will
not go oo strike during the holiday
season but charged at a press confer-
ence that Maiur Bloomberg was mak-
inﬁ “an attack on working people” by
soliciting bids for n bus contract that
did not mandate seniority protections
for its workers.

The requests-far-propasal that
sparked the strike tEmaL ware for

re-kindergarten special-education
Eus contracts, which have never in-
cluded the *employee protection pro-
visions,” or EPPs, that Local 1181 is
peaking.

Court Ruling Spurred City Shift

The city has said it is legally harred
from including such provisions after n
June 14 decision by the New York
State Court of J\T Is. While a hill
that would have allowed the proyision
to continue pagssd both houses of the
State Legislature this vear with the
Mayor's support, Governor Cuomo
then vetoed it at the eity's request in
light of the court ruling.

Local 1181 officials sid they ware
worried that other bus contracts for K
through 12 students would losse their
EPPs, which guarantee that the most-
experiaticed workers nre hired no mat-
ter which companies win the contracts

The union also said that Mr
Bloomberg had cansed “unnecessary
anxiety and fear by politicizing the
gituation” in a letter sent to parents.
The Mayor held a Nov. 18 press con-
ference warning parents that the
union had made a strike threat and
stated that the city was prepared to
1ssue MatroCards to affected students
and reimburse other trayel expenses,

“The wunion vontinues to threaten
the possibility of an illegal strike that

V. Dale enters his

that would have

press conference,

Protesters Criticize Mayor

School Bus Union: Strike
Threatr About Job Security

CARGO Amalgamated Transit Union Loeul
1Bl President Michael Cordisllo said that seniorit
bus drivers were essential to ensure the safety of ¢
to sehool, and lambasted Mayor Bloombe
estublished those protections for pre-kindergarien
drivers, ‘It's another attack by the Mayor on
about to let the city make such a careless

would lenve families across the city
slrugrlmg to gel their ehildren to
school,” said DOE spokeawoman Na-
talie Ravitz. *Criticizing the Mayar
and Chancellor for preparing the city
for that possibility 12 just bizarre.”

Link Job Security to Safety

Local 1181 President Michael
Cardiello told reporters at the press
conference that the union was “ax.
ploring every way we can try to en-
sure that the kids gel to echool aafo)
and our employees are protected.
Both of those issues are paramount,
and they're actually conjoined, be-
eause the experience of the drivers
goes hand in hand with the wofety of
the children ®

 city has said that any negotia-
tions should be with the bus vompa-
nies, which employ the drivers. But Mr.
Cordiello blamed the Bloomberg ad-
ministration for changing its tune on
the legislation vetoed v Mr. Cuomao.

“It's anather attack by the Mayor on
working peaple. We aren't about to let
the city make such u carsless move”
he said. The uninn is stressing the safe-
ty angle, pointing to the recent serivs
of bus acaidents in the diseount bus in:
dustry as the result of “lack of regula-
tions and employment conditions,

Mr. Cordiello acknowledged that
any school bus driver has to mest cor-
tmn salety standirds to qualify o
drive a bus, but said that the SENIOr-
iy factor mattared

‘Why Gamble on Inexperience?

“If someane just passed those erite-
Tia but never got on a school bus with
children before, as apposed to some-
one who's driving for 20 years or 30
years, how is that comparable?” he

(Continued on Page 11)

e Chiet-Losdes/Asdre Higdvrnlor

rrmnctions for
ildren travelin
for not supporting u hi

working people. Wa aren't
move,’ he said at n Deoc. 8

Prondergnst promised
blizzard. Among the ¢

By SARAH DORSEY
City Councilman James Vocea
couldn't huve made it much clearer
“What happened after the blizzard
of Dec. 26, 2010 can never happen
again,” he said Dec. 8 at a hearing to
assoss the Metropolitan Transporia-
tlon Authiority's readiness for another
Mayor snowstorm
i Prandirgast, head of New York
City Transit, didn't stint on apologis
for last year's bungled response 1o the
storm, which lefi riders stranded in
subway cars aod buses, including
some 50() pmuteufm. stuck on an
tramn for seven hours. About 1,000
buses were said to have been strand.
ad on oty streets.
‘We were inmensely diea ypointled
with ourselves” he said, oo ling his
ageney's performance “inexcusable.”

Says Changes Gonna Come

But he said things have changed
Buses and subwaye now sach have
one advocate whose sole responsibili-
ty will be o keep track of phssengers
who are marvoned, a necessity since
last year New York City Tranzit “for-
ol about” the passengers stuck on
he A train near Aqueduct Racetrack
Command cen have slso been
beefed up. Service will by shut de W,
sometimes only in the aboveground
portions of a subway line, il authori-
ties don't believe trains will be able to
make it to their destinations, And em.
ployees will be called back from hali.
days if they're necded-—g key promise,
given Inst years sparse sta fing
AL that time, many employees wre
still out for Christmas weokend whon
the storn) hit, exaearbating an alveady-
bad situntion. On wyrof that, the pro-
tocol was to set pluns for weekend
emecgoneivs on Fridays, Sipee the full
severty of the stormn wasn'l predieted
until Christmas afternoon, s Saturdiy,
New York City Trangit officisls contin.
ved operating on the lowest-possilyle
alert until the snow began falling. This
meant that heaters to prevent the

Assail Day-Care Plan

(Continued from Page 2)

soeks w obstruct bargaining between
DC 1707 and the day-care and Head
Start organizations with which it tra-
ditionally negotistes

‘Kids Won’t Catch Up’

third rails from icing (ver weren't de

NO TRAIN LEFT BEHIND?: New York City
dJames Vacea's City Council commitiee
cy is now better le'upnrnd for a snowstorm like last vear's

T Chil LsadarPrdarion Yalahreg
Transit President Thoma

that hii
Deoe, U

anges: ono employee witl now be dedieated sole
Iy to keeping track of any stranded passangers in an emorgency.

Cites Revised Blizzard Precautions

Transit Head Tells Council:
Won’t Get Snowed Again

ployed until well into the storm, and
trains used to scrape the ice off were
stuck in outerborough yards.

Mr. Prendergast said the agency is
DOW &qu l];pod to shift into high alert
on a weekend, and a new highest lev.
el has been added: Plan V, which au-
tomatically goes into effect when
more than 10 inches of snow or bliz-
ciard conditioms are forecast. Larger
buses, which #et ptuck in the snow
more easily. will be left bohind in fa-
var of smaller, more-nimble vehicles
But he and Senior Vice President of
Buses Daryl Irick admitted that only
about 10 pereent of the fleet current-
ly hag snow tires—as worry Mr. Irick
dismissed, saying that chains and
fires are “not & silver bullet,” and only
work well during a nartow window
when snow is st & certain depth

Workers Going Double-Time

Mr. Prendergast prajsed transit work-
ors’ performance during last vears storm,
saying that the agency had 2 “good rels-
tionship” with Transport Workers Unian
Local 100 throughout the crisis, as em-

loyess worked snublr duty to make up
or ithers who were on vacation

Some would be sent in by car serv-
ice or shutile bus, and would sleep on-
site, receiving overtime pay to work
18-hour shifts, sleep eight hours, and
then start again. “That way we don't
put them in harm’s way,” he said. “It
works for everybody”

A spokesman for TWU Loeal 100
agreed that workers went the oxtra
mile, adding, “A lot of the issues that
vecurred Inst time conld be avoided in
the future by declaring the proper loy-
ol of emergeney,”

Councilman Vaces pronsised to con-
tioue grilling the agency alfer the
anowe melt. “Come April or May,” he
saitl, "This committee will reconvene
and will ask, ‘Are we better off today
than we were a1 year ago? "

Mr. Pronderpast wag philosoplieal
about the serutiny “In this husiness,”
he admitted, “you're only as good ag
your last snowstorm.”

Manhattan Educational Opportunity Center
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GOVERNOR CUOMO: An
artful metamorphosis.

State Deal Preserves
Higher Tax Rate For
Wealthier in Budget Fix

Helps Cover Key Services;
Union Pension Funds To
Assist Infrastructure

By MARK TOOR

With the state facing an evar-wors-
ening fimancial picture, Governor
Cuomo and the other Two Men ina
Room guickly put together and moved
through the Legislature a revision to
the income-tax code that cuts Laxeay
for the middis class and raizes the ba-
sic tax rate for the wealthiest New
Yorkors.

The denl was praised by both key
business lesders and union officials,
with otie potable sxcuption.

And it was structured in such way
that buth Mr. Cuoma and Senate Re-
publicans, who hnd fought plans to ex-
tend in some form the soon-to-expire
millionaires tax, could claim thay had
kept their promise not to rase {axes,

‘No One Will Pay More’

“It's a package under which no one
in the state would act ually pay more,”
Mr. Cuomao said Dec. 7, shortly befors
the mbly passed the Lax FEVision,
completing Special Session legislative
action on an idea that the Governar
broached only four days sarlier

“We're cutting taxes, in opin-
ion,” said Senate Mujority Leader
Denn Skelos. Only the top bracket, he
said, "won't go down as much as peo.
ple anticipaiod "

That bracket. for individusls with
taxable incomes of more than $1 mil.
livn & vear and fumilies with incomes
of more than $2 miflion, will have je
rate veduced slightly, from 5,97 pervent

(Continued on Page 7)

Council Committee
Is Quick to Endorse
Cuomo’s Tax Plan

Lose Dedicated MTA Funding
T'WU, Transit Advocates
Hit Payroll-Tax Cutback

By SARAH DORSEY
It may not be as high-profile as the

millionaires tax, but Governor Cuo-
mo's rollback of a payroll tax that
funds the Metropolitan portation

Authority has union leaders, advocates
and at least one business group won-
ing where 4 good chunk of transit's
future checks will be coming from,
The deal, hashed out in a Special
Session of the legislature last weak,
will also allow the Governor to sign the
“lockbox” bill, designed to W
transit funds—bul then im 1ataly
nullify its moat crucia) provigion,
‘They Just Slash and Cut’

Small businesses and schools will
now be exempt from the tax, which
since 2009 has charged 34 cents for
every $100 in payroll costs to just about
every entity with employees in the five
boroughs and surrounding counties, in-
cluding nonprofits and hospitals. More
of the self-employed will also be ex-
empt, Lqurm.ﬂ.ll:era expect the cuts to
cost the MTA some $320 million year

In exchange, the agency will receive
$250 million from the state treasury
and be “held harmless,” which means
the Governor must find state funds to
cover the gap in the future. For Trans-
port Workers Union Lacal 100 Presi-
dent John Sumuelsen, that's a poor
substitute.

“Everybody takes it out on mass
transit,” he said. “Politicians always
make statements about how vital it is
to the economy of New York State, and
then they jusi slash and cut =

JOHN SAMUELSEN: Uneasy
that money will be made up.

He and other critics noted that pay-
roll taxes grow with inflation. Monies
plucked from the state’s general rev-
enues don't

MTA s Cash Cow

Gene Russianoff, an attorney for the
Straphungers' Campaign, which advo-
cates for passengers, agreed with Mr
Samuslsen that those who deserye ex.
emptions should be reimbursa by the
state after the fact. m deal public
schools have gotten up until now, That

(Continued on Page 12)

Press for 4% ‘Pattern’ Raises

Nurses Claim City

C'/umgz'ng

Rules in Stalled Bargaining

By DAVID SIMS

New York State Nurses Association
members rallied outside City Hall in
the rain Dec. 6 o press their demand
for raises retroactive 1o early 2010
that match the 4-percent hikes afford-
ed Lo unions that negotiated conlracts
with the city in 2008 and 2009,

Much like the Unitod
Teachers and Council of School Su-
ﬁenmmm and Administrators, NYS.

A has been i
Lhat unions like Teamsiers Loca) 237
and _Distrig: _Cnugu:ilra 37 raceived
Starting in Septamber 2008,

Hecausa INAs contract expired
aftar the enormity of the hnancial eri-

88 bmmdwmmudwa b
hole began to ?m\ talks with the
Health and Hoipitals Corporation have
besn for nearly two years.

Cites Wage Disparity

Feanbion o "o

of [acilitating, to make sure the o=
munity at large is taken care of "

But m:mrdmﬁlto Ms, Bove, HHC
has said that while it doesn't expect
givebacks in the next contract. any
wnﬁe increases would have to be fund.
ed by union concessions. “The idea of
giving up holidays to get raises, or
what have ‘rnu.' she said, “it's really
not acceptable,”

Treating Far More Patients

Mz Bove said that city hospitals
were getting more crowded as privite
hospitals cut back, and that Ballevue
Hospital had seen a particulsr in-
cresse because of the cloging of St
Vincent'’s Hospital in 2010,

“You walk rough Bollevue or any
HHC facility, and you cun see how
overburdened those facilities are now
with ull these closures. We're the safi.
ty net,”she said. *I'm not worried about
1avoffs 88 miuch na T swrwsind olic s

Sewage

Worker

f 55 che?b?b? Contraction
Unions Rip Schoo
As ‘Stunning DO

By DAVID SIMS

The Department of Bducation will
mive to cloge or truncate 25 schools
al the end of this school year, it an-
nouneed Dec. 8 and 9, prompting ex-
coriating responses from union heads.
with United Federation of Toeachurs
President Michas! Mulgrew callin
the move “annther stunning lailure o
DOE management.”

“Rather than doing the hard work

of helping struggling schools, the
DOE tries to close them, maki sure
that the hardest-to-educate kids pgd

up concentrated in the nest schosl on
the closure List,” Mr. Mulgrew said in
8 statement. “It's playing three-card
monte with children’s lives and edy.
cition, It's wrong, and if our attorneys
find that the S%E ie violoting state
law in this process, we'll he Seeing
them in court,”

Bome Loging Middle Grades

Most schoals on the DOE's list
would phise out over time, with one,
the Acndimy of Businese angd 'Com-
munity Developmant, clbsing imimed;-
ately at the end of the year an see-
ing its students sent to other sehools.
Six more schools would Jose grades G
through 8.

The number of schaols targoeted this
year ia similar to 2010 figure of 26,
The DOE narrowed down a list of 47
low-performing schools to arrive at
the {i‘fml tally.

“These are never sasy decisions, but
when a schaol has faifed to serve its
students well vear after vear — even
after receiving additiona supports —
we have a responsibility to provide
students with better options,” Schaols
Chancellor Dennis Walcott said in a
statement. "Wae are already hard at
work creating the gréat new schools
thal these communities deserve "

But Couneil of School Supervisors
and Administrators President Ernest
Logan, who has a more-corhal rela-
tionship with the administration, Was

damning in his assessment of the
DOEs policies towartds low-atchieving

L

#
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eard me¢
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closed 117
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‘COULD'VE HAPPENED TO ANY OF US": ‘Pransport

The Cliler-LeaderPedarics

rles Valshregn
Workers Union

Local 100 members gathered at Malcolm X Blvd. and Gates Ave. for a
candlnllgiillt ‘rirr'll for Bus Operator Edwin Thomas, who was slain
e

there w ving a oi
Flatbush depot, where

bus. Drake Jackson, rixh‘l; works out of the
. Thomas was based, as di

his father before

him. “This is a dangerous jobh,” he sai.

Bus Operator’s Memorial

(Continued from Page 5)

from as far away as the Bronx. Pass-
ing B46 drivers honked their horns
furiously in support,

Drake Jockson, who's been a Bus
Operator at Flatbush for two years,
said he'd never met the deceased.
“[But} it doesn’t roally mutter because
we're all Edwin Thomas,” he said,
lnoking o little choked up, *Because in
the back of every Operator's mind is.
“That could've besn me "™

Duane Wooten, also at Flathush,
said, “You're in a trapped position, You
pick up at bospitals, you Enl. paople on
drugs, vou get people who are angry
at other people. They're looking for an
outlei. And guess wha they en-
counter? s~

Tareque Ahmed, a subway station
agent in Queens, said he wanted (o

¥ tribute to Mr. Thomas becsuse he

new his pain. Mr. Ahmed was as-
saulted last year after he left his
booth to uttend to a woman who was
calling for beip; her attacker then
started punching him and Mr. Ahmed
woks up in the hospital.

He said he is still frightened at
times. "l vlose my eyes [now] and [ see
this guy punching me,” he said.

Few Shields in Flatbush

Frank Austin, who heads the
union's committee to boost sa.&liy for
Bus Operators, said the Flathush de-
pot is the third-warst in the city by
number of assaults.

And he said that three years after
the stabhing, only 14 out of ths nenr-
ly 400 buses in l.rusr depot have besn
outfitted with safety partitions.

“They're going ta say the reason is
becauvse of bidding and outsourcing

lissues],” he said, “But when do you
put a price on a life?"

An MTA spokesman said the actu-
al number of buses with the partitions
was 23, and that it has been working
with the union on the issue, and mak-
ing significant progress.

In & statement, officials said the
agency i ahead of schedule on parti-
tions, with 600 expected to be in-
stalled syswm-“ﬁdeﬁclha end of the
first quarter of 2012, instead of the
400 originally anticipated. Fifty-eight
vehicles already have them, another
20 are in the process of being in-
stalled, and nearly 200 buses have se-
curity cameras.

More Cops Called For

It's not just the TWU that has is-
sued alarms recently about bus safe-
ty. Amalgamated Transit Union Local
1056, which represents bus drivers in
Queens, released & statement last
week demanding more security after
last week's shooting of two passengers
on a Q11 bas in Jamaiea, one of
whom died,

Union president I. Daneek Miller
said more police need to ride the most-
troubled routes.

“We: went nine d in a row last
weak of nssaults, leading up to the day
of the murder,” he said. including in

that number serinus threats, such as
one in which & man said he was going
to his car to get & weapon, and the
same car trailed the bus the next day.
“This lawlessness.. _ia starting to
spread "

He said police didn’t have to be on
every bus, but an occasional presence
would act as a deterrent.

“There’s a perception out there that
there’s no consequence to their ac-
tions if those actions occur on a bus.”

Hit Payroll-Tax Cutback

(Continued from Page 1)

way, the MTA still sees that steady rize
lnag\mds—and ey lly, New Yorkers
will rduck the painful fare hikes and
service cuts they suffered last year

Relying on Albany alane is a more
precarious bargain, Mr. Russianoff
added: Governor Cuomo and former
Gov. David Paterson have already
Since 3000ty poy I et e
sinee & to (g il 8.
And the 101:!&[:3; bill doesn't provent
that from happening again—it just re-
quires #‘:pma} from the Legislature,
which the Governor can get by an-
nouncing a fiscal emargency and calli
a Special Session, Lawmakers assen
to both Governors’ s cote

The agency itself, however, released
a statement that “We are grateful. .,
the MTA will eontinue to receive the
leval of funding needed to keep New
York and its economy meving.

Business Group Dismayed

Felice Farber, director of external
uffairs for the General Contractors
Assodiation of New York, represents
businesses that pay the tax, and she's
not happy about the rollback.

“We can't afford to shortchange thes
MTA," she said. “The whole point of
the | 1l tax] is that businesses
benefit fraom having a relinble transit
atag-atem and should share in the cost of

at system. The region benefits, hous-
ing prices benefit, everyone benefits.”

ready, the agency suffers from a
atretched budget, she said: “People
aren't talking about the decline in the
service. Stations are clearly not as
clean, [During] my commute this
morning, the trains were delayed be-
cause of debris on the tracks. [ %:Fw
up in New York, and that hasn't hap-
péned in a long time." But busineases
outside the city resented having to
Eeay the tax, and scrapping it was a

y élement in Mr. Cuomo’s persuad-
i:g suburban Republican legislators
led by Senate Majority Leader Dean
Skelos to support a higher tax rate for
wealthy mauf;nta.

JAMES BRENNAN: ‘Lock-
box’ not so secure.

As part of last week's deal, the Gov-
ernor said he will sign the lockbox
bill. But he also pushed through a pro-
vigion thal takes away its main
weapon: & requirement that if he di-
verted any money, ha'd have to ex-
plain how it would affect the economy

Assemblyman James Brénnan, one
of the bill's co-authors, said he wasn't
told about the change and plans to
reintroduce the bill with State Sen.
Martin Golden next ysar,

He gaid the governor was apparent-
ly trying to “wrangle out o vetoing
[the 1IPF and evade nccountability,”

A conlition of 13 labor and advocacy
gruupa. including TWLU Loeal 100, the

traphangers' Campaign, and the Gen-
aral Contractors Association, released
a statement condemning the move

Mr. Samuelsen found some small
comfort in the increased scrutiny.

“There’s more political value than
legal value to the bill [now],” he said
“I think it's going ta bring a whole lot
more attention il public transit monies
are swiped "

HARRY NESPOLI: ‘Pattern’
not a one-way street.

Nurses’ Stalled Talks

(Continued from Page 1)

aggressively through the State Legis-
lature.”

Munieipal Labor Committee Chair-
man Harry Nespoli also spoke at the
rally, which featured Nurses from
across the boroughs who came into
Manhattan on buses after work.

“You can't talk about pattern bar-
gnining for 36 years and then all of a
sudden stap talking about it.,” he said
in-an interview. *Over 200,000 mem-

bers already received the four and four |

Ipercent raises). These people are ont
of a contract now for more than & vear,”

r. Nespoli is continuing to press
the city to honor the pattern, rather
than let the contracts continue ex-
pired for years. “What happened to
pattern bargaining?” he asked. “You
can't do it when you want to do it, and
not do it when vou don't. *
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Press for More Safety Partitions

Bus Driver’s Memorial A
Reminder, Too, of Peril

By SARAH DORSEY

As the sun set over Malcolm X Blvd.
in Bushwick Dec. 8, New York City
Tranait buses criss-crossed the av-
enue, all bearing the same aumber:
B46. That Brooklyn line carries more
riders than any In the city, but no
longer bears one much-beloved driv-
er: Edwin Thomas.

About 76 members of Mr. Thomas’
union, Transport Workers Union Local
100, along with family members, As-
semblyman Rory Luneman of Queens
and Metropolitan Transportation Au-
thority chaplains, gathered at the bus
stop where he was slain three years
ago by a passenger to lold a candle-
light vigil in his memory.

Bome cried; many prayed. Others
spoke angrily of the need to protect
tEemsa]vee more effectively against
attacks.

Safety a Big Issue

“This is dangerous work,” said John
Samuelsen, president of Local 100,
“Until the day I got slected, | was con-
vinced being a track worker was the
most dangerous job, Far from it, Be-
ing # Bus Operator is the most dan-
gerous job in this union.”

He said he was making safety a ma-
jor issue in the current contract Gght,

aving seen tragedy himself.

*“Many, many [riends of mine on the
tracks died—from the third rail, from
being hit by trains,” he said. “I know
the bite of it—the sting of it.”

“When Mr. Thomas was killed, he

was killed serving all of us,” said Mr.
Lancman, “We have an obligation to
rotect you, We will work with the
o doaverything_we can to make

our bus drivers safer.

Attackers Get Off Easy

Mr. Thomas was stabbed at the
Malcolm X Blvd. and Gates Ave. stop
by an ex-convict who was infuriated
at being denied & {ree (ransfer after
he mt::i anto the bus without paying.
He was later convicted and sentenced
to 20 years to life.

But many violent assaults on Bus
Operators go unpunished or have been

treated lightly in recent years. A
tmn.ngerw 0 severely beat driver Mar-
lene Bien-Aime and dra her out of

a Bronx bus by her hair, causging per-
manent damage to her eye, was offered
a plea deal in November of just six
months in prison, five years' probation
and anger-mansgement classes,

And although a 2002 law made as-
sault on a transit worker a class D
felony punishable by up to seven
years in prison, less than 10 percent
of suspects charged with second-de-
gree assault on one since 2007 were
sentenced to a year or more in prison.

"Looking for an Outlet’

Several Operators from Flatbush,
Mr. Thomas’ home depot, attended
last Thursday's vigil, but others came

(Continued on Page 12)

The Chief-LeadenFederice Valabrega

HONORING THE DEAD: Transport Workers Union Local 100 presi-
dent John Samuelsen addressed a crowd of TWU members Dec. 8 at a
candlelight vigil for Bus Operntor Edwin Thomnas, who was murdered

three years ago b

a passonger, To Mr. Samuelsen’s right are two of

Mr. Thomas's hrothers, lils mother and his daughler,

Canadian Model Limits Accountability
Independent Pension Board

Bad Gamble for City Funds

By LARRY CARY

While City Comptraller John Liu
publicly acknowledges that “pension-
ara a8 well as taxpayers deserve to
know how their money is being in-
vested and gpent” by the city's five
pension ?ians. the total failure of the
Comptroller and Mayor Bloomberg Lo
reveal the details of their month-old
jointly-announced apparently-secret

plan to radically restructurs invest-
mant antharits sdrae QTO0 Willinn af

Clearly the finance professionals
make the decisions, not the union
trustee. Not only do the labor-union
representatives on the current New
York City boarda have a fiduciary duty
to make investment decisions eolely
for the benefit of participants, their
resence provides a neaded additional
vel of oversight and accountabilit
absent from the Canadian mode
Union representatives serving as
trustees for the pension plans are verv

Letters to the Editor

Floyd Off on

T the Editor:

A Dec. 9 news article and accompa-
nying column quote Teamsters Local

7 President ry Floyd dismiss-
ing the New York Civil Liborties
Union’s concerns that recently re-
leased NYPD data shows racial dispar-
ities in New York City school arrests.

Mr. Floyd’s comments were factual-
ly inaccurate in two respects.

Firatly, his assertion that “Thirty-sev-
en of the children that were arrested
had weapons” and that the weapons
were primari g:miamm‘rm, Accard-
ing to the N danta, 15 of the arrests
involved weapon possession and the
data doesn't explain what the weapons
were. ore, the NYCLU has
previously d ted inst of
rulers and protractors being consid-
erad “weapona” by police personnel.
Secondly, he accuses the NYCLU of
eriticizing ﬁpo}.iring in the city's schools
without offering alternative methods
Lo ing youth violence. In fact,
the NYCLU has repeatedly reached
out to the city's ent of Educa-
tion, the D and Local 237 on alter-
native school safety models. Our 2009
report, “Safety with Dignity: Alterna-
tives to the OwnPuls‘cini tg Sehools”
documents six New York City public
high schools in maintaining safe, nur-
turing ed umtjmincll snvironments with-
out using metal detectors, aggressive
poli and harsh disciplinary poli-
cies. Moreover, we consistently call on
the DOE to implement alternative pro-

rams. Just last week we lestified be-
ore the City Council on this issue.

We have Mwi{: acknowledged that
the failures of city's school-safety
policies are not the fault of school
saflety officers, who work in a broken
system. We are eager to work with Mr.

loyd on solutions that would im-
prove conditions both for the city's
children and members of his union.

DONNA LIEBERMAN
Executive Director,
New York Civil Liberties Union

At
Arrest Nos. Reflect Reality

To the Editor:

Bravo and kudos to Teamsters Local
237 President Gregory Floyd for hia
frank and l‘on‘.hr}gﬁt response to Ex-
scutive Director Donna Lieberman of
the New York Civil Liberties Union
regarding the large number of young
blacks arrested by his School Safety

ents and the ) in and around

ool property.

She's all in a tizzy over the fact that
hlack kids represent only 29 percant of
the student body but account for 68 per-
cent of all those arrested. Referring to
this a= a disproportionate dernographic
disparity, she cannol assign any ration-
al reason for it exeept to hint darkly
that it maght be predicated on bins,

Well, Donna, [ know that this is &
tough one, but I'm going to take a stab
at it. Do you think thal maybe, just
maybe, the reason why the arrest
oumbers are so digproportiobate s
because young blacks commit a dis-
proportionate amount of the crime?
Do you think maybe that has some-
thing to do with it?

She says the city needs to deal with
this disparity by “educating children,
not arresting ‘I.i;em" Well, these are
not mischiovous rapacallions engag-
ing in naughty pranks like dipping o
female classmnt.e'sw%igtai]s in an
inkwell or placing & Whoopee cushion
on the teacher’s chair like in the Our
Gang comedies of the 1930s. These
are fough, street-hardened hoodlums
who come to schonl packing.

They're not interssted in getting a
free, formal public-school education so
that they can rise above their circum-
:}t‘a.ncﬁ?. ’I‘l:iey're interested in the

e and gang-banging.
‘hlfr. Flovd’s remarks and observa-

School Crime

THE CHIEF-LEADER welcomes
letters from its readers for publica-
tion. Correspondents must include
their names, addresses and phone
numbers. Letters should be submit-
ted with the understanding that all
correspandence is subject to the ed-
itorial judgment of this newspaper.

view the protesters as the enemy. And
techm'cal{y. .. we're part of the middle
class and not the upper echelon.”

Nice words, but anyone who has
been a police officer or, like the press,
has sven police enforcement up clogse
and personal knows that some police
suparvisors (and police officers) don't
let the Constitution and the Bill of
Rights get in the way of getting pub-
lic compliance with a police order or
command.

Buch police supervisors are not ca-
pable of peacefully controlling e
volatile situation. They seek to intim-
idate rather than gain cooperation.
For these immature supervisors and
police officers, everything is personal,
and the refusal to comply with their
orders is seen as a personal affront,
a personal attack, that cannot be tol-
erated—lest chaos reign.

Mature, competent, and ethical su-

ervisors don’t just follow orders; they
ow that the Constitution and the
law restrict police power and police
actions in every situation, regardless
of how violent and volatile.

Sometimes we have to forgive mis-
takes in fast-moving life-and-death
gituations. But when there is time to
plan, there is no excuse for overreach-
ing and excessive force. And Patrol
Guide rules, mentioned by Russ
Smith, are a guide, but don’t replace
or guarantee good police supervision
on the street.

MICHAEL J. GORMAN

Editor's note: The writer is a retired
NYPD Lieutenant and an attorney.

A=

State Can’t Tax Pensions

To the Editor:

The “Current Pension Topics™ col-
umn by Joel Frank in the Dec. 6 edi-
tion gives an incomplete answer Lo the
guestion: “Are New York State publie-
employee pensions pratected by the
state Constitution? The correct an-
swer is: All salaries, wages and other
compensation, except pensions, paid to
officers and employees of the state and
ite subdivimons and agencies shall be
subject to taxation, according to Arti-
cle Sec. 5 of the NYS Constitution
Therefore, public pensions are NOT
subject to state taxation.

ou would have to repeal that sec-
tion before you could look at the im-
pairment clause for an answer, and
even then the “contract’ iu effect at
the time the benefita were granted
would likely be upheld once again un-
der the Contract Clause of the U.S.
Constitution.

So the simple answer 18 YES, the
public-employee tax exemption is pro-
tected by the State Constitution.

BRUCE MARKOWITZ

Aoty

Fire Group’s Dual Standard

To the Editor:

Where do I begin?

I guess my first question to Paul
Mannix (Nov. 25 letter) would be a
very simple one, and that is, have you
read Judge Nicholas G. Garaufis’s
court decision? If so, are you now re-
futing the findings of the facts? My
animosity towards you comes from
your hypocrisy in being so inconsis-
tent on the issue of merit. The double
standard displayed by you and your
organization is shameful.
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MTA board votes down plan to return slashed service - am New York
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12/19/11 NEWS
By Marc Beja

MTA board votes down plan to return slashed
service

etro(:ard

Straphangers won't be getting any surprise gifts from the MTA this Christmas.

The cash-strapped agency's board passed on a proposal Monday to undo some of the
massive service cuts it made last year, axing dozens of bus routes and two subway lines to
save $93 miillion.

Mitch Pally was one of two board members to introduce an amendment to the agency's
budget that would have restored some of those cuts by reallocating $20 million.

It was slapped down by a 7-2 vote.

"If we don't do it now, we will most likely never be able to do it - at least in the next five to six
years," Pally told amNewYork after the plan was squashed. He vowed to raise the issue
again next year.

"We can afford it now,” Pally said. “It's a question of prioritization."”

But Andrew Saul, acting chairman and head of the finance committee, said it was "a
disastrous time" for the agency to be spending more.

"This can always be looked at in the future, and 1 think it should be looked at in the future,”
Saul said before calling a vote. "But at this moment, with this budget and what's happened, it
would just be suicidal were we to add service."

Bill Henderson of the MTA's Permanent Citizens Advisory Committee said the money could
have been used to help improve some of the "really egregious impacts" of the service cuts to
riders.

"Some people ended up with no service a reasonable distance from their home or their place
of work," Henderson said. "You have to take care of the customers first. You have to take
care of the riders first.”

Non-voting board member Andrew Albert said the extra funding would be "a drop in the
bucket" in the MTA's $12.6 billion budget, and made the board look like a bunch of Scrooges.

"People have a tendency to hate the MTA,” Albert said. "If they got a little something back for
their next three fare increases, | don't think that's too much to ask.”

http://www.amny.com/urbanite-1.812039/mta-board-votes-down-plan-...
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December 21, 2011

M.T.A. Sets 2012 Budget With No Cuts

By CHRISTINE HAUGHNEY

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority on Wednesday approved a $12.6 billion budget for
2012 that called for no new service cuts or fare increases, even though the plan leaves a $68
million deficit.

Robert Foran, the agency’s chief financial officer, told board members that he would fill part
of the gap by dipping into $33 million in reserve funds. But he said he still did not know about
the rest.

“I don’t know where I'm going to get the $35 million I said I would cut,” Mr. Foran said.

But he and other agency officials, including Joseph J. Lhota, the newly appointed executive
director, wanted to reassure passengers that fares would not rise and service would not be
reduced in 2012.

Still, the meeting seemed unusually contentious. Allen P. Cappelli, a board member from
Staten Island, proposed an amendment calling for the agency to reallocate $20 million in the
budget to restore service cuts made in 2010. Mr. Cappelli suggested that the $20 million could
be found in administrative savings, like consolidating the agency’s various legal departments.

“We have an obligation to push the institution to do more with less,” he said. “We need to
show the riders out there that we are listening.”

His proposal prompted more arguments from board members about the agency’s perilous
finances. Andrew Albert, a board member since 2002, complained that “these budgets are
always balanced on the backs of riders.” He said he had never heard so many vocal board
members.

“Usually it’s the rider reps who are the only ones arguing for more service,” Mr. Albert said.
“Now more and more people are speaking up.”

But Mr. Foran, whose voice shook slightly and whose face grew redder through the meeting,
warned board members that the agency may encounter even more troubled finances in the
future because it depends, in part, on tax revenue from Wall Street bonuses. He predicted that
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next year, when smaller bonuses are handed out, the agency may have to cut back even more.

After rejecting Mr. Cappelli’s proposal, the board approved the operating budget and a
proposal to pay for the final three years of the agency’s $24.3 billion five-year capital program.
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