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TWU vows you'll keep

By JENNIFER FERMINO
Transit Reporter

Hey, lay off our board
games!

The TWU’s chief said
yesterday there’s a fat
chance that the rule that
allows dozens of bus driv-
ers to sit around and play

chess will ever pget
changed.
Transport Workers

Union Local 100 boss John
Samuelsen vowed to fight
tooth-and-nail against the
MTA's demand to hire
part-time employees
under the new contract —
a measure that could save
money and prevent work-
ers from getting paid to do
zilch.

“It's simple,” Samuelsen
said. “We don't have part-
time families, we don't
have part-time mortgages
and we don’t have part-
time college tuition.”

Now the battle over part-
time workers could derail
ongoing contract talks be-
tween the MTA and its
35,000-member union. The
contract expires on Jan. 15,
but the TWU has voted to
extend talks beyond that
date.
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As The Post reported
yesterday, the MTA doled
out paychecks to bus driv-
ers for playing chess and
watching TV when it
slashed service in anticipa-
tion of fewer riders during
the week between Christ-
mas and New Year's.

Making some drivers
part-time — a key MTA
demand in the labor talks
— will give the agency the
flexibility needed to adjust
schedules and save money,
officials said.

I
} ldle‘drivers
play while
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we don't have part-
time mortgages
and we don’t

have part-time
college tuition.

— Transport Workers
Union Local 100 boss John
Samuelsen (Inset) i

The MTA saved obn fuel
and maintenance costs this
holiday season by running
a reduced schedule, but
claims it couldn't curtail
most labor costs because
of union rules requiring
that bus drivers work five
shifts a week.

Part-time drivers, by
contrast, could be sched-
uled for busy times and let
go during slow periods.

“Our riders deserve ser-
vice provided at the lowest
possible cost, and we owe

i E————
it to them to explore any
work-rule changes that
help achieve that goal”
said Jeremy Soffin, an
MTA spokesman.

Contract  negotiations
between the MTA and
TWU are always conten-
tious. The TWU has gone
on strike three times in the
past 46 years, most re-
cently right before Christ-
mas in 2005.

For his part, Samuelsen
accused the MTA of using
the issue of part-time

paying for nothing

workers as a tool to eventu-
ally cut workers’ benefits.

“If they succeed in get-
ting their foot in the door
with part-timers, they'll
try to have the entire
workforce part-time, with
no health bénefits, no pen-
sions,” said Samuelsen.

He had another sugges-
tion for saving money.

“The MTA would beneﬁt
from putting all their exec-
utives on part-time pay,”
Samuelsen said.

But part-time MTA bus
operators and subway con-
ductors are probably inevi-
table, said Mitchell Moss,
the director of the Rudin
Center for Transportation
Policy and Management at
New York University.

“The 2lst century is re-
Quiring flexible time in all
kinds of sectors. The fact
is, bus service has to be
congruent with user pat-
terns, and the MTA should
have the flexibility to de-
ploy drivers when they
need them,” he said.

Additional reporting by
Kevin Fasick

jennifer.fermino@nypost.com
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Gowanus cleanup to

By RICH CALDER

Now this really stinks!

The feds’ Superfund
cleanup of Brooklyn's toxic
Gowanus Canal could sock
taxpayers with a bill of hun-
dreds of millions of dollars.

The US Environmental
Protection Agency yesterday
released its draft proposal
for cleaning up the purple-
and green-hued waterway,
and it includes calling on the
city to halt its century-old
practice of allowing sewage
and storm-water runoff into
the canal

The proposal is opposed
by the Bloomberg adminis-
tration, with the city’s De-
partment of Environmental

Protection issuing a state-
ment saying, “The evidence
clearly indicates that the
primary sources [of canal
contamination] are the for-
mer industrial plants on the
canal, and not ongoing
sewer overflows.”

The EPA is looking to re-
coup the cost of an ex-
pected $500 million Super-
fund cleanup from property
owners that contaminated
the waterway and soil along
the canal for decades, in-
cluding the old Brooklyn
Union Gas company, which
is now National Grid.

But the report’s more
shocking news was its call
on the city to deal with sew-
age and storm water flow-

be taxing

ing into the canal, generat-
ing 259,000 pounds of “sus-
pended solids” annually.

The city would likely
have to redirect the sewage
elsewhere, such as the East
River, or build massive re-
tention tanks to collect run-
off during heavy rains.

The city last year opened
a $404 million retention
plant at Brooklyn's Paerde-
gat Basip in Canarsie, and
sources said building a sim-
ilar Gowanus facility would
be far more expensive.

EPA spokesman Elias
Rodriguez called sewage
overflow “a major source of
canal contamination that
will need to be addressed.”

rich.calder@nypost.com

Unbowed Liu plans
birthday cash bash

By CHUCK BENNETT

City Comptroller John Liu
is not going to let the fed-
eral investigation into his
campaign fund-raising
dampen his 45th birthday.

The mayoral hopeful is
planning a fund-raiser
Monday for his big day —
where he’ll eschew his self-
imposed $800-per-donation
cap. “We are asking people
to contribute up to the
[$4,950] maximum, like all
candidates,” said campaign
spokesman George Arzi.

Federal prosecutors on
Nov. 16 charged that one of

Liw’s fund-raisers, Xing Wh
“Oliver” Pan, with using
straw donors — each giviny
$800 — to hide larger im
proper contributions.

e birthday bash’s “hos
committee” includes labo
bigwigs and elected offi
cials, but many said the:
won't attend or donate.

Liu “asked if he can usi
my name” and *I told hin
he could, but I won't be abk
to make it,” said Brooklyn'
Democratic Party boss, As
semblyman Vito Lopez. An
other “host,” Senate Minor
ity Leader John Sampsor
also won't attend.
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Boy hero saves tot

FORMER N'Sync boy-bander
JC Chasez was a hero saving a
baby in Miami Beach on New
Year’s Day. A helicopter flew so
close to the beach in front of the
Fontainebleau that the umbrellas
in the sand flew up from the force
of the rotors. One parasol began
hurtling toward a stroller carrying
a l-year-old baby girl. Chasez
sprung into action and grabbed
the umbrella before it fell onto the
child. Hotel security confirmed
the incident, and sources say
Chasez was “sweet and humble”
about his heroics. The night ear-
lier, Chasez had partied at a Fon-
tainebleau private bash hosted by
“Gossip Girl” star Chace Craw-
ford.

New LA couple

JONAH Hill (above), the
slimmed-down star of “The Sit-
ter,” is dating AR H
daughter of Dustin Hoffman.
Sources say both are from LA and
“were friends when they were
growing up. Jonah is good friends
with Ali's brother, Jake. Dustin
discovered Jonah when they were
in high school” Jonah got his
break in “I Heart Huckabees,”
which starred Dustin. The source
added, “Jonah was in Hawaii over
the holidays with the Hoffman
clan.” Reps didn’t get back to us.

AL Roker nearly “pulled an Alec Baldwin”
on an American Airlines flight when he refused
to give up his aisle seat for rocker Alex Van
Halen and his wife, Stine and re-
mained glued to his phone after the gate closed
to tune out the pushy couple’s protests.

After hosting the Rose Bowl in LA on Mon-
day, the campy “Today” meteorologist avoided
a fiery confrontation on AA flight No. 4 to New
York when his first-class companions, the Van
Halen co-founder and his wife, bitterly com-
plained to the gate agent that Roker was sitting
between them as the plane sat on the ground.

Witnesses said Alex was seated by the right-
side window, his wife in the center of the cabin,

with Roker in the aisle seat between them.
Alex’s brother and Van Halen co-founder Ed-
die and his wife, Janie were seated
in the row behind them.

“Alex complained, ‘We're not together, Mr.
Roker’s seat is between ours,” a spy said. “Al
was looking at his phone, desperately trying to
ignore the whole situation.”

When the agent asked Roker to move to the
aisle seat in the first-row center, he stated that
he's “allergic to dogs,” a source tells us. A pas-
senger wi alirt.ledogmacratewasmtheww
behind Roker, and moving-to the aisle would
have put him three seats away, rather than four.

To sit together, Alex and Stine then swapped

LE S TR, Sy G PR G

n’t move Roker

with passengers in business class, our spy said,
adding that a relieved Al “said ‘Hello’ to the new
people when they sat down, after hiding from
the Van Halens by texting.”

Roker, who then turned his phone off, seemed
to have better etiquette than “30 Rock™ star
Baldwin, who was bounced from a flight last
month for unleashing his rage on a flight atten-
dant who asked him to put his phone away.

While the situation was uncomfortable,
*There was literally not an ounce of rock star
bullbleep,” a spy said of Alex, “But his wile was
oaking a big deal complaining about it.”

A rep for Van Halen told us the band “couldn’t
be reached ™ NBC declined to comment.
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his family . .. BETHENNY Fran-
kel dming with 12 friends and

Sightings . . .

JUSTIN Bieber, after perform-
ing in Times Square, at his own
New Year's bash at The Ains-
worth with Selena Gomez and

husband Jason Hoppy at PH-D at
the Dream Downtown on the Eve
... BLAKE Lively, Heldi Klum,
Brooklyn Decker and Molly

Kashing in with a glossy

THERE'S no ¢nd to the Kardashian empire’s ambition. Sources say
the reality attention-grabbers, perhaps because of negative publicity
after Kim's ill-fated marriage, now want to lead their own coverage
and are close to landing a deal with American Media Inc., which owns
Star, The National Enguirer and Shape, to launch a glossy dedicated to
the family. “This is a Kardashian idea,” a source sniﬂ “They have been
reaching out o several media outlets.” We hear the girls plan to be
heavily involved editorially. Kris Jenner won't be editor-in-
chief, but will certainly be pulling the strings. Some

sy the mag could launch as soon as spring. "Now
the Kardashians can spin their own stories in
print,” a competitor sniped. Others say the mag
will be more of a fanzine devoted to the family.
AM] launched Reality Weekly, a magazine de-
voted to reality TV, with Victoria Gotti as edi-
tor. Some suspect the Kardashian will be

similar to Kim's celebuzz blog. which is packed
with family ha ngs and plugs for sponsors.
AMI and aKmé:T;m;n rep declined to comment.

NEW YORK POST

_App Store

iPad App,

Available on the 4

&S, |

Sims sporting Theodora & Cal-
Jum's limited-edition Orange
Multi Navajo Blanket Scarf to ben-
efit the Child Mind Institute ...
“PARKS and Recreation” star
Aziz Ansarl, Momofuku'’s David
Chang and Phillip Lim at Red
Egg’s “No Tickets and No Losers”
bash ... JIM Chanos ordering
Champagne at a VIP table at Mi-
ami’s Wall Lounge on the Eve.

Hookah habit

SHAQUILLE O'Neal has taken
his hookah-loving ways to the is-
lands. The former NBA star was
spotted yesterday at Bamboo Ber-
nies on St. Maarten, puffing away,
having relocated from the Viceroy
Hotel on Anguilla, where he
hosted a New Year’s Eve blowout.

In November, the big man was
spotted heading into New York’s
Babylon Hookah Lounge three
nights in a row, after reportedly
being rejected by a doorman at
Mars 2112 for dressing in jeans.
“He was the genie in ‘Kazaam, so I
guess he likes it,” said a spy.

Warmed by love

ASHLEE Simpson (above
couldn’t handle the cold at the
Bridgestone NHL Winter Classi(
on Monday night in Philadelphi:
between the Rangers and the Fly
ers, She was at the outdoor even
at Citizens Bank Park with he:
beau, “Boardwalk Empire” acto
Vincent Piazza, and spies said by
was warming her up throughou
the game. "He was hugging her :
lot, and would take her inside t
an elevator bank during intermis
sion. But she was a trouper,” a wit
ness reports.
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Cuomo thinks big

8 laid out in' his second State of the State
speech, none had more wow than put-
ting the world's biggest convention cen
terat Aqueduct Racetrack

The proposed 3.8 million-square-foot facility -
to be built on state land with $4 billion in private
money — would create thousands of jobs, boost
New York City's status as a tourist magnet and
make far better use of a grossly underused proper-
tyastone's throw from Kennedy Airport

As a further plus, Cuomo would couple thal
project with a full-scale redevelopment of the 18-
acre site of the Javits Convention Center — further
catalyzing the rebirth of Manhaitan’s West Side

The convention center upgrade was the center-
piece of a speech brimming with smart ideas - in-
cluding asecond year of fiscal responsibility

Cuomo renewed a pledge to hold the growth of
the state budget to no more than 2% — and to close
a projected $2 billion deficit strictly with spend-
ingcuts, not more taxes and fees Holding Lo those
goals would mark an importat step toward
shrinking abloaled state government
Also welcome is his commitment to stem the spi-
raling cost of public employee pensions — which
would deliver huge savings for taxpayers without
touching current employees’ generous benefits
Deservedly in Cuomo's cross hairs is an inade-
quale public school system that's first in the na-
tion in spending but 38th in graduation rates If
his proposed reform commission seriously tack-

{*% {the many ambitious plans Gov Cuome

lesthat challenge — as Cuomo says it will — he will
score his biggest accomplishment to date

Also good to hear was his push for collecting
DNA samples from all convicied criminals and a
campaign finance reform plan that’s suitably cau-
liousabout entrusting politicians with tax dollars.

Even those skeptical of expanding casino gam-
bling, including this page. must acknowledge that
gaming is here and needs betler management
Cuomo's plan for recognizing that reality via con-
stitutionalamendment is at least worth debating.

No item on his agenda holds greater potential
benefit to the city than the proposed convention
center. Although details remain sketchy, New
York has Jong needed a modern facility to attract
large shows Javits cannot accommodate.

Further development al Aqueduct is needed —
to ensure the new video lottery casino becomes a
destination rather than simplya local haunt

The fact that the casino operators think they
can raise $4 billion speaks volumes about their
hopes for the project and sends a welcome signal
that taxpayers won't be on the hook.

Meanwhile, Cuomo says he'll replace Javits
with a mix of commercial, residential and culture

space on the model of Battery Park City — which .

promises a wonderful addition to the West Side

An agenda half as grand would be dismissed as
pie in the sky from virtually any other official. But
Cuomo eamned a reputation for delivering on big
promises hisrookie year. New York hasreason to
anticipate he will make good again

Getting real on Romney

colf not al Mitt Romney's margin of eight
voles over surging-just-in-time challenger
i, Rick Santorum. Romney won lowa and
4, with it an impressive start at the poll_s 1o-
ward the GOPy Ine
The former Massachusetts govemnor has run a
disciplined, highly organized campaign ~ more
than can be said for the rest of the shrinking field
Bye-bye toill-prepared Michele Bachmann
Condolences 1o Newt Gingrich, who marches
on toward doom with characteristically distaste-
ful petulance. Prepare for a rest for Rick Perry,
who has yel to accept that the rodeo is over. And,
go away, Ron Paul, and take your loony no-gov-
ernment, no-foreign-policy platform with you
Conventional wisdom has it that by process of
climination, Romney is becoming the go-to guy
for a party whose members prefer someone with
cerlain conservative credentials. Someone, they
believe, unlike once-pro-choice Romney, author
ofahealthinsurance plan much like Ob are

takes hold — provided Romney continues to cam-
paign with the same discipline and eflectiveness
His rivals are now throwing all they've got
against him. By withstanding the blasts in New
Hampshire and South Carolina, Romney will
break through the ceiling of support that has kept
himin the low to mid-20s in the polls
Whichdon’t countfrom here onin. Votesdo
Meanwhile, former Pennsylvania senator San-
torum is the flavor of this turn of the electoral
wheel Give him credit for that. He earned his rise
by long, hard. person-to-person work in lowa,
where a substantial segment of the population is
concerned about abortion, gay marriage and oth-
erissues on the social conservative agenda
Santorum is with them, and they responded
Elsewhere, he’ll have more difficulty harvesting a
similarly sized bloc. He has comparatively litile
organization and money and has yet to craft a
strong economic message or demonstrate the

This search for ideological purity is, in a word,
nuts. And there is every reason to believe that
foolishness will come to an end as pragmatism

8 1t chops to occupy the Oval Office.
Nor has he withstood the slings, arrows and at-
tack ads now sure to come, filled with opposition
research from a decade and a halfin Congress

Freeze frame

ne ol America’s proudest companies - a
ploneer whose innovalions opened &
world of wonder and employed genera-
tons of New Yorkers - isdving.
Founded in 1881 as the Eastman Dry
Plate Co. and headquartered in upstate Roches-
ter, Kodak hasfallen victim to creative destruction
Digilal imaging and wireless communications
have eclipscd the scientific wonders that made
the campany great, Though bursting with assets, a

trove of patents and thousands of brilliant em-
ployeesamong them. Kodak lost the cutting edge
ltbecame a company of yesterday, not tomorrow.

The U.S. and New York need to grow forward-
leaning enterprises, not mourn the loss of great-
ness past. Someday soon, a new New York City
technology campus run by Cornell and Tech-
nion-lsrael Institute of Technology will set out to
plantthe seeds of the Kodaks of tomorrow

That cannot happen soon enough.
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Bus drivers and
motormen: The real
environmentalists

s negotiations betwoen

the MTA and the Trans-

port Workers Union go in-

1o their final week before

the old contract expires,
there’s no guarantee what will
happen comelan 15.

But one thing is for centain: If
you wanted to find some of the
greenest workers on the conti-
nent, look no farther than the
cify’s subway tunnels and bus
lanes,

When we think about “green
jobs,” we usually imagine the
(former) employees of Solyndra,
or people putting up solar panels
in the Mojave Desert or building
giant windmills in the Dakotas
And those will help, some, (o less-
en America’s drain on energy re-
sources. When visitors think
about New York and the environ-
ment, maybe it's the
Greenmarket at
Union Square thal
comes to mind - an
awfully nice place to
spend your money

But the real rea-
sons that New York is
the greenest place on
the continent are
more humble. For
one thing, New York-
ers live in smaller
homes and  apart-
ments that take less
energy 1o heat and
cool and light. What
really sets city dwellers apart.
however, is the lack of cars in the
driveway (or, in most of the city,
the lack of a driveway at all). New
Yorkers get chouffeur service -
mostly not an fong black town
cars. but even longer silver ones
onthe subway.

Forgel the EPA: 1l you want to
understand what real fuel savings
look like, consider the IND and
the IRT and the BMT. The aver-
age Vermonter, living amid the
woods in a state we think of as
ecologically sensitive, uses 540
gallons of gas a year; the average
Manhattanite uses less than -90
The last time all of America was at
thatlevel was in the 1920s and we
were drivingModel Ts

Tree-hugging
Vermonters
use far more
energy than
pavement- o
pounding
New Yorkers

BEOURGUEST

BY BILL McKIBBEN

New York’s transit system, like
its water system, is one of the plan-
et's great wonders The Metropoli-
tan Transportation Authority ac-
counts for fully one third of all
transit passenger miles in the U.S.
And in many ways, it's a mode] of
efficiency, with the lowest cost
per passenger trip, the second-
lowest cost per hour of service,
and the second-lowest cost per
passenger mile,

But what about the drivers, the
men and women who spend their
days peering down the dark tun-
nels or crisscrossing midiown?
They have the second-highest la-
bor productivity of any big transit
system in the country: They're al-
most twice as productive as, say.
their counterpans on
the Atlanta metro sys-
tem.

Their unionis pret-
ty green, too: The
TWU! last year helped
lead the fight againsl
the climate-wrecking
Keystone  Pipeline,
joining  with every-
from  Nalive
American chiefs 10
Nebraskn ranchers in
what  became  the
yeur's defining envi
ronmental fight

The irony is, be-
cause the subway is noisy and the
tunnels are grimy. and because it's
been there a very long time, we
rarely think of just how environ-
mentally shiny it s, But it will be
decades before the windmills and
solar panels add up to the energy
savings that the subways and bus-
es — and men and women who op-
erate them ~ have produced.

Sowhen you think about “envi-
ronmentalists,” don'l imagine
some guy standing on a mountiin-
top looking into the wilderness
Think instead of thal motorman
leaning out the window to make
sure the doors are closed and the
traincan go,

McKibbenis founder of the global
climate campaign 350.0rg.
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Cuomo thinks big

my ambitious plans Gov. Cuomo
-in his second State of the State
none had more wow than put-
world’s biggest convention cen-
jueduct Racetrack.
3.8 million-square-foot facility —
te land with $4 billion in private
create thousands of jobs, boost
i stalus as a tourist magnet and
se of a grossly underused proper-
from Kennedy Airport.
lus, Cuomo would couple that
I-scale redevelopment of the 18-
its Convention Center — further
iirth of Manhattan’s West Side.
n center upgrade was the center-
brimming with smart ideas — in-
vear offiscal responsibility.
:d a pledge to hold the growth of
ynomorethan 2% —andto close
lion deficit strictly with spend-
taxesand fees. Holding to those
rk an important step toward
:dstate government.
s his commitment to stem the spi-
lic employee pensions — which
ie savings for taxpayers without
:mployees’ generous benefits.
>uomo’s cross hairs is an inade-
ol system that’s first in the na-
but 38th in graduation rates. If
rm commission seriously tack-

lesthat challenge —as Cuomo says it will — he will
score his biggest accomplishment to date.

Also good to hear was his push for collecting
DNA samples from all convicted criminals and a
campaign finance reform plan that’s suitably cau-
tiousabout entrusting politicians with tax dollars.

Even those skeptical of expanding casino gam-
bling, including this page, must acknowledge that
gaming is here and needs better management,
Cuomo’s plan for recognizing that reality via con-
stitutional amendment is at least worth debating.

No item on his agenda holds greater potential
benefit to the city than the preposed convention
center. Although details remain sketchy, New
York has long needed a modern facility to attract
large shows Javits cannot accommodate.

Further development at Aqueduct is needed —
to ensure the new video loltery casino becomes a
destination rather thansimplyalocal haunt.

The fact that the casino operators think they
can raise $4 billion speaks volumes about their
hopes for the project and sends a welcome signal
that taxpayers won't be on the hook,

Meanwhile, Cuomo says he’ll replace Javits
with a mix of commercial, residential and culture
space on the model of Battery Park City — which
promises awonderful addition to the West Side.

An agenda half as grand would be dismissed as
picin the sky from virtually any other official. But
Cuomo earned a reputation for delivering on big
promises hisroolie year. New York has reason to
anticipate he willmake good again,

iting real on Romney

Mitt Romney’s margin of eight
surging-just-in-time challenger
srum. Romney won Iowa and
mpressive start at the polls to-
OPpresidential nomination.
ssachusetts governor has run a
" organized campaign — more
‘therest of the shrinking field.
epared Michele Bachmann.
Newt Gingrich, who marches
7ith characteristically distaste-
sare for a rest for Rick Perry,
:ptthat the rodeo is over, And,
. and take your loony no-gov-
n-policy platform with you.
isdom has it thal by process of
1ey is becoming the go-to guy
nembers prefer someone with
ve credentials. Someone, they
‘e-pro-choice Romney, author
:eplanmuch like Obamacare.
deological purity is, in a word,
every reason to believe that
me to an end as pragmatism

takes hold — provided Romney continues to cam-
paign with the same discipline and effectiveness,
His rivals are now throwing all they've got
against him. By withstanding the blasts in New
Hampshire and South Carolina, Romney will
brealk through the ceiling of support that has kept
himin the lowtomid-20sin the polls.
Which don’t count from here on in. Votes do,
Meanwhile, former Pennsylvania senator San-
torum is the flavor of this turn of the electoral
wheel. Give him credit for that. He earned his rise
by long, hard, person-to-person work in lowa,
where a substantial segment of the population is
concerned about abortion, gay marriage and oth-
erissues on the social conservative agenda.
Santorum is with them, and they responded.
Elsewhere, he’ll have more difficulty harvesting a
similarly sized bloe. He has comparatively little
organization and money and has yet to craft a
strong economic message or demonstrate the
management chops to occupy the Oval Office.
Nor has he withstood the slings, arrows and at-
tack ads now sure to come, filled with opposition
research from a decade and a halfin Congress.

Freeze frame

cica’s proudest companies — a
‘hose innovations opened a
'onder and employed genera-
w Yorkers —isdying.

1in 1881 as the Eastman Dry
quartered in upstate Roches-

1 eHmM tn croatitre dandbeeadian

trove of patents and thousands of brilliant em-
ployeesamong them, Kodak lost the cutting edge.
Itbecame a company of yesterday, not tomorrow,

The U.S. and New York need to grow forward-
leaning enterprises, not mourn the loss of great-
ness past. Someday soon, a new New York City

Bus drivers and
motormen: The real
environmentalists

S negotiations between
the MTA and the Trans-
port Workers Union go in-
to their final week before
the old contract expires,
there’s no guarantee what will
happencomeJan. 15,

But one thing is for certain: If

you wanted to find some of the
greenest workers on the conti-
nent, look no farther than the
city’s subway tunnels and bus
lanes.

When we think about “green
jobs,” we usually imagine the
(former) employees of Solyndra,
or people putting up solar panels
in the Mojave Desert or building
giant windmills in the Dakotas.
Andthose will help, some, to less-
en America’s drain on energy re-
sources. When visitors think
about New York and the environ-
ment, maybe it’s the

BE OUR GUEST

BY BILL McKIBBEN

New York’s transit system, like
its water system, is one of the plan-
et’s great wonders. The Metropoli-
tan Transportation Authority ac-
counts for fully one third of all
transit passenger miles in the U.S.
And in many ways, it's a model of
efficiency, with the lowest cost
per passenger trip, the second-
lowest cost per hour of service,
and the second-lowest cost per
passenger mile.

But what about the drivers, the
men and women who spend their
days peering down the dark tun-
nels or crisscrossing midtown?
They have the second-highest la-
bor productivity of any big transit
system in the country: They're al-
most twice as productive as, say,

their counterparts on

Greenmarket at - 1 the Atlanta metro sys-
Union Square that Tree hUggmg tem. v
comes to mind — an Their union is pret-
awfully nice place to Vermontel’s ty green, too: pThe
spend your money. TWU last year helped

But the real rea-  |IS@ far MOF®  1cad the fight against
sons that New York is

the greenest place on
the continent are
more humble. For
one thing, New York-
ers live in smaller
homes and apart-
ments that take less
energy to heat and
cool and light. What
really sets city dwellers apart,
however, is the lack of cars in the
driveway (or, in most of the city,
thelack of a driveway at all). New
Yorkers get chauffeur service —
mostly not in long black town
cars, but even longer silver ones
onthe subway.

Forget the EPA: If you want to
understand what real fuel savings
look like, consider the IND and
the IRT and the BMT. The aver-
age Vermonter, living amid the
woods in a state we think of as
ecologically sensitive, uses 540
gallons of gas a year; the average
Manhattanite uses less than -90.
Thelasttime all of America was at
that level was in the 1920s and we
were driving Model Ts.

energy than
pavement- one fom
pounding
New Yorkers

the climate-wrecking
Keystone Pipeline,
joining with every-
Native
American chiefs to
Nebraska ranchers in
what became the
year’s defining envi-
ronmental fight,

The irony is, be-
cause the subway is noisy and the
tunnelsare grimy, and because it’s
been there a very long time, we
rarely think of just how environ-
mentally shiny it is. But it will be
decades before the windmills and
solar panels add up to the energy
savings that the subways and bus-
es —and men and women who op-
erate them — have produced.

So when you think about “envi-
ronmentalists,” don’t imagine
some guy standing on a mountain-
top looking into the wilderness.
Think instead of that motorman
leaning out the window to make
sure the doors are closed and the
traincan go.

McKibbenis founder ofthe giobal
climate campaign 350.0rg.
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New York Stands Tall

ake pride, New York.

Your unrivaled generosity — and
deep devotion to those who put their
lives on the line to protect a great city

— are legendary.

No surprise, then, that donations to the
Peter Figoski Scholarship Fund reached
$2,076,065 yesterday.

This speaks volumes about the value
New Yorkers place on the
lives of their police officers
— and the family members
of those who make the ulti-
mate sacrifice.

Last month, Officer Peter
Figoski, sadly, was among
those who have paid that
price. He was fatally shot
while responding to a home
invasion in Brooklyn.

The New York Post and the
New York City Police Foun-
dation Jaunched the fund to
ensure that his four daugh-
ters — Christine, 19, an undergrad at SUNY
Oneonta; Caitlyn, 18, a SUNY Plattsburgh
undergrad; and Caroline, 16, and Corinne,
14, high-school students in West Babylon,
LI — could pay for their higher education.

New Yorkers came through.

Just yesterday, for example, Fairway Mar-
ket held a special fund-raiser, donating 10
percent of all sales between 3 p.m. and 10
p.m. at three of its stores — in Red Hook,

=
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Brooklyn, Douglaston, Queens, and Plain-
view, LI

The proceeds helped push the fund well
past the $2 million mark — an achievement
that should make every New Yorker proud
to stand up and say so.

The Post is certainly proud to have part-
nered with the Police Foundation to make
this milestone a reality for the girls.

And we're delighted that
so many New Yorkers
opened their hearts and gave
what they could on behalf of
this worthy cause.

New Yorkers know that an
attack on a New York City
police officer is, at bottom,
an attack on the rule of law
itself — indeed, upon civili-
zation.

It wasn't all that long ago
that New Yorkers had real
reason to wonder whether the
social contract would hold.

Nobody wants to walk that path again —
but if it were not for brave officers like Fi-
goski, there would be no alternative.

The stunning success of the Peter Figoski
Scholarship Fund underscores the funda-
mental decency of New Yorkers.

‘We only hope it provides his daughters a
measure of comfort — and conveys New
York’s sincere appreciation for their dad’s
profound sacrifice.

The Boot for Vito Ally

ousted a key political ally of Assemblyman

Vito Lopez as head of his powerful Ridge-
wood-Bushwick social-services empire.

As The Post’s David Seifman reported
yesterday, City Hall ordered that CEO
Christiana Fisher give up her job by Jan. 15,
or Ridgewood-Bushwick will lose $69 mil-
lion in city contracts.

Fine. But what took so long?

Back in 2010, after all, then-Gov. David
Paterson froze all of Ridgewood-Bush-
wick’s state funding — even as the city kept
the cash spigot flowing.

And that’s on top of hundreds of thou-
sands funneled each year to the network by
City Council Speaker Christine Quinn and
other Lopez allies through the dubious
member-item system.

And in addition to a similar amount of
state funds approved by the Economic De-
velopment Council last month.

The new move comes on the heels of a
city Department of Investigation report al-
leging that Fisher “recreated” supposedly
missing documents to justify her outra-
geous $782,000 compensation package for
fiscal 2009 — more than double what she'd
received the year before.

Fisher, who is Lopez's campaign treasurer,
also approved a $343,000 pay package for
Ridgewood-Bushwick housing director An-
gela Battaglia — Lopez’ longtime girlfriend.

Though Lopez, who doubles as Brooklyn
Democratic boss, no longer has official ties

I t’s long overdue, but City Hall has finally

to the empire he founded 40 years ago, it
still serves as his power base and has a $120
million annual budget — virtually all of it
public money from one source or another.

Besides demanding Fisher's ouster, the
city is also requiring other reforms, based
on the DOI report.

But nothing less than a wholesale house-
cleaning — one that severs all of Lopez’
ties — will be enough.

After all, it's not as if Ridgewood-Bush-
wick is doing such a bang-up job: As The
Post reported last summer, the city Depart-
ment of Aging rated it so low (among the
20 worst of 440 vendors) that it was barred
from bidding on a contract to run 10 new
senior centers.

Granted, member-item cash — on both
the state and city level — accounts for only
a tiny part of its annual budget. But Ridge-
wood-Bushwick didn’t start out as a social-
service empire — it was nurtured over the
decades by the politically corrupt handout
system and allowed to mushroom.

It’s a system to which Legislators are so
addicted that Quinn stubbornly refuses to
strip Councilman Larry Seabrook of his
$350,000 in funds — even as he awaits re-
trial on charges of corruption specifically
related to such member items.

She says the verification system now in
place ensures that “the money is scrubbed
thoroughly.”

Maybe so — but it's the taxpayers who
are still getting hosed.

@nypost.com

Overpaid Bus Drivers
— or Pawns of the MTA?

eThanks to The Post,
New Yorkers know why
that bus they were wait-
ing for in 14-degree tem-
peratures flew right by
them without stopping
(“Under the Bus, NY.”
Editorial, Jan. 4).

It wasn't personal. The
driver’s queen was being
threatened by a bishop
back at the depot.

The MTA needs to put
TWU Local 100 Presi-
dent John Samuelsen
and the TWU in check.

Ray Arroyo
Westwood, NJ

oIt would be nice if The
Post put as much time
and effort going after
rich criminals as you do
going after Local 100
members.

The Post and the rich
would just like to see
civil-service jobs be-
come day-laborer jobs,
with no pensions, no
benefits and no future
for families. Just the rich
getting richer with no
criminal consequences.

James Panzo
Brooklyn

eYou tell half of the
facts. The MTA is the
one responsible for the
extended shifts for its
drivers.

It decided it was less
expensive for them to
have two shifts of driv-
ers with a 12-hour shift
than it was to run three
shifts of eight hours,
even during down times
of the day.

The MTA now has less
drivers than ever before.
Stop vilifying public
workers for doing their
jobs and collecting a fair
wage. M. Anrade

Brooklyn

eDrivers being paid is
par for the MTA course.

But the public’s also
ill-affected by the MTA's
holiday-week schedules.
There are longer waits
for buses, and the MTA
doesn’t properly inform
riders.

THE ISSUE: Bus drivers who played chess on the job
because of service cuts during the holidays.

The MTAs a rogue
agency that’s unchecked
and heartless.

John Brindisi
Manhattan

eThe TWU and people
like Samuelsen are ex-
actly what is wrong for
this city and country.

These people, and the
majority of the unions
throughout the country,
do not care whether they
bankrupt their cities.

You don’t have to look
that far to see the effects
of unions. Detroit, once
robust with industrial
jobs, is pretty much a
ghost town.

Unions are like lo-
custs, They come in, eat
everything until it's
gone, and then move on
to the next town to de-
plete its resources.

Stewart Lara
Manhattan

e Why do municipal em-
ployees of all stripes feet
that they are the ones
being picked on? If noth-
ing else, they are the
ones excluded from this
horrendous recession.

They don’t have to
worry about profits pay-
ing for their generous
salaries and insane bene-
fits because all the
bosses have to do is sim-
ply raise another fee or
raise another tax.

The city should get out

of the bus business and
sell the entire bus sys-
tem to a private investor.

Like any other corpo-
ration, the owner could
hire whomever it wants
and pay its employees
whatever il wishes.

No one is holding a
gun to the heads of these
union guys. 1f they don't
like the job, they can
quit. Steve Hagendorf

New City

eSpend just one day in
our seat, and tell us how
easy we have it.

Because some genius
in management decides
to cul service when the
city is bustling with
tourists, we are sup-
posed to cut our salary
in hal(? Apply that the-
ory to any other industry
and sce what you come
up with. S. Whelan

Staten Island

e There is 2 way oul from
“Under the Bus, NY.”

In 1953, the old Board
of Transportation passed
control of the municipal
subway system, includ-
ing all its assets, to the
newly created New York
City Transit Authority.

Under Gov. Rocke-
feller in the 1960s, the
Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority was
created.

Within the 1953 agree-
ment between the city
and NYC Transit is an
escape clause. The city
has the right to take con-
trol of its assets, which
include the subway and
most of the bus system.

If others feel they
could do a better job
running the nation’s
largest subway and bus
system, including avoid-
ing fare hikes, reduc-
tions in service and pay-
ing employees for doing
nothing, step up to the
plate. Lamy Penner

Greal Neck
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Unions Sue State To
Block Big Increase In
Retiree Health Costs

Claim It Creates Unfair
Burden, Raising Rates
As Much As 20%

By MARK TOOR

A coalition of state public-employee
umions filed a lawsoit in Federal court
lust week seeking to stop Governor
Cuomo from impoesing an inerease in
health-insurance premiums on re-
tired workers,

“What the Cuomo administration is
trying to do i pull the rug out from
under state retiress, many of whom
planned their retirements based on
when they felt they could afford o re-
tive,” said Ken Brynien, president of
the Public Employees Federation,
“These decisions were based on a
iromise and expectation of what thoir
Ill.‘:l]lh‘il'ﬂ‘il.il’ﬂllf,‘i‘ costs would be.
Changing the rules after the fuet is
autrght wrong.”

Unions: It’s Nlegal

The unions say it is illegal to raise
rates bevond the level oullined in the
contract that was in effool when an
employes retived. One union, United
Unwversity Profossions, said it con-
tract specifically prohibits increasing
bonlth costs for retivens,

The administration, which nesds to
respond in court within 0 month, says
that what it 1= doing is logal, and that
the state has raisod retiree contribu-
tions in the past.

Retirees have lang contributed 10
pereent of the coxt of individual cover.
oge and 25 porcent of costs for fnmly
coverage. (This means their actusal

(Continued on Page 9)

Will Extend Jan. 15 Deadline
TWU Won’t Force Issue
As Pact’s End Approaches

By SARAH DORSEY
When Transport Workers Union Lo+
cal 100 leaders sit down for their first
official contract discussion with the
Metropolitan Transportation Author-
ity shortly after New Year's Day, ne-
gotistors will be under no hard-and-
fast deadline to complete talks by tha
Jan. 15 expiration date of the current
wage pact,
¢ local's executive board voted in
November to extend that deadline, giv-
ullg lém union some hmi;ming rnor:_:
that became particular portant af-
ter arbitrators Dac. 13lgmlm with the
pattern wage increases set n Local
100 previous contract by giving an-
other RITA union, TWU Local 252, no
raise for the final of its coniract.
The union board’s decision requires
that an impasse be declired in order
for the matter to enter arbitration,
rather than being triggered by any
particular date.

Bome Progress Made

A Local 100 spokesman said discus-
sions with the MTA have so far been
productive on some departmental is-
kues, such as job picks and work loca-
tions. The union wants workers to be
able to pick their own vacation days,
rather than having them rolled into
one pre-arranged schedule. The MTA
has uleo shown willingness to work

with TWU on improving esnditions:

for femule employess, the representa-
tive said, Workers have demuanded
better acceas to bathroom fucilities
and bresks for women,

JOHN SAMUELSEN: Will
keep talking if contract lapses.

Lacal 252, which represents move

than 700 employees of Long Island
Bus, had been working under an ex.
pired contract sinee April 15, 2009,
Arbitrators acknowledged that settle-
ments betwesn the A and Local
100, which represents most of the
agem:r)l"a employees, have traditional-
Iy had an important impact on the
contracts of MTA workers represant-
ed by other unions or TWU Jocals,
Still, the decision broke with the
pattern established in Local 100% 1nat
agreement, known as the “Zuccotti

(Continued on Page 12)

How PBA Eases Deaths’ Aftermath
‘We Do What We Can
To Get Them Through’

By MARK TOOR

The sea of officers who filled the
streets at the church for the funeral
of Police Officer Poter J. Figoski came
out to show their regard for the slain
officer, and to bolster his family as
well, said the president of the Patrol-
man’s Benevolent iation.

*It was the larqeal ftmar&l Pve ovar

sann ™ Dadeial 1T 1.

ily needs done will be taken care of”
This starts with getting relotives 1o
the Iu}agag Mr. Lynch said. In the
caso o cer Figosks, ments
were made for State Police hv‘i::opmrs
to pick up the two eldest of his four
daughters ul their colleges upstate, fly
them separately to the Albany airpori,
and put them on o State Police ;‘Lm

S6OM Ar Risk for City
Teacher Unions P
To Accept New

By DAVID SIMS

School districts around the state
could Jose millions in Federal school-
improvement, grants if agreements
were nol reached with unions on
Teacher evaluntion by the end of the
year, State BEducation Commissioner
dohn King threatened.

New York State United Toachers hit
back ar the warning, accusing the
Commissioner of engaging in “an ar-
bitrary exercise of brinksmanship™
and saving districts needed *a reason-
able mxtenzion of time Lo construct
quality evaluations that support

wacher development.”

New Ratings, Mentor Incentive

New York City would lose $60 mil-
lion earmarked for 33 struggling
schools if it failed to formalize an
agreement on Teacher evaluations
mude in July with the United Feder-
nlion of Teachers, That agreement
called for & d-ealegory system that
rites Teachora highly effective, affae-
five, developing or ineffoctive, and
would pay certain Teachers more
money if they seérved as mentors for
others in their achools.

Nige other districts in the gate are
also al rink. A lack of funding eould hit
the jobs of the “Master Toachers™ hired
le mentor their co-workers, as thieir
salaries are paid for with Federal funds.

“These funds are targeted to help
troubled schools. The last thing the
students need is to Tose resources be.
cause the adults who run those
schools won't fulfil] their responsibil-
ities,” Mr. King said in a Dec E? state:
ment. “The clock 18 ticking, When the
ball drops at midnight on New Year's
Eve, the money drops off the table,
and it will be diffienlt to get it back ”
At the time this newspaper went to
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. 28 press conference that the Department of Ed-
colloct on millions in Medicaid reimbursements
bilities, “This is one bill that the Federal Govern-
and able to pay, and yet DOE has collected only
etween 2004 and 2010, he said. ‘The result is that
been picking up the bill, and that is simply un-
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Pressure Unions On
Teacher Evaluations

(Continued from Page 1)

compel a speedy agrésment. “The TS,
Department of Education recognizes
the challénges in getting the evalua-
tion system right and has offered
states waivers to provide the necessary
additional time to complete this com-
plex work,” the union gaid.

Why Not Seek a Waiver?

“At least 14 states have received
these waivers,” it continued. “SED’s
refusal to support local school dis-
tricts with a waiver request is -
cially dizsappointing given the f[act
that in July, SED sought and was
E:untud a Federal waiver on its own

half to give the agency more time o
meet Raoce 1o the Top deadlines.”

Negotiations over the evaluations
have been drawn-out and strained,
with NYSUT suning in July ovar the
direction of a statewide system and in
November rolling out its own model
for assessing Teachers, which it said
was more collaborative,

In October, the UFT complained to
the Department of Education that
Principals were already using the
agreed-upon framework to rate
Teuchers, even though the system had
not yet been formalized.

Because the evaluation system was
ngpmvad by the Siate Legislature in
2010 a8 part of the city's Race to the
Top apphication, negotiations have to
continue or the unions will he break-
ing state law. But UFT Secretary
Michael Mendel said in his October
letter that the “abuses” of the system
were slowing down progress.

Helping Cop Families Cope

(Continued from Page 1)

“You're now part of the NYPD family,
and we will do whatever we can to get
you through this”

Aid in Blocking Parole

This relationship goes on for years
through shared dinners, vacations and
more, he said. When the killers of po-
lice afficers come up for le, ha
said, the union helps the family pre-
pare victim-impact statements that
anmum:ihe parole board to keep
them behind bars. Mr. Lynch said the
union is working on defeating a parole
bid by Herman Bell, who was convict-
ed of murdering Police Officers Joseph
A, Piagentini and Waverly D. Jones in
1871 by shooting them from behind.

Describing the Figoskis, Mr. Lynch
said, “They were a strong family. ey
say the apple doesn't fall far from the
tree. .. Those daughters, the parents,
the entire family were struck with the
worst news they could pmih&v ot
What I found was stiffened their
back, they stiffened their upper li
and they walked through this terrible

rocess with grace. And [ think that

o Pl brothor Brian,

car ral was
retired from Transit District 32, which
covers some af the same East New York
ares that the slain officer patrolled for
the 76th Precinet, Mr. Lynch said.

‘A Cop's Cop’

He called Officer Fi i "a cop's
cop,” describing how he responded to
a call from a woman who was having
problems dealing with her teenage
danghter. "Peter took the time to stop
and say, The streets have nothing for
you. Be a part of this family, listan to
your mother, and you'll have a future,
And it worked.® Mr. Lynch quoted the
girl as saying after the shooting:
"“They killed my police officer’ That
was the bond he had with the people
he worked with. .. He was a police of-
ficer who could say, ‘1 had an effect.””

Union officials and the NYPD, par-

Murder, Fire Deaths

(Continued from Page 2)

UCT, dispute those arrival times, be-
cauge they don't account for the length
of the 911 calls themselves, which the
unions say have grown under the
UCT. They nlso charge that the system
leads to mistakes because dispatchers
aren't as familiar with fire de
ment protocols or the details of local
naghborhood geographies.

Ambulanes response times to seri-
ous calls were also the fastest on
record in 2011, at 6 minutes and 31
seconds. And ":':‘ﬁriws; fires have t]f
come searcer, falling 15 pereant in the
last docade. Mr. Cassano credited the
6,000 fire safely events the FDNY
hald last year.

PETER J. FIGOSKI: PBA re-
pays hond he had with people.’

ticularly the Employee Relations De-

t, warked togelher seaniless.
y to help the family, Mr. ch said.
Officer Figoski was posthumously
promoted to Detective First Grade in
arder to increase the amount of bene-
fits his family would receive.

In addition to working with the
family, Mr. Lynch said, the PBA has a
responsibility to monitor the crimi-
nal-justice system as it deals with the
suspects. At the press conference an-
nouncing the indictment of the al-
leged shooter, Lamont Pride, and four
co-defendants, he stood at the podium
along with Brooklyn District Attorney
Charles J. Hynes and Police Commis-
sioner Raymond W. Kelly.

He said PBA members attanded the
arraignment and will attend the trials.
This sends n message to the criminal el-
ement: “When you atlack one of us, you
attack all of ue And we don't forget.”

“It was Peter today,” Mr. Lynch said,
“but it could have been any of us”™

A TOUCHDOWN ACROSS THE RIVER: R
play S8anta Claus, but the young pediatric
tal weren’t complaining when New York -
(top right) accompanied by ex-Jet fullba

at the Brooklyn facility bearing gifts «

es Foundation Dec. 27.

A Model Paralega

(Continued from Page 5)

said. “She’s soft-spoken, and yet the
work gets dope, there's never any
question about that. She’s absolutely
a mode} employee.”

Ms. Dorner also heads the Law De-
partment’s Staff Quality of Life Com-
mittee, which she joined at its incep-
tion and became chair of in 2010. In
that role, she organizes conferences
and events for the department’s staff
centered on issues like planning re-
tirement, managing one’s finances,
and health awareness.

“That was really important to me,

TWU

(Continued from Page 1)

Award,” by denying Local 252 mem-
bers the 3-percent raise i 2011 that
the arbitration decision had provided.
Instead. they got only two years of 4-
percent incraases. In the Zuccotti de-
cision, announced in 2009, Local 100’s
members were awarded raises of four
percent, four percent and three per-
cent over three years.

Job Action Unlikely

The decision may make arbitration

a somewhat-less-attractive contin-
gx}:y for Local 100 President John
uelsen, who is negotiating his
firat contract. On the n:ﬁgr hand, the

damage done to the union by Ipﬁnsl-
tias for the three-day strike in Decem-
ber 20056 mukes a job action to pres-
sure the MTA unlikely,

Extend Contract Talks

The MTA argued that it couldn’t af-
ford wage increases for Local 252
members because shrunken revenues
require it to eliminate nearly $4 bil-
lion in expenses—one-third of its op-
erating budget—by 2016, Labor costs,
which make up two-thirds of that
hudget, hid to be a part of the cut, ne-
gutiators claimed. They further voted
that all management and non-repre-
sented employees endured three
years of wage freezes and said that it
was up to unmiomzed employvees to
make up the rest of the hudfcl gap.

Arbitrators preserved the work
rules the MTA sought to eliminate in-
c]udir%nllmving overtime pay for less
than hours’ work in a week and
payment of premioms rather than
Just base wages during paid leave
They deviated from the pattern sei by
Local 100's contract in E‘liliﬂg 1o give
Local 252 membears a shight reduction
in health-care contributions.
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Storm & strain

IN A PRE-DAWN fog that blanked Opening and closing the switch for the
southern Brooklyn, a transit workerbent  worlke train took 10 minutes. Defore
over a metal box and used a “crank han-  Sandy, it would have taken 10seconds.
dle” to move a switch so & work train "I'ne wheels are rolling, but we still
could proceed fromone track toanother.  have a lot of work to do,” said Wynton
The transit worker had to turn the Habersham, chiefelectrical officer for the
5-pound tool in a clockwise position subwaysystem.
about 20 times. About 75 feet away, an- The lingering effects of Sandy are per-

other worker thesame mdimenmz haps most starkly itlusirated in the Coney
balmam“;dmuurusdolthemitc i

Island yards, where about 1,800 subway

into plat:n:v.i m oper;g&n could e cammstondeachniﬂlg'm I

out in the early . Flooding damaged molor-
Mhu Mon mmﬂinm MTA  ized mm that allow staffers to re-
was firing up the sul i motely set a conirse for trains to move in,

For most riders, the subway seems to out and about the yard, As of Monday, 80
have recovered Rully from Hurrcane es were back in automatic service
Sandy, Behind the scenes, however, the  while 116 still needed to be operated by

is bacdly Pote Donohue

v Ty wie 1 hand.
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[ EGAT NoTicE — EGAL NOTICE

THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFPFICE OF THE MAYOR

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10007

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 218
EMERGENCY RE-OCCUPATION ORDER
January 14, 2013

—LEGALNOTICE

gﬂw e Ciy o Wiy :mmcu ion i o o period e i
i iy maticon remains in iod not lo excead
lhwduyaau:lll rescindued, mdmmmlhl: 31 i °

WHEREAS, @ savere storm hit New York City In Ociober, cousing heavy Rooding, power outages, and
disruption of public tronspariafion and other vital services; and

27, 2012,

WHEREAS, the recent etorm coused widespread domage to bulldings and Infrasiructure In Zone A, as
daﬂnedI:ytheOﬂIoeofErwgencyA{hrmgemenv,ondinotl\eraremphl\eCi'yousidaZoneA;

NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby ordered:

g1, The Office of Emergency M g Police Dep 1, Firs Dey Depariment of
Health ond Menta) Hygiena, Heelth ord Hospitals Carp r, Dopartment of 5  Dep of
‘l;imungﬁu?vmlmmd': hog dl: of Sanifalion, D of Buildings, Department of

MNew Yok Chy Housing Autherlty, Degartment of
and € Doy of Hemok , Department ol Comechion, Dapartment of Parks
m Depariment of Citywido Adminiatrotive mlﬁ.mumﬁffwwmw

Manegemant, Offics of Labor Relations, Schaol G ity, Deg Depariment
ok Information Tachnol Tel tment foe tha Aging, Department of Smoll Business
Servica, Dapartmant Cﬂmmuh&in.%offmhw’“ and Degartment of Cuhueal
Affolres, Taoi and L Ine Commission, and ather relevant dey and ogencles, are di d, by
end theough hamselvas ond cihers os needod, foriake wh ctivitios and ars need

2. & - at d and ! bulldings in Zane A, as defined by the Office of
Managemant, shall ke place in the following The Cammi of tha D\ ol
anhuﬁissue idelinas and directions for pution of buildings in the vorious portions of Zone
A guiddinesl‘dImminm.ilwmdhﬂﬁhﬂumnmhhmw
?&?I pl‘hmlu F Owners, rosid: e loyens of busl , ond other bers of the
i (oth s ' F | T Sorenpongh 1 ety

Idings In Zone A anly debacmi by the & of Buildings thol reeccupalion

The Commisskoner of Buiidings may olso (wsse guidelines and directions o the reeesbaion 1 permined.
d bulldings damng 'wmmﬁumwmﬁm&mm

§3. ThlsOvds-d\dlmkeeﬁeaimmedimaly. It sholl remaln in effect for five (5) nless it is terminoted
or modified ot an earlier date. 2 5 i o
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Slowdown showdown

MTA: Union’s safety concern bogus

By JENNIFER FERMINO
Transit Reporter

Your subway ride will soon get
a lot longer — thanks to the tran-
sit union.

10 & recent spate of
people killed on the s, the
Transport Workers Union has in-
structed subway-train operators
to slow down significantly when
entering stations.

But the MTA wasn't buying the
union’s concern — accusing it of
using the safety issue in order to
slow down trains.

Reducing service could give
the 35,000-member TWU Local
100 leverage in upcoming con-
tract talks with the MTA by
showing how much it could crip-
ple service if it doesn't get its

way.

The TWU, which went on an
illegal strike in 2005, hasn't had a
contract for a year.

Union brass distributed fliers
to train operators over the week-
end, giving them instructions on
how to reduce speed in order to
prevent subway deaths.

“Slow down, blow your homn
and proceed with caution,” the
flier reads.

“Preventing {an accident], and
saving yourself the emotional

Nowhere fast

A slower commute

= The ransit worers union's
= caution.” R, -

= That means ubw train opera- SLOWDOWN
10 ol down from the current30-to | BLOW YOUR
40-mph entry. HORN

e o whenamvisgumwam. | PROCEED
::m insists these WiTH

T st hove maases il CAUTION

trauma and potential loss of in-
come that go with it is worth a
few extra minutes on your trip.”
TWU officials  insist
slower trains could help prevent
subway deaths like the two re-
cent instances in which strap-
hangers were killed after being
shoved onto the tracks.

But in an e-mail to the unlon, a
top MTA negotiator warned the
TWU that its fliers, which have
gone up in crew rooms through-

out the system, could be con-
strued as an illegal protest.

“Any slowdowns in the system
which results from this activity
may be considered a job action,”
wrote Christopher Johnson, MTA
vice president of labor relations.

The state's or Law -
its the TWU from striking or
slowing down service as a

i toal, If the union does so,
it could be fined.

Subway operators currently en-

ter stations at about 30 to 40
mph. But TWU President John
Samuelsen, in a Jan. 9 letter to
MTA subway chief Tom Prender-
gast, Insisted that speed should
bedrastically reduced.

He said the MTA should “post
speed restrictions at the entrance
of every station reducing the al-
lowable speed to 10 mph.”

The MTA said doing that
would delay service for millions.

“If we would slow trains down
we'd have fewer trips, more
crowded trains and more
crowded platforms,” said MTA
spokesman Charles Seaton.

Entering at abnormally slow
speeds o disrupts signals,
causing a chain reaction of de-
lays throughout the system, he
said.

Any operator caught driving at
slower speeds would be disci-
plined, he said.

Riders are starting to notice.

*Tust leff R train motorman
clearly doing a rule book slow
down,” tweeted straphanger Bill
Mastro from Brooklyn yesterday
during the evening rush hour.

Samuelsen also wants the MTA
to install a customer-activated
light to alert train operators

en someone is on the tracks.
Jennifer.fermino@nypost.com




12

Tuesday, January 15, 2013

BRAKING BAD

BY PETE DONOHUE
NEWYORKDARLY NEWS
TRANSIT UNION bigs are tell-
ing motormen to.slow down as
they enter statians in the after-
math of two shocking subway
deaths - but the MTA has
warmned the directive may be
iltegal.

Motormen typically enter a
station at a speed of 30 mph to 35
mph, but the union is advising
them to cut their speed to about
10 mph to give operaiors more
tireto stop in an emergency.

Transport Workers Undon Lo-
cal 100 President John Samuels-
en said the union wants to save
Iives — and save motormen from
the emotional trauma of running
someone over.

MTA management, however,
apparently believes the union —

Union says speed kills, but MTA sees ‘slowdown’

whose members will have been
without a contract fora full year
on Wednesday — is flaxing some
muscleto make a political point.

Christopher Johnson, vice
president of labor relations in
the NYC Transit division, or-
dered union officials to “cease
posting these unauthorized no-
tices,” waming they may be
breakingthe law.

“Any slowdowns in the sys-
tem which results from this con-
certed unijon activity may be con-
sidered a job action,” Johnson
said.

The state’s Taylor Law makes
it illegal for transit workers not
only to strike, but to negatively
impact service.

An MTA spokesman said that
as of Monday afternoon, the au-
thority had not seen any evi-

In the dftermath of subway
push tragedies, mcluding one
atdeft, umon fiyer ¢helow)
tells motormen ta go slow,
hut FMTA Says Vaafaly” nntice
miay be an illegal “jab action.

sf‘.fntt.er P
ations
i AUTION!

dence trains were
slowing down as are-
sult of the union's di-
rective.

Track deaths have
been in the spotlight
since December,
when two people
were pushed into
trains by deranged
straphangers — bring-
ing last year's death
toll to 54.

An average of 128 . -
people have been hit A Bmoldfn rider saw a possi-

by, trains per year since 2007;
about one-third are killed.

Many are suicides or sulcide
attempts, and a significant num-
ber of incidents involve intoxi-
cated riders who stumble and
fall to their deaths, studies have
shown.

ble need for lessspeed.
“Maybe if they slow down
they can see if somebody is on
the track,” said straphanger Ari-
el Lyons at the Atlantic-Pacific
Aves. station. “Or it will give peo-
ple more time to help them back

up.”
With Christina Boyle
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SLOWDOWN:!

TWU flyer urges ‘extra care’ at stations

B8YPETE DONOHUE
HE Y YORK DAL Y NEWS

WITH CONTRACT talks at a
standstill, the tranut workers
union 18 expected to start sug
gesting that subway maotormen
stow down thair trains

Transport Workers Union Lo
casl 100 has drafted a flyer 1eling
train  Operatorns 10 use “extra
care” when entening stations to
avoid hitting anyonc who might
wind up on the tracks

The stated goal is to prevent
some of the all-too common
deaths that happen when people
full or jump from platforms

The flyer cites a particularly
deadly weckend this month
when three people were killed in
scparatc incidents by trains roar
ing into stations. A fourth was
killed walking along tracks in be
tweenstations

The safety tips come as Local
100 lcaders have become in-
creasingly frustrated by what
they perceive as the MTA's un
fair and inflexible demands

Under the state’s Taylor Law,
it 1s illegal for public transit
workers in New York (o even
plan a strike or a work slow:
down Those tactica can lead to
fines against workers and the
union

1t's not illegal to urge workers
to be extra careful in the name of
public safety. but the timing of
the flyer - which will be distrib
uted Monday - will raise cye
brows

While four fatalitics in onc
weckend gamered  headlines
and public stiention. under-
ground tragedics are not uncon
mon. Trains injure or kill dozens
cach year, but the union duesnt
normally send out safety notic
e

One veteran labor lawyer
called the flyer “fascinating” b

Threo Falal 12-95

in One
Weehkond

Train operators

their reactio
stations with extra care.

cause it could mean the unipn is
giving motormen cover for vent
ing frustration over the contract
by providing an excuse for slow
ing trains

The contract between  the
Metropolitan  Transpontation
Authority and Local 100 expired
Jan 15 The two sides have con
tinued to negotiate for a new
deal, but are in s stalemate over
raises connccted 10 cost-cutting
measurcs

The MTA contends wage in
creases are possible, but only if
paid for by savings from work
rule changes or othermeasures

The union scemis open lo
cost-cutting concessions to help
the MTA close any budget gaps
1.ocal 100 President John Sam

can increase

n time by entering

uelsen, however, has said work-
ers reject the ise that the
MTA - which hasa$12 6 billion
operating budget - can’t kick in
some money to help its employ
ces keep pace with inflation

The fiyer makes no ment
of MTA Chairman Joseph Lhota
or contract negotiations It ap-
pearsto havebeen very ¢ nrclulf;
crafted, with no specific diree
tion on slowing down when en
tering a station

“We might prevent some inci
dents, especially those where a
passenger jumps, falls or s
pushed in front of an oncoming
train,” it stales

Then, in bold print, it contin
ues “Train opcraton can in
crease their reaction time by en
tering stations with extracare

This

- "- K

1l anyone missed the point,
it's repeated almost immediately
inthe lext

S0, in the interest of safety,
train operators should enter sta-
tions, especially crowded sta
tions, with enhanced care Even
if we prevent onc tragedy, il
wouldbe worth it

Samuclseninsisted the flyeris
“strictly in response” to & recent
uptick in trains hitting riders and
said the MTA - not the union -
should haveissued it

“1t's nut designed to interfere
with train scrvice, but to protect
the riding public, and that
should be clear to cveryone,™ he
said
pdonohue@nydalynews.com




Attention RTO Members

Three Fatal 12-9’s

in One
Weekend

In late January — we had three
fatal 12-9's in one weekend, an
unusually high occurrence. This
is due to passengers jumping,
falling, being pushed, falling be-
tween cars when crossing be-
tween cars of a train or
attempting to climb onto trains
while they are moving. None of
these incidents were caused by
improper operation by any T/O
or C/R. However, we might pre-
vent some incidents especially
those where a passenger jumps,
falls or is pushed in front of an
oncoming train. Train operators
can increase their reaction time
by entering stations with extra
care. This may help reduce
these traumatizing incidents. So
in the interest of safety, train op-
erators should enter stations, es-
pecially crowded stations, with
enhanced care. Even if we pre-
vent one tragedy, it will be
worth it.

NYDailyNews.com
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Men killed in Manhattan subway tunnel and at
station staircase in Queens

Accidents near Unlon Square and in East Eimhurst, Queens

Compstwers 112

BY JOHN DOYLE / NEW YORK DAILY NEWS
Published: Saturday. January 21 2012. 8:23 PM
Updaled: Sunday, January 22 2012, 1:28 PM
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A man was Kkilled in @ subway tunnei by an L train naar this station on Third Ave.

Four people were killed — two on the L train in Manhattan — in four
separale accidents in the city transit system on Saturday.

This was
clipped from
the New York

Al about 10 p.m., straphangers were greeted by the gruesome scene
of a man’'s head wedged between the train car and the platform when
they slepped off the L train at the Sixth Ave. subway station.

Cops could not say how the man became pinned by the train.

Earlier in the day, at the nearby 14th St. station, just one stop west on
the L line, Brian O'Mara, 22, of Long Island man was struck and killed
while wandering around inside a tunnel between stations about 8:30
a.m., said police. It is unclear what he was doing in the tunnel, sald
cops.

Daily News
on-line
edition

In Brooklyn, an unidentified man was struck and killed by an A train
at the Nostrand Ave. station at Fulton St. in Flatbush about 4:30 p.m.,
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Fast & Lew-se with parking laws

The Brooklyn councilman
campaigning to replace con-
victed crook Carl Kruger in the
state Senate continues to use a
public plaza outside Borough
Hall as his [pmm parhng?ace
Lew Fidler (right), the fromt-
runner to fill the seat in a special
election March 20, is up to his
old tricks, leaving his car there
illegally and crossing the street
to his Court Street law office.
But, unlike in October 2010,

previous two years, Fidler now
pulls in with a larger, sweeter
ride — a 2011 Infiniti FX35.

“It's insane that [Fidler] would
do this when there's already a
lack of trust over politicians in
his district, between Kruger and
[the sexting scandal that led to

President Marty Markowitz al-
lows other officials to park in the
plaza, but “short term only” and
while on “official business at
Borough Hall."

A Post reporter spotted the In-
finiti there on five random
checks in the past two weeks, in-

when The Post reported he had
illegally parked his 2002 Infiniti
I35 routinely on the plaza the

last year's resignation of former  cluding Priday, while Fidler spent
Rep. Anthony| Weiner said a  the afternoon and early evening
stunned Brooklyn pol. at his office. In each case, he
The city says only borough- never went into Borough Hall.
president office vehicles can be Fidler told a reporter he had
parked in the reserved section of rmission to park there, but
the plaza, ung up when asked who gave it
A spokesman said Borough tohim. Rich Calder

MTA union railing

over quota e-mail

 EXCLUSIVE 8.

By JENNIFER FERMINO
Transit Reporter

A high-ranking MTA su-
perintendent instituted a
quota on the number of
disciplinary violations that
his underlings must dole
out to subway workers
each month — infuriating
the agency’s largest union
in the midst of tense con-
tract negotiations, The
Post has learned.

The quota order is likely
to rekindle the still-sim-
mering tensions from the
2005 holiday-season tran-
sit strike — staged in large
part because the union ac-
cused the MTA of a disci-
plinary crackdown.

Now, the directive e-
mailed to subway supervi-
sors Wednesday by New
York City Transit Superin-
tendent Anthony Barto-
lotta will likely fuel old
tensions between the
agency and Transport
Workers Union Local 100.

In the e-mail, obtained
by The Post, Bartolotta in-
formed his staffers — who
oversee conductors and
train operators on the F, G,
Q, N and B lines — of the

new policy demanding su-
{)ervisors submit five vio-
ations against workers per
month.

“Until further notice all
TSS [train-service super-
visors] personnel in Dis-
trict 3 will be required to
submit 5 violations per
month,” he wrote.

Union chiefs are now ac-
cusing the MTA of playing
dirty during contract ne-
gotiations.

“It's like psychological

" said Kevin Har-
rington, a TWU vice presi-

until further
notice all TSS
rsonnel in

d nthe

fo!iow!ng criterla.

& Minor infractions

@ Moderate infractions
@ Severe infractions

dent.“To me, it's just bad
management.”

The MTA quickly dis-
avowed the e-mails, saying
they were the work of a
single employee, and vehe-
mently depied ever en-
dorsing quotas.

“There are abhsolutely no
quotas,” said spokesman
Kevin Ortiz. is direc-
tive was not sanctioned by
senior management, and
has already been re-
scinded.”

Still, the e-mail couldn’t
have come at a worse time.

The TWU launched its il-
legal strike in 2005, citing,
among other things, what
the union considered an
unncessary crackdown.

The latest e-mail called
for TSS personnel — who
are not TWU members —
to write up conductors
and operators who are
TWU members for “mi-
nor,” “moderate” or “se-
vere” infractions.

Minor infractions can
lead to a worker getting
fired, since each citation is
added to previous ones.

If someone’s first cita-
tion is considered severe,
that person could get fired.
if he or she commits a mi-
nor offense within 12
months.

Minor violations include
such things as an undone
tie or not wearing a work
vest. i
A moderate infraction
includes a conductor not
pointing at the ceiling
when pulling into a sta-
tion, which indicates that
he or she has lined up the
train at the platform.

A severe infraction can
be for opening train doors
while not in a station.

In 2002, transit-agency
supervisors issued more
than 16,000 citations for 2
workforce of 36,000.

That number eventually
dropped after the strike,
but the bitter feelings re-
main.

During the current con-
tract talks, TWU President
John Samuelsen has lashed
out at the MTA for disci-
plinary crackdowns. ]

He calls the MTA’s tac-
tics an "18B0s-railroad
style of discipline.”

“Elimination of that sys-
tem is a primary objective
[of negotiations],” Samu-
elsen said.

jennifer.fermino@nypost.com
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ITHAPPENED AGAIN.

Two men were injured outside
a Bronx Home Depot Monday
when they were hit by a shopping
cart tossed from an upper level of
a parking garage ~ the second
such incident in the city in the
Iast three months.

The haunting re-
play happesed about
5:30 p.an. at the Gate-
hee Stadium -

Th:ummnm

mﬂﬁewm
rage, within thebig-boxshopping
center ai E. 149th St. and River
Ave. Police estimated they were
about 50 feet from the doorway
of thé store.

Suddenly, the cart came crash-
ing down from two stories ebove
inthe parking garage ~ a distance
of about 30 feet — and landed on
their heads, police sources said.

Home Depol cashier Julie
Russ, 30, said she beard a “thud”
and then ran outside.

“It was pretty bloody,” she re-

nother shopping
cart toss seriously
hurts 2 more people

mmmm

called. “They were laying on the
ground. One guy was trying to sit
up, and the other guy was just lay-
ingthere — he wasn't moving.”
“It's horrible,” she added.
A blue Toys “R” Us cart stood
on its end on the pavunant. with

gency responders ar-
jved d J

‘bothywere in stable contlition.
hhmnﬂhudllhbubh
10 say what brought the men to

ten seen delivering supplies to
the store. A Home Depot manag-
er would not confirm if they
worked for the retailer.

Police had not made an arrest
as of late Monday night, bui
sources 3aid the cart was tossed
overarailing.

at 2 hospital official |
suid Jater Monday that

-

Mﬂm*ﬂﬂ-ammmmmm
Tleor of shopping plaza at Hose Depot parking lot in Browx. Witnesses
ay omt was-threws over pedasirian walk and hit people waliing
undurnenth. Photos by John Teggart and Richard Harbus for Daily News

On Oct 30 outside of a Target
store in Herlem, Marion Hedges,
47, was smashed in the head by a
shopping cart that two boys had
hurled off of « walkway that con-
nected the parking garage to the
store. The cart fell about 40 feet,
and injtially left the Manhattan
woman in a medically induced
coma. She came out of the coma,

and her husbend later said that
she has a long rehabilitation
ahead ofher.

In that case, police arrested
two 12-year-old boys. Both were
charged as juveniles and later
pleaded guilty to felony assault
charges.  With Sarah Armaghan

and Kevin Deatsch

T ® ih com
yaaily

Slow and
steady for
motormen

SUBWAY MOTORMEN said
Monday they were hitting the
brakas a little sooner and a little
harder when they enter stations,
heeding their union’s call to slow
down for safety reasons.

One motorman said he amived
at stations about 5 to 10 mph
slower than usual after unjon offi-
cials issued a directive aimed at

“Some of the station are so
crowded there’s barely enough
room for the passengers,” one Lex-
ington Ave. line motorman said at
Grand Central. “You have to be
careful because someone could get
pushed orshoved.”

The Daily News reported Mon-
day that the Transport Workers
Union Local 100 had planned to
S urge motormen to use “eXtra care”
after three recent subway fatalities

Union officials distributed fliérs
with the messago Monday
moming at about six stations used
by No. 4, 5 and 6 trains, including
125th St. in Manhattan and

T ; by
the Daily News all said they be-
lieved the directive aimed 10
reduce fatalities on the iracks —
not to show dissatisfaction with
MTA overstalied contracttatks.

However, sources say the union
directive had a secondary purpose
—to flex some muscle against man-
agement without being accused of
canying out a slowdown in
violation of the stete’s Taylor Law.

Transit officials have been close-
ly itoring bus and subway ser-
vice for slowdowns since the latest
union contract expired Jan. 15.

Pete Domohue

Spring is in air
- a [ ]

- in midwinter

WHAT HAPPENED to winter?

Temperatures in the Big Apple
will be downright batmy for the
next two days — hitting 60 degrees
on Wednesday, according to the
National Weather Service.

Not quite beach weather, but
New Yorkers welcomed the
change after last year's frigid
winter.

“It’s going to be 60 degrees —
wild,” said Abdo Zindani, 33,
night manager ata Brooklyn deb.

The cold weather blowing in
from Canada will be pushed out
Tuesday by southerly winds, said
meteorologist David Stark

Stark said this is the sixth
warmest winter since 1869, when
they started keepingrecords

Kervy Burke and Janon Fisher
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Raise the minimum wage

ssembly Speaker Sheldon Silver pro-
on Monday the biggest boost in the
ry of New York's minimum wage - a
Sl ﬁlncmse,ms&iﬂanhmn.
The Legislature and governor should
pass and sign an increase without delay.

Raising the state’s smallest legal wage is not just
about putting much-needed cash in the pockets
of 1.4 million low-incore workers, who can be
expected toturn around and spend it right away

It's about helping the value of work, which has
steadily eroded over the years, catch up to dec-
ades of inflation.

In mid-2004, prodded by this page and this pa-
per, New York last voted to boost the wage floor,
from $5.15an hour.

That increase came in four steps about a year
apart: first 85 cents, then 75 cents, then 40 cents
anda final 10 cents, to its current $7.25,in 2009

Adjusting for inflation alone, that sum should
riseto $7 60 today. But more is called for, because
the paychecks of low-wage employees have been
steadily slipping.

Inthe 1960s and most of the '70s, a single mini-
mum-wage job could keep a three-person family
above the federal poverty level. Today’s $7.25 is
about 80% of that. The 1970 minimum of $1.85
would be worth $10.77 in 2012 dollars. The 1980

Working on

1 hiss been a long time since anyone — except
his mother - called Transport Workers
Union President John S Isen cute, buthe
4 deserves the descriptiontoday.
Mot cheek-squeering cute, but game-play-
ingcute
Amid contentious labor negotiations, Samuel-
sen called on subway drivers to enter stations
“with extra care,” raising the possibility of slower
trains and longer trips for riders. The union said it
was handing out flyers only because three people
had been killed on the tracks over a single week-
endthismonth
Samuelsen crafted the leaflets to emphasize
safety first, last and always, so he will get no argu-
ments on that score from the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority or anyone else. That said, he
none toosubtly reminded the city of hismembers’
ability to make life miserable if talks grind Lo a halt.
To this point, Samuelsen has proceeded with

minimum of $3.10, adjusted for inflation, would

hitabout $8.50
Looked sl another way: In 1980, the state's
$3,10-an-hour minimum was 41% of the state’s

average wage Today, 41% of the state average is |

morethan $12 an hour.

Don't believe the oft-repeated myth that the
minimum wage goes mainly to teenagers in part-
time positions. Nearly nine out of 10 workers who
make less than $10 an hour are 20 or older - and
most of them work full time.

An estimated 40% of New York families with
children are supported by a single income of less
than$10an hour.

As to the other pervasive myth, that raising the
wage floor will suddenly make New York busi-
nessesuncompetitive: 18 states, including border-
ing Connecticul, Massachusetts and Vermont,
have higher minimum wages than we do

Still to be determined is whether Silver has hit

the sweel spol where low-wage earners get more

money without costing the state low-wage jobs.
And under the bill, after the increase set to take
effect next year, the minimum would wisely rise
with inflationin each succeeding year
Thatshould have happened long ago
A state that values work over dependency
needsto act like it, Raise the minimum wage

the railroad

muscular prudence. While his members are
steeped in the ethos of no-contract-no-work,
hardrealities stare him in the face,

With governments at all levels deeply in the
red, Gov. Cuomo won state contracts thatinclude
zero raises for three years, and Mayor Bloomberg
is folowing the pattern, The MTA must hold the
same line to avoid slamming riders with still more
fare increases or service cuts.

Both would inevilably result if the MTA relent-

ed, as a new analysis by the Citizens Budget Com-
mission makes clear. The public is in no mood for
either, nor will riders have the patience for a
pains-in-the-neck rule book slowdown

There’s light at the end of Samuelsen’s tunnel:
He can purchase raises by finding productivity
measures that save the MTA an equivalent

amount of money. Sooner or later in this political |

and financial landscape, he'll see thal train pull in-
to the station.

Less divided we stand

ince 1970, the United States has under-
gone a historic shift: America's urban ar-
oas — including New York — have become
furlesssegregated by race.

Most walcome, the trend runs counter
to the stereotype peddled by those who emphasize
the nation's real but vanishing racial barriers.

Researchers Jacob Vigdor and Edward Glaeser
used the most common measure of segregation —
called the dissimilarity index — to determine the
mixing of racessince 1970,

In simplest terms, the index considers where
blacks live and calculates what percentage would
have to move in order for the black population to
beevenly dispersed across an azea.

All but one of the 658 housing markets tracked

by the Census Bureau now register lower segrega-

tion than was the nationwide average 40 years
ago, accordingto the study.

In some cities, the segregation decline was dra- |

matic, In 1970, blacks were so concentrated in
Dallas that 87% would have had Lo move to even
out their presence across the city. In 2010, the pro-
portion had dropped to 48%.

New York’s progress was less dramalic but still
significant: The segregation index here fell from
74%to 65%.

Published by the Manhattan Institute, the study
cites a number of auspicious factors to explain the
trend, Key among them: fair housing laws and a
movement of blacks out of inner citiesto suburbs.

Yes, progress has been slow and painful. Yes,
the schools, notably in New York, remain a bas-
tion of racial division

But, yes, America is moving closer to the ideal of
togetherandequal, . . :

1 iR
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When ideology
defeats reason

n Saturday night. at pre-

cisely 9:19 and 30 sec-

onds, my iPhone, my

iPad, my compuler and,

for all | kmow, my toaster
were informed that Herman Cain
had endorsed Newt Gingrich. The
ping-ping of devices suggested
that something momentous had
happened, but it wasjust addition-
al evidence that the Republican
Party has become a circus: One
clown endorsed another

I's hard to know who is the
more ridiculous figure — the dis-
honest Gingnich, or the ignorant
Cain. Gingrich accepted the en-
dorsement and went on with his
nihilistic campaign for the White
House. This has been an exceed-
ingly silly political season.

But it has also been a sad one.
The Republican establishment
acts asif this season's goon squad
of presidential candidates has
come out of nowhere, an act of
God — a tsunami that hit the party
and receded, leaving nothing but
mtm standing. In column after

[ rvative «
tors lament the
present condition,

but not their past ac-
quiescence as their
party turned hostile
to thought, reason
and the two mostimportant words
in the English language: It de-
pends

If you ask me whal | think of
abortion, I'd say. “It depends” It
depends on whether you're talk-
ing about the ninth month of preg-
nancy, the first, the health of the
mother, the fetus — or, even, the
maming-after pill. But in the Re-
publican contest, the answer lo
the question Is always the same.
no, no and no again. Thanks for
giving the matter such careful
thought.

s the same with taxes. Should
they be raised? It depends. It de-
pends on sconantic and fiscal con-
ditions — and on whose taxes will
be raised and by how much. The
answer cannot be "No, never”™
Thal's not an economic position;
it s an ideological one and exhib-
Itsa closed mind

Similarty with giobal warming,
GOP candidates are not certain it
is exacerbated by industry, auto
emissions and such. They take this
position not because they have
studied the science, but because

GOP embraces
anti-intellectuals

they oppose regulations. Some al-
sotake a skeptical position regard-
ing evolution ~ proof right there
that there is something wrong
with thistheory.

This rampant anti-intellectual-
ism is worrisome. The world is a
complex place. but o deal with it
the GOP presented a parade of
hopefuls who proposed nostrums
or, in the case of Michele Bach-
mann, peddled false rumors about
vaccinations. When this started I
cannot say, but the embrace of Sar-
ah Palin by the GOP establish-
ment has got 1o be noted. Thie Indy
has the gft of anil
the required anti-elitism, bui she
knows next to nothing abowt al-
most anything — and revels in her
ignarance

Should the United States bomhb
{ran’s nuclear instal-
lations? 1t depends.
Should America en-
able 1srael to do it?
It depends. How
should China be
handled? What about Russia and
Turkey, not to mention Pakistan?
From the GOP candidates. the an-
swers are simple: Bomb Jrap if it
goes nuclear, confront China,
stare down Russia and — from the
unfathomably shallow Rick Perry
— kiss off Paldstan, Subtlety is ban-
ished. Yahoosstride the stage.

11 is entirely appropriote that
lest week's GOP debates fell be-
tween "Pawn Stars” and “Ameri-
can Pickers® in the 10 mosi.-
watched cable television shows,
The Republican Party has veered
50 funr from reality thal Gingrich is
lambasting Romney as a "Massa-
chusetts  moderate” Romney,
who has all but collupsed his rib
cage 1o conform 10 conservative
dogma, must be perplexed.

The Republican estabhshment
that has now risen up to smite the
bratty Gingrich has only itself 1o
blame. For too long it has been
nute in the fuce of a belligerent an-
li-intellectualism. The endorse-
ment of Gingrich by Cain was not
abulletin 11 was a feeble blip on a
scope. The GOPisbrain-dead

cohenr@washpost.com
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SRAMKALL'S WORL

ven as his fellow pols in Albany

swore up and down that their gerry-

mandering — er, redistricting — ef-

forts are as pure as the driven snow,

Assemblyman Denny Farrell was
giving the true game away.

The way Farrell tells it, the Assembly’s
top priority is making Rep. Charles Rangel
happy - and keeping him in Congress for
one more term

“You must understand, for the last 40
years, whatever district Charlie Rangel
wants, we give it to him,” the veteran Dem-
ocrat said in remarks to a Harlem commu-
nity meeting on Friday, as reported by The
New York Observer.

“I say, ‘Charlie, we can't draw anything
else in the state till we draw you,’ ” Farrell
declared. “ That's always been our posi-
tion ~ we doyou and then everything ' He's
the dean. He'sthe No.1.”

According to The Observer, Farrell re-
galedthe audience with an insider’s view of
how the ugly gerrymandering sausage gets
made.

He explained that Rangel’s historically
Harlem-based district is now just 26% Afri-
can-American. That it needs to grow by
200,000 peaple because New York is los-
ing two: T
panding it farther south in Manhattan

Bill

Hammond

would practically guarantee the election of
awhite candidate

“Now that sounds racist, but so be it,”
Farrell said, according to The Observer's
account. “We would probably have a Do-
minican run, two blacks run and a white
run. The white will win because of the way
the numbersare.”

Rarrell said the best solution is to com-
pletely reghape the district so that it picks
up mostly black and Latino sections of the
Bronx.

But Rangel did not take this news well.
“Heblew up et me,” Farrell recalled.

“He originally said to me, ‘Denny, there
is no way. .. I want to be in Manhattan,
we've got to be in Manhattan,’ ” Farrell
said.

Eventually, the Assembly brought Ran-
gel around - allowing mapmakers to get to
wotk on other congressional districts.

's storytelling didn't do his old

friend and ally many favors — since it made

Their gift to Charlie Rangel

Rangel sound like a frail family member be-
ing talked into a nursing home.

But he did expose Albany's redlstnctmg
process for what it really is: an

Tuesday, Jmuzy31 2012 23

trict that can be won ”
The Legislature does business this way
because it believes that redistricting is oo

protection racket.

Every time they sit down and decide
how (o carve up the state's political dis-
tricts, the legislative bosses’ first and fore-
most priority is keep-
ing themselves and
their allies in office.

An Albany politician

licated for average New Yorkers to
understand or care about.

So — intentionally or not — Farrell has
done the state a service by making Albany’s
motivesso transparent

Asfor Rangel, he'sa
decorated Korean
War hero who has

wona e Tevealsthetruth ¥ o e
ol aboutthetwisted e gt Vo
Sucpicocss  motiveshehind i ieesaiees
e cansee i ODNOXIOUS PATtISAN forn o s

sembly maps pub-
lished lnst week, with
themr bizarre, twisted
shapes and lopsided population dispari-
ties. They were comically and ruthlessly
gerrymandered to keep Democrats in
chargeofthe A bly and Republi in
charge of the Senate.

And you can hear thal in Farrell's sum-
mary of what Rangel's final district »ill
look like: “It'l be mixed, but it wil) be a dis-

gerrymandering

bany's

affection of many of
his constituents — as
well as challenges
from up-and-coming politicians who are
convinced he has served toolong.

The widespread speculation is that he
wants 10 repair his legacy by winning s
least one more term.

But being coddled back into office by Al-
incumbent-protection - machine
wnuidbru.'ﬂid kind of redemption.
whammond@nydailynews.com



oF

G e s

e T P S T DT R S

oo jsodA@OUILLIB, YaIUUS]
“TU2IIUIOD PauL[d
-9P (1AL.L PUB VIALIUL

-AJ1ep USS[ONIIREIHSNe)

oy pres Apu2oax i Eiatr]
‘Suriea ot e
2q 031 Pa302dxa JOUSTEION]
ydosof weuteyd VLA
«<Sunredieq
IrEJ-Peq,, SY.LIN AU pallE
1 1BYM 1940, PISTIIUT ‘0TE
SYoaMm '0M] O PIULIOIS
oy 2ours dqes Juturedrieq
913 ©) WINAT 18I STY Bt
-yrew Kepol S[EIoTJo V.LIN
ats SUL)IW ST UIS[INES
ugof Juwep1sAAd NML
"pausls 9ARY| SUOTUn
2aAojdus 218)S I9YI0 JeyM
0y Tepums — SYOBGOAIS
Jo yunowe [enbs ue 10 —
sogeolIoul 238 ou Jo stealk
S0y} Sey JeY) IOENUWOD
Tead-G B 01 9313e 0} ML
o sjuem  YLW S4L
*SIDUBID I0]
Aed 3unIeis Jomo] B pue
stojeredo sng swn-1red
10§ puBop SYLIN 2y fut
-pnjout ‘sanssT jo 350y B U0
11ede 18] UTETIIDT SOPIS OM)
a1y ‘ssaxdoad oy andsaQq
*$¥[99M INOJ
10} puadns Neom-e-00T$H

© polof[e. ale USY) (pue

Aoueuldaad 1oy Jjo el
0] 2w YIS pue UOIed
-BA IIOT[} ST JSNUTL STNI0M
oEwWay 1sowWw ‘APULs1IND

solpa

“gurpn{out ‘paaniut pue uL

il

pres So0MOs SaBal ATU | ® patjoesr SARY AL

“agel prediuo [gap Ejno.  pue SIEIPO JISUET ANT.
zotuurey 03 Burdn sspadoad sl S ns S AR R
apewr mamﬁ..mm?.m ayr, U104 Aqpauds puepaziEu
: 1 mopimes -1y St— SISUGIGIEUIS[endis.
Aargang:s .nmhmsue.. '92IN0S | 03 /SIAUEA[D! UONELS | WOLY
oYy . presi  [uoamos: SUOAISAS SISNDD  TITHA
Uy 10378 ] oM 03 30Bq ~— sgafordwe ML 000:E

08 1oneu-9jdoad owos,,
MOTS sTe1S ‘sarm|
SUYSTIONISS Pajagins oM B¢

| ol BUTISACS QIO

arem ojdoad o a0 Iouy

Aq yonus Blreq LOPEPIIY

aam odoatl 05 resk1seT
IS0 AL, P1OI SIDIN05

qaenuon- A jo aed ey

uo’ sy[e) w1200y ou 1L

pure $afUBID 35O} UO TEIP

S

i

O SIGNIOAN JA0dSUeLL.
‘213 107 £107014 10[ETT AT

i |pAUIERE SEY ISOF YL |
1 u0BWIOS T A) UAUM O -
W SHONIONL & | sfep pred semy) stojesedo
2iM0d MAN

eaqnS AT 0y Btuoaide
TOSe0U0D. U0 BuTpnpU
SN[E) 1OBNHO UL SPUEtl

L .ﬂutaﬁﬁ“fﬁwﬂi a
sy o U5 LUMEENS0d
o LojelLGl Aeusana

11'€9 "7 AQISS NS

|59 odezzZiuue) RN
R L

O lOp6E T R0ID aAow
Fopemes " asind
{vg " adodSOI0H

JNISATIXA |

FIVe) 0T 2
[ASUAPIRA DIl HABANSERFL
DELEIROOTAN A
T sad oA Mman

Nbad Hodn Sjge(Eay saed

jEaLop pURUGRI0L)

17 i | |21 10 STE-B0T
ggg-TRUGYd 40 GEOAN (N InkRNISE A0PT
X0E "0 1504 0A MANGLE0S Hinbw

‘Pl sSaUPPR 40 saBURUL ERRIL IV |

iwonus| oG § BofdjIsqs [N
| #19.-756 (008) "7 BO|AIBE JBLIOISND |
| . oMLY
At i1 (A A =y
goTs0gs (z1) paisseln

BupspaeApy
on/B0ee (Ezy "t Nseseds
oose-peGi(EIZ)  SeIL SMaN
goos-ees(ZIT) 010 uep
j euoypa

SISIUN JDEFH0D Hmo.w

gg " e SIIA abioan
19-99 " 10SR0RN SHIN

o - SPAOMSS0ID)

-1z dssauisng

WOl 150d

oG surepy Apuid
=1 4 G x15'96ed

; d1s509
1z andLIng p41om
g1 ' 19130]8 QdAN
Tl =R 195K3d eaipuy
SHINj0) SMON

Y SOd WHOA MIN,

710z ‘¢ Arenigad ‘Aepsinyl 4s0d }M0A MIN

wessodAu



THE CHIEF-LEADER, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2012

10: ‘A call to

o Prevent
e Tragedies
D SIMS

ion for Children’s
mprehensively as-
ts of abuse or ne-
rity of child fatali-
from such “repeat-
srding to & new re-
cate Bill de Blasio.
S to broaden out-
t sleeping arr:

1 tandem with the
meless Services to
imilies for support-
g there was much

i1l do to reform its
after the death of

"hrough Cracks’

7e said to ourselves
e has been tremen-
2 we came together
sake of Nixzmary's
hildren continue to
acks,” Mr. de Blasio
¥’s review of 76 child
'ork City in 2011,

1ses ever made the
ry one of them must
)r our city. We must
ur system that cost
8,” he continued.

led “Lessons from

at the age of sev-

r after enduring
t home. Her mother
re-sent to prison for
yor ACS reforms, as
1 hiring, fo!

ry 2006, Nixzmary
&

nsider implementing
ggers comprehensive
ses involving multi-
use or neglect by an
eam and developing
& experts to review &
ases,"the . gyﬂ Cl:aid.
pursuing un-
wtablish a High-Risk
sde up of cutside ex-
ne of these cases and
ges to ACS.
) stated that in 15 ca-

children under

or slesping conditions
abits were noted by
hile ACS and other
encies have taken nu-
ecent years to address
ufrai.sm;illwurkwhg

By SBARAH DORSEY
Labor and Occupy Wall Strest lead-
d Jan. 27 that they had much
to from collaborating, although
their divergent sometimes
sparked tension. .

Transport Workers Union Local 100
President Jolin Samuelsen discussed
the issue with union members who
waors aft‘ws in memubpythWail}[ Strgd’. Ig&
a panel sponso) e Murp! -
stitute for Worker Education amf La-
bor Studies called, “Can the labor
movement and Occupy Wall Strest
walk the same road?

“As long as joblessness exists...as
long as wealth disparity exists, there's
alwag:tgoing to be room for collabora-
tion between the labor movement and
Oceupy Wall Street,” Mr. Samuelsen
sa.id.%he movement “dovetailed per-
fectly” with his zoals, he added, espe-
cinlly last year's campaign to preserve
the millionaires tax.

Lighting a ‘Spark’ for Unions

Local 100 was the first union to en-
dorse the Occupy movement, and is
one of the most progressive in the city,
Others are less-natural allies; police
officers, for example, were often seen
as oppressors rather than kin by
those at Zuccotti Park. Amy Muldoon,
the Communication Workers of Amer-
ica liaison to Occupy Wall Street, ad-
mitted collaborating with more-con-
servative unions wouldn’t be "an easy
road to hoa”

But all labor groups have benefited
from the energy that occupierg have
drummed up, paneliste argued,

“Organized labor was clearly stag-
nating in New York City,” Mr. Samu-
elsen said ing the movement
for “providing the slectrical spark”
that energized workers.

Others credited the protesters with
strengthening union democracy move-
ments by insgiring and empowering
the rank and file. A key feature of the
Occupy movement is its horizontal
structure, in which decisions are
made by consensus and hierarchies
are shunned. That contrasts with the
entrenched, undemocratic nature of
some union leadership, several pan-
elists said.

Ms. Muldoon believes that labor re-
formers' recent electoral victories,
such as those in Communication
Workers of America Local 1101, have
been beneficiaries of that boost.

Back to the Grass Roots

ers

“The labor movement wasn’t built
from the top down” but through “dis-
ruptions” and grass-roots organizing,
she said. “Peaple are loolding for that
Again,

2 n called building re-
Avaddors the

rapk-and-file “incredibly impor-
tant,” and said it was a big stum-

bling block for a lot of union bureau-

cracies.

“That kind of horizontal organiz-
ing. .. ultimately grows the union,” he

d. but it's a challenge to integrate
it into the current a%rstam without ig-
niting “waves of infighting” He said
his administration had trained 500
shop stewards in leadership tech-
niques but they were "running dead
on” into that bureaucracy. A

Labor has also strengthened the
Occury Wall Street movement, the
panelists sgreed. Union organizers
are adept at aeel:.ﬁ the big picture,
thinking strategically and p mng
ahead—skills the nﬁendisorﬁanju'
protesters need, Tammy Kim, a

e

of the group's Immigrant

Ideological, Tactical Clashes
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JOHN SAMUELSEN: ‘Occu-
py’ supplied needed spark,
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CHARLES JENKINS:

Labor
offers working-class ered.

do was “give lus] a few walkie-talkies
and mattresses.”

Difficulties have arisen when the
two differ on tactics, Unions often
geek change through the ballot box,
while many Oocupf supporters
staunchly oppose electoral cam-
paigns, preferring public protests and
grass-roots organizing. Ms. Kim said
alectoral politics could “drive s wedge”
between the two groups this year; Ms.
Muldoon s];id t aiecli;_:gs "Irlmm
very, v * in terms of how close
the n:?; w{ﬁlmmain.

Even at rallies—mainstaye of both
organizations—philosophies some-
times clash. Ma. Kim said protesters
often fear labor will “steal the show”
by letting their leaders drown out oth-
ar voices. And some worrty @ union
presence will "conservatize” a protest,

since workers are less likely to alien- |

ate cops and invite arrest.

But that ssme relative conger-
vatism can work in the protasters’ fa.
vor, as well, Dccupy members illowed
that the protesters were widely
viewed as rich, white college students
with nothing better 1o do than cam
out in arark.Chn:lanunkins,a }
Local 100 member, argued that
unions can help legitimize the organ-
ization by lending it working-class

ibility.

Perils of Unpredictability

For their part, labor leaders have
reason to be uneasy nhout an unpre-
dictable, lenderless movement jeop-
ardizin
the collective-bargaining process,
Moderator Steve Fraser pointed out

the delicate maneuvering of

Overextended State
Workers Run Up

Overtime Record

By MARK TOOR

A decline in the number of state em-
rlugnas performing essentinl services
n hospitals, prisons and similar facil-
ities pushed state-government over-
time to record levels lust year, accord-
ing to figures released last week by
State Comptroller Thomas P Di-
Napoli's office.

“There goes the savings, becauss
they're &afmg it out in overtime,” said
Darcy Wells, a spokeswoman for the
Public Employees Federation.

‘Staffing Extremely Low’

The facilities rerurtin high over-
time—largely regular and psychiatric
hospitals, correctional centers and
units for the developmentally dis-
abled—are staffed 24 hours a day
year-round and have high rates of em-
ployees out on Workers' Compensa-
tion for job-related injuries, she said.
'8 levels are extremely low,”
ghe said, noting that Governor Cuomo
had said during his budget address in
January that the number of state
workers had dropped by 16,000, or 12
percent, since 2008. At many agen-
cies, minimum staffing is set by law
or under undon contract.

“The dirty little secret is that the
Division of Budget would always
rather pay overtime than have
ano employees to do the job,” sad
Step darasz, a spokesman for
the Civil Service Employees Associn-
tion. As a result, he said, “we don't
have enough people in the facilities.”
He noted t if facilities paid for b
Medicaid do not have adequate stafi-
i.n{_E they risk loging their funding.

ourt facilities, which are under a
hiring freeze after a retirement incen-
tive n 2010 stripped them of more
than 1,500 employess, also reported
high overtime costs.

The issue came up during aJan. 25

(Continued on Page 11)

THOMAS P. DINAPOLL OT
sours a8 employees dwindle.

costly data

by City Comptroller John C. Lin

Claim Educators Sh
Liu, DOE Spa.
In Student Tra

By DAVID SIMS tl

The Department of Education’s
tracking studant per- 1
formance is unpopular with Teachers €
and not being properly menitorad by

the DOE, according to a Jan. 23 audit L

Got Little for $83 Million

n
0
“This costly tech program was r
much-touted by the DOE Lo help Prin- £
cipals and Teachers track progress ¢t
and thereby improve student learn-
ing, even as long-time educators ques- ¢
tioned its cost and sffectiveness,” Mr.
Liu seid in a statement. “Eighty-
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jonsinthei of public

safety, lnaddltiamat}mlhmhnﬁuuumlhelm 21-22
weekend, there were 58 passengers killed on the tracksin 201 1. That
also means 58 train crews scarred for life by the experience, Asa train
operator, who hasbeen involved in such incidents, I know it is the
most gruesome of scenes and is life-altering. As a union officer, I deal
weekly with train operators and conductors who are trying to cope
with the mental anguish of a fatal 12-9 (the code for a person struck by
train). Many train operatorsinvolved in such incidents are so trauma-
tized that they are unable to continue in the job. Othersbid into yards
so they don’t haveto go back oul onto the road. Our contract is impor-
tant, yes, but public safety trumpsall. Kevin Harrington, vice president

TWU Local 100, Rapid Transit Operations

Matter of life and death
Rahway, N.].: Three people killed
on one weekend by subway trains.
But the media have nothingbetter
to do than use the unjon’s safety
memo as a punch line against the
transit workers. Is the union right
and is the MTA using the media
forbad-faith bargaining?
Stephanie Soto

Bank oniit

Manbhattan: In response to the
Jan. 30 editorial “ Bank shot,”
criticizing proposed frontage
limits for new upper West Side
banks, [ must point out the detri-
mental effects of bank prolifera-
tion there. There are more than 60
banksin my district — nearly one
perblock onsome stretches!
These banks often monopolize
much of ablock’s ground floor,
overwhelming and deadening
street life. To address this, the city
worked with the community to
help ensure that our neighbor-
hood continues to have diverse
retail and commercial outlets by

POLL RESDLES

Do you think the Susan 6. Komen
Foundation was right to yank
funding to Planued Parenthoed?
41 Yes. H's thelr
% foundatlon. They can
do whal they want.

No. They're playing
politics. It's about
women's health!

51y,

I'm not sure.

8+

TODAY'S POLL: Do you think the
Glants are a little too cocky heading
{nto thoir Super Bowl showdown
with the Pairiots?

Take our pol) at NYDailyNews.com

preventing new banks from
dominating the ground floorofa
block. Any bank can still locate
here, butinstead of gobbling up
preciousground-floor frontage,
they can shift their office uses
upstairs, downstairs or behind
much-needed active retail space
Councilwoman Gale Brewer

Annoying on purpose

Bronx: Iwas so happy tosee
Voicer Joyce Gordon’scomment
aboul the screaming JCPenneyad
Sheis absolutely right 1tisvery
annoying, asis the screaming pig
Commercials are alwayslouder
thanthe show you are watching,
and believe me, these two commer-
cials could wake the dead

Carolyn Cuffari
Scary, too

Staten Island: To Voicer Joyce F.
Gordon: [ agree about the mute
button. However, the agency that
created the “screaming” JCPen-
neyad hasnoregard forhowit
affectselderly and sick people
who are in nursing homes (such as
my mom) and physically unable to
press mute. Some become easily
frightened by loud sounds, espe-
cmlly the harsh sounds of scream-
ing, Maria E Meringolo

Not very nice

Manbhattan: For the law-abiding
New Yorker whohas a chance
encounter with one of New York's
“Finesl,” the experiencecanbe a
real eye-opener. It happened to
mewhen lasked a highway patrol
sergeant a simple question about
what was happening on the FDR
Drive Hisanswer: “Don’l worry
aboutit,” and then he shut the
window in my face and waved me
ofi.1could not have been more
polite; 1 can only imagine how I
might have been treated if he
suspected me ofa crime. When 1
confronted the sergeant minutes
later and said that he was rude and
nasty, he wiped hiseyesand
pretended to crylike a baby. Is this
the attitude we want from our
cops, much lessasupervisor? If

the cops wantour respect, they
need o eamn it They can startby
abiding by what it says on every
police car: “courtesy, professional-
ismandrespecl.” David Brooks

Hide your pride

Bellerose: Commissioner Ray
Kelly’'sban on cops from wearing
anything nonofficial with the
NYPDlogoisridiculous. I know
many officers who wear the logo
proudly. Is Kelly saying that
officerscan no longer wear 9/11
shirts orhats? Or must not wear
T-shirts that raised money for
slain Officer Peter Figoski's
daughters? How about those who
play on the football and hockey
teams? This is a total violation of
freespeech. Janet Maderik

Waging debate

Far Rockaway: As our elected
officials debate the merits ofa
minimum-wage hike, the silence
from City Council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn is deafening. It seems
thatit's always a struggle for her to
take a stand on an issue one way or
the other. Leaders don’t govern
thisway, Chnis Pettaway

Standing by the man

Bayside: am afan of Greg Kelly
and “Good Day New York "I
think Rosanna Scotto and Kelly
have amazing chemistry together
Theydon'tjustread the news, they
make listening to the news very
enlertaining because of their
ability to poke fun ateach other
and their back-and-forth banter. |
am writingin support of Kelly, and
lam sure that he willbe cleared of
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Passenger safety above all

anhatian: Re your Jan. 31 editorial *Working on the
railroad”: The Daily News has taken o callous and most
cynical attitude tuw:mi iy union's call for train operators

any wrongdoing. 1 hope he will
soon beable to return to thejob
that he enjoyssomuch. Hangin
there, Greg Narncy Denenberg

Showing the flag
New City, N.Y.: Asafonmer police
officer, Fhad the privilege tobe
assigned to the 1985 Vietham
veterans parade. The vets received
rousing applause as they marched
up the Canyon of Heroes, This
was the proper wayto honor the
men and womnen of our armed
forces. Before Mayor Bloomberg
leaves office, | hope he can pro-
vide the same forour troops who
served in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Ken Tomeo

In Brooklyn forever
Brooklyn: If Donald Trump wants
tobeburied on his golf course
because he'safraid he’ll be forgot-
ten if his final resting place is
“some cemetery,” he should
consider historic Green-Wood
Cemetery. I promise to keep his
memory alive by including his
grave as a stop on our most popu-
lar trolley Lour, called “Scandals
& Scalawags.” He'llbein good
company alongside Bill (The
Butcher) Poole, Albert Anaslasia,
(Boss) Tweed and other gangsters,
conmenand schemers

Richard |. Moylan, president

The Green-Wood Cemetery

The best bet

Manhattan: Mayor Bloomberg
hasplaced a Super Bowl bet with
Boston's mayor. Their team used
tobe the Boston Patriots. They
moved to a nearby town and

James Kelvom

renamed themselves the New
England Patriots The Giants used
to playin the Bronx. They moved
toanother state, yet they still cal)
themselves the New York Giants.
Bloombergis a Bostonian who
mistakenty thinks heisa New
Yorker. How about if the Giants
lose, Bloomberghastoreturn to
Boston? No, I mean if the Giants
win, he hasto go back. Well, why
doesn’t he go back no matter who
wins! Steven Davies

Black gold

Brookfield, Conn.: Iread that

Exxon had a $9.4 billion profit last

quarter, Doesanyonebelieve itis

interested in alternative fuels?
Mike Basso

Ticket scam

Wallington, N J.: To Voicer Ann
Marie Madiefsky who wasunable
to get Springsteen concert tickets
onTicketmaster: Don’t purchase
anything on Ticketmaster. If
everyone stopped buying, we
couldbring Ticketmaster to its
kmees, instead of it doing that to

us, Ronuie Deckert
The fixis in

Brooklyn: | totallyagree with
Voicer Ann Marie Madiefsky. My
screen did the exact same thing
with the ime I needed to wait, and
waitldid, and at the end — nada!
The Bossshould once again look
into the scam being run by Ticket-
masler. It'slike Ticketmasteris
justhanding over the tickets to
StubHub, because there were tons
ofticketsimmediately available
there foralot more than face
value! John A Messina
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ermaine Dennis was haunt-
edbythe vision ofan
expressionless, gray-haired
woman ina long, white
dress, staring at him silent-
ly.

Richard Collins had a recur-
ring nightmare, too: he’sdrivinga
subway train and sees someone
onthe tracks up ahead. He
frantically pulls the emergency
brake cord — butitdoesn’t work.
The train keeps racing forward

And Mariano Rosado
dreamed of a bleeding man
missing part of one arm, climbing
up theside of Rosado’shouse. He
wasn't alone.

“Other people would be
climbingup the side of the house
too,” Rosadosaid. “Theyall
looked like they came out ofa
cemetery. It was like azombie
movie.”

Dennis, Collins and Rosado
are subway motormen who had
fromt-row seats to death — watch-
ingin horror as someone commit-

Pete
Donohue

ted suicide by throwing them-
selvesin frontof theirtrains.

Transit workers are unwilling
participantsintheee sad trage-
dies, which are as frequent as they
arebrutal. Each year city subway
trains strike about 90 people who
jumped, fell or were pushed
from platforms. It's just one of
the reasons why working in
the subway is unlike any
otherjob.

“I'wasinshock,” Dennis
said last week, recalling
the gruesome memory of
watching someone die. "I
waslike, ‘What the hell
happened?” [ couldn’t
believeit”

Itwasan early August
momingabout three ysars
agowhen Dennis had a
12-9, transit lingofora
person struck by a train.

Dennis, 39, was drivinga
northbound A train that day. He
approached the Aqueduct station
at about 6:30 a m. The sun was
shining. Anothersummer day
was unfolding.

The platforinwaan’t crowded.
One of the few commuters wasa
woman in her late 30s. She wore a
lang, flowing dress. Dennis didn’t
know it at the time, butshe had
taken offher shoesand placed
her pocketbook on the platform.

“Iwasgoingabaut 30 [mph),”
Dennissaid “Aseoonas ] came
intothe station, she just tipped
over. She was moving and then
she fell onto the tracks.”

The woman died a few hours
later. in a haze, Dennis secured
the train by manually setting
brakés on each car. He was taken
toan MTA clinic where he was
tested for drugs and booze and

=: K

senthome.

“That night, 1 couldn't sleep,”
Dennissaid “Itookithard. I kept
blaming myself, asking mysell
what could I'have done to pre-
ventit.

“Ifelt for this lady. This was
someone’s mother or grandmoth-
er,and now they arealone. It took
atollonme”

That first night, Dennis paced

| felt for this
lady. It took
atoll on

Y Mot
" M@’ "&jumpers

the house as alightning storm
rolled over the Bronx. With each
fAash of light, the ghostlyimage of
the woman appeared.

“She was in a white gown,” he
said. “Emotionless. She just
staredatme ”

Through weekly sessions with
apsychiatrist, Dennisrealized
there wasn't anything he could
have done. He wasin the wrong

Metorman Jerrualne
Dennls (1) had
treuble coplag with
tragedy on sutrway,
Richard Harbus for
New York Daily News

placeat the wrongtime. It wasn’t
hisfault
Ittook afew months, but
Dennis came back to work — as
did Collins and Rosado after
longer periods of time off. They
know they could go the rest of
their careers without it happen-
ingagain. They alsoknow it could
happenagain today.
pdonohue@nydailynews.com

Fed transport bill would kill MTA

THE MTA AND a group of Demo-
cratic leaders warned that a feder-
al transportation bill would strip
the agency of an important reve-
nue stream and lead to skyrocket-
ing fares

“Mass transit shouldn’t be a
stepchild,” Rep. Jerrold Nadler
(D-Manhattan) said Sunday of
the GOP-backed legislation.

Congress is expected to vote on
the Surface Transportation Au-
thorization bill in the next two
weeks. Nadler said, if passed, it
would end the guaranteed fund-
ing that the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority and other
nass transit systems currently re-
ceive from the gasoline tax.

Federal gas tax funds have

been used for both public high-
ways and transit since 1983

Under the bill, the tax is expect-
ed to generate $25 billion over
five years, but mass transit would
not get a piece of themoney.

It's unclear how much the
MTA would lose, but Nadler said
the bill would make Jonger-term
prajectsimpossible to fund.

funds, raise fares: pol

Instead, he said, the MTA
would have to rely on the highly
political appropriations process.

“They're saying that mass tran-
sit isn't as important as high-
ways,” he said. “We have 8.5 mil-
lion people per day coming into
the cityon mass transit ”

Nadler said fares would likely
increaseunder the bill.

“All these systems have to pay
for the capital budget,” he said
“Yougotta maintain the system. If
you don’l have enough money,
yougotta raise fares.”

MTA Chief Joe Lhota also
wrote to Congress waming that
lost funding would “result in de-
graded service.”

! - Tina Moore
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TRACK ATTACK SAVE

MTA worker scares off fiend rapmg woman in Bowery tunnel; man busted

BYKERRY BURKE
and SARAH ARMAGHAN

NEW YORK DAILY NEWS
AN MTA WORKER walking
along the tracks near a desolate
lower Manhattan subway station
scared off a violent sex attacker
during a rape, police
sources said.

“That saved her
life,” one of the sourc-
es said of the MTA
worker's light that
caught the victim's at-
tention as she was be-
ing beaten and raped

The 36-year-old
Asian woman saw the
light and screamed,
causing her attacker
toflee

Police say Michael Torres, 29,
targeted the 36-year-old Asian
woman just after 1 a,m, Wednes-
day at the ] train stop on the Bow-
eryat Delancey St

Torres — who authorities said
has a long criminal history in-
cluding 27 prior arrests dating to
1996 for mostly assault and

Michael Torres

drugs — is accused of beating and
raping the woman

“He throws her on the tracks,
drags her into the tunnel, beats,
rapes and sodomizes her,” a po-
lice source said

Torres forced the woman to
perform a sex ac( while threaten-
ing her with a screw-
driver, according to a
source

The woman was
taken to Bellevue
Hospital for treat-
ment, the FDNY said

Meanwhile, inves-
tigators scoured the
train station for sur-
veillance footage and
showed an image of
the man around the
neighborhood, a po-
lice source said.

Someone {rom a shelter one
block north on the Bowery rec-
ognized Torres’ photo and told
investigators the man had been
staying there, a police source
said

He was taken into custody

Grim, graffiti-tagged Bowery J train stop wiere woman was thrown to tracks and attacked. Photo by Marcus Santos

around 2 p.m. Thursday, police
said.

Torres — who has 27 prior ar-
rests dating back to 1996, mostly
for assault and drugs — has been

charged wilh first-degree rape,
assault, criminal sex act, reckless
endangerment and criminal pos-
session of a weapon, police said
“He has a long, violent crimi-

nal history.” a police source said.
He was being held Thursday
nigh! at the Manhattan Special
Victims Unit in East Harlem, a
police source said
sarmaghan@nydailynews.com

B888.0metrod
melropes.com
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Hey, the
MIA has

fortune!

Union sees unused $474M
as way to finally get raises

BY PETE DONOHUE
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS
THE MTA can pay transit work-
ers raises — and restore cut ser-
vice — by tapping an obscure
health care fund, Transport
Workers Union Local 100 says.

The fund, established in 2006
to cover the future health care
benefits of retired transit work-
ers, has grown to nearly $474 mil-
lionin sixyears.

The Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority plans to deposit
another $59 million into the Oth-
er than Pension Benefits (OPEB)
fund this year and an additional
$129 million by 2014.

“It clearly demonstrates they
have the ability to grant raises,”
Local 100 president John Sam-
uelsensaid. “We're not asking for
the world. We're asking for cost
oflivingincreases.”

The MTA also could use some
OPEB money to bring back bus
and subway services that were
cutin 2010 to close a budget gap,
he said. The cuts included the
elimination of dozens of bus
routes.

But the MTA says dipping into
the fund would be terribly short-
sighted and bad for workers.

Using a series of calculations
involving escalating health care

costs, the life expectancy of the
work force and benefits granted
in past contract, the MTA calcu-
lates retiree health care will total
about $13.2billion.

“Raiding the fund is grossly ir-
responsible and completely ig-
nores the serious unfunded liabil-
ity of $13 billion that the MTA
must grapple with,” Chairman Jo-
seph Lhota said.

Public agencies have to report
how much of their future finan-
cial obligations to retirees are un-
funded. They are not legally man-
dated, however; to set aside any
money for the purpose.

Nor are they prohibited from
using some money that is set
aside for other purposes like rais-
esandservice.

The contract between the
MTA and 34,000 bus and subway
workers expired Jan. 15. The
MTA has said it can only afford
raises if the union agrees to
work-rule changes or other mea-
suresto cover the cost.

Each 1% raise in wages would
increase MTA expenses in its
$12.6 billion operating budget by
$25 million.

The MTA and Local 100 have
had a few negotiating sessions
since the contract expired but re-
main farapartonadeal.

pdonohue@nydailynews.com
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MTA moving forward with bids for Midtown HQ

By Benjamin Kabak

As the MTA has tried to become a leaner organization over the past few years, we’ve heard
repeatedly about its attempts at slimming down its real estate portfolio. The MTA owns or leases a lot more space in this city
that most people realize, and a good portion of that space is redundant or underused. So the authority has engaged in a process
to identify what it can off-load and what it must keep.

Last April, we heard rumors of a sale of the MTA headquarters building on Madison Ave. in the 40s. A sale today may not be
in order, but the MTA is hoping that, by 2014, it will be turning a profit off of its midtown holdings. Reuters has more:

The cash-poor Metropolitan Transportation Authority of New York in the next few months will begin the process of
putting its Madison Avenue headquarters in midtown on the market by issuing a Request for Proposals, an official
said on Monday...”We expect to vacate possession of these buildings to a developer in 2014 at the latest,” Jeffrey
Rosen, director of real estate, said at a finance committee meeting.

...How much the three buildings on Madison Avenue, whose location is highly desirable because it is just two blocks
west of Grand Central Terminal, will bring depends on what air rights are transferred to any new office tower
expected to be built on the site. Selling the three buildings outright would generate at least $150 million before
taking into account the transfer of air rights that would allow a developer to build a higher office tower, the authority
estimated in April 2011, when it first announced the buildings would be sold.

New York City zoning laws would allow a “minimum zoning floor area” of 376,575 square feet, the MTA estimated
last year, The maximum would be 542,268 square feet, although there might be a possibility to acquire more air

rights.
The new twist here concerns direction. While the MTA once debated selling the building, they know want to lease the space it’s

on. It may take longer to realize the economic gains from such a set-up, but the authority believes it can make more than $150
million on such an arrangement. If so, that’s shrewd ownership that shows the MTA isn’t just looking for a quick economic fix,

as [ feared when they first put out feelers for interest in the space.

http://secondavenuesagas.com/2012/02/29/mta-moving-forward-with-bids-fo... 3/1/2012
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Of course, I may be getting ahead of myself. The MTA doesn’t plan on signing over the space in any form until 2014, and a lot,
as we know, can happen in two years. As this process begins, though, the authority will consolidate its headquarters in space it
leases at 2 Broadway, a hop, skip and a jump away from the TA’s once-glorious building at 370 Jay St.

And so the MTA’s real estate world inches toward a consolidation. The authority is still discussing a deal for that Jay St. space
with New York City and New York University, and the neighborhood is rooting for such a deal. Now, as the East Side Access
project brings a large tunnel to the MTA’s current front door, the authority is eying a move away from Midtown all in the name
of economic efficiency. It’s been a long time coming, if it gets here at all.

Like Sign Up to see what your friends like
Share

Tweer 2
Categories : MTA Economics

10 Responses to “MTA moving forward with bids for Midtown HQ”

1. Brian says:
February 29, 2012 at 1:49 am

They really need to update that picture with all the old equipment

Reply
2. Scott E says:
February 29,2012 at 7:23 am

Just wondering... does the MTA, a state agency, pay property taxes to the city? If not, I"d imagine NYC would support
such a sale, so the property can start generating some tax revenue.

Reply
° AK says:
February 29, 2012 at 9:25 am

No it does not. Indeed, the MTA’s tax exemption cost the City over $750 million last year according to the
Independent Budget Office. For a list of other exempt entities (including private companies like Madison Square
Garden), see: http://ibo.nyc.ny.us/cgi-park/?p=365.

All told, while the City property tax is expected to bring in about $17.6 billion in 2012, 42 percent of all the tax
revenue the City expects to collect, exemptions in the code total 13.5 billion for the same fiscal year, an increase of
$1 billion from 2010 alone.

[ personally believe that the MTA, as a public non-for-profit service provider should receive the exemption, however
many other exemptions are nothing short of abusive and should be eliminated (which doesn’t even scratch the
surface of what’s wrong with the property tax in this City...but that discussion is for another time on another blog).

Reply
3. Al D says:
February 29, 2012 at 9:25 am

While this sounds good, there are many more parts of the puzzle, and for as large a footprint as the MTA needs in office
space, it may not ne that much. For example, does MTA own the space or does it lease it? [f it’s owned, then there are no
rent payments, so selling the space may do nothing more than enable it to pay for acquisition (lease) of new space.

http://secondavenuesagas.com/2012/02/29/mta-moving-forward-with-bids-fo... 3/1/2012
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If the current space is leased, the question then is how far away can the MTA reasonably re-locate? What are the drivers?
Example, can the MTA lease office space in Jamaica (or Sl..the irony) and save lots of $ or is that too far?

Can MNR lease office space in SoBro savings tons of $ or will they simply move into other space in East Midtown (not
much of a savings).

So whilst the idea sounds good, there are many other parts that either are addressed in a plan yet to be disclosed or haven’t
been thought through.

Reply
4. BrooklynBus says:

February 29, 2012 at 11:05 am

I don’t think the MTA knows what it wants to do itself. The original plan was to move headquarters to 2 Broadway to
consolidate office space. Then they scrapped that idea after 9-11. Then they were talking about renovating and moving
back into 370 Jay. Then they scrapped that idea. Now they are going back to their original plan of using 2 Broadway.
Meanwhile they constantly waste money by constantly moving their people from one location to another. T have a friend
who was moved to 2 Broadway from another location only to be moved back two years later and now they want to move
her back to 2 Broadway a second time and she hasn’t even changed departments!

Reply
o SEAN says:
February 29, 2012 at 12:51 pm

Not that it matters, what department is she in.

I am friendly with people who work for a furniture retailer who have stores in the NYC area. [ know of one store
manager who was transfered between three locations within the past year. So I understand what you are getting at.

Reply
5. Matthias says:
February 29, 2012 at 1:33 pm

347 Madison is a beautiful building and a nice complement to the Roosevelt Hotel across 45th—is the MTA selling it to be
torn down? What are the other 2 buildings?

Reply
o Al D says:

February 29, 2012 at 2:21 pm

They also have 345 & 341, and my guess is that their intent is to sell for development purposes. That’s a whole block
of prime property, and developers should be salivating when these come to market. Plus any new development would
retain direct access to GCT, a huge plus for the Scarsdale (and soon Muttontown!) playahs!

Reply
6. Bolwerk says:

February 29, 2012 at 1:50 pm

If they need a lump sum for some reason, it’s also possible they can securitize the future revenue of the building and get a
similar-sized lump sum today. If you accept the potentially risky assumption that the distant future revenue of the building
will greatly exceed near-term revenue, it may not be a bad move, particularly if in the future building costs will be
covered.

Generally, I like the idea of the MTA keeping properties and profiting from them. Of course, our wanker politicians
probably don’t.

Reply
Trackbacks/Pingbacks

. Linkage: Whole Foods' Construction Timeline: UK Investors to NYC | 3i Investor says:
February 29, 2012 at 9:43 am
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2 struck within hours at
same UWS train station

Two straphangers
waere struck by trains
at the same Upper
West Side station
yesterday just hours
apart, with at least
one of the two men
dead, officials said.

A man “apparently
jumped” in front of an
uptown No. 1 train en-
tering the 72nd Street
station just before
8 a.m. yesterday, an

MTA spokesman said.
He was pronounced
dead at the scene,
according to officials.

Service resumed at

again halted when an-
other man fell in front
of an approaching up-
town Nao 2 train shartly
before noon, officials
sald. He was rushed
t0 St Luke's-Roosevelt
Hospital, but there was

discrepancy between

the FDNY and the NYPD
at press time about his
condition.
Police said criminal-
ity wasn't expected in
either case.  naaceew)

Grand Central’s a clrcus

Performers Hght up Grand Central Terminal yesterday in a sneak-peak performance of
Ringting Bros. and Bamum & Balley’s naw natlonally touring show,

“Dragons.”

MTA 1o hire more workers
to monitor stations.

*Many of us who ride
the system have the
percepton that your em-
ployees care more about
safety than you do,” he
sald. Several employees
who were given pink slips
in 2010, when the MTA
eliminated two subway
routes and dozens of bus
lines, asked the board to
rehire the more than 100
workers lost then. The
TWU said the MTA has
mongy to restore service
and workers but is saving
it instead.

At a news conference
yesterday, MTA chatrinan
Joseph Lhota sald he
“respectfully disagrees”
with the union. “We are
doing everything we can
to work with the fragile
budget conditions that we
have,” ho added. ouacerin

leap day
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Republicans
not quite ready
to comMitt

© Santorum makes better
showing than expected on
Super Tuesday © Can Mitt
Romney hang on? {pages 68-09}

Drescher dishes
‘Happily’
Former ‘Nanny’ star says art \

imitates life, but she didn't
sleep with her gay ex {page 14}

WIN A FREE
- By Vi« 3 MONTH PREMIUM
north and south Bwul\l\ n@ Res;denls ask, how else can we get arounde (v.oco2 MEMBERSHIP FOR SPOTIFY!!

10
P Thi last fwestations in Brooklyn would lose G train sarvice next wintee st the line extension is not hept ;3:\:4 meuo us/newyork/(lubmeno

for yeu?



Clementi case
studdent Tyler

gun
found atF, G
train station

BROOKLYN. A homeless
man led palice to.a gun
discarded in a subwiy
trash bag yesterday along
the Fand G line in Brook-
lyn. The gun, which was
found in the trash at the
Fourth Avenue/Ninth
Street station in Park
Slope, turned out to fake
but the discovery caused
Alirm amony passe;
waiting on the platform.
© METRO/EAR

Brooklyn DA
announces
real estate
scam bust

BROOKLYN. Brooklyn Dis-
trict Attorney Charles
Hymes will announce a re-
al estate scam today
involving 12 people
arrested in seven differ-
ent cases. The individuals
are accused of engaging
in real estate fraud,
according to the district
attorney’s office. One de-
fendant is charged with a
hate criime, after prosecu-
to1s say he secured nearly
$350,000 in proceéds
from a veverse mortgige
on an Blyear-old victm's
home, Another
defendant is accused of
stealinig vacant properties
from the estates of dind
owners. @ NETRO/AB

WORLD TRADE CENTER One
World Trade Center could
give other high-altitude
broadcast locales, such as the
Empire State Building or the
Top of the Rock, a run for
their money.

The Port Authority an-
nolinced yesterday that it
plans a state-of-the-art broad-

NYC's 1 FREE DAILY

cast fadlity atop the tower,
which will top out at 1,776
feet. including the 408-square-
foot spire.

The center could eventual-
ly welcome television and PM
radjo stations, after One
World Trade Center completes
construction next year.

Before Sept. 11, the North

One WTC plans for broadcast ce

Tower included a broadcast
center at its top.
“Broadcasting from the top
of One World Trade Center is
both an economic and symhaol-
ic achievement.” said Jody
Durst. president of The Duyst
Organization, which would
oversee construction.
© ALISON ROWEN

'$10M

The broadcast center at
One World Trade Center
could generate more
than $1a million each
year, dty officials
estimate.

Brooklyn riders rally to
keep G train extension

© Local pol leads charge to save G train service © MTA won’t commit to
keeping extended stops in B’klyn © Residents worry about longer commute

Save the G! That's the rallying
cry heard in Brooklyn these
days.. as hundreds of
straphangers are pressuring
the MTA to keep service at the
last five southbound G train
stops in Brooklyn.

The MTA extended the G
more than two years ago. in
2009. to the following stops:
Fourth Avepue-Ninth Street,
Seventh  Avenue, Prospect
Park-15th Street, Fort Hamil
ton Parkway and Church Aw
enue. But the G may no longer
run to those last five stops
when the MTA completes its
ongoing Culver Viaduct reha
bilitation project, expected to
end next winter.

“The G train is the Brook-
lyn local — it links neighbor-
hoods that have been other-
wise  ipaccessible,”  said
Williamsburg District Leader
Lincoln Restler, who started a
petition to save the service.

So far at Jeast 1,500 people
have signed on.

Without the G extension,
it would take an extra 40 min-
utes to make it from Green-
point to Park Slope, Restler
pointed out, because riders

of time? i

Lincoln Restler realized the
deadline for residents to
save the extension was
inching closer last weel, af
ter the MTA finished repair-
ing the Fourth Avenue-
Ninth Street station house,
which had been closed for

would have o commute into
Manhattan and transfer to an-
other line

“I don’t know how I'd get
to work,” said Sara M., 29, who
lives in Greenpoint and com-
mutes to Park Sjope for work

South Slope business own-
er Damien Gagliano, 34, said it
would be devastating to the

40 years, With the Culver
Viaduct Rehabilitation Proj-
ect scheduled to be
completed next year,
Restler put out a call to
arms.

But despite the outdry,
MTA spokesman Charles
Seaton said the MTA still
hasn’t made up its mind.

“No decision has been
made,” said Seaton. “Closer
to the date, we'll do an as-
sessment.” @ NITRO/RAS

comnmunities that line the
train.

“A lot of people use that
train,” Gagliano said. “Other
than driving. there is no way
to gel to that side of Brook-

EMILY ANNE EPSTEIN
¥ emily.epsieln@metro.us

Affected

stations

. The following stations

 would no longer be serviced
by the G should the MTA
end service next winter:

Fourth Avenue-Ninth Street
Seventh Avenue

Prospect Park-15th Street
Fort Hamilton Parkway
Church Avenue

LA ST
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- BK president
- weighs in

Brooklyn Borough Presi-
dent Marty Markowitz
sides with straphangers
when it comes to the G
train extension.

“The extension of the
G train to Church Avenue
has given the MTA
customers,” argued
Markowitz. “We need
more service, not less.>

Markowitz said G
train service has been es-
sential to the borough’s
expanding work force.
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Clash at Transit Union

Ex-President Toussaint Steps Up-Attacks on Current Chief Amid Contract Talks

By Tep MANN

As leaders of the New York
City transit union engage in on-
going contract talks, they are
facing a prominent critic from
within their own ranks: former
union chief Roger Toussaint,
who led a crippling three-day
bus and subway strike in 2005,

Mr, Toussaint is going in-
creasingly public with attacks on
John Samuelsen, the president
of Transport Workers Union Lo-
cal 100. He has taken particular
aim at what he calls a failure.to
rally workers in a show of
strength, underscored by a deci-
sion to allow the current con-
tract to expire on Jan. 15 with-
out a threat to strike.

“The issue is not if they have
the [money],* Mr. Toussaint said
in an interview with The Wall
Street Journal this week. “It's
about getting it from them. And
you have to have a real strategy
to do that. You can’t just make it
up as you go along and hope
that no one notices.”

Mr. Samuelsen said that the
union’s choice of a new tone was
by design. The 2005 strike was
held in defiance of state law, and
the harsh penalties hobbled the
local financially for years.

“The great irony of this is
that the strike in 2005 was actu-
ally detrimental to the union’s
ongoing ability to organize

‘You have to have a
real strategy....You
can't just make it

up as you ¢o along
and hope that no
one notices.’

members in a fight-back,” Mr.
Samuelsen said. “There was such
a bitter taste left in the mouths
of Local 100 members after the
settlement of the 2005 strike
that the problems still reverber-
ate to this day.”

Mr. Toussaint’s emergence
comes just weeks after he sur-
prised fellow union members by

of this is that the
strike in 2005
was actually
detrimental’ to
the union.

returning from a position in
Washington, D.C., to resume his
old job as a track-shdp worker at
a Metropolitan Transportation
Authority facility in Brooklyn.
‘The move has driven a belief
that Mr. Toussaint could either
seek to wrest control of the
union back from Mr. Samuelsen
or throw his support behind one

of the factions seeking to do so
in elections this fall.

Mr. Toussaint, who led the lo-

cal from 2000 to 2009, declined
to comment on his political
plans.
He previously ruled out a
power grab, Including ih an open
letter to the union's executive
board in January. But he re-
cenitly has taken steps to raise
his profile, including appearing
at a recent meeting of the execu-
tive board at a YMCA in Brook-
lyn, and conferring with Nelson
Rivera, a union vice president
3 who is considered a potential
2 challenger to Mr. Samuelsen.

Mr. Rivera didn’t return re-
quests for comment.

Mr. Toussaint is among the
most militant—and the most

tract talks, Negotiations have
proceeded slowly, in part be-
cause Mr. Samuelsen underwent
hip surgery in February and
struggled to recover from a sub-
sequent infection. He has re-
turmed to a limited public sched-
ule, including a planned
celebration of Irish culture
Thursday in Brooklyn and a ne-
gotiating session last week.
Still, there has been little in-
dication that the MTA is backing
off its demands that the union’s
Pleaseturntopage Al8

Rep. Turner
Launching
Senate Run

By ANDREW GROSSMAN

WASHINGTON—Sen. Kirsten
Gillibrand has her highest-profile
challenger yet: Rep. Robert
Turner, the Queens businessman
whose upset victory in the race
to replace Anthony Weiner made
him a GOP hero.

Mr. Turner is better known
than the three other Republican
candidates in the race, but he
would still be an underdog
against Ms. Gillibrand, who had
more than $8 million on hand at
the end of 2011 and has seen her
approval ratings rise in recent
months. The Democratic senator
easily won a special election in
2010 to fill out the rest of Hill-
ary Clinton’s term after she be-
came U.S. secretary of state,

Suspect Surrenders in Manhattan Brothel Case

New Yorics Catholic school network has seen a rise in its spe
even as its student enroliment has dropped,

Support tor elementary schools
from the archdiocese

$40 tillion
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Archdiocese
Alters Cours
On Schools

By Sopaia HOLLANDER

After closing dozens of
schools last year, the Archdio-
cese of New York now is em-
barking on the most ambitious
phase of a multipronged plan to
reshape its Catholic education
system.

In September, three boards
will be given broad authority to
determine policy for all schools
in their regions, shifting control
of elementary schools away from
parishes and the central superin-
tendent’s office.

If the experiment works, the
archdiocese—which stretches
north from the city into
Dutchess and Ulster counties
and west into Sullivan County—
will create a total of 10 regional
boards that officials say will
save on costs and improve effi-
ciency. When combined with
new revenue sources, the plan is
intended to shore up the sys-
tem's faltering finances,

“It’s uncharted waters for us,”
said the Rev. Thomas Madden,
who will head the Rockiand
Courity board. “We're going to
learn as we do it. In a way, it'’s
exhilarating.”

New York has not been im-
mune to the struggles of Catho-
lic schools across the country.
Last year, the archdiocese closed
27 elementary schools, citing
shrinking student bodies: Since
20086, enrollment has plunged by
14,550 students, officials said.

“We didn’t close academically
failing schools. We closed

erhnnle harance wo haymn’t Ra.

“A move towards th;
governance has been w
in other areas for quit
time,” said Dr. Karer
president of the Nation
He Bducational Ass
“New York is just a I
getting into this. I don*
criticize them. But I thi
a very important thing
really help the schools.

New York officials
the new board struct
three pilot regions in §
land, the northwest a:
Bronx, and Rockland
Brooklyn and Queens
their own archdiocese a
part of the overall plan

Boards will be able
most decisions rela

A plan to move ¢t
of elementary scl
away from parish
regional boards.

schools, including chs
uniform rules and tuiti
tain decisions—such as
school—will still require
sion from the archdioci

The boards will be ¢
of volunteers, and pri
hold a majority on e:
archdiocese said it was
ating new offices in eac
to implement policies a
see school finances. Offi
mit the offices would be

Hnannl Aowmnanen thad wdl



5 re[ecied i vw pian w
‘housands of public school
to these Manhattan neigh-
oods over the next three
o

1e 360-acre Hudson Yards
in Midtown West is among
argest commercial and resi-
{al development projects in
ity. There are plans to con-
't more than 8,000 addi-
il housing units there by

1e Upper West Side between
and 77th streets is also
od for strong growth and
add more than 3,000 resi-
jal units by 2015.
at not enough elementary
middie schools will be built
2015 to accommodate the
1lies who will be moving into

[TIIF YT I RVIVING

Street and 77th streets exceeded
capacity during the 2010-11
school year, the report said.

A planned school in that area
called P.S./1.S. 342 in the River-
side Center project will add 488
seats by 2015. But “the new
school will likely be over-
crowded upon its completion”
based on housing projections,
the report said.

Enrollment for the 2010-11
schoo) year between 59th and
77th streets was 3,468 and ca-
pacity was 3,408. In 2015, enroll-
ment is estimated to be 3,990
and capacity will be 3,896.

And in Midtown West, school
enrollment for elementary- and
middle-school students will ex-
ceed capacity by about 600 seats

space, and the consequences of
this inaction are dire.”

The neighborhoods of
TriBeCa and Battery Park City
tell a different story than the
Upper West Side or Midtown
West. Elementary and middle
schools in those neighborhood’s
were overcrowded as recently as
2008, according to the report.

But the city has since added
several hundred seats to allevi-
ate crowding conditions there
and is in the process of adding
another school at the former
Peck Slip Post Office in 2015.

“The city did respond accord-
ingly” in Lower Manhattan, Ms.
Denham said. “1 don’t think it's
as urgent downtown looking for-
ward.”

good 1000 ana kL wut ve av-
tractive to both a business per-
son and the neighborhood,” she
said.

Hudson River Park already has
several casual-dining options,
but they have enjoyed mixed suc-
cess. A concession near the West
Village at Pier 45, which served
snacks and light fare, closed last
fall. The trust also is seeking a
new casual noshing spot for that
space.

Earlier this year, the trust re-
ported a shortfall of about $10
million in its proposed budget
for fiscal year 2012 on its web-
site. Trust officials said they
have since secured lease pay-
ments from long-term tenants
that have erased the shortfall.

lurner to Make a Senate Run

atinued frompage Al5
ead of the state GOP's conven-
n on Friday in Rochester. The
ite Conservative Party, whose
cking is considered crucial for
rtewide Republican candidates,
\ds its convention days later.
Glen Caplin, a spokesman for
s. Glllibrand, said Mr. Turner’s
mgressional record is “far too
treme for New York.”
Mr. Turner faces a formidable
\allenge in running statewide
1ainst an incumbent Democrat
New York—particularly during
presidential election year. He
n’t well known outside of his
1strict in a relatively conserva-
ve corner of Brooklyn and
ueens and must introduce him-
if quickly to voters upstate
nd on Long Island, two areas
there Repuhlicans must do well.
He also faces problems from
dlow Republicans. Attorney
vendy Long, who declared her

i mmmm.u;\:twmmwm
lrhlsupsetHousevictovylns\fdl,Rep.BobmelsamﬂnoatﬂnSmheseatheldbyKistenGlmbrand

candidacy in February, has been
courting local Conservative
Party officials around the state,
and many would likely back her,
party Chairman Michael Long
said. That raises the prospect of
them hoth appearing on the No-
vember ballot and splitting the
anti-Gillibrand vote.

“T think he’s come to the table
rather late,” said Mr. Long, who
is not related to Ms. Long.
“Wendy Long has garnered the
support of my party’s leaders up
and down New York.”

Ms. Long said in a statement
she would continue her run.

"We welcome Bob to the race
and look forward to seeing him
and the rest of the guys in Roch-
ester,” she said.

Another GOP candidate, Joe
Carvin, the mayor of Rye, N.Y,,
appeared surprised by Mr.
Turner’s announcement.

“lt's all happening very

quickly. I don’t have much of a
comment at this point,” Mr.
Carvin said. “I'm taking it one
day at a time right now.”

The other declared candidate,
Nassau County Comptroller
George Maragos, said in state-
ment that he is focused on the
campaign and plans to announce
more endorsements soon.

Mr. Turner has some advan-
tages. His September win in a
district that had been considered
a safe Democratic seat drew the
attention of national Republi-
cans and donors, raiging the pos-
sibility that some of them will
back his Senate bid.

He can also tap his personal
wealth to help fund his cam-
paign. He put $168,284 of his
own money into his 2010 run,
and spent $65,500 to win the
race to replace Mr. Weiner, who
resigned in June after a sexting

Continued from page AI5
35,000 members forgo raises.

That has created an opening
for opposition voices such as Mr.
Toussaint, who has resumed the
fiery rhetoric that was one of
the hallmarks of the 2005 strike.

He said Mr. Samuelsen was
“left at the altar” because the
union signaled early in the pro-
cess that workers would stay on
the job after the contract ex-
pired.

“The unlon’s power lies...in
the strength of a mobilized
membership—not bluffing, not
smoke and mirrors or gimmicks,
but mobilization that is observ-
able and demonstrable,® Mr.
Toussaint wrote in an email to
the Journal.

Mr. Samuelsen said his efforts
to mobilize members and stage
rallies had outstripped anything
Mr. Toussaint organized in the
years after the strike, After tak-
ing office in 2010, Mr, Samuelsen
said, he quickly hired his just-
defeated rival and former Tous-
saint ally, Curtis Tate, and set
about trying to revive the flag-
ging spirits of his local.

“Roger couldn't mobilize 20
members to do anything after
the 2005 strike,” he said. "He
could’t mobilize a bunch of kin-
dergarten kids to get online to
get conkies and milk, and yet he
finds fit to criticize our mobili-
zation in the last year.”

The slow negotiating pace,
and its relatively peaceful tone,
is a departure in strategy for Lo-
cal 100.

“They're trying something
different,” said Joshua Freeman,
a professor of history at Queens
College and the CUNY Graduate

scandal.

Center, and author of a history

Former Union Head
Faults New Tactics

of the TWU in New York.
Whether it pays off really re-
mains to be seen.”

The deliberate approach may
be a gamble, Mr. Freeman said,
that the climate for public sector
unions can only improve from
the low ebb of last year, when
state governments sought to rein
in sharply on spending.

“The most recent state
worker government contracts
were really sort of terrible,” Mr.
Freeman said, referring to deals
struck by CSEA and the Public
Employees Federation with the
administration of Gov. Andrew
Cuomo, including givebacks and
a three-year freeze in base pay.

“There was such a
bitter taste’ after the
strike was settled,
Mr. Samuelsen said.

“They’re not directly a tem-
plate for the TWU contract, but
they’re definitely part of the
backdrop to it,” Mr. Freeman
said, adding that TWU officials
may hope that an improving eco-
nomic picture may help soften
the MTA's opposition to granting
ralses.

Mr. Toussaint said the union
instead risks ending up in arbi-
tration, where the MTA could
successfully argue it can’t afford
raises,

Mr. Samuelsen sald criticism
wasn’t affecting his determina-
tion to strike a better deal for
his workers than MTA is seeking.

“t doesn’t change the equa-
tion,” he sald.

lanie Grayce West

edical Center Backer Boosts

What sounds like an Upper
last Side gym and spa—com-
slete with Relki massage,
Teadmills, hydrotherapy, exer-
sige areas and a quiet room for
scupuncture—is actually a re-
nabilitation and fitness center
for pets at the Animal Medical
Center.

The center is the invention
of New York author and busi-
nesswoman, Tina Santi Fla-
herty. It was a project that
was long in the making before
opening in 2008.

Mrs. Flaherty came to the
idea years ago because she had
a Labrador retriever, Liam,

LML Lie deeabania Tha anle

ercise was by swimming, a
low-impact therapy that's easy
on the joints.

Mrs. Flaherty thought that
a facility with hydrotherapy
and other services, like the
treatments people receive at a
physical-therapy clinic, could
work at the Animal Medical
Center.

“I'm like a dog with a bone,
literally. 1 just would not let it
go and I kept bringing it up,”
recalls Mrs. Flaherty, a board
member of the Animal Medical
Center who has given more
than $2 million to the organi-
zation over the years.

Nawr tha ranter treats

Cats and dogs come to the cen-
ter, among other reasons, to
rehabilitate after surgery or in-
jury, to lose a few excess
pounds or to recelve pain-man-
agement freatments to allevi-
ate aches caused by arthritis
and other joint problems.

Mrs. Flaherty’s two dogs
are patients, too. Jackle, a 7-
year-old Labrador retriever,
has been going to the center
for years for regular rehabilita-
tion treatments. Scarlett, a
Cavaller King Charles Spaniel,
also 7, goes to the center
chiefly because she doesn’t like
to be apart from Jackle. She
enes for an intensive workout,

Options for lil Pets

the underwater treadmill.

] thought, what the heck,
I'll send her to rehab even
though she doesn’t need it,”
explains Mrs. Flaherty with a
laugh. “Cavaliers tend to get a
little chubby. We thought it
would keep her bikini line in
order.”

Mrs. Flaherty is very much
the dedicated animal lover, but
It’s a passion that came later
in life and only after many
years in New York. She grew
up on a farm and had doubts
about having a dog without
the big yard. She got her first
dog in 1992, which was 10
years after she initially started

the board to raise money for
the Animal Medical Center.

She likes big dogs, the bet-
ter to dance and play with, she
says. Mrs. Flaherty is quick to
say that Jackie and Scarlett
aren’t spoiled, they are just
loved. She included their
names on an exhibit, “In the
Company of Animals: Art, Lit-
erature, and Music,” that she
sponsored and that is cur-
rently on view at New York's
Morgan Library & Museum.

“There’s something about
this city that makes you want
to bond with something. Some-
thing living and breathing and
it happened for me in New
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DIVIDING THE HOUSE: Tr
dent John Samuelsen, flank:
Viadeck, em
after fending o

from Eastern Dﬂtrlct Court in Bmklyn March 8
a lawsuit over the purchase of a new union hall a few

The ChielLeader/Michel Friang
m-t Workers Union Local 100 Prosi-

rneys Larry Cary and Liz

blocks away. The plaintiff, John Landers, said the purchase should
have been put to a direct membership vote; Mr. Samuelsen said this
was impractical and Mr, Landers was trying to “blindside” him during

a contract fight.

Brought by Dissident Faction

Judge Tosses Suit Against
TWU Buying Headquarters

By SARAH DORSEY

A Judge March 8 allpwed the
chage of l:l newutfrhmﬂlii_on 'l.Ilgmn
in Broo ts for Transport
Workers Union Local 100,
a suit brought by pnimml opponents
of its 1sndarah1

The union’s exacuhvn board ap-
proved the . but John Lan-
ders, 8 Canductor, that Pres-
ident John Samuelsen should have al-
lowed n membership vote on the is-
sue If he'd won, the union would have
forfeited a $225,000 deposit and like-
Iy would have loat the ﬁl‘]l}m‘“ﬂlﬂ]’ 10
buy the building, since the paperwork
wasn due the following day.
ders said the impetus for the lawumt
came from Tommy Creegan, third-rail
chuairman and an executive board
member who plans to challenge Mr
Samuelgen 1 this fall's election.

38,000 Site Visits Impractical

Local 100 lawyer Larry Cary ar-
gued that the v;.ku International’s
constitution doesn't réquire 8 mem-
bership vote an Tty t:nu'lsantluns
and that one would have bea
tnca]l since the unn-.-r;I consi sev
eral properties, each re a)te
visita by the executweqbo:%
members of the international, and t.he
conrideration of many details.

“There’s no way we can take 38,000
peaple out Lo & fly am‘l ask them
what thoy p ﬁ find.

Judge Dora.dn

that the union hﬁ iﬁltm‘d the ruim,h

that Mr, Landers svss onlikely to win
the case if it weny forward, and that
he'd waited too long to file his suit.
The executive board approved the
purchase in October.

She also woplied the purchase was
sound, noting that the union would
save, conservatively, $1 million a year
by buving instead of renting, that it
would earn income from renting out
extra roms, and that the building was
within walking distance to an sgency
where most of the members wor!

Charge SBamuelsen's Undemocratic

Mr. C , Speaking outside the
courtroom during a recess, sharply

digagreed, echoing Mr. Lnndm attor-
ney, who argued that Mr. Samuslsen
was denying the mombership's “dem-
ocratic to. .. have a voice on a
fantasti sxpanaive decision.”
“Every single person in that court-
rrmm 18 paid for with union dues,” said
reagan. “Thay forgot where they
came from "

Mr. Landers claimed that he de-
layed in filing the suit because he'd
hoped to exhaust internal remedies
first, but the union never brought his
complaint before the executive

"’ﬁ\m s all about polxtlea, Mr. Sam-
uelsen replied. “They're focusing on
stumbling the union nto i eon-
tract fight, It was a ide move.”

He said the o w}uch consist of
thres floors at 196 Montague St., will
earn Local 100 about $6.000 a month
in rental income; the union currently
leases office space in midtown Man-
hattan for $100,000 & month.

Defends Buying Process

The executive board has approved
four bmldl since he took office in
Januar Mr. Samuelaeu acdded,
nl:ma ol whn:fm the union ended up

"YL.C you follow their rationsle, we'd
have to hold mass-membership meet-

Last-Minute Filing Stings
UFT Blasts Mayor on Plan
To Shut 33 Shaky Schools

By DAVID SIMS
United Federation of Teachers
Pmaame:inmldlﬁel Mul lust week
t Mayor Bloomberg was
behind the push to close 33 ing
schools and excess half their staff, as
the t of Education moved
forward with its “turnaround” push
ht before a | deadline,

r 18 of the 33 schools it means to
close, the DOE published the “eduon-
tional impact statements" online on
March 5 at 11:20 p.m., less than an
hour the e far sthool
closings. It had published the other 16
statements a week sarlior, i

. UFT Likely to File Buit

It has not yet submitted its turm-
mmd applications 1o the State Ed-
partment, but t.hoae appli-
catmns are necessary “f Lo secure
extra funding from Federal schoolim-
provement grants. The vity believes it
can pursue the tumamund pnllﬂ
thar way, although the ely
to dmpuhe the move in courl.

The a.hllta to turnaround and school
Bkmrfberg’ State of th 'cm MEmaw
5 Lt @ LF
inJan « Prior to that, matﬂo o
UFI‘ negotmnng onan eval.

ure the extra Fed-
aral fum!mg. but lhe talks stalled.

though the major issues in those
t.nlkshnvanuw heen resolved, the oity
|.s forward with (18 move to close

I8, and Mr. Mulgrew eaid he ex-
psctod it to follow through on the

"l he]mvs that the plan was always

Lot

about closing schools. my can-
vargations with the he's not
concerned with whether he gets an

evaluation agresment or not,” he said
in a phone interview.

‘Ueing Kids to Polish Image’

“Hig plan, with what little time he
has left, is to close schools, and to...
build a national na of someone

i bold The problem now is, he will
use ildren in ool commu-
nities in New York City to build his na-
tional persona,” he continued.

He esaid the Mayor had told him
that “he would never be able to fire a
’Paacher under this evaluation sys-
tem," and decided to pursue turn-
around al;aa n un"osﬁgg Mr. Mlulgrnw
charged that the was planning
to ¢lose between 756 and 1{]8 schools
next year

1 they came in (for evaluation
nagu!:iat.lans the other day, we had a
imple question: are you plan-

ings every time. The 38,000 bers
elect an executive board to make
these decnmona for them.”

: : interng i
al\hnd beett tnr:mdibly thnmugh. ?‘e
added that hed nvarlumad a rule by
his pi uaanmt. l.hnt
would have nllm\r huu
executive board and buy e spaee
mmsly by consulting with the union

Mr. Samuelsen returned to contract
negotiations with the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority March 9 af-
ter a month away on medical leave.
The partios were said to have dis-
cussed discipline and grievance issues.

nlns to close 75 to 100 schools next
yenr" They still haven't answered
that,” he said. “If the DOE does not
have the ability w do that, because all
they're interested in 8 placating the
Mayor's political agenda, then we're
not going to get to an agreement.”

U%‘I highlighting the case of
W.H. Maxwell areer and Technical
Education High School in Brooklyn,
which received an A on ita progress
report from the DOE, an improve-
ment from an F gratle only thres

Jmor yet is still on the turn-
aroun

DOE Calls Own Grade Misleading

The DOE has ed that while the
achool had made significant progress,

TWU: Agency Debt a Drain

Fare Hikes Just Cover Benefits

MICHAEL MULGREW: Mny-
or trumping up ‘bold persona.’
ite student-achievement, attendance
and graduntion rntan Hl‘t‘ still low

com| o citywide as.
v-have no m!eint your job
is you want all schools tn be great
schools, well here's one that's t.
but you want to closa it,” Mr. M

aaid. “They just put out educational
Impact statements to close A- and B-
grade schools, If wam al this point,
then it doesn’t matter”™

UFT Looking to Put
Klein on Stand In
School-Closing Suit

By DAVID SIMS

Former Schools Chancellor Joel 1.
Klein may have to take the stand to
defend the clogsing of 19 schools in
2011 efter the United Federation of
Teachers isaued subpoenas to him and
11 other Department of Education of-
ficials for its long-running lawsuit.

The suit was filed in March 2011
and attemptad to block the phu.se—oul.
of 19 schools, which had been
lit the month before by a Panel for E d-
ucational Policy vote.

While the UFT succeeded in blocking
the closing of schools the year before,
lqmvuur that DO had flkiled to fm:pm-
{u. count for the community im

» closings would have, the 2011
guit did not have the same xmpact

UFT: Set Up for Failure

Manhattan Supreme Court Justice
Paul Feinman denied the UFT’s re-
3uest for a temporary restraining or-

er ngainst the closings last July, but
allowed the underlying case to pro-
ceed. The um(m said it would continue

(Contmued on Page 14)

Mulgrew,
DOE *
Teache

By DAV1
Negotiations ove
ation system inchet
with the first meet
tween the Unite
s_and Dept

tion, but UFT Presi
grew eaid the DOE’
ploying “turnaroun
closing 33 strugg
mained a major ro:
“Today's meeting
an understanding )
done,

getting things

n & statement, “Ho
ficult to work with 1
they continue to !
racklessly close scht
dents and echool co

Walcott

Schools Chancell
responded that Mr
even attended the

“Two weeks ago
Mulgrew, 1 requestt
down with us at tk
date to hammer ou
a citywide teacher
and we agreed to .

" he said in a &

attended the p
tunately, Mr. Mulg
tendance, he conti
reason why an a
reached very quic!
Mulgrew wil ntn
public and start ho
the L we
arnor Cuomo and

of major progress ¢
tion negotiations !
and on Feb. |
not been finalizec
“turnaround” seem
The talks are not
aystem—just for an
at 33 schools classif
the Federal Gover
those echools woulc
tra funding and
mentor Teachers ¢
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JOE MARINO/DAIL HEWS

CHOOL BUS operators
plan to drastically slash
the pay and benefits of
their 8,600 drivers and
matrons beginning next
week, the Daily News has learned

The companies will asnnounce
Fridaya 7 S%cutin hourly wages
effective April 15, They also plan
to eliminate pay for week-long
breaks during Christmas and
Easter, which means theiremploy-
ees will receive no check for next
week schoolbreak.

Asifthat wasn’tbad enough,
the companies arealso requiring
workers o pay more money for
their health insurance

The owners’ actions come only
weeksafter Local 1181 of the bus
driversunion endeda bitter
month-longstrike that left
100,000 school kids, many of
them special education students,
wilhoul transportation

Thewalkout failed, however, to
dissuade Mayor Bloomberg from
eliminatingjob security provi-
sionsthathad been in city con-
tracts with the companies for
decades

Bloomberg's decision “gave a
green light” for bus owners “to

JURN
RONZALEZ

destroy everything we have
worked Lo achieve for decades,”
union president Mike Cordiello
said Wednesday

Cordiello vowed to seek a court
injunction tostop the owners
from declaring an impasse in
contract tatks and imposing new
conditions

Thecuts are so draslic, Cordiel-
lowarned, hismembers may even
vote togoback out on strike

Jeffrey Pollack, an attormey for
the buscompanies. refused to
discuss the specifics of cuts except
tosay: "It'sgenerallyadown-
ward contract for the em-
ployees ™

“Wedon'tlightlygoain
and ask forreductions,”

Mike Cordiello
warus anios may go
back on strike over

wage slash.
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.7.5% reduction in
hourly pay starting
April 15.

Christmas and Eas-
IR SChool breaks,
' Top pay lor bus

drtvers will drop
from $50,000 to
$40,000.

. Pay for bus
matrons

will roughly go from

$28,000 to $20,000.

. Workers must pay
more for heatth

Insurance.

Pollack said. “We’re not sitting
there drinking champagne ”

The traditional bus operators
“have 1o compete with new
companies coming into the feld.”
Pollack said

In other words, the old compa-
nies must reduce wagesif they
want to survive against newcom-
ers who will start with lower paid
workers.

“That’s what we warned about
allalong,” said Larry Hanley,
president of Local 1181's national
parentunion “Bloombergsef the
stage for abunch of fat cat bus
ownerswho all own yachtsto gut
the livelihood of ordinary workers
inaracetothe bottom ”

The mayor,on the other hand,
hasinsisted thatacourtrulingno
longer allows him to keep employ-

eeprotections Besides, eliminat-
ingthose archaic protec-
. tionswill save millionsin
'§ school transportation

W 7 costs.hepredicted

5 Nowwe can seehow —
by knocking busma-
tronsdown to
$20,000aycar
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Lessons in
nutrition

IN A PUSH 1o get city kids
to eal healthier, the Educa-
tion  Departinenl  an-
nounced Wednesday a part-
nership with school dis-
tricts across the country to
serve the same nutritious
lunches each day

New York City will team
up with Los Angeles, Chica-
go and other public schools
to nourish millions of kids
with fare like brown rice
andsteamed vegetables

The initiative is run
through the Urban School
Food Alliance, which will
allowthe districts to coordi-
natebulk purchasesto keep
costslow  Corinne Lestch

Dead SEAL's
ma rips Reid

THE MOTHER of a fallen

| Navy SEAL blasted Senate

Majority Leader Harry
Reid Wednesday for link-
ing the deaths of seven Ma-
rines killed in a training mis-
sion Monday to cuts caused
by sequestration

Debbie Lee — whose son.
Marc. died in combat in
Iraq in 2006 — accused Reid
of using the Marines killed
at the Hawthome Army
Depot in Nevada as a *'polit-
ical football *

“Attempting 1o link se-
questration to the tragic ac-
cident  is a travesty, and
Sen Reid should be
ashamed of himself,” Lee
said Bill Hutchinson

Styrofoam groan

THE CITY'S ban on Styro-
foam cups will cost the city
and consumers nearly $100
million per year, estimatesa
report released Wednesday
by the American Chemistry
Council

The group’s report says
the cheapest alternative 1o
Styrofoam costs 94% over
what the products cost
now, “effectively doubling
the costto businesses "

Thecity countered that it
spends $2 million each year
to haul the plastic foam to
landfills Tina Moore
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Occupy gives
free subway
rides for 99%

Police and transit sources said thick ¢chains with padlocks wore
discoverad on the gates at the following stations;

DAILY NEWS NYDailyNews.com

GUIL

%O

Manhattan:
3 135th St.
65 116th St

Brooklyn:

L Halsey St.

D! Ninth Ave,
Beverly Road

i® Carvoll St.

Queens:

@ Steinway St

(3) 65th St.

ENCY

Lock gates open at 8 stations

BY PETE DONOHUE
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS

OCCUPY WALL STREET protest-
gave straphangersa freeride.

Someeswdbandsoﬂawbruk
ers chained open emergency exit
gates in cight subway stations begn-
ning about 5 a.m Wednesday And

posted in the subway stations
called for n “general strike” on
May1

“No_housework. No shoppi
No banking. No school. No work,”
one flyer declared, using the sym-
bols of the numbered lines to make
alist

The p - 1t
madeandweredeugnedmdlestyle
of MTA noticesto riders.

A “communique” on Twitter
from the “Rank and File Lnitiative”
claimed activists chained open
gatesat more than 20 stations.

“This moming before rush hour,
teams of activigts, many from Occu-
Py Wall Street, in conjunction with
rank and file workers from the
Transport Workers Union Local
100 and the Amalgamated Transit
Union, opened up more than 20 sta-
tions across the city for free entry,”
thestatementsaid.

“No property was damaged,” it
continued. “Teams have chained
open service gates and taped up
furnstiles in a coordinated re-
sponse to escalating service cuts,
fare hikes, racist policing, assaults
on transil workers’ working condi-
tions and livelihoods — and the
profiteering of the super-rich by
way of a system they've rigged in
theirfavor.”

Police and transit sources aaid
thick chains with padlocks were
discovered on the gates at two sta-
tions in Manhattan, four stations in
Brooklyn and two stations in
Queens - potentially allowing
thousands of commuters free rides.
Police are investigating but have
not made any arrests. They are also
probing whether transit workers
wereinvolved.

The first chained exit was discov-
ered about 5 am. In some stations,
the gates were chained within view
of token booth clerks — who report-
ed it to the Rail Control Center,
which in tum notified police. Most
chains were cut and removed by
8:30 am., sources said, but each
gate was open for at least an hour.

After the first discovery, transit
staff and cops did a sweep through
the subway systemn looking for oth-

ers.

Transport Worlers Union Local
100is in contract negotiations with
the Metropolitan Transportation
Authority, which maintains its
$12.6 billion budget has no extra
dough for even cost-of-living in-
creases.

Local 100 has come out in sup-
part of the OWS message that the
working and middle classes have
suffered because of the financial in-
dustry’s excesses and fraud.

TWU Local 100 President John
Samuelsen said his organization
wasnot involved

“We knew nothing about it,” he
said.  With Rocco Parascandola

pdonohue@nydailynews.com

@ Three counts of criminal
sexzact in first degree

@ Three counts of

sex3assault for u

-r"l
e
IR

BYMELISSAGRACE,
BARBARAROSS,

JENNIFER H. CUNNINGHAM
and CORKY SIEMASZKO
NEWYORK DAILY NEWS

SHE INSISTED she wasraped

Awitness testified she was raped.

A doctor told the court it ap-
peared she was raped

Police found the sugpect's semen
on her panties.

And even the cop accused of bru-
talizing the Bronx schoolteacher ad-
wmitted assaulting her.

Despite that, an eight-raan, four-
woman jury that included several
big-time Manhattan lawyers would
not convict disgraced former Offic-
er Michael Pena of rape Wednes-
day.

Their refusal forced Manhat-
tan Supreme Court Justice Rich-
ard Carruthers to settle for a
partial verdict that could still
send Pena to prison for life.

It also left the victim and
others wondering what it takes
to convicl somebody of rape in
thistown.

Black-clad and surrounded by
her parents and friends, the
woman burst into tears
and doubled over as if |
in pain when Carruth-
ersdeclared a mistrial

Her parents tried to
comfort her. But she
was inconsolable

Pena did not look at them
and sat silently beside his law-
yer, Ephraim Savitt.

“He had deep regret for what
hedidtoher...he violated her,”
Savitt said. “It didn’t rise to the
level of rape, but he violated her
There was never a denial about
that.”

In a statement, Manhattan
District Attomey Cy Vance Jr.
commended the victim “for her
bravery.”

“In this brutal attack against
an innocent young woman, the
defendant showed no mercy,”
he said. “At sentencing, we will
recommend that he receive
none.”

Pena, who was convict-
ed by the same
jury Tuesday on

six counts of

Juror Lloyd
Constantine

BLARC A G RMARN

predatory

ing gun

BUT NOT

sexual act for sodomizing her,
will be sentenced on May 7. He
hasbeen fired by the NYPD.

Savitt has not said if he will
appeal Pena’s convictions

No explanation for the fail-
ure to reach a rape verdict was
forthcoming from the jurors, in-
cluding the one who threw the
trial into chaos when it was re-
vealed he played tennis with
Vance.

“]am not going to reveal how
I voted or how anybody else
voied,” said Lloyd Constantine,
one of five lawyers on the panel
“There is no law that says a jury
hastoreach averdict”

The other jurors said even
less and appeared to be unanj-
mous in their relief that the trial
was over.

“It's a very disturbing case.”
said a female juror who de-
clinedto give her name

Juror Scott Warren, the attor-
ney whose report that Constan-
tine was dissing the prosecu-
tors’ case led to the revelations
of the Constantine-Vance rela-
tionship, praised his fellow ju-

Tors
“It was a very hardwork-
ing, intelligent, diligent
group, but I don't want to
say anything beyond
that,” he said
Disagreements over



Police a1e vearching foy
a man they sav is want-
“ed In connection with a
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- Narlem outside the
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| susped Is described as

| being 20 to 25 years

- old. 5-f00t-8 te 5 foot
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© MTA defends NYPD’s move to kick
riders off city bus to transport

arrested protesters

to jail © OWS

chains subway doors at 20 stations

Riders, be ready: The NYPD can
commandeer your bus at any
time to take prisoners to jail.

Yesterday, MTA Chairman
Joseph Lhota backed the
NYPD’s controversial confisca-
tion of a public bus to trans-
port Occupy Wall Street pro-
testers who were arrested at
Zuccotti Park on March 17, the
sixth-month anniversary of
the movement.

“When you have situations
like this and the police deter-
mine that they need to get
from point A to point B, we
will help them,” Lhota said.

Protesters said police offi-
cers stopped an M5 bus, which
runs the length of Manhattan
from South Ferty to the George
Washington Bridge, around
midnight by Zuccotti Park.
They said the NYPD made pay-
ing passengers get off and in
their place boarded dozens of
arrestees. Police rerouted the
vehicle to the Midtown South
police precinct.

It is unclear if those riders
who were kicked off were re-

asafreeride?

NV YORK. Thousands of siders
£ot a free subway ride yestor
day morning thanks to Ocon-
Py Wall Streer.

Well befare rush hour, pro-
testers sieaked into subway

imbursed for their fare. )

Drivers who object to work-
ing with police can opt out of
driving prisoners, Lhota said,
because the police department
has officers trained to drive
buses. Lhota said the MTA of-
ten works with other dty
agendes to transport people in
emergendes. like 9/11 and
during Tropical Storm Irene.

“This relationship between
the transit authority and the
NYPD goes back to as long as
the transit authority has been
around,” said Lhota.

But Occupy Wall Street pro-
testers stormed yesterday's
board meeting to voice their
anger. “Public resources have
been commandeered by a pri-
vate army,” said Shawn Carrie,
22, an OWS protester who was
arrested on March 17, refer-
encing when Mayor Michael
Bloomberg infamously de-
clared on Nov. 29, “I have my
own army in the NYPD *

EMILY ANNE EPSTEIN
emily.epsteln@metro.us

Fare game?
| Oecupy said the "fare
| in responsa to “escalating

working
conditions and Hvetihoods.*

Coop’s Israel hoycotters
vow to keep ﬁghting

PARK SLOPE. Those who
proposed the Park Slope Food
Coop vote to ban imported Is-
raeli foods said they will not
back down, despite the fact
that the suggestion lost in a
1,005-t0-653 vote.

“The resuits of the vote
show that there remains
much work to do in our
efforts to educate co-op mem-
bers,” said ban supporters in

:. 6 5 Jpeople said they

wanted ta have
| the vote, while 1,005
| people voted against.

an e-mail.

At the food co-op, items
that would be affected under
the ban include paprika, veg-
an marshmallows, olive pesto
and produce. @ MiTRO/cB

stations and chained apen
Ore thian 20 entrances

Padiocks wiere repartedly
discoyered at 135t Street on
the 3 116th Street on the 6;
Halsey Street on the L Ninth
Avente on the 1) Beverly
Road on the 0 and Carroll
Street on the F stop in Brook-

THURSDAY, MARCH 24, 2012

the MTas s

lyn; as well as Steinway Street
and 65th Street on the R in
Queens, among other stations.

The gates were open at
about 5 am. and the MTA cut
most of them down by 8:30
am

Protesters sald they
worked in conjunction with
“rank-and-file” workers from

d2

_HATHAR RTCIUNETAO

‘ﬁ.’«%

bus

the Transport Workers Union
Local 160 and the Amalgamat-
ed Transit Union.

A union spokesman denied
the TWU was part of the

_ attack.

Fliers posted in the subway
also called for a “general
strike” on the subways on
May 1. @ NETRIVEAR

‘Poopetrator’ on the
loose in Brooklyn

BROOKLYN. Police are searchmg
for the person responsible for
smearing feces on a number
of doors and keyholes in the
Prospect Heights and Crown
Heights neighborhoods. Resi-
dents began making the dis-
turbing discoveries in the past
month, although one neigh-
bor said it happened to her
building as far back as a year
ago. @ METRO/CE

“No idea why this is
happening. [1] just
wonder why
anyone would want
to handle the poop
in the first place.”

LYNN, A VICTIN OF YRE CRINE



NYers dream big as jackpot soars

P et s SR ey
my com-
$lticketsinhopes | "0y ool pive some
of winning $500M  people jobs That's what the
country needs right now,” he cw esca
said, adding that he would ms
BY TIM HERRERA AND also “give money to my
SHEILA ANNE FEENEY church.” rape counts
timherrera@en-ny.com Donte Brown, 32, of the
Lower East Side, has bought The at-times chaotic
New York has gone crazy  a handful of tickets in differ- Manbhattan trial of an
for Mega Millions, with the ent states over the past few NYPD officer accused of
drawing for the largest jack-  days. He admitted that even using his service revolver
Ppot ever just a day away. though one’s chances of win- to subdue and then rape a
The $1-per-ticket lottery ning are slim, it's easy to get young teacher ended in a
has reached a world-record  swept up in the craze mistrial yesterday.
pot of $500 million, “It’s the thrill of the But Michael Pena was
sending city dwellers 4 money, and everybody convicted on six charges,
into a frenzy, scooping has lotto fever right most of which involved
up tickets and day- people now,” he said, adding predatory sexual assault,
dreaming about a life nation- that if he won, he and faces 25 years to life
of luxury — #Ifl- wide would remember in prison.
WanTheMegaMillions matched  those close to him. “Ev- Pena’s lawyer, Ephraim
was even trending on  fiveof  eryone says theyll Savitt, said he would ap-
Twitter last night. thesix  give back to the com peal the con-
The drawing is set numbers. munity, but they for- victions on 25
for tomorrow, and get. I won't." the grounds
some New Yorkers are al- The current sum has been that the tofife:the
ready planning what they piling up since the last jack- criminal sex  sentence
would do with such a momi-  pot winner on Jan 24 raked act statutes Pena faces
mental fortune. in $72 million. Since then, no that Pena,
“I would pay off my debts  one has hit a six-for-six num- 27, was convicted of vio-
and help my family, my ber match. lating are “unconstitution-

loved ones,” said Nicy

On Tuesday, 47 people na-

ally vague.” Savitt argued

Chavez, 48, of Clinton Hill “1  tionwide matched five of the that the law’s wording is

would love to have money, s8ix numbers, raking in not clear “as to what con-

not to splurge, but to see  $250,000 apiece before taxes. stitutes the felony of oral

what It's really like to bave The current pot of $500 - b - and anal sex.”

money.” million shatters the previous Manhattan DA Cyrus
Christopher Williams, of record of $390 million. Lenny, 54, of Harlem, who deciined to give his last name, buys Mega Milions lottery tickets Vance issued a statement

Jamaica, Queens, said he'd

Sign of

Dozens of disguised Occu-

¥

“Enter this station |

day at a midtown bodega.

Manhattan, Brook-

(TIFFANY L. CLABQ

ported previous OWS pro-

saying e wanted to “com-
mend the victim for her
bravery and thank the
jury for its service. In this
brutal attack against an in-
pocent young woman,
the defendant showed no

Fres Entry mercy. Al sentencing, we
py Wall Street protesters far free through the T lyn and Queens for  tests, denied having any will recommend that he
um ﬁm: chained open service en- service entrance” free entry during knowledge or involvement receive none.”
trances to subwny stations The sign SUBEESt- | s e mesmgn| (B¢ morning rush  with the demonstration. A Sentencing is sched-

Occupy Wall
Street

ed the prank would |

hour. An organizer

spokesman for the ATU

uled for May 7, but Savitt

dsy moming and posted be repeated “until told amNewYork told amNewYork he be- said he will file a motion

bogus signs — looking strik-  the resolution of con- that members of lieved union members were to dismiss the verdict by

ingly similar to the MTA’s tract [negotiations) the  Transport involved April 18. If his motion is

p'anks MTA normal service filers — that  in favor of TWU Workers Union An NYPD spokesman denied, “we plan to ap-
told straphangers to enjoy a  Local 100, which has been  and the Tran-  said police were investigat- peal that denial,” he said.

“free” ride during the mom-  without a contract since Jan-  sit Union helped plan the ing the incidents, but said no Despite DNA evidence

ing rush hour. uary. demonstration, but did not  arrests were made as of last and testimony, the exz-

“Free entry / No fares col- Protesters claimed they physically night. He provided no addi- NYPD officer contends

lected,” the signs read. propped open 21 stations in The TWU, whichhassup-  tional information. e he did not penetrate her.

(SHELA N FENEY)
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ALEXANDER HAGAN:
‘Wrong’ to gouge vets.

TWU Retains 25/55
Pension Right But
With Higher Payment

By SARAH DORSEY

Members of Transport Workers
Union Local 100 have retained their
55-year retirement age and 25 years
of required service for new employees,
while most other New York City Em-
ployees’ Retirement System members
were forced to accept much-less-favor-
able terms under Governor Cuomo’s
Tier 6 plan.

Ttrley t.\lallvi]], hov;'ever,h have to gay gxé
tra for the privi . between 3 an
percent nflK:ir Bﬁ:ne& depending on
mncome, plus an additional contribu-
tion of slightly more than 2.5 percent.
Local 100 members currently pay just
2 percent, plus an additional 2.35 per-
cent for the right to a full pension at 55
provided they have 25 years’ service.

Much-decried by public-sector

(Continued on Page 7)

JOHN SAMUELSEN: ‘A qig-
nificant victory.

L s ant OuLlieLy, vt TYACuULigigL, wilvud
been severely bumed in a Brooklyn
house fire last December, walked slow-
3; out into the sunlight, drawing the

undering applause of some 200 fire-
fighters in full dress uniform, Fire
Commissioner Salvatore Cassano, his
doctors and members of the Uniformed
Fire Officers Association and Uni-

Ldrner, L o PIEBS cunlereice asiue
the hospital surrounded by his family
and NY brass, Firefighter Wied-
mann, whose hands and arms are band-
aged but whose face was left un-
touched, spoke quietly and modestly,
thanking Eis dottors and his family
and fellow firefighters for the enormous

forrned Firefighters Association, in-

(Continued on Page 6)

A Tuskegee Airman Looks Back

This 237’ Retiree Served
Both King and Country

By DAVID SIMS

Fow civil servants can claim to bave
as fagcinating a s Dabnay
Montgomery, a Housing Authority re-
tires who served ag a Tuskeges Airman
in World War IT and as Martin Luther
King Jr's bodyguard on the Historie
march from Selma to Montezomary,

In addition 10 his groundbreaking
saryvice in the war and his participa-
tion in the civil-rights movenient, Mr
Montgomery served the eity for 38
years, first as a Socinl Sarvice Invos-
tigator in the Department of Social
Services, then as a Housing Assistant
at tho HA, retiring in 1988

A Visit to White House

While his life took him around the
world, be said some of his londeat
memories were working with Section
8 tenants. “Anything that they need-
ed, you were there. That’'s what a
Housing Assistant is. I enjoyed that
very much,” he said in an interview at
his house in Harlem.

He was one of the 18 surviving

:ossnw lHAYfJ..ER: Dabne
T 34 years p ax

v recalled his rich life sto
e ply unit for the
eled ica and Eu
Alabama to take pa

ages

Tuskegee Airmen invited to the White
House to meet with Pregident Obama
for a sereening of Lhe recent [ilm “Red
Tails.” which dramatizés the story of
the first African-American aviators in
the U.S. armed forces..

An active mamber of Teamstars Lo.
cal 237 reliree division, Mr. Mont-

omery wiis first rei:m-torl on by Nan-
E B.q:me in the division's monthiy

ews & Views newsletter He was
born in Selma, Alabama in 1823,

He worked in the supply group for
the Tuskegee Airmen from 1943 Lo
1945, starting at the gge of 20, and
hel supply pilots with food and
clothing at their base in Italy,

The airmen (the 332nd Fightar
Gmumnnd 477th Bomber Group of the
LS. y Air Corps) were a segregat-
ud unit that became well-known for its
high levele of success in escorting
bombers on missions in Europe. That
success is credited towards the deseg-
reﬁ:ion of the military in 1948.

. Montgomery recalled the tough

(Continued on Page 9).-

‘The Chief-Leader/Michel Priang

Montgomery, who worked for the ci
uulinﬂ%nﬂihn
at his home in Harlem, Afte
Airmen in World War Two, he trav-
before returning to his hometown of Solma,
in Martin Luther King Jrn’s march to Mont-

t in the Houwing Authori-
r serving in

gomery in 1965, serving as Dr. King's bodyguard.

Cers wWere ca'used by expesure to the
debrig. NIOSH agreed to reconsider.
The deadline for a decision has been
extended to April 2.

In February, the Pohice Department
refused a request by Mount Sinai for
information on officers who had de-
veloped cancer, citing issues of med-
ical privacy and departmental confi-
denbiality. After a stmnﬁﬂpush by po-
lice unions, state lawmakers and Pub-
lic Advocate Bill de Blasio, the city re-
leased the age, gender, race, type of
cancer and year of diagnosis—but not
pame or other identifying informa-
tion—for each affected officer.

Mr. de Blasio and PBA president
Patrick J. Lynch said the city's re-
sponse wasn't good enough.

TR

PR
very hard to

“It’s disgre
said Mr. Lyo

Ashed to cc
a spokesworm
tha Levine, !
working dire
a way to rele
the identitie:

‘Mr. Nic

administrat
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‘Would Damage Students’
PSC Sues to Blod!
One-Size-Only Cu

By DAVID SIMS

The Professional Staff Congress
March 20 filed & lnwsnit against the
City University of New York's new
general-curriculum plan, “Pathways,”
which President Barbara Bowen said
“is destroying the careful work of our
faculty at the same time that it's of-
fering our students less.”

The university developed the cur-
riculum, officially titled the Pathways
to Degree Completion Initiative, in an
effort to smooth the transition for stu-
dents who switch between CUNY in-
gtitutions and are frustrated when
the courses don’t match the new
school’s requirements.

‘Austerity Education’

Ms. Bowen said that the PSC sup-
ported the initiative, but called the re-
sulting curriculum “austerity educa-
tion” t failed to include what she
and many faculty members believe
are crucial cornerstones of a universi-
ty education.

CUNY Senior Vice Chancellor Fred-
erick Schaffer said in a statement that
the university would move to dismiss
the lawsuit. “The Board of Trustees
has ful) authority to make academic
policy for the University,” he said.

e faculty leadership who an-
nounced today's lawsuit and who now
claim to be concerned about the quali-
ty of a CUNY degree are the same ones
who publicly opposed CUNY reforms
in 1999 to eliminate remedial educa-
tion at the baccalaureate level—which
raised CUNY's standards and resulted
in record-breaking student enroll-
ments and unprecedented student
honors and awards,” he continued.

Ms. Bowen disputed Mr. Schaffer’s
statement, saying CUNY was trying
to marginalize the union. “This is not
a small group of malcontents,” she
gaid in a phone interview. “This is the
two big elected bodies in competition
-—the union and the faculty senate—

BARBA
missing

willing to
court.”
Some 3,6
a petition |
calling for :
ternative. T
lege passed
againet the

“Vio
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Board of T
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iry Vets’ Toll Doubled Under Tier 6

d from Page 1)

s immediately applied
qun returning from
. they would be spared
rge. In cases in which,
mon, they sought the
later when closer to
y would have to con-
ant of what they were
prior to filing the ap-
* than basing the pay-
at the time they were

Like Top Earners

tes the traditional ba-
mployee contribution
systems for all mem-

east $465,000 a year.
aximum contribution
plies only to workers
)0 or more, with those
een those figures pay-
if their base salaries
66,000, 4.6 percent if
88 than $75,000, and
f base pay is below
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been for setting the
‘ate as if all veterans
ore than $100,000, fel-
ind Assembly Govern-
8s Committee Chair-
ibbate said, “That's a
He speculated that be-
was sure to attract in-
it most likely was a
ather than by design,
haste with which the
d together for a vote
1 midnight March 16
ided at about 7 a.m.

‘ire Officers Associa-
Alexander Hagan said
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alysis of the bill from
ats, if true it would be
that they would leave
sing for our country in
is wrong.”

ead, Worse It Gets’

ane Savino remarked,
u read this bill, the

man for Terrance C.
heads Mayor Bloom-
" Veterans Affairs, did
a request for comment
vack hike.

re union leaders were
i something it turned
nged by the bill: while
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ty pension equal to just
ilary if they began serv-
. 2009, new members of
y Medical Service re-
or a disability benefit
tent of their final aver-
it is non-taxable.

ancy has existed since
id Paterson in June

I WANT YOU TO PAY MORE" Governor Cuomo's staff did a mock-up
of him as Uncle Sam earlier this year (o promote his legislative pro-

gram, but milit
propriate after h

veterans might think Unele SBerooge was more ap-
Tier 6 plan doubled the charge for their buyback

of pension eredit for any interruption of government service to serve

their country.

2009 vetoed an extension of Tier 2
benefil r'iﬁhl.a for new cops and fire-
fighters that had been routinely ap-
proved by his predecessors begl-inning
in the early 1980s. As a result, new
cops and firefighters lost several key
pension beneﬁgts: they are now re-
quired to work 22 years to qualify for
a full pension, rather than the tradi-
tional 20; have lost the presumption
that a variety of disabling conditions
affecting the heart and as well
as hepatitis and tubsreulosis
were job-related and entitle them to
disability pensions; and the tax-free
three-quarters disability benefit.

Those Outside City Out in 20

The final Tier 6 bill kept the serv-
ice m11uhement for new city cops and
firefighters at 22 years, but imposed
the longer standard on new sanitation
workers and correction officers as
well. Cops and firefighters in other
parts of the state retained the right to
a 20-year pension.

Mr. Hagan said the reduced disabil-
ity bemofit is nﬂrﬁcu}arly troublesome
for reasons that go beyond unhappi-
ness that new firefighters will be at a
disadvantage compared nol only to
more-senior colleagues but to EMS
workers who sre also part of the Fire
Department. While that disparity has
existed for more than two years, no
Firefightars bave actually come on
the job during that period because of
an ongoing court case in which a Fed-
eral Judge held up hiring after find-
ing that the last three entrance exams
for the position were biased against
minority candidates.

“Because of the nature of the work
firefighters and police officers per-
form every day, this inferior disabili-
ty piece has the potential to create a
sense of worry we never had before,”

the UFOA leader said. “We have al-
ways thrown ourselves at the danger
knowing if we were injured or killed,
our families would be taken care of.
I'm not sure that’s still there.”

Robert Ungar, the Albany lobbyist
for both the EMS unions and the Uni-
formed Firefighters Association, de-
clined to comment on the disparity
that exists in the disability benefil for
the two occupations and why 1t was-
o't addressed as part of the Thier 6 bill.
He noted, however, that EMS workers
have been paying 9.25 percent of
salary toward their pensions until
now, with 6,25 percent of that funding
both the 76-percent disability benefit
and the right to a full pension after
26 years' service. He said they will
have to pay an average of 1 percent
more to preserve those rights under
Tier 6.

“We're very grateful to maintain the
benefit,” Mr. Ungar said.

Cuomo. Investigate CSEA i

(Continued from Page 4)

Latino legislators even though UFT
President Michael Mulgrew was
among those being honored there.

Would Offend Union Members

Mr. Mulgrew told the New York
Times that after the “sleazy, middle-
of-the-night back-room deal” on Tier
6, his members “wouldn’t want to
seem me a week later standing there
with a person who voted for that, ac-
cepting the award from them.”

Mr. Cuomo and Mayor Bloomberg,
the other prime champion of Tier 6,
between them contributed $72,000 to
the Somos el Futuro conference to
make up for the funds that were with-
drawn by boycotting unions.

The Legislature passed a version of
Tier 6—modified but still highly un-
popular with public-employee unions—
in the early hours of March 16. Mr. Cuo-
mo told State Senate Republicans, who
are desperate to hold on to their major-
ity, that he would approve redistricting
lines they drew in a partisan fashion.
He had earlier pledged, repeatedly, to
veto lines drawn to protect incumbents
and party majorities. Once the Senate
accepted his offer, Democratic lawmak-
ors said, their majority in the Assem-
bly was helpless to defeat or force ma-
jor changes in his proposal.

Cuomo: Should Be Investigated

Mr. Cuomo responded to CSEA's
message in a radio interview, saying
the union had a right to support or not
support any candidate but that it
might be breaking the law if it ties its
contributions to a single issue.

“If you are linking political contri-
butions to a smﬂiﬁc vote, you may get
a call from the Attorney General, a
District Attorney or JCOPE [the new
state ethics board],” he said. “...As
you know, there should be no cam-
paign contributions for specific votes.”

'1%1[:11; may be news to Mayor Bloom-
berg, who said Feb. 29 that he would

I'WU Retains 25/55 Pension

(Continued from Page 1)

unions, one of Tier 6's most-drastic
changes is the requirement that future
municipal civilian employees must
work until age 63 to receive a full pen-
sion. Many of them, like TWU mem-
bers, can now retire at 55 or 57. Age 63
will be relevant for new TWU mem-
bers only if they leave service without
25 years on the job, in which case they
could not get the full benefit earlier.
Members will be subjected to o cou-
lle of the painful changes other pub-
Iic employees are facing, however.
Their final payout will be baged on the
average of the last five years’ salary
rather than three, and there will be

caps on the amount of overtime that
can be used to determine that payout.

Local 100 President John Samuel-
sen credited his team's lobbying cam-
paign in Albany for preserving the
26/56 terms.

“The fact that we were able to fend
off the bulk of this assault on the next
generation of transit workers is a sig-
nificant victory for Local 100 and this
entire membership,” he said, adding
that continuous calls and visits to
lawmakers over the last few weeks
made the difference. The lobbyists ar-
gued that transit is arduous work
that wears down the body.

An MTA spokesman declined to
comment on the matter, citing ongo-
ing contract negotiations.

MAYOR BLOOMBERG: May
be rooting against probe.

make contributions to state legisle
tors who voted for Tier 6. And las
year, he gave more than $10,000 t
each of four lawmakers who lost sug
port or contributions from conserve
tives for voting in favor of the same
sex-marriage bill.

The Governor’s call for a prob
nonetheless drew support from th
city’s tabloids, which had strongl
supported a harsher version of Tier
than the one that was enacted.

Papers in Glass Houses...

A New York Post editorial saic
“Since the pols in Donohue’s pocke
disappointed him, he's halting the floy
of union campaign cash. Such arrang
ments constitute crimes. And whil
Donohue'’s specific remarks probabl
fall short of an indictable offense fc
lack of specifics, it certainly violate
the spirit of ethics laws in the state.”

The owner of the Post, News Corpt
ration, has had some top executive
resign and other employees arreste
over allegations of illegal wiretappin
and bribery of British police con
manders.

The Daily News editorialized the
the unions and lawmakers had lon
had an arrangement under whic
unions gave lawmakers campaig
contributions in return for pensio
ﬁrotection& When Tier 6 came up, th

ews said, “the unions pulled out a
the stops, demanded obedience fror
their financial helpmates and force
Cuomo to retreat to the tune of 30 bi
lion taxpayer dollars. Even at tha
the labor leaders were furious and, i
their rage, they laid the game bare. 1
some contexts, connecting money an
particular governmental actions i
well, criminal.”

The Joint Commission on Publi
Ethics said it could not comment o
the igssue. But David Grandeau, fo
mer exscutive director of the Ne
York State Lobby Commission, sai
that Mr. Cuomo may have a point-
but that point is not restricted to tt
CSEA and the Tier 6 vote.

IC ZADROGA BILL
WHY US?

C LEGAL EXPERIENCE COUNTS!!

NYC
Police
Pension




also economical, saving her
on gasoline and $33 a day in

* parking fees if she were to

drive to work.

The only downside of the
AlrTyein is when it’s not run-
ning because of mainte-
nance, Smith said. “There
are alot of issues with delays
and maintenance on the
track,” she said “You never
know when it’s going to hap-

pen. Sometimes, em- service, he spid. A wormen wes hit and
ployees are late be- While  AirTrain Hilad by a No. 1 train in
cause of It.” usage is going up, | yestorday,
Foye said a beavi- statistics kept by the the fifth aulway-related
ly-traveled light In 2012 Port Authority show injey or death since
rain system js going that the number of Thursday. The:victim, in
to nead to be taken offline  airport users who pay for her 30s; was found on
malntenance, and super-  parking at all of the authori- the southbowid Canal
storm Sandy ceused service  ty's airports has fallen about St station tracks around
disruptions. However, when 209 between 2007 and 2012. 130 pm. Rsanclear how
service is down ghuttle buses Parking is $33 for 24 hours. she wound up on the
are provide to replace train tradks. [~

mnml

Greek
fora
day

Mayor Michael
Blcomberg
marches in
the Greek

Independence
Parade on
5th Averue
yesterday,
This year's

parade
celebrated

Greece s 192nd

anniversary of

independence

Schumereonﬁdentgun control b||| can pass

Sen. Charles Schumer
sald that the Senate is
close to passing legislation
that would impose manda-
tory background checks
on emotionally disturbed
people trying to buy guns.

“We have a real good
fighting chanoe,” he said at

mmmwmmmm

floor vote on background
checks would make no
sense. Schumer called

the US., but most used in
crime come from out of
state, Kelly said. “Univer-

lbuseﬁ from getting

Sdmmﬂ-nidthedmm McCain'’s words “straight-  sal background checks can
of GOP filibuster bag re-  farward and "  belp stem the tide,” he
_ duced since Sen. John New York has some of said. “It is literally a matter

McCaln said blocking a the toughest gun laws in  of life and death™ sssman
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By SELIM ALGAR

The Hamptons' most star-
studded summer guest list is al-
ready (ull.

Boasting celebrities ranging
from race-car driver Jeff Gordon
to actress Gwyneth Paltrow to
singer Jimmy Buffett, East
Hampton Village’s sold-out
beach-parking permit list reads
more like a celebrity magazine
than a municipal document.

After selling out the allotted
2,900 non-resident permits in re-
cord time this year, East Hamp-
ton officials are still getting
bombarded by boldfaced beach-
lovers who were too late on the
draw to land one of the coveted
$325 stickers.

Village records show that the
very last permit to be granted
went to Coldplay drummer Will
Champion in late March. After
that, the door shut for good.

The recipient of the ensuing
rage has been Village Adminis-
trator Larry Cantwell, who said
he has fielded hundreds of calls
from flustered summer visitors
demanding exceptions.

“I've gotten calls from every-

(ex-Met)

Wil

(drummer)
owner) . Rabbi David
Rich Wilpon (Temple
(financier) INS;%EI in
James Chanos )

= (hedge-funder) GWV"'“‘, 0

Nick Pileggi (wrote (actress)
“GoodFellas")

for star

one you can think of,” Cantwell
said. “Congressmen, federal
judges, celebrities. They tell me
I'm ruining their summer. They
tell me they’ll pay whatever we
want for them.”

But the popular administrator
— an East Hampton native and
proud local — cannot be bought.
It's that type of Eliot Ness-like
untouchability that has allowed
him to keep his appointed post
through 30 years and several ad-
ministrations.

“It’s not about money,” Cantwell
said. “We just need to keep con-

Celebs grab last coveted Hamptons permits

trol at our beaches. I'm not trying
to ruin anybody's time out here.”

Part of the frenzy is fed both
by East Hampton’s famed
stretches of seafront as well as
the long list of glitzy and power-
ful people who flock to them.
There have even been sporadic
incidents of permit forging over
the years, Cantwell said.

While the nonresident list is
capped at 2,900, lucky residents
of the village can re-up for free.

Itzhak Perlman, Russell Sim-
mons, Mets honcho Richard Wil-
pon and Jets chief Woody John-

Life’s a beach
parkers

son have put in for their permits
this summer.

Cantwell did lament that one
of East Hampton's most famed
stretches — Georgica Beach —
will not be lifeguarded this sum-
mer because of erosion suffered
over the winter.

“I think a lot of people — even
the ones who got the permits —
are going to be disappointed by
that this summer,” he said.

“But we will have Main Beach
and Wyborg Beach. They will
get a lot of the overflow.”

salgar@nypost.com

MTN’s ‘Swaps’ have backfired: report

The cash-strapped MTA is
trapped in “toxic” long-term debt
agreements that have cost it more
annually than the agency has
saved by slashing subway lines
and reducing service two years
ago, according to a report.

By the time all of the deals —
known as swap agreements — ex-
pire two decades from now, the
MTA will have likely forked over a

staggering $1.3 billion in bank pay-
ments, according to the joint re-
port by United New York, the
Center for Working Families and
Strong Economy for All Coalition.

The MTA paid out $117.6 million
because of the risky deals last
year.

That sum is nearly $25 million
more than the agency saved when
it eliminated two subway lines, re-

duced service on more than a
dozen others and slashed bus
routes in 2010.

The agency inked its 16 swap
agreements as a way to protect it-
self from rising interest rates on
its variable rate bonds, according
to the report.

“1 think people thought it was a
good idea at the time,” said Ca-
mille Rivera, executive director of

United New York.
economy went bust.”

The MTA disputed the report's
findings, saying that the swaps have
saved it money over the long term.

“You can't look at current mar-
ket. The idea behind engaging in
these swaps is to provide stable
funding through the life of the
contract,” said spokesman Kevin
Ortiz. Jennifer Fermino

“Then the

Syria deal
collapses

BEIRUT — A UN-brokered plan
to stop the bloodshed in Syria ef-
fectively fell apart yesterday after
President Bashar al-Assad's gov-
ernment raised new, last-minute
demands that were swiftly re-
jected by the country’s largest
rebel group.

The peace plan, devised by
UN-Arab League envoy Kofi An-
nan, was supposed to go into ef-
fect on Tuesday, with a with-
drawal of Syrian forces from pop-
ulation centers, followed within
48 hours by a cease-fire by both
sides in the uprising against four
decades of repressive rule by the
Assad family.

But yesterday, Syria's Foreign
Ministry said that ahead of any
troop pullback, the government
needs written guarantees from
opposition fighters that they will
lay down their weapons.

The commander of the rebel
Free Syrian Army, Riad al-Asaad.
said that while his group is ready
to abide by a truce, it does not rec-
ognize the regime “and for that
reason we will not give guaran-
tees.”

Since the Syrian uprising
erupted in March 2011, more than
9,000 people have been killed, the
UN says. AP

Following in
Titanic’s wake

LONDON — A cruise ship car-
rying relatives of some of the
more than 1,500 people who died
aboard the Titanic nearly 100
years ago set sail from England
yesterday to retrace the ship’s
voyage.

The Titanic Memorial Cruise,
carrying the 2,224 passengers, as
the Titanic did, cast off from
Southamptoun, where the doomed
vessel lefl on its maiden voyage.

Waving passengers crowded the
decks as the MS Balmoral pre-
pared to set sail. many dressed in
period costumes as (irst-class pas-
sengers and crew members.

The voyagers paid $4,445 o
$9.520 per ticket for the 12-nigh
cruise. AP

Chernobyl victim

BIRMINGHAM, England —
Cancer-stricken English Premier
League soccer star Stiliyan Petrov,
32, is a victim of nuclear radiation
from the Chernobyl disaster, Mi-
hail Iliev, a doctor for his national
team, claims.

The Aston Villa caplain was 6
when a toxic plume from the ex-
ploding Ukrainian energy plant fell
over Bulgaria in 1986. NewsCore




This Chief:Landor/Michel Prisng
olmen's Benevolent Association Presi-
the Finest of the Finest Award to Ofi-
ihot in the head at point-blank range
Jan. 31. "The bullet came so close to vi-

pronounced it a miracle that he
tary Daniel Tirelli.

ed Suspects
inest’ Saluted
Is From PBA

who helped rescue a one-month-old
baby boy having difficulty breathing,
o’s  They caught up with the mother in a
livary cab. Officer Dennis, & trained
o0” emergency medical technician, got in
the back seat with mother and baby
and began cardiopulmonary resusci-
tation while Officer Sorensen gave
of them an escort Lo the emergency
room. By the time they ﬁ there, the
baby was hreathing on his own,

l-[:mmmemtoftheﬁn&utuf
the Finest:

5 Subdued Human Crime Wave

Officer Terrance Howell of Tran-
sit District 2, who came face-to-face
with &8 man suspected of three fatal
I stabbings, two carjackings and a hit-

M. and-run homicide, all in the course of
';5 28 hours. The suspect had just stabbed

- ap and was holding his knife
e at a-mfﬁm ankle above the
‘s head. Officer Howal] gmlm
the knife with one hand and lmmﬂﬁ
to cuff the suspect without firing hi
an ‘weapon.
cers Yoel Goldstein and An-
nt thony o of the 30th Pre-
wve  cinet, for trying to subdue and even-
tually shooting to death an wmotion-
by  ally-disturbed person waving a knife
at tham, “He had said he was ready to
kill a cop but, apA)mn!ly. what he re-
he ally wanted—an Hol—was to commit
suicide by cop,® said Patrick Hendry,
ed the PBA'e Quesns South trustee.
8- Officer Ralph Stallone of the
Staten Island Emergency Service Unit

ct, (Continued on Page 12)
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nologies, including dispatch systems.
It proposed that a separate agency be
created to man the 911 system
and noted that *numerous” forma
recommendations to do so have been
made sinca 2004, It also charged that
the city failed to develop a “unified
strategic vision™ that would allow
FDNY and NYPD emergency-call op-
erations to work together smoathly.
Under the Unified Call Taking
(UCT) system, a civilian Police De-
partment operator eom&i]es the de-
tails of fire calls and then sends a
transcript to the fire dispatcher. The
unions charge this endangers fire-
fighters and the public, because

lective Barganing on Lhis ssue.
Other aspects of the UCT also came
under fire. The review charged that
[ and FDNY call-takers “von-
sume valusble time asking duplica-
tive quostions and teking identicsl ac-
tiona for the game 911 caller” Aund
while the report said Lmprovements
have been made, the UCT tachnology
is still poor encugh that some fire units
are sent to the wrong or are
Lglt:m incorrect directions, a complaint
fire unions have repeatadly made.
The Bloomberg administration has
failed t come up with a uniform way of
caloulating response times, the review

(Continued on Page 4)

Leads ‘Occupy’ Labor Ranks

For TWU, May Day March
Serves As a Contract Rally

By SARAH DORSEY

Transport Workers Union Local 100
led the lgnrong May 1 as tens of thou-
sands of labor and Occupy Wall Street
supporters streamed out of Union
Sguare toward the i istrict
to protest income inequality and a
host of related issues.

The &vent’s organizers, some of
whom called for & city-wide general
strike that dido’'t materialize, choge
May Duy because of its historical and
international significance as an occa-
sion to celebrate—and protest for——
workers' rights.

‘Status Quo Unacceptable’

Local 100, which was the first local
union to endorse the Occupy move-

ment last fall, had perhaps the largest
labor contingent present, with a few
hundred members. But several other
unions, many representing public-sec-
tor workers, joined them, including
the newly-elected leaders of the
American Postal Workers Union’s
New York Metro branch, who haven’t
even taken office yet. -

The march, which stretched for
blocks down Broadway, also drew
strong su from the United Fed-
eration hers and large contin-
gents of District Council 37 locals, in-
cluding members of 372, 375 and 768.

100 President John Samuel-
sen, who led the post-march speeches
outside the New York City sit

"

The Chief-Leador/Bamantha Lewis

WHOSE RAISE? OUR RAISE! Hundreds of members of Transport

Workers Union Local 100 used

the Occupy Wall Street mass rall

y 1
to make their case for a fair contract, nearly four months after tﬁair old
wage pact with the Metropolitan Transportation Authority expired.

that swept former Vice President
Jonathan Smith and every member of
his slate into office by a wide margin
April 23, claiming campaign violations
and balloting irregularities,

Many Violations Alleged

In a May 3 letter filled with gram-
matical errors, the committee failed to
give details about the "many” cam-
K:j n violations it all , but said it

unanimougly d a re-vote
because, among other things, many
members hadn't received their ballots.

When asked about the challenge,

(Continued on Page 8)

CLARICE TORRENCE: De-
nies role in vote challenge.
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standing With MTA
iy Workers Disown
n Job Conditions

| DORSEY
1 within Transport
ocal 100 to have
al agreement with
ortation Au-
ules serapped
. will start over, ¢i-
how much control
rity workers would
1-to-day duties.
it Operations divi-
:nts subway work-
Iperators and Con-
ed out the ee-
Ithough Local 100
the full contract.
n the union, whose
wees hold diverse
1ave distinct needs
Idress separately.

2 Flagger Use

Shair Steve Downs
:ment was over
could assign Con-
-workers who sig-
ict any contractors
ks—to do another
1y. That’s common
swer hires, but un-
vorked out in Jan-
| his two fellow ne-
ident Kevin Har-
ctor/Tower Chair
?ht. the practice
ed.
* the agency de-
but Mr. Downs
ag Flaggers’ job
nificant a break-

ally saying your
our assignment.
i» ‘We can't accept

that the dispute
t the meaning of
came after mem-
s at meetings,
ons became quite
udidates running
e fall used the is-
for their election

ed the accord’s dis-
union democracy.

'‘eement was sub-
of our members,”
e first time that
and frank discus-
1}] issues [during
s).”

mplified OT

he and the other
anned to put the
le if the MTA had
3 they could live

we simplifiad the
o making it easier
{'they were ranch-
W would have giv-
rain hit someone

b tly, the Op-
ﬁmeoﬁ'ly;'theper-

STEVE DOWNB: Wanted
fixed assignments.

#on 18 killed.) Conductors who wit-
a serious incident would have
been granted the same leave.
Employees would have been al-
lowed to pick vacation days later,
when they better knew their sched.
ules for the following year. And the
MTA would have been allowed to cre-
ate n new sub-division of workers,
many of whom have high seniority,
The agency said that because senior
nmcgloyeea would be competing among
each other for vacations during the
coveted summer months, this would
end up distributing time off more
evenly throughout the year, allowing
management to pay less overtime in
the summer.

City Planner List Out

(Continued from Page 5)

236 Alwn Mo .. ... .., 72.941
237 Sandra M. Reyes-Guoren 72.941
238 Zav Proscott ., .., 72.941
239 Laey ). Shelby |, . 72.941
240 Danied R Compitallo 72.941
241 Timothy M. MeManus 72.941
242 Vikram D. Tdin = 72.941
243 Paul Comtar , .., , ., ..., .. ..... 72.941
244 Ma? 1 Salig 72.941
245 Holly H Orr ... .. ... 72.941
246 Quinn Allen 72.941
247 Hobat Thulernl . . 72.841
248 Thalia % Leng ., 72.941
249 Hachel E. il 71.764
260 Kusales Vachanands 71.764
251 Andros 8. Kata 71.764
262 David O, Sahatine . . 71.764
263 Salvatare J. Giannols 71.764
264 Snrah A Ralph ... .. 71.764
256 Lin Hon Zong .. .. 71.764
266 Munmun Parmar ., 71.764
257 Paul M. Knias . . 71.764
ﬁg ’f:d'ﬂ:m Murpliy 7}.764

i m) rgnter 71.764
260 Leonard 1) Seif 71.764
261 Inbar Kishoni ; 71.764
262 Vunessa 7, Morin-Melis 71764
263 Walld Harrouch ., 70.588
264 Maunlin Mehty . 70.688
265 Ruymondd €. Okoraji 70.688
266 Carnl A Clark ... . 70.588
267 Daninl 5. Wa 70.588

ey ... . : -
268 Nichaln M Afmﬁr ;
260 Cusag & Yog T VOO o

70.588
270 Farah Mahiahesn 70.688
271 Erin K. Marey . .. 70.588
272 Jessr 0. Mints Roth

273 Andlres Rocioes . .

274 Nanmi Y. Liwwr ... |

For TWU, M

(Continued from Page 1)

headquarters at 2 Broadway, called
for favorable l‘gm; ig D%hgd mnuml:t t,alzm
is negotiating for etropolitan
- rtzggm Autjwrit employees,
whose old pact expired Jan. 15.
Terming it “anacceptable” that
some transit workers had to “make a
decision between payving rent and
paying for health care,” Mr. Samuel-
aen eaid he wanted to send a
that his members wouldn't accept :ﬁe
status quo.
MTA Flushing Away Money’

He denounced the MTA's April 25
vote to relinquish to the city its $1-a-
gaar lease on its building at 370 Jay

t. in Brooklyn, arguing that renting
the 2 Broadway high-rise instead was
tantamount to “flushing $63 million
down the toilet that could restore
every ounce of service [cut in 2010] for
New York's working families.”

He called on Bus Operators to resist
any requests to transport arrested
testers that day, and referred to -
or Bloomberg as “Pharach.” echoing a
remark at an April 30 press confer-
ence on the living-wage bill. City Coun-
cil Speaker Christine Quinn walked
out of that event when an audience

member referred to the v, who op-
poses the hill, as “Pharach Bloomberg.”
Jonathan Smith, the new local

resident, said bafore the
march that he and his officers “are
here kee];ing our pledge today [to be
more vigible at rallies]. We realize Oc-
cupy Wall Street. . . stood with post-of-
fice workers at Postal Service rallies;
now we're standing with them.”

r Mr. SBamuelsen spoke, Mr.
Smith led the crowd in chants of
“They say cut back, we say fight back,”
prompting Marlon nson, & Chas-
=18 Maintainer and 28-year Local 100
veteran, to shake his hand when he
sr&e}plped back into the crowd and say,

elcome to the fight, my brother”

Health Care a Priority

He added that he supported the
I)rqtaau becanse he felt workers were

osing ground and needed to be more

& .

ﬁﬁu Romans said that to keep pao-

Ela l:ap;:fv. you have to give tggx?n
read and circuses, and they're taking
awnay our bread,” he said.

Other Local 100 members, some of
whom held signs that read, “Million-
aires must pay their share,” and *It's
MTA, not ATM,” hoped to use the
proteats to build support for a better
contract.

A Light Maintainer in Brooklyn
who'd been on the job for five years
said he came out use he wants
better medical and dental coverage in
the next contract.

1 have a wife and five kids. Med-
ical is my num ne priarity right
now,” he said. “One of my daughters
has braces [and] the plan didn’t cov-
er much of it,"

Tom Cucinelli, a 30-year Local 100
veteran and Chassis Maintainer in
Manhattan, said he thought the Oc-
cupy movement was relevant because
“its all under one umbrella. There's so
many people whose needs aren’t be-
ing met now."

& said he didn't expect the world

turned out for

CONVINCED THEY'RE LOSING GROUND:
the march cited inadeguate

The ChisfLeadorSamunths Lewis
Transit workers who

medical cover and

diminished purchasing power s two reasons union members have to
e more engaged, wit.h'mw saying, “There's so many people whose

needs aren't being met now,

from the new contract, but wanted at
least a cost-of-living pay raise. “You
can't be asking for crazy money in
these times—we're just asking to be
treated fairly,” he ac'{ded.

‘People Before Profit’

Duane Wise, who's been a Track
Worker for more than 20 years, said
he came out because he thought Oc-
cupy Wall Street’s message jibed with
the union’s.

“People before profit,” he said, “[1t's)
not that there sﬁou.ldn't be profit at
all, but pe:a:k.- [should come] first.”

Wayne Henry, an 18-year Signal

Maintainer in Queens, said he still
had hopes for the movement, al-
though he thinks “it’s gonna take a lot
more” protests for “corporations and
government to pay attention,”

After hiz speech, Mr. Samuslsen
said he intended to use the protests
as a “springboard” to gathor momen-
tum for the contract negotiations, He
wouldn't reveal new details about the
talks. other than to say that health-
care issues have heen on the table and
that the MTA acknowledged that the
improved dental plan the union pro-
posed was “sensible” Local 100 lead-
ers have cnnl;l»lu.ined that the current
plan is woefully inadequate.

—

Unions: Leave Our Pensions Alone

(Continued from Page 1)

Security benefits for those who are el-
igible to retire but have not yet
reached age 65. Pension costs would
go up immediately for new hires, but
the change would be phased in over
five years for current employees.
Comnl:il.l.ee members Louted the
proposal as a deficit-trimmer, sayi
that the bill, which also raisss pel:f
sion contributions for members of
Congress, will save $88 billion.

Proposal ‘Unconscionable’

“We're making sure the Federal
Government works better,” said Conor
Sweeney, Communications Director
for Rep. Ig'nul Ryan, chair of the House
Budget Committes.

But I?udara]~0111plurvae unions are
raging against the hill.

National Federation of Federal Em-
ployees President William R. Dougan,
noting that most of his members enrn
between $25,000 and $75,000 annua)-
ly, said, “These retirement cuts are ab-

lat ':, ur ionable. | _}Mmﬂdy]
burdened with two years of frozen pay,
increased pension contributions for
new hires, and crushing cuts to agen-
¢y budgets, Federal employees are
reaching the end of their rope.”

The cuts are part of a complex deal
to trivn the Federal deficit sot in mo-
tion by Cnni:;uss last summer, Twelve
lawmnkers koown as the Supercom-
mittee were charged with making tar-
geted spending-cul proposals 1o avoid
automatie across-the-board cutbucks
of $1.2 trillion in Janvary 2013 that
would hit Medicare and the Defense
Department hard.

The committee failed 1o on
recommendations, so that trigger is
set to be pulled next year. Mr. Swesney
said the House budget-reconciliation
hill 18 an effort to reprioritize the cuts
to make them more palstable.

“We don’t believe America’s military
families, the troops, or soiety’s most
vulnerable should pay the price for the
Federal Governmant's failure to take
action,” he said, reforring to the health-
care and defense-spanding reduetions.

But Colleen M. Kelly, head of the
National Treasury Employees Union,
said her members are already sacri-
ficing $75 billion in pay freezes and
higher pension contributions over the
next 10 years, and it’s time athers
shared the burden,

“This legislation would take $82 bil-
lion more from middle-clage Federal
workers without asking for a single
dime from our nation’s wesalthiest in-
dividuals and corporations.” she said
n a statement,
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A federal judge has green-
lighted a lawsuit against the
NYPD over its ®stop and
frisk” program.

US. District Judge Shira
Scheindlin granted class-ac-
tion status yesterday to a
2008 lawsuit that was filed
by David Floyd, Latit Clark-
son, Deon Dennis and David
Ourlich, four men accusing
the NYPD of stopping them
because they are black,

“[The NYPDY's] cavalier at-
titude towards the prospect
of a ‘widespread practice of
suspicionless stops' displays
a deeply troubling apathy to-
wards New Yorkers' most

The NYPD’s controversial “stop and frisk” program has

sparked protests from opponents across the city.

fundamental constitutional
rights,” the judge wrote in
her decision.

In the first three months
of this year, 203,500 New
Yorkers were stopped and

frisked, according to statis~

tics compiled by the

™

NYCLU. More than 80% of
those searched had broken
no laws, and only 9% were
white, the NYCLU said.
Police Commissioner Ray
Kelly declined to comment
about the decigion at an unre-
lated news conference yes-

terday, but Mayor Michael
Bloomberg maintained that
the NYPD’s practices are
legal and have made the city
safer over the last decade.
‘“Nobody's going to ask
Ray Kelly to apologize. He's
not going to — and neither
am I — for saving 5,600
lives,” Bloomberg said dur-
ing a news conference yester-

day.

A police spokesman didn't
return calls for camment by
press time last night. The
city has 14 days to appeal the
judge’s decision.

Manhattan Borough Presi-
dent Scott Stringer, howev-
er, praised the judge’s deci-
sion.

“The current practice of
stop and frisk has unfairly
and harmfully targeted vast
numbers of black and Latino
men, and it cries out for im-

_ mediate reform,” he said in a

statement.

Sonia on NYU keynote: ‘Awesome’

BY IGOR KOSSOV
Special to anNewYork

A jubilant crowd of stu-.

dents in purple gowns and
their families and friends
packed Yankee Stadium yes-
terday to celsbrate their grad-
ustion from New Yotk Uni~
versity and hear the com-
mencement Speaker, Su-
preme Court Justice Sonia
Sotomayor.

“This is awesome,” she
said, speaking from the cov-
ered podium behind the
pitcher's mound, to loud
cheers from the audience.
“Pride captures the essence
of my feelings.”

, a Bronx native
and Yankees fan, said that be-
cause she grew up blocks
away from the old Yankee
Stadium and ooce taught at
NYU Schoal of Law, the
graduation had extra signifi-
cance.

In her brief speech, Soto-
mayor extolled the energy
and scale of her New York
City hometown and told the
students, “this city will chal-
lenge you to do big things. 1

Supreme Court Justice Sonla Sotomayor joins NYU President John Saxton and CNBC anchor
Maria Bartiromo, left, during the university’s commencamant st Yankes Stadium yesterday. @

hope you always carry its en-
ergy inside youw"

She also told graduates to
cultivate relationships be-
cause “it's only in giving to
others that you can find
meaning and satisfaction in
what you do.”

Sotomayor was one of

four distinguished individu-
als to receive honorary doc-
torates from the school yes-
terddy.

Others were New York
Times columnist David
Brooks, Roman Catholic
priest Patrick Desbois and
biomedical scientist Charles

Weissmann

The school released its
180th class into the world in
yesterday’s ceremony.

It was the fifth commence-
ment NYU has held at Yan-
kee Stadium.

gor Kesmovisa
Nowsday freslancer.

Workars allogedly faked signal inspections.

Blame bosses for
signal flap: Union

8Y MARC BLIA
marcbeja@®am-ry.com

The union represent-
ing MTA workers who
are expected to be arrest-
ed later this week for al-
legedly fakmg sub\ny

The charges stem
from a 2010 investigs-
tion by the MTA’s In-
spector General into alle-
tainers made it look like
they inspected signals
they hadn’t checked

The Manhattan DA
and MTA Inspector Gen-
eral's offices declined to
comment on the case.

have had nothing to gain
by claiming to inspect
extra si

“If 1 did one signal or
100 signals, my pay is
the same,” he said.

MTA  spokesman
Adam Lisberg dismissed
the allegations made by
the TWU.

“The alleged miscon-
duct, if true, is totally un-
acceptable and does not
reflect the work of the
vast majority of our
MTA employees,” Lis-
berg said, adding that
“the system is safe, and
remains safe.”

Manhattan DA indicts alleged rapist

Alleged predator Ivan
Ramos. 22, accused of raping
a vuinerable woman in a West
Village stairwell after faisely telt
ing her he was a Neighborhood
Watch member and escorting
her to a bank to obtain cash,
wass indicted by the Manhattan
district attormey yesterday on
multiple charges.

Ramos. who fives in Brook-
Iy, was charged with multiple
counts of first-degree rape,
criminal sexual assault, second-
possassion of stolen property.

When he was arrested,

Ramos still had the victim's
ATM card in his possession, ac-
cording tp published reports
At6am on April 15, Ramas
took the 29-year-old woman,
who had lost her celiphone and
money. to an ATM and told her
to give him her card on the pre-
text of helping her to withdraw
cash for a taxi, prosecutors
said. When she refused and
asked to be taken to a palice
precinct, Ramos instead fed
her to a deserted exteror stair-
well on Perty Street and brutal-
ly attacked her, according to
the DA. (7 ]
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Governor Cuomo Announces Transit Watch Program to Protect MTA Employees

Printer-friendly version

New Program Wil Protect Personnel by Offering Cash Rewards to Help Prosecute Anyone Who Assaults an MTA Employee

Albany, NY (May 21, 2012)

Governor Andrew A Cuomo today announced the launch of Transit Watch, a new program to protect Metropolitan Transportation Authority
personnel by offering cash rewards to help prosecute anyone who assaults an MTA employee

Transit Watch is designed to stem assaults on subway, bus and commuter train personnel by giving riders who witness assaults an incentive of
up to $2,000 to help police track down the offenders

"Thousands of men and women work on the front lines of the MTA system every day to make sure millions of people can get to work safely,"
Governor Cuomo said. "We need to ensure they stay safe as well. Transit Watch puts criminals on notice that if they assault a bus, subway or
train employee, everyone who sees it happen is going to help put them in jail.”

The MTA has had 48 employees assaulted on the job this year, compared to 40 in the same period last year. Assaulting an MTA employee is a
Class D felony punishable by up to seven years in prison

"Assaults on transit workers are on the rise, and the MTA is committed to making them stop," said MTA Chairman and CEO Joseph J. Lhota. "An
attack on any one of our workers is an attack on all of us, and we share the goal of protecting our employees as they put their lives on the line
every day."

Transit Watch was generated by discussion at a conference sponsored this month by the MTA and Transport Workers Union Local 100 to find
solutions to transit worker assaults

"This is a big win for transit workers, who face physical assaults, verbal abuse and threats every day on the job, and who have long felt that
transit assaults are given a low priority,” said TWU Local 100 President John Samuelsen. "We very much appreciate Governor Cuomo's
immediate action to turn a good idea into reality virtually overnight.”

Transit Watch is funded by the MTA. Witnesses with information about assaults on MTA New York City Transit personnel can call the NYPD's
Crimestoppers program at 800-577-TIPS (800-577-8477), which assigns callers an anonymous ID number so they do not have to give their
names. Rewards of up to $2,000 are paid for information leading to the arrest and indictment of the perpetrator.

"We want people to come forward and 'say something’ if they witness a crime against an MTA employee,"” said New York City Police
Commissioner Raymond W. Kelly. "This reward program helps us achieve that goal, and it supports our heightened uniformed presence on city
buses and subways as a way to protect those responsible for moving millions of commuters each day.”

Witnesses with information about assaults on employees of Long Istand Rail Road and Metro-North Railroad can report them to the MTA Police
Department at 212-878-1001

The MTA will spread the word about Transit Watch with posters and other notices on buses, subways and commuter rail cars, as well as through
its existing media outlets and social media channels.

In 2008, bus operator Edwin Thomas was stabbed to death in Brooklyn by an irate passenger who refused to pay his fare and demanded that
Thomas give him a free transfer. The ex-con who stabbed him was sentenced to 20 years in prison

The NYPD Transit Bureau has begun using the CompStat program to track crimes against bus operators by bus route, in order to identify the
routes that are most prone to trouble. Since bus routes usually run through several precincts, those crimes are not typically aggregated in
precinct-level data

MTA New York City Transit has installed security cameras on nearly 400 buses to identify assailants who assault bus operators. More than
1,500 more are scheduled to be deployed in the next two years, at a cost of $22,000 per bus. The agency has also installed 571 partitions in

5/23/2012 4:01 PM
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buses to protect bus operators at a cost of up to $3,000 per bus. All new MTA buses being ordered will have partitions as well
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Takes gov't to court,
saying health care rule

BY VAN PEREIRA
iven perdia@am-ny.com

Cardinal Timothy Dolan is tak-
ing the president on in court to re-
verse the mandate for birth coatrol
options in the health care programs
of the New York Archdiocese.

In a lawsuit filed yesterday in
Brooklyn federal court against the
US. Departinent of Health and
other government agencies, the re-
gion’s top church official said the
government is violating the Catho-
lic Church’'s First Amendment
rights by forcing the body to go

Rewards for reporting
attacks on MTA workers

Dolan lawsuit over birth c..

against its beliefs that contracep-
tion is immoral.

“Time is running out, and our pre-
cious ministries and fundamental
rights hang in the balance, so we

The White House declined to
comment about the suits. In Jamu-
ary, the Health Department adopt-
ed a mandate requiring employers
to pay for contraception options in

have to resort to the courts now,”  their health plans.

Dolan said in a statement. Following an uproar from Dolan
Several other dioceses and Catho-  and other Catholic leaders, Presi-

lic organizations throughout the na-  dent Barack Obama changed the

tion. including the Univer- mandate so that religious groups

sity of Notre Dame,
filed similar federal
lawsuits against the

government yester-

day.

can opt out of the birth control
option.

In the 62-page suit, the Arch-
diocese contends that despite
the changes, the government
still compromised the

Religious-based groups
hospitals and charities aren't eligi-
ble for the exemption, and religious
institutions must go through a long
process to be approved for the opt-
out, according to the suit.

“We have tried negotiation with
the {Obama) Administration and
legislation with the Congress —
and will keep at it
— and there’s

still  no

fix”

Dolan said.

When asked about the archa.
cese's lswsuit, Mayor Michael
Bloomberg kept coy but said every-
body is best served when religion
and government are separate.

“We have some requirements
that we think are necessary,” he
said at a news conference.

jves for Planned Par-
enthood New York blasted the arch-
diocese for turning the health issue
into a religious issue.

Roger Rathman, a spokesman for
the organization, noted that 53% of
Catholic voters support the presi-
dent's mandate and many New
York women face economic hard-
ship in order to meet their health
needs.

Cardinal Timothy Dolan Is suing
over President Barack Obama's
birth control mandete.

MTA ‘Fastrack’
plan spreading
to B'kiyn, Qns.

The MTA will start pay-
ing straphangers to report
thugs who beat up its em-
ployees.

Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo
said a new program would re-
ward anonymous tipsters
with up to $2,000 for helping
cops catch people who io-
jure MTA workers. The
MTA is paying for the pro-
gram, called Transit Watch.

Cuomo said it “puts crimi-
nals on notice that if they as-
sault a bus, subway or train
employee, everyone who
sees it happen is going to
help put them in jail.”

Assaults on MTA workers
increased from 72 in 2010 to
94 in 2011, according to MTA
statistics. At least 48 employ-
ees have been assaulted so
far this year, up from 40 dur-
ing the same period last year.

The Transport Workers
Union and the MTA met ear-
lier this month to try to come
up with ways to combat the
problem. MTA Chairman Jo-
seph Lhota said the witness
rewards program is a re-
sponse to thase discussions,
calling it 2 “waming shot” to
would-be offenders.

“We want to highlight that
this is poing on and to try to
prevent it,” Lhota said yester-
day, adding that “an attack

on any one of our workers is
an attack on all of us.”

President John Samuelsen
said he thinks rewards will
help cut down on assaults on
workers.

“It's going to take a combi-
nation of various approaches
to begin to seriously address
the problem,” he said yester-
day. “This is a very positive
step forward.”

GAATC BES)

48

Assaults on MTA
viorkers so far this ycar

94

Assaults on MTA
workers in 2011

$2,000

Reward tor tipsters

helping cops catch

pcople who injurc
workers

Compion of o Brot Sido Aseccs profect Eatdny tha Lons =~xd Rl Reed to Grend

Central has bean delayed to 2019,

s nn

MTA: East-side LIRR access still 7 yrs. away

The MTA's delay-

“The era of underesti- mistic previous MTA ad-

plagued East Side Access mating public works ministrations. The origi-
project, which was sup- projects is over,” Lhota nal completion date was
posed to bring commuter said, adding that 2013, with a $63
rail service to Grand Cen-  the agency was m billion price tag.
tral Station by 2016, won't  “80% certain® it Bill Henderson
be finished until 2019 and  could do the work ~ Chance of the MTA’s Per
is expected tobe nearty $1  under the new newest manent Citize
billion over budget, estimates Action Commit-
agency sald yesterday. Transit officials ©COmMect, per (ee gave the agen-
Still, MTA Chairman Jo- saldtherewasonly theMTA  cy’s new assess-
seph Lhota said the while  a “209% chance” the ment a qualified

“We're talking 80%

mates, he is “confident”  and within its already in- ; we're not talk-
the et budget and  cressed budget of $73bil-  ing 100,” he said. “Stuff
bm. lion, blaming overly opti- canhappen”  ssscmm

Weeknight subway
shutdowns are coming
to the outer boroughs.

MTA officials said yes-
terday that they would
bring the “Fastrack”
maintenance program,
which cancels large
chunks of service along
various train lines over-
night for four straight
days, to upper Manhat-
tan, Brooklyn and

forming the weeknight
work in downtown Man-
hattan this year.

The planned mainte-
nance disruptions will
occur along the N/Q/R
lines from Long Island
City to downtown Brook-
lyn, a service in Washing-
ton Heights, No. 4/5/6
service on the Upper
East Side and D service
in the Bronx.

The MTA says the
ovemight shutdowns are
safer, cheaper and quick-
er than if employees
tried to do work during
intervals between train
arrivals.

The cash-strapped
agency said it has saved
more than $5 million so
far this year because of
the program.  uascsew
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US.Defense Dept.Is
In Need of Teachers

: Positions at West Point
19 ear
11% Raise Over 3 Years Paying Up to0 $128G;

ATU Bus Locals Match Old| No Application Fee
2 W U Erms m Arbz'tmtian Openings ﬁl_her States,

Too; Need a Degree
In Teaching

il Issue
¢ Buyouts,
eachers

By SARAH DORSEY
An arbitration panel voted 2 to 1
May 16 to mt.rnnctival%nward two
Amalgamated Transit Union locals
three-year contracts providing 11-
percent pay Taises. matehing the in-
creases arbitrators in 2009 gave

i

The 118, Department of Defense
Education Activity, 8 civilian ney
that operates schools in the United
States and abroad, is looking for
Teachers to stafl schools it runs at

a"\

MICHAKL MULGREW: Focus Transport Workers Union Local 100

on why Teachers are fleeing. bers for the same period, which West Point and in other areas around
. concluded early this yfuar ihe country. Applications are baing ac-
dent from being ta t for two The d to ATU Locals 1056 and copied througr April 23 of next year.
utive years by @ classroom teacher | 726, which together represent about There is no fee for applying.

The salary range 1s §40,526 w

3.000 Bus Operators and Mechanics
£127,812 depending on gualifications

in Queens and Staten Island, comes st
a time when the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority says it can't afford
raises for this year and the near fu-
ture because a sluggish economy has
sent tax revenues p ummeting.

fm}nd to be incompetent,” he said.

(Continued on Page 13)
#
Parks Worker Dies
Leaves Public Stranded’

W respet:l.l‘ullydjmgmemghu 8 Working ona 9’1 1
b 18 Ar-
bitrator’s award,” an agency spokesman DANEEE MILLER: Long s f =
baid, “As indicated in our spokesman  roqd to ‘a big deal: Memorial in Queens
MTA beli wes the decision does not take . we do it well,” he said, adding that his By DAVID STMS

into account the interest of the ndms“o members’ patience and discipling, in- Joffroy Barbie ¢, n Coment Mason

competence, we would remove that
Iizﬂmgmf from the classroom and
their digmissal from our pablic schools,”
Te continued. r::fvinw if you are one
of the few hund Teachers who gets
poorly rated two years in & row, you
don't deserve to teachin our sehools and
in froot of our students”

Mr, Mulgrew said that the DOE was
well within ite rights to pursue such

(Continued on Page 14)

grmet

" £
public, and it leaves them by thee sid cluding refraining from participating | ip the Parks Pe tied May 18
the road.” in any wildcat job sctions, welped “;-t 1 p“ri,mf“ 1 l!:u'] ayrk
But 1 Danesk Miller, president of make the oward wossible. of a pulmonary embolism whi'e WOTe
ck Sunday’ L 155, oy the arirators dect- a ing on the /13 memorial i 18, Tock
sion showed the agency was capable MTA Sought Givebaeks Yo A Cammissioner Adri -

of paying. : AT
B 26t here, it's been more than 3% Talks between Local 1068 and the :B‘d that Mr. 3::':‘%’;‘5 ‘:?St::rgﬁ%
yeare |of negotiating and arbitration]; MTA broke down after the agency re- ﬁeg'rmjsi'v_e Trily Bw Park Rock
two union administrations and two fused a third year of raises unless the Vgl he:nnl 5 ;f ‘dr é“w te-
MTA administrations. That's how big union ngreed to givebacks, including iwwtngt Joh‘;‘wl-lapﬂ!'ia‘lm Sl
R R AT | e i see O
5 er no at his m ing overtime r 40 hours .
e S S Bt | e 3
wera ing paid less, wear- tor eight hours each day. 26 " ;
ing.on their marale. And oss, wear: Y roceived similar offers, joined m,jﬂ;ﬂ;:;g{f“&ﬂ;ﬁ;; ae
workers, i the last couple of the negotiations in 2011, ans will hel, E_wwe t.hz’r ﬁvels" Mr;
ears thoy've had to work under a ris- Lotal 100, which represents 34,000 % sald T Lhunk Jeff for this
ing tide of p gor its, includ- MTA empl ,'mhnﬁfordecadeatﬁnd~ Bﬁi‘;ﬁ o a d:‘ e el ,_%r e
ing threats, harassment and being ed to sct & bergaining patter for | o s onr e i be £
gpit on. amaller unions. The agency sued to | ) hi f!m?ilp friy ds g T
_“Undar the most-adverse situa- o ek u;n Iﬂ;ﬁﬁﬁ: Den n’::nt'i"
tions, we keep doing what we do and (Continued on Page 14) h"ﬁ:ﬁr Bloomberg called the oss

f MERE =
2 0- 000 %rded Oﬁ‘ ﬂfr 6 (Continued on Page 2)

VY Chief: Sons
gs on Memorial

he shonld have a line-of-duty death
Jr racognition,” Mr. DiBernardo Sr. said.
{he His son and five other firefighters
99, were forced to jump from a wrth-

dth  blazs; two died, and their names are

ml, inscribed on the wall.

stie Mr. DiBernardo’s father said the

opt.  Lieutenant’s name belongs with those

pris of his comrades.

wiadl “The only differonce is uu? didn't
' SH W maid SThew
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Arbitration Looms On
School-Closing Battle

(Continued from Page 9)

[
statement continued. “In the mean-
time, the terms of the stipulation—
that the Department of Education
will malee no personnel decisions in
these schools—remain in effect ™

The DOE, represented by Law De-
partment attorney Charles Orsland,
argued that if the turnaround process
was halted for too long, the 24 achools
currently interviewing new Teachers
would lose their ce to hire the
best candidates

Closing in Name Only?

UFT attorney Alan Klinger said that
were turnsround alhuwt;hg‘a to procead
but overturned through arbitration af-
ter the next school year begins, the
da.'muf;e done by replacing staff at the
schools would be difficult to rectify.

He algo reiterated the unions’ argu-
ment that the turnaround progess
amounted to a school-closing in name

*only, 8o that digliked Teachers could
be cleared out without having to abide
by rules established in collective bar-
gaimng.

he city hng been quite unhappy
with the limitations of the contract,
Mr. Klinger said. “The only way the
can get free of the restrictions is il it's
actnally with a school that is closing
and chnnging shape™

But with the 24 turnaround schoals,
“they're basically closing on a Frid
and opening on & Monday, same build-
ing, same students,” he argued. "It
doesn't give them cante blanche to try
and re-staff the schools "

Justice Lobis sought assurances
from both sides that the matter could
be resolved quickly without the
court’s involvement. “There's some-
thing ta be said for getting it in front
of an arbitrator quickly so the morits
can be examined.” she said.

A Reason for Urgency

“It is our intention to move this
along,” Mr Orsland replied. “This is the
recruiting season, and we're not the
anly school district in town. ., wo're go-
g 1o lose a lot of applicants.”

e said that an arbiteation would
likaly be finished by the end of this
school year or at the very latost at the
start of the next one But Mr. Klinger
snid thal oncy the closed schools have

ired rnew staff, thf problem would

“Now that those jobs have been
filled, those Teachers would oeed a
ramedy 100" he said. “"And we repre-
sent them. . all the unions are aslging
is that the hiring decisions be deinyed.

Justice Lobis said that as long as
hoth sides were intent on resolving
the matter quickly, she need not get
mvolved. “If you're both saying you
need the arbitrator 84 oon as possi-
ble, an injunction would not be neces-
sary,” ahe said. “If what you're saying
is Teally sincery, then you'll got 1t to
the arbitrator as quickly as possible”

DOE to Offer ATR Buyouts

(Continued from Page 1)

dismissals. “The school system has al-
ways had the ability to bring up on
disciplinary charges any tenured
Teacher at any time, These charges
are then heard by an independent ar-
bitrator who we all the evidence
and issues o finding,” he said. “You
would have to ask the Chancellor why,
if this is such a good idea, it has ta-
ken the administration 10 years to
implement it.”

. Walcott accused the UFT of be-
ing unhelpful in DOE's drive to im-
prove teaching, saying, “The union
and others would rather stay silent
than cheer the progress our students
have made since 2002.”

But Mr. Mulgrew said the DOE was
focusing too much on the removal of
bad Teachers. “While no one wants to
protect Teachers who are not doing
the job, the more important issue is
the thousands of good Teschers who

leave the syste " he said.
“’tﬁr:t'a Eh?sreaz]n pmbie::u:;r ;hs?:‘-la
ATU Locals’ Contract

(Continued from Page 1)

nullify the 2009 deecision, known as
the Zuccotti award, which granted the
local a 8-percent wage inerease in the
third year of its contract, elsiming in-
ahility to pay.

The umion won that battle, but in
December 2011, & separate panel
brake with the pattern by denying a
third year of wage increases to TWU
Local 262, which represents 700
Island bus employess whose jobs ha
mnemlgal‘:een privatized,

Pat den, president of Local 252,
anid at the time that she bolieved her
case was unusonl, since the purchase
of the bus m by & private compa-
ny left her little bargaining leverage.

Says Managoment Stalling

All 27 locals representing MTA em-
ployees are currently warking under
expired contracis since Local 100
agreed to bargain past its Jan. 15
deadline.

Me. Miller blamed the sgency,

“They have filed to negotiate a
contract in five years with anyone,” he
aaid, “We don't agree that that's & way
o do business”

At a March 18 City Council hearing,
the MTA presented svidence that its
revenues Kave fallen far short of pro-
Jections, especially incoms from home-
mortgage, urban real-estate and pay-
roll taxes. Officials announced the
planned to raize fares and tolls ?.g
percent in January 2013 and again
two later, which they predicted
wounld raise $900 million. MTA Diree-
tor of Government Affairs Hilary Ring
testified that he expected worker pen-
sion and health-care costa to rise by
$810 million over the same period.

DENNIS WALCOTT: Root
out the incompetents.

face, and [ have yet to hear the Chan-
callor or the Mayor come up with a
strategy to deal with it”

Mr. Walcott's ATR buyout proposal
was more warmly received, although
the UFT pointed out that cost-saving
reforms had already been enacted for
the controversial excess pool.

‘Bad-Behaved and Unmotivated’

Mr. Walcott said those in the ATR
(about B00 Teachers currently) cost
the city $100 million per year in
salaries. “More than & quarter of
these Teachers have been disciplined
for bad behaviar. Almost half of them
have not even submitted a job appli-
cation or attended a recruitment ?a.u-
in the past year. That’s unacceptable,”
he sans)a

“If you're a Teacher who can't find
a permanent job in our schools after
a year, we will offer you a generpus in.
centive to resign and pursue another
cireer,” ha continued. “Every dollar
WE save, we can use Lo banefit our stu-
dents, ingtend of wasting it on Teach-
ors who prabably chose the wrong pro-
e ks a shift in pol

This propusal marks a shift in pol-
icy for Sua ‘3‘5"15. which had previous-
ly tried to xlnm n time limit on Teach-
ers in the ATR. Former Schools Chan-
cellor Joel 1. Klein had suggested that
Teuchers could be fired if they failed
to find o position within & year.

Mr. Mulgrew pointed out that in
last year's budget agresment, the
UFT {M to redeploy ATRs as
subdtitute Teachers around the city
for 840 million in savings,

"o our last contract, the adminis-
tration and the union agreed 1o nego-
Uate & voluntary saverance payment
from Teachers who are ¢ I from
their schools,” he continued. “We
huve made several attempts 1o nego-
tiate such a program, without success,
If the administration now has a pro-
posal fora buyout for ATR Teachers—
and presumably 8 plan to fill in the
budget gap Lhat reducing the pool will
dreate—we are pre to listen ®

NYC
Police
Pension

Calls for Independent Revie
Beep: Don’t Rate
Based on Flawed

By DAVID SIMS

Citing a plethora of errors found on
this year's state English and math ex-
ams, Manhattan Borough President
Seott Stringer May 15 petitioned the
New York State Education Depart-
ment to conduct an independent re-
view of its tests before using the data
to assess students and Teachers,

Mr. Stringer said 30 ervors had been
found on the tests for grades 8 to 8 in
math and Engligh Language Arts and
criticized the state Tor ting tost-

blisher Pearson PLC a five-year,
gg?-mil!ion contract deapite com-
plaints about its work in other states.

‘Shouldn’t Use Flased Data’

“We have to do everything in our
power to ensure the validity of these
teats” Mr Stringer said at n press
conference in his office. *An independ-

y 8SCOT1
ent review must be completed so we tests rig
don’t use flawed data to punish stu-
dents and possibly Teachers.” ence. The E

The most-prominent controversy oral candid
surrounding the tests was a passage said that tt
called “T'he Hare and the Pineapple® last a matt
on the eighth-grade English exam, an  severely aff
adaptation of a Daniel Pinkwater sto- In aletter
ry that was criticized for its ambign- Chancellor
ous nature and confusing comprehen- ed that Peas
sion questions. Teview as a

NYSED agreed not to count the public’s trus
“Hare and the Pineapple” questionsin  critical of th
its scoring of the exams, and also ed in the D:
nixed questions on the fourth-grade ther delay
math exam that had either mj:ipla feeling is w
correct answers or no correct answer. ward here,”
Twenty other questions were exclud-
ed from math exame being given in
Spanish, Korean, Creole, Russian, Teache
Chihese and Braille due to inaccura-
cies in the translation. ¥

State Attorney General Eric (Conti
Schneiderman is now investigatin .
Pearsan, which is in the first year of | poard's ruli
its five-year contract, to see if its em- legal optio
ployees tried to improperly mfluence | Jezsica Sci
state officials to award the deal. statement.

Regents Chancellor Not Sold Quest

But Mr. Stringer said that the in- Talks on *
tegrity of any Teacher or student as- | essentially
sessment data based on state test re- | ing matter
sults needed to be assured with an in- | resolved in
dependent probe. “We don't want any- | Cuomo said
hody to miss out on an opportunity be- | funding if a
cause they didn't get a question right But despi
because there wasn't a right answer,” | DOE and U
he said. "We have to make sure these | with a brief
big tests come with big accuracy® Mulgrew d

Representatives of various Commu- | known sum
nity Education Councils and the Unit- | sisted that
ed Federation of Teachers appeared | reachinga ¢

closing scho

with Mr. Stringer at the press confer-

THE HUNDRED YEAR
is accepting
2012 Isaac LIBERM

OUTS
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MTA Chairman Joseph Lhota tells state senators
that transit authority must raise fares because of
pension and health care costs

Lhota to transportation committee: Benefit expenditures are 'spiraling out of control'

BY PETE DONOHUE / NEW YORK DALY NEWS
Tuesday, June 5, 2012, 7:28 PM
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MTA Chairman Joseph Lhola says if not for increases in pension and heallh care cosfs, the transit authority would not need lo
raise fares in 2013

Bus and subway fares are going up next year because of MTA workers' pension and health care costs, the
agency's chairman, Joseph Lhota, said Tuesday.

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority has successfully cut many expenses, resuiting in $700 million in
annual savings, Lhota told state senators in Albany.

But pension and health care expenditures continue to “spiral out of control,” he testified before the Senate
transportation committee

EDITORS' PICKS

PHOTOS: Lohan
. suffers wardrobe
The state Legislature sets pension plans. Lhota told the senators “we will need your help” to close future malfunction on set

budget gaps by changing transit workers' benefit packages. of Liz Taylor biopic

"In fact, but for mandated increases in pension and health care costs, we would not need the 2013 fare
increase,” Lhota said

The MTA plans on raising fare revenue by 7.5% next year.
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Transport Workers Union Local 100 President John Samuelsen said MTA budget woes aren't caused by
worker benefits but by mismanagement of construction projects.
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MTA ‘FUSS’ LANE

Transit chief wants city to share bus-tlcket bucks

HEMTAis poised o tion tlaunched Select
hoost bus-lane enforce- Bus ServiceonFirstand Second
ment on First and Second Pet Aves the
Aves. —astep that'slong ete Bymostaccounts, SBShas
averdue - but onlyifthe Donchue been an success. Trips havebeen
cityagreestosharetheincome —— quickened significantly
with the transit agency. of strategies lilke off-board
thory Chatmamneaeply - g
Authority Joseph ines an £n masse
Lhota refusedtosign offon the ’P"‘f‘;'r'h’bis"“mmdbﬂsh‘ rather than payingone by one by
purchaseofthebus-laneenfarce- LightsofHongKong (Forany o6 Tive autharity solicited
mentcamerasforthe M15Select ~ on-transitgeelsreading this competitive bidslast year and
routeafterstafferstoldhimallthe Walderfilledonly t“"’ye,“s"fh' mare than a dozen companies
ticket revenue would go to city six-year term before boltingfora expressed an interest, according
coffers, sourcessaid last night. much morelucrative private to MTAdocuments.
Inotherwords, the MTA sectorjob.) Lhotawasappointed Tjye MTA bureaucracy has
:iv‘omdmakeaninvestmmtand m]ﬁ“ﬂa’n R alwaysbeen afraid nlgmﬂ;h'lgmm
e city would get all the returns. ep! apublic ight with the Bloomberg
Lhota hasan MBA from the camerasto go onboard the M15 administration. Aspokesman lnst Metorist clogs express bas lane aloag Secend Ave. James Monroe Adams IV
Harvard Business Schoolbut buses. The MTAhasS5ofthem *  yeek tread gentlywhen asked defray the expense of the equip- June, police said. The DOT also
anyonewith theIQofabeagle onthe route. Thecameraswould  about the camera dolay ment, source said. installed abouta dozen stationary
wouldsee there’s somethingvery  record the license plates of cars “We'restill finalizing atime In themeantime, bus-lane camerasalongtheroute.
wrongwiththat endtrucksinvadingbus-only  frame,”hesaid. “Thistumedout ;121050 Pirst and Second That'snotshabbyenforce-
Onesourcesaidthelllogicof  lanes. Vehicleownerswouldbe  tobe abit more complicated than AT N . hoardbus
t el an ticketedandhave topay$115 ticipated, butweare . ves. mnmemkofm mentbuton- > cams
:m indeed quwuoned! by violation, L B ?:rwnni." 8 ticketed by police patrollingthe ~ would realiyraise the risk of
the prior transit administration. The state Legislature passed a There'ssome truth in these. avenues. The NYPDissuedabiowt  gettingcaughtand persuade
The MTA either cavedinorthe  bill authorizingthe MTA to use TheMTAisn'tlookingtotake 27,000 ticketsforvarious bus- many moreasphalt poachersto
{ssue wasn't resolved before on-boardbuscamsinJune2009.  elltheticket revenue. It wantz laneviolations on the 17-mile stayin theirown lane.
former Chairman Jay Walder The MTA and city Transporta- some portion of the revenuesto route between Octoberand early paonchue@nydaiyrows.com

The Classic Ranch $192,500 Complete * $6,738 down
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_PLUS - §5, 000 cash back at closing!
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$2,170 mo. witaxes and insurance * 4 large bedrooms with impres-
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Call Toll Free
EZ COMMUTE EXPRESS
/" GLASSIC BUS SERVICE - 90 MIN. TO NYC 1-800-276-4000
QUALITY HOMES BUSIEST BUILDER IN AREA www.classlcqualltyhomes.com

Hours: Mon. thru Sat. 9am to 5pm
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The platforms at the Bedford
Avenue L train stop were no-
ticeably less packed than usu-
al at 8 am. yesterday morm
ing, the first weekday of the
MTA’s expanded L train serv-
ice.

“There's usually way mnore
people,” Brooklyn local farek
Markocai observed. “Berween
8 and 9 in the moming is al
ways the worsL.”

- To the delight of riders, the
MTA has added 16 more round
trips on the L line each week-
day, plus 11 more on Satur-
days and seven more on Sun-
days. The biggest change
could be noticed in train wait
times: L trains now will run
just under every three min-
utes during the morning rush
hour. up from having to wait
an average of three and a half
minutes for the next train.

Robbery
along the L

WILLIAMSBURG. Police are
asking for the public's help
in identifying two teenage
boys who they said stole a
woman's cell phone and
cash while she was waiting
at the Lorimer Street L sta-
tion on Sunday evening.
The alleged robbery hap-
pened at 5 p.m., said police.
Officials described the sus-

L rush hour expansion
allows room to breathe

Satisfied riders

<

{ morning
agreed that the 16 new
trains have already made a

= “} wish they'd do

it to the A line,
too!”

COMMUTER

About half the trains that
arrived between 7:45 and 9:30
a.m. yesterday were still jam-
packed. But on the other half.
a seat could be found, a rarity
on a Monday moming. But the
biggest change by far. riders
said, were the significantly
less crowded platforms

pects as two black teens,
both wearing white shirts
and black pants. Pictures
released show one wearing
a blue hat and the other
wearing a red hat and black
glasses. @ METRD/DB

SANIELA BTN

in fact. at 850 am. the
waiting platform seemed actu-
ally barren in comparison to
the usual crowd.

“The people wailing are
usually three people deep.” re-
marked Helder Santo, who
said he had to spend a frustrat-
ing 15 minutes waiting for an
L train last week

The MTA added the rains
in response to the surge in L
ridership over the past decade.
Ridership on the line has
grown by 141 percent since
1998, according to the MTA.

“As new residents and visi-
tors flock 10 North Brooklyn.
this is a big step,” said stare
Sen_ Daniel Squadron, who pe-
titioned the MTA to add more
trains.

DANTELA BERNAL

ferters@metro.us

Fatal LIRR
accident

CENTRAL ISLIP, NY. A man is
dead after an LIRR train
arashed into his car, which
was stopped on the tracks just
west of the Centyal Islip sta-
tion early yesterday morning,
The train slammed into the
car at the gate crossing, caus-
ing it to burst into flames on
impact, The driver was killed
immediately, according to re-
ports. No train passengers
were injured. @ METRO/DB
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WU demands a raise

ARIPAUL

mtract talks between Transport
orkers Union (TWU) Local 100 and
3Metropolitan Transportation Au-
ity (MTA) were back in the head-
esinrecent weeks. Members of the
iCand other public-sector unionsin
'w York City.should be paying close
ention, as the results of transit bar-
ining could have a significant im-
ct on their own negotiations.

The State Legislature’s Black,
terto Rican, Hispanic and Asian
gislative Caucus sent a letter to
wernor Andrew Cuomo on April
, urging pressure on the MTA to

L
Pushing
ity’s decision to instead rent office
space in Manhattan, at 2 Broadway,
meant “flushing $63 million down
the toilet that could restore every
ounce of service [cut in 2010] for New
York’s working families.”

The debt-saddled MTA is demand-
ing draconian measures, including
a wage freeze, a giveback of five
vacation days, more part-time bus
operators, and upping the employee
health-care contribution, in addition
to increasing health insurance co-
pays. Management also wants work-

back against givebacks

more than 40 hours in a single week,
rather than after eight hours worked
in a day.

In the May Day march, a

The MTA could meet that, but
it has said that any raises must be
funded through givebacks in work
rules and other benefits. The April
25 legislators’ letter suggested an
alternative: tapping part of a spe-
cial fund for future retiree

large contingent of Local 100 Outcome health-care costs, which
members carried signs saying  will affect has grown rapidly since
“We are the 99%, we're worth other it was created six years
more than 0%," and “We de- . ago. As a public agency,
serve more than threezeroes"  public the MTA is not required
Earlier this year, the TWU re- employees. to pre-fund these benefits;

portedly countered the wage-
freeze demand with a proposal for
1% annual raises in the first three
years, and 2% annual wage hikes in

some experts say the cur-

rent level of the fund is more than

generous, while others disagree.
The MTA’s demands are based

pacts the two largest State unions -
the Civil Service Employees Asso-
ciation (CSEA) and the Public Em-
ployees Federation (PEF) - settled
with the Cuomo administration
last year in order to avert layoffs.
‘Whether the TWU wins a wage in-
crease, and how it is paid for, will
either help or hurt other New York
public-worker unions, whose con-
tracts are under negotiation.
Joshua Freeman, a historian at
the Graduate Center and author of
a TWU history, In Transit, observed
earlier this year that some sort of
pay increase for transit workers was
likely. Freeman noted that while the
union didn’t have a lot of leverage
over a cash-strapped agency, neither
did the MTA have a lot of leverage
over the union. The CSEA and PEF
agreements, he explained, came
in response to Cuomo’s threats of

ant at least some raises. “Many
us believe that there is money
their current budget...to grant a
ydest cost-of-living wage increase
¢ TWU Local 100’s 40,000 mem-
1s,” the letter stated.

A MISMANAGEMENT

At this year’s May Day march
3¢ p.8), union president John
muelsen told thousands of union
:mbers and Occupy Wall Street
pporters that the MTA was mis-
naging its budget, failing to pri-
itize service and the basic needs of
iployees. “Samuelsen denounced
3MTA’s April 25 vote to relinquish
$1-a-year lease on its building at
)Jay St.in Brooklyn,” reported the
il-service weekly The Chief, Sam-

ers to get overtime only for working

the last two years of the agreement.

in part on the concessionary wage

severe layoffs. “I don’t think the

oA
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Isen told the crowd that the author-

Members of

o R i ! L
Transport Workers Union Local 100 marching with other unions & Occupy Wall Street activists on May

MTA can lay off a large number of
its workers and still operate the sys-
tem,” Freeman said.

Few predict the union will strike,
as it did for three days in Dee. 2005.
Though the TWU has won clout in
negotiations by being one of the
few public-sector unions willing to
strike in the last generation, it also
paid a price for doing so. The union
suffered financial penalties under
the Taylor Law which forbids pub-
lic workers in New York from strik-
ing, and was barred for more than a
year from collecting dues directly
from members’ paychecks. In the
current fiscal and political environ-
ment, Local 100 leaders opted not to
walk out when their last contract
expired in January.

®S@ Samantha Grace Lewis
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EEKING THE PRESIDENCY

shirley Chisholm, CUNY and U.S. history

BARBARA WINSLOW

ne of Brooklyn College’s most fa-
mous alumni, Shirley Chisholm,
is again in the news - 2012
marks the 40th anniversary of
her historic campaign for the
mocratic Party nomination for president.
The first African American woman elect-
to Congress, Chisholm was fearless. Her
id stances were not what was expected of
1ember of Congress, much less a candi-
‘e for president. But for Chisholm, politi-
courage was not an obstacle to practical
1ievement: it was how she got things done.

RBADOS TO BROOKLYN

Chisholm was born in Brooklyn in 1924,
:daughter of Caribbean immigrants. She
nt her formative years in Barbados living
‘hher maternal aunt and grandmother.
Shisholm’s roots in politics developed dur-
iearly childhood. She was a young girl in
rbados at the beginning of the Barbados
rkers’ and anti-colonial independence
wvements. Her father was an ardent Gar-
rite and supporter of trade union rights.
radored grandmother, aunt and mother
tked in the homes of wealthy white fami-
3; Chisholm never forget their stories, and
in elected official always fought for legis-
on on domestic workers’ rights.

latnrminem ta Drennalrlam fn 1004 Alan condeans

of the Harriet Tubman Society which fought
for integration of the troops during the end of
‘World War II, for courses in African Ameri-
can history and for greater women's participa-
tion in student government.

Chisholm got her master’s degree in early
childhood education, then joined in local poli-
tics. During her time in the Brooklyn Demo-
cratic Clubs she challenged the all-white and
all-male power structure, transforming the
17th District Club into one which brought in
more people of color into local politics. (It was
no accident that her 1970 memoir bore the title
Unbought and Unbossed.)

In 1964, she became the first African Amer-
ican woman from Brooklyn elected to the New
York State Assembly. She believed her great-
est achievement in Albany was passing the
Search for Education, Elevation and Knowl-
edge program, SEEK. Now named after Percy
Sutton, prominent civil rights attorney and
Chisholm’s colleague in Albany, SEEK paved
the way for open admissions at CUNY, giving
opportunities to low-income students to enroll
in higher education and provide academic sup-
port to ensure their success.

VITAL ROLE OF SEEK

The program became vital to making
CUNY more representative of New York
City, bringing in African American, Latino,
working-class and immigrant students and

isholm and Sutton with pushing it through.

The SEEK legislation was not Chisholm’s
only accomplishment in Albany. She also
worked for the legalization of abortion, ac-
cess to childeare, maternity rights for teach-
ers and legislation for domestic

Activism (chisholmproject.com) was estab-
lished with the mission of bringing Chisholm’s
life and legacy to the general public through
collecting archival materials, holding educa-
tional public forums, and making materials
publicly available on a website that also

workers' rights. When elected /fm‘- provides K-12 curricula.

to Congress in 1968, from /N \ Or > . Ininterviews for the Shirley
Brooklyn’s 12th District, /e X # 2N Chisholm Project, her impact
she was more outspoken /& 5 r.!', \ hasbeen clear. Professor

in her opposition to the Jl_ﬂt rd'l"l\'l Anita Hill, last November at
Vietnam Warandher | % == | the Shirley Chisholm Day
support for women's { == | celebration at Brooklyn Col-
rights. She was one of the lege, remembered how thrill-
founders of the Congres- ¢ & ing it was for her, a young
sional Black Caucus, The o . - black adolescent girl, to see

National Women'’s Political
Caucus, as well as the National
Abortion Rights Action League,
serving as its honorary chair.
She used her presidential campaign as a
platform for her issues, particularly child-
care and ending the Vietnam War. She
voiced support for lesbian and gay rights as
well as Puerto Rico’s right to independence.
Instead of stepping to the side for a more
“winnable” (white and mate) candidate, Ch-
isholm pushed across the country to engage
voters in thinking about the kinds of change
that their country needed. She came to the
Miami convention with 151 delegate votes,
more than any other woman in history. Af-

_"‘85'“ .il'l h“:‘

&% Chisholm running for presi-
dent. “Those things matter,” Hill
said. “Having that face, that strong

voice, that someone who looked like me who
sounded like me.”

Donna Brazile, political strategist and
a lifelong friend, stressed to interview-
ers that if Chisholm were alive today, she
would be fighting to defend the gains that
she worked so hard to win. At a time when
access to higher education, access to birth
control, and the social safety net are all un-
der attack, Chisholm’s voice and passion
are as relevant today as they were 40 years
ago - when she threw her hat in the ring.
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Giant sacked
with DWl rap

Giants  lineman
arrested on Sunday
night after he smashed
his BMW into several
parked cars in Queens,
was charged yesterday
morning with two
courtts of driving under
the influence of aico-
hol

According to the
criminal  complaint,
Diehl had a biood alco-
hol level of 182, more
than twice the legal
fimit It convicted, he
could face up to a year
in jait or a fine of
$1000.

A Queens judge re-
leased Diehl, 31 whoen-
tered no plea to the
two charges of im-
parred driving. and ad-
jouned the case.

AMIY/MEWSDAY)

Iyn left New Yorkers and offi-
cials far from entertained.
A video was nploaded to

11-foot gap between two plat-

ble stories about people fall-
ing onto the tracks by acci-
dent, so why intentionally
put yourself in a position
where that could happen to
you?” Tyler Wain, 36, of the
Brongx asked

Gene Russianoff, of the
Straphangers ign, said
he has seen hundreds of sto-
ries of people playing around
in subway stations, but this
one was by far the worst.

Although both men
jumped when there were no

AVMM“MMMMH-MM‘-MW

trains approsching, there
still were big rlsks, inchuding
a 600-volt shock from the
Russianoff added that
stunts ke this harm riders
and transit workers when
their acrobatics go wrong,
Transport Workers Union

“It’s also a terrible thing
for train crews to live with if

one of the teeas falls under
the wheels and gets cut to
pieces,” he said

The MTA, which also criti-
cized the daredevils, said
trains have struck 29 people
so far this year. The agency
said it cannot determine how

many of those injuries were
related to people playing
around on the track.

Kevin Ortiz, the agency’s
spokesman, said the MTA
has been pushing an advertis-
ing carnpaign warning of the
dangers of subway stations.

“However, the campaign
does not address this type of
idiocy,” he said, adding that
the agency hopes other thrill
seekers don't aim to copy
this stunt. (WITH TR HEXEERA)

B T e e
Bloomberg touts rise in city graduation rates

BY VAN PEREIRA
ivanpersira@am-ny.com

The cily’s téens are gradu-
ating high school in larger

numbers, the mayor an- -

nounced yesterday, but the
teacher's union says not all
the news is good.

The four-year graduation
rate for the city’s public
school students last year was
65%, marking a 19% surge
since 2005, Mayor Michael
Bloomberg said.

our strategies to
improve education, we've

steadily improved gradua-
tion rates and student
achievement for the 10th con-
secutive year,” the mayor

Ovaerall, the graduation
rate at the schools that were
transformed increased from
35.7% in 2002 to 68% in 2011,
the mayor said.

AN s

SRR k‘*“/"

‘ (Large 3202 soda)

The United Federation of
Teachers, which has fought
the school closures, said
Bloomberg is not giving New
Yorkers the full picture.

Michael Mulgrew, the
upion’s president, said
Bloomberg didn't mention
that the four-year graduation
rate among special education
students was 27% or that
ounly 39% of non-native En-
glish speakers get their diplo-
ma on thme.

The mayor's office de-
clined to respond to
Mulgrew.

More students making the grade

Number of students who graduated

from city high schools
within four years

068
48,499 51,006 52,08

“ YOUR KID JUSTATE 26 PACKS OF SUGAR.

Sugary drinks can bring on obesity, type 2 diabetes and heart disease.

Health

Jewish pols
inock Barron

A group of Jewish elected
officials denounced Councl-
man Charles Barran's nn for
Congress. cafng him an
“anemy of larsel,” because of
his criticism of the Jewish
state

“We have learmed to bive to-
gether in this city despite our
different backgrounds. and
his vile, vicious assailing of ls-
rael is simply not accept-
able," former Mayor Ed Koch
said in a statement.

Koch was joinred by Brook-
lyn Councd members Brad
Ladner and David Greenfield
al the Museumn of Jewish Her-
itage yesterday Bamron, who
IS running against state As-
semblyman Hakeem Jeffries
in the June 26 Democratic
Prnimary for the 8th Cangres-
siona) district covering parts
of Brookdyn and Manhattan,
caliot) the rews contarence a
cheap attach.

“I'm not going to let them
distract me” from the con-
cems of peaple in my district.
said Barron (D-Easl New
York)

In previous interviews, Bar-
ron called larsel a “terronst
state” and caled the govern-
maeit Nazis for their treat-

) | Michael B, Bloombetg
| Mayot
1 Thomas Farley. MD MPH
| Comnuisstoner

2I0Z Z1 3NNT "Avas3an

go to nyc.gov and search for

Eating Healthy or call 311.
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NY MTA Losing $100 Million Annually To Fare
Evasion
By Kate Hinds | 06/25/2012 — 5:39 pm

Share this Article

NY MTA chairman Joe Lhota, at Monday's commitiee meetings (photo by Kate Hinds)

Fare evasion costs New York City $100 million a year. And it's worse on buses than subways.

Putting an exact number on the city’s problem is difficult, officials said at Monday's New York
Metropolitan Transportation Authority committee meeting. Thomas Prendergast, the president of
New York City Transit, said “| believe the number is between $50 and $75 million (annually).”

But later that moming, an MTA official said intemal estimates put that number closer to $100
million a year — with fare evasion on buses alone accounting for over $50 million a year.

MTA head Joe Lhota said he met last month with NYPD commissioner Ray Kelly. The result:
police are stepping up enforcement and spot checks on buses — and the effort involves both
uniform and undercover officers.

“This new effort has just started,” said Lhota, “and | think we'll see the fruit of this relatively
soon.”

So far this year (as of 6/24), police have made 1,228 “theft of service” arrests on city buses.
That's up 72% compared to the same period last year.

Thomas Prendergast said he found some of the fare evasion numbers surprising. “We have the
higher end of the rates in Staten Island,” he said, “where there’s a lot of school service and a lot
of the fare evasion may be students.”
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Removed but Not Recycled 6

So far this year there have been 60 arrests for fare evasion in that borough.
days ago

Prendergast said he wanted to produce a thorough report on the problem, “rather than just
making anecdotal comments.”

One board member asked Prendergast why fare evasion occurs more often on buses. “At the Eitﬁ{"fiffﬁ

front end of my career,” said Prendergast, “I drove a bus for 30 days and qualified as a bus iSelect CrateAgo'ry’
operator in Chicago. And let me tell you, it's one of the most difficult jobs.”

He then painted a stark picture of a situation drivers could find themselves in. “If you want to Archives

work midnight to eight, by yourself on a bus, and challenge somebody for a fare — we require _Select Month
people to challenge once for a fare — versus sitting in a booth and calling someone if someone
doesn’t pay a fare — it's a very, very complicated issue.”

Search

And not a financially insignificant one. “Every dollar we can save from fare evasion is a dollar we Find
can spend for other things,” he said.

To give that $100 million figure some context: in 2010, the MTA cut 38 bus lines — and reduced
service on 76 more — to save $93 million a year.

u Follow Transportation Nation on Twitter.

Posled by Kate Hinds on al 5:39 pm, filed under Buses, Fealured, Local Government, Money, Safety, Subway,
Uncalegorized and lagged Bus, fare, fare beater, fare evasion, kelly, hota, prendergasl, Subway. Bookmark the permalink
Follow any commenls here with the RSS feed for lhis posl Post a comment or leave a trackback: Trackback URL
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Al 06/26/2012 at 11:50 am
WLF.

Rider doesn't pay fare, park bus, right lhere, don't leave the curb, give paying riders {ransfers for next bus on route.

Problem solves itself in a week.

Matthias 06/26/2012 at 12:19 pm

Three words: Proof of payment

BGGB 06/26/2012 at 1:34 pm '

Actually there’s a much belter way to put ihis issue in context:
At the highesl eslimate, fare beaters are cosling the MTA 1.1% of it’s annual collected revenue of $3.6 BILLION.

“In their 2012 adopted budget, the MTA projects over $3.6 billion in fares from New York Cily Transit services alone.
Even if The Advance's eslimate of $40 million is correct, we are looking at a bleed rate of around 1.11%. Just about
any business would kil for such a low rale...”

I'm not saying this money doesn't matter, but we should put il in proper context.

http://secondavenuesagas.com/2012/05/31/paying-too-much-attention-to-fare-beating-dollars/

throcko 06/27/2012 at 8:56 am

If Prendergast is correct that it's mainly students, then lost revenue is much lower since students would pay only half
fare.

Post a Comment

Your email is never shared. Required fields are marked *
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BYPETEDONOHUE

NEW YORK DAILY MEWS
THERE ARE MORE than 38,000
subway and bus workers who
move New York, and their
days in the shadows are
comingtoanend.

Today the Daily
MNews is proud to an-
nounce the launch of
the “Hometown He-
roesinTransit” awards.

Teaming up with the Met-
ropolitan  Transportation
Authority and Transport
Workers Union Local
100, The News will honor
bus and subway workers
who demonstrate the
noblest of qualities:
courage, compassion,
dedication, selflessness
and ingenuity. Their sto-
ries too often have gone
untold.

Starting today, The
News will accept nomina-
tionsby email, letterand fax.

Winning candidates will re-
ceive cash prizes and be hon-
ored Nov, 1 for their exceptional
deeds and service — such as saving
the life of a rider who fell to the
tracks or quickly reuniting a moth-
er and lost child; helping a sick
neighbor pay the bills by organizing
a neighborhood fund-maiser or win-
ning the hearts of commuters
through professionalism, wit and
sincerity; driving many miles over
many years without a single infrac-
tion or accident, or coming up with
a novel idea that greatly
worker safety or the rider experi-
ence.

“This great city wouldn’t be near-
ly so great without the transit work-
ers who move more than 8 million
riders a day,” Daily News Editor-
in-Chief Colin Myler said “We're
delighted to launch this tribute to
the extraordinary men and women
providingsucha vital service.”

MTA Chairman Joseph Lhota
said: “Bveryone at the MTA knows
that the people who keep our sub-
ways and buses nmning are unsung
heroes of New York City, so we're
glad to work with the Daily News
and the TWU to recognize the very
bestamong them.

“Our ever-growing ridership lev-
els are a testament to the dedica-
tion of our workers, who always
strive to improve service no matter
how difficult their job. I'm looking
forward to seeing the stories of
MTA employees who have gone
above and beyond the call of duty
to exemplify the best of New York
- and who are truly Hometown He-
roesin Transit "

Local 100 President John Sam-

DERRICK HENRY

Bus driver, 43, is all in

TIME!

Recognizing city’'s best

uelsen said: “We are thrilled that
the Daily News is standing with us
to recognize the incredibly impor-
tant work done by Transport Work-
ers Union members in the NYC
Transit system.

“The Transport Workers Union
moves millions of New Yorkers ev-
eryday. We are proud of the work
we do, and the extremely hard
work of our members all too often
goes unrecognized. We are pleased
that NYC Transit workers are be-
ing honored for our diligence, and
for our sacrifices.”

pdonohue@nydallynews.com

favor of the recognition: - news of the Awards:
‘ It might moti- ﬁ It's a good idea.
vate people to Other agencies
be more pleasant. - get a lot of praise.
{thinkit'sa ’ i We never ’
good idea. J . getpraise. _)_;/ _
PHOTOS BY CHELSEA STAHL |

. Motorman, 61, also welcomed

Nominate a
= transit worker for a
ometown Hero Award
- Adtdmss nominations to
Ometown Heroes” and send b
emall, letter or fax. Include a hrie,;
description of why a transi twarker
deserves an award along with ref-
evant names, dates, locations any
contact information for the san der,
© Emadt: hometownheroes
@nydailynews.com
° l.eﬂer P.O. Box 5040,
Bowling Green, NY 10274
® Faxz: 212-210-1505

—-

Ban signs,
not cigs,
suit asks

ALBANY - A smokers’
rights group has asked an Al-
bany judge to snuff out signs
that purportedly ban smok-
ingin state parks in the city.

Citizens Lobbying
Against Smoker Harass-
ment (CLASH), a city-based
outfit, filed suit Monday to
have the signs removed be-
cause there is currentlynole-
gal prohibition against
smokingin state parks.

The signs weni up as the
state was rolling out a ban
on puffing in all state parks
in the city, and in designated
areas in state parks else-
where. But in May, state
parks officials put the restric-
tions on hold after CLASH
complained the policy was
enacted without proper
approval from the Legisla-
ture. That argument will
now be madein court.

CLASH founder Audrey
Silk said the signs were an
atternpt to “fool park visi-
tors into thinking that an
unofficial policy has the
force of law " Parks officials
insisted legislative approval
wasn't needed, but conced-
ed a more elaborate review
would take place before
the restrictions could be
enacted Glenn Blain

Leafy keen
at City Hall

MAYOR Bloomberg fan-
cies himself an expert on nu-
tritional choice, so what's
the fave veggie of the big-so-
da-banningbillionaire?

“Steak, 1 always say,” he
joked when asked Monday
ashe announced thatall city
farmers markets will now
take food-stamp-backed
“Health Bucks.”

“No, 1 mean, 1like carrots
and lettuce. Iceberg lettuce
I'm a big fan of. Cucumber
and radishes. 1 like chewy
things. Things you can really
sink your teeth into. 1 snack
onthem all the ime.”

Many think iceberg let-
tuce ign’t really healthy, but
that’s not exactly true, said
certified dietician nutrition-
ist Nancy Copperman, direc-
tor of public health initia-
tives al North Shore LI}
Health Systems.

*There are other dark-
green leafy vegetables that
may have more nutrients,
buticeberg lettuce is not a to-
tal zero,” she said, noting it
has some potassium, beta
carotene, and lutein. But she
said romaine lettuce and
spinach would be better for
the mayor. Erin Duviin
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matches 2004
horror clues

New evidence found at
the site of an Occupy Wall
Street protest could finally
help solve one of the city’s
most notorious murders
— the slaying of Juilliard
student Sarah Fox (right)
in an upper Manhattan
park eight years ago.

P

£
W\

DNA from Fox's CD
player found in Inwood
Hill Park matches genetic
material discovered on a
chain (above) that protest-
ers used at a Broo! sub-
way station to keep the
gates open so people could
get in for free.

'STORY: PAGES 4-




right). Now DNA from a March Oceupy prote 2}

- subway protest

ter was murdered and now has a
family of her own, was careful to
say that relatives do not want to
jeopardize the case by talking
publicly.

“We're not interested in media
attention, we're just interested in
the case being solved,” Washlick
said.

“It’s been eight years — I can't
say in our experience the atten-
tion has helped.”

Cops recovered the chain,
which OWS activists used to keep
gates open on March 28 so people
could enter without paying.

Matching the DNA on the chain
to a suspect won't be easy,
sources said, because the genetic
sample could be from an OWS

activist or anyone who passed
through the gates for a free ride.

Days after the OWS protest, the
NYPD posted videos and photos
of the scene at the Beverly Road
station and other locations, ask-
ing for help in identifying the
vandals.

The OWS activists wore masks,
hoods and gloves, and abandoned
the chains at the subway stations.

Nobody was arrested in the in-
cident.

Fox was just finishing her sec-
ond year at Juilliard and living in
an apartment on Isham street
with her boyfriend and another
male roommate when she van-
ished.

She routinely jogged in Inwood

Hill Park, with her CD player.

Scores of Juilliard classmates
distributed fliers with pictures of
the spiky-haired, petite actress.

Friends and family came by the
busloads from her hometown of
Gibbstown, NJ, to search for her.

One of those groups found
Fox’s body about 120 feet down a
steep hillside in the park.

Local artist and self-proclaimed
psychic Dimitry Sheinman had
long been a top suspect in Fox’s
murder.

Shortly after the body was
found, Sheinman gave cops de-
taits about the crime that hadn’t
been disclosed to the public.

He knew her rib had been bro-
ken, and that a stick had been

placed between her legs.

Sheinman had a history of con-
frontations with runners and oth-
ers in the park, and did jail time at
Rikers for assault.

He recently claimed that he had
spoken to Sarah from beyond the
grave and that the name of her
killer, a music teacher, had come
to him “in a vision.”

Sheinman's wild claims “sad-
dened and hurt” Fox’s family, her
sister said.

“Dimitry Sheinman’s state-
ments that he has communicated
with Sarah — well, he does not
speak for Sarah,” Washlick said.

“The only person that spoke for
Sarah was Sarah. But that liberty
was stolen from her.”

News of the DNA discovery
comes just weeks after Fox’s fam-
ily marked what has become a
bittersweet tradition.

Each year since the murder,
Sarah's family awards scholar-
ships to students at the Southern
New Jersey Academy of the Per-
forming Arts at the Gloucester
County Institute of Technology
— where Sara was a member of
the school’s first graduating class.

“There were donations made in
the beginning, and since then my
mom has kept up with the funds,”
Washlick said.

"She awards the scholarships to
one or two kids who share the
same characteristics as Sarah.”

Jjeane.macintosh@nypost.com
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Break
for rant
teacher

|EXCLUSIVE

By SUSAN EDELMAN

A Brooklyn teacher fired
for posting “repulsive” Face-
book comments suggesting
her misbehavi
students  shoul
drown now faces
only a two-year
suspension with-
out pay.

That’s the
“lesser  penalty”
decided on by De-
partment of Edu-
cation arbitrator
Randi Lowitt, The
Post has learned.

Lowitt first ruled in June
2011 that Christine Rubino,
a veteran teacher at PS 203
in Flatbush, should be fired
for ranting on Facebook,
“I'm thinking the beach
sounds like a wonderful
idea for my 5th graders.
HATE THEIR GUTS! They
are all the devils spawnl”

The comment came a day
after 4 12-year-old Harlem
girl, Nicole Suriel, drowned
on a school trip to a Long
Island beach.

After Rubino appealed
the decision, Manhattan Su-
E:!e;m Court Justice Bir-

Jaffe overturned the
termination as too harsh,

While “offensive” and “re-
pulsive” Jaffe concluded,

=
RUBINO

Rubino’s remarks were
made outside the school
building, after hours, and
were only circulated among
adult Facebook friends.

Jaffe found no evidence
that Rubino meant the kids
any actual harm or that her
outburst “affected her abil-
ity to teach” —
and sent the mat-
ter back to
Lowitt.

Lowitt rejected
the teacher’s re-
quest for back
pay and to return
to her classroom
in the fall. And
she insisted on
the suspension,
citing her finding that Ru-
bino tried to save herself by
getting a friend to claim au-
thorship of the comments.
The friend later admitted
l(zving to probers, but Rubino

enied putting her up to it.

Lowitt ruled in her sec-
ond opinion that Rubino
was guilty not only of con-
duet unbecoming a teacher
but "lyin% and obfuscation.”

“The [suspension] pen-
alty is based on the lie, the
continued lie, and the in-
ability to acknowledge the
lie,” Lowitt wrote,

Rubiino plans to aﬁ:eal,
saying she has “suffered
enough” A two-year sus-
pension without pay comes
to a loss of $150,000.

susan.edeiman@nypost.oom

Bloomberg getting
a fresh ‘ed’ache

A judge yesterday dealt
another blow to Mayor
Bloomberg’s plan to fix 24
failing  public schools by
closing them, replacing half
their staffs and reopening
them with new staffs,

Manhattan reme
Court Judge Joan Lobis de-
nied the city’s request for a
temporary injunction.

“I'm not going to jump in

at this point,” Lobis said.

City attorney Maxwell
Leighton said the arbitra-
tor's ruling, if it stands, will
hurt the mayor's plan to
reform failing schools.

“We would find ourselves
in a position where we
would not be able to give
the schools the ha!%:hey $0
desperately need.” he said.

Josh Saul

o

CLUES: An NYPD delective in 2004

searches for evidence in the staying of Juilliard student Sarah Fox {seen at far

DNA match from B’klyn

By LARRY CELONA, JAMIE SCHRAM,
BETH DeFALCO
and JEANE MacINTOSH

The unsolved murder of a Juilliard
student eight years ago took an in-
credible turn yesterday as investiga-
tors matched DNA from the crime
scene to i sample collected rom an
Occupy Wall Street protest in Brook-
Iy, sources said,

Police matched genetic material
lified from a ‘pink CD player found at
the scene of the 2004 Inwood Hill
Park murder of aspiring actress Sarah
Fox to DNA on a heavy chain left be-
hind by OWS vandals ar the Beverly
Road subway station in East Flatbush
in March, according to law-enforce-
ment sources.

The match was made late Monday
night, one source said.

Fox, a New Jersey native, was just 21
when she disappeared after going for
a run on May 19, 2004,

Her naked, strangled and decom-
posed body was found six days later
in a heavily wooded area of the park,
which runs alongside the Hudson
River.

The CD player — which Fox had at-
tuched at hip when she went out
for her jog — was found during a grid
search for evidence after Fox’s body
was discovered.

The DNA on the chain was found
during a routine test of crime-scenc
evidence, according to a source.

“It’s an important piece of evi-
dence, but it’s a long way from soly-

ing the case,” another source said.

News of the DNA find was me
with guarded optimism by Fox'
family.

“We have always been confider
the prosecutor’s office will invest
gate all new evidence and will infort
us when there's sufficient evidence 1
Jead to an arrest,” Fox’s sister, Sama
tha Washlick, told The Post.

“It seems to me this could be ¢
many people” referring to the nun
ber of persons the OWS sample cou
have come from.

“Until we hear something from tt
prosecutor’s office, we don't p
much significance in something th
hasn't been substantiated by prosec
tors.”

Washlick, who was 25 when her si
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KENNETH BRYNIEN: Cuomo
‘holding members hostage.’

members have received layoff notices

on the same day PEF’s contract team

i8 meeting with the state in an at-

tempt to reach an agreement. PEF

will not be bullied into making unnec-
concessions.”

Ms. Wells said PEF has not received
information on the layoffs from the
state. But details of the layoffs are be-
ing leaked to the Albany Times Union.
The newspaper has posted lists of
thousands of targeted job titles on its
website. The lists have contributed to
increasing anxiety among members,

(Continued on Page 7)
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CHRIS CHRISTIE: Building
a name beating up unions.

CHARLES WOWEANECH:
‘Paying for Wall St, misdeeds.”
promises Mr. Christie had made dur-
ing his eampaign in 2009 to preserys
their pensions.
Mr. Christie has been openly hostile

Fire Unions: Tried Wrong People
‘Deutsche’ Final Score: 2

Dead, None Accountable

By FLORA FAIR

With all four defendants found not
Sujlty of mmwlau{;wr cha in the

eutsche Bank building fire that
killed two Firefighters in 2007, the
fire unions last week demanded that
prosecutors go after government offi-
cials whose negligence they say
helped spur the blaze.

e Manhattan District Attorney’s
Office considers the case closed. The
unions, however, arﬁe that the true
culprits have yet to be indicted.

e criminal case ended last week
when the last two defendants—an
abatement supervisor and his em-
ployer, the John Galt Corporation—
were acquitted of manslaughter
charges by State Supreme Court Jus-
tice Rena Uviller. A jury had earlier
found two other supervisors not guilty
of manslaughter, criminally negFi\;ent
homicide and reckless endangerment.
The only conviction was for a reckless-

| endangennent misdemeanor against
Joha Galt.

Case Hinged on Standpipe

The charges stemmed from a mas-
sive blaze that broke out Aug. 18,
2007 in the condemned Deutsche
Bank tower, engulfing it in thick
smoke that overcame Firefighters
Robert Beddia and Joseph Graffagni-
no as they tried to retreat. Both men
perished in the fire. Prosecutors had
argued that the men in charge of
abatement and deconstruction at the
gil::ﬁ knew thﬁ significance of the

ilding’s standpipe, yet chose to par-
tially dismantle it in an effort to save
time. This led to a partial collapse of
the pipe, and Firefighters were un-
able as a result to get water on the
deadly fire.

In a July 7 letter to Manhattan DA
Cyrus R. Vance, Uniformed Fire Offi-
cers Association President Alexander

ALEXANDER HAGAN:
Points finger at LMDC.

Hagan asked that evidence in the
case be revisited—specifically, an Au-
st 2007 warning to the Lower Man-
attan Dovelopment Corporation
from ita construction consultant URS,
which called the building “an accident
waiting to happen” and said that
Bovis should not be trusted to ensure
the building’s safety.

The Uniformed Firefighters Associ-
ation struck a similar tone, with Pres-
ident Steve Cassidy saying, "The ver-
dict confirme our long-held belief that
the wrong people were on trial”

A Dead Issue?

At this point, only the unions are
talking. The Fire Department had no
comment on the case; the DA's Office
8aid that it considered the case closed
and would no longer be commenting

(Continued on Page 10)

Money Bolsters Treatment

Zadroga Funding a Shot In
Arm for Post-9/11 Victims

By FLORA FAIR

For Ken Georgs, like 50 many 9/11
m%ondam. the road from the pile of
rubble &t Ground Zero to the treat-
ment centers of the World Trade Cen-
ter Health Program has been long and
brutal, :

Mr. George was a Highway De;
ment worker when he was called into
search-and-rescue efforts at Ground
Zero on. the evening of Sepf. 11. At
first, he helped carry body parts to e
makeshift morgue, and then assisted
in cleaning up debris &t the site. He
said the air, filled with ash, looked
like an early snow.

‘Green Smoke Took Air Away’

“When I was on the pile on Sept. 11....
they moved some debris and this green
smoke came out of the ground and it
g oW e e

t be T em respon-
diers nearhy were Mmcl{ 'Evpm-
h.;iuy;lfnt the same cough, y
up with the aame diseases.”
Mr. Gmg: lufgad about T80 hours
at Ground Zero. [n November 2001, his
doctor told him that he had sasthma and
bronchitis. “I had a physical every

ANTHONY FLAMMIA: Thought
he was ‘just stowing down.'
has been invaluable. In fact, without

it, he'd be paying $250 for just one of
;:is pmua.i‘ript:m. “These gaople real-
y care.” he said. *They t to get m

madicines here on t.|.|:|mﬁ’F ;
_ Mo also said his treatment for PTSD

Walk-In Exams Held
Five Days a Week;
Hourly Wage $35

Need High Schoo! or Assoc.
Diploma as Well As
Work Experience

The city is giving a walk-in civil-
service test five times a w this
month for the position of Sewage
Treatment Worker. The filing fee
$86. No pre-registration is necesaary.

The mnimum salary is $34.97 per
hour for a 40-hour wesk.

Test Schedule

The test is given at the citys two
computerized-tasting centers, at 2
Lafayette St., 17th floor in Menhattan
and at 210 Joralemon St., 4th floor, in
Brooklyn. It is scheduled for Tuesdays

(Continued on Page 15)

I'WU Bus Operator
Advocate Pressing

For Safety Shields

By FLORA FAIR

Several serious bus malfunctions in
May that highlighted ongoing main-
Llenance Ipﬂ:u lems and the brutal
beating ol a Bus rator last month
thrust driver safety to the top of
Transport Workers Union Local 100°s
priority list.

‘Aggressively Seek Remedy’

The union’s Manhattan end Bronx
Surface Transit rating Authority
Divigion I chair, Frank Austin, was

recently tapped to head its Bus Oper-
ator Action Committee, with a man-
date from Local 100 President John
Samuelsen to “aggressively pursue a

(Continued on Page 8)

FRANK AUSTIN: ?x:edin'
timeframe for ahie

INSIDE

WidowfCop Who Kl
Himself Appeals Ruling
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Bus Operators Who
Balked Over Safety

Issues Back on Job

By FLORA FAIR

Three Queens Bus Operators re-
moved from work after refusing to
drive buses they said were unsafe
have been reinstated following a me-
diation betwesn Transport kers
Union Local 100 and the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority.

Four Bus Operators, all members of
Local 103, reﬁxﬁc;%;o drlveMa ;)&li_eill at the
College Point t May ollowing
a surprise inspection by union officials
that turned up safety violations on 90
buses at the t in Queens.

Arbitrator Howard Edelman or-
dered that three of the drivers be al-
lowed to return to work June 24. The
fourth driver, a probationary employ-
ee, was initially fired but had alrea
returned to work after a negotiaied
settlement the week before,

Will List ‘Disabling’ Defects

The arbitration agreement also in-
cludes the development of a com
hensive list of all safety defects that
would deem a bus unfit for service.
Both the union and the MTA must
agree on the list, which would go be-
gond the 19-A state regulations for

us safety.

The surprige inspection followed
several gafety prob) in May, in-
cluding a bus wheel that flew off and
nearly hit a woman and her baby.
Around the same time, two buses
caught fire—one while it was in sery-
ice, Though no one wag injured, the in-
cidents sparked coneern.

The union smid bus maintenance
has worsened, and that its members’
refusals were in accordance with
state law. Local 100 President John
Samuelsen and other union officials

ed the drivers’ case during the
arﬁitration. He said the MTA
that there are a substantial number
of reasons to hold & bus out of passen-
ger service, adding that the local will
continue to perform unannounced
safety inspections.

Bus Safety Shields

(Continued from Page 1)

remedy” o problems with Bus Oper-
alor safety.

Mr. Austin replaced Secretary-
Treasurer Ear] Philliﬁ who was bal-
ancing the chairmanship with his du-
ties as Local 100's chief financial offi-
cer. His first act as chair is to ensure
that all MTA buses are equipped with
safety shields, which union officials
beliave would have protecied driver
Marlene Bisn-Aime from being re-

tedly punched and then pulled
rom hier bus when a 17-vear-old girl
attacked her last month.

Mr. Samuelsen, who chose Mr.
Austin as BOAC chair, said drivers are
attacked severnl times o week, "My re-
:;funﬂihility right now s to make sure

ws Operators are not hit or spit on,”
Mr. Anstin said, colling the new parti-
tionk “a start in the right direction.”

‘There are 11 different versions of
MTA city buses, and Mr. Austin said
they’re looking for a product that

roperly fits of them, “The time-

ame has been accelerated and I'm
doing this at a very steady pace with
the cooperation of New York City
Transit,” he said.

The first prototype of the new bar-
rier went out on buses from the Gun
Hill and 126th Street depots on Mon-
dany. So far, there’s only one bus from
each depot with the barrier, *“They're
ordering a bunch more onee we give
them the approval” for the prototype,

Claim Process Improper

Custodians Suing DOE

Over Contract Violation

By DAVID SIMS

tional Union of M%
nion ting

Local 891 President Robert Troeller is

charging in a lawsuit,

f‘nTh'a m.qhudim; 0\.6.:10&1 is aulngt DtEaEt.
r violating a agreemen

nullified custodial confracts with the

companies Johnson Controls and

Temco Services Industries and re-

quired the agency to competitively bid

?uny such outsourcing work in the
ture.

Booted Company Rebooted
Whil for Proposals was
issued i:%er e ag'rs;mant, with the

confract going fo a company called
Control Building Services, that com-
any lost the deal within a year, Mr.
eller said in a phone interview.
“DOE took those schools and gave
those assignments to Temco and
Johnson,” he said. After several rene-
gotiations, Temco i8 now in sole pos-
session of the contracts ng:un. d te
never wi.u:!Mllz.in a compefitive biddi

“It seems like they tiate these
terms at will, whenever feel like
it, and they never give another com-
pax? an opportunity to bid on it,” he
said. “Temco didn’t even win the 2004
RFP. Prior to that, the last bidding
[DOE] did was in 1994.°

Assistant C tion Counsel An-

Sllon vyt a8 aie ey, 0
are e Papers now.
The DOE issued a pﬁd}v advertised
competitive request for Is in
2003 and in November entared
into the contract that is currently at
issue in this Hhﬁt:m That contract,

i Nl b ol i i el
vices, Was ass on -
¢o Service Industries with the consent
of t.he.DOE in 2007, and is still in
effect.

Mr. Troeller’s union re ts the
majority of Custodial ineers in
the city's schools, The DOE has ex-
panded outso of those jobs in
recent , with co now operat-
ing in dozens of schools.

Cited In-House Misdeeds

In its 2004 mggnnse to the suit
brought by Local 891, the city argued
that 86 Custodian Engineers had
been charged in the previous two
years with criminal or inistrative
misconduct, and that private con-

ROBERT TROELLER: DOE
makes up its own rules,

tracts were required to help improve
the system.

But Justice Faviola Soto ruled the
deals the city had with Temco and
Johnson null and void, saying the Cus-
t:;iéal Enf;ir;aﬁr jobs were not special-
i eno to require private con-

t lacked competitive bidding,

Mr. Troeller said that his union had
felt the DOE had never obeyed the law
in its custodian contracting since then,
but could not take legal action because
of the agreament it made with the city.

“We were able to negotiate an
agreement with them that covered
the terms of how they could contract
outlat.hese I.:ilt:bs," he said. 'Nclyiw DOE is
violatin o agreament and is giving
oul buildings outside of that agree-
ment. .. but we believe they've been in
violution of the law all along”

‘Have to Follow Procurement Law’

Now that Local 891 members are
losing their positions in schools, the
union has re-opened the case. Mr,
Troaller predicted that DOE would
claim that it is exempl from city reg-
ulations, as it has in previous cases,
including prevailing-wage decisions
by the City Comptroller.

“They claim to be nma{lon] agen-
cy, except in the case of following the
rules of the city and being in compli-
ance with the Comptroller,” he said.
“Butl [Justice Soto] found thal even
though the State Education Deparl-
ment gives certain procurement
rights to the Chancelior...they still
had to follow procurement law,

Correction Dept. Faulted
Union: Westchester Resists
Awards from Arbitrators

By MARK TOOR

The Westchester County Depart-
ment of Correction is resisting arbi-
tration awards and forcing the coun-
ty Correction Officers’ Bénevolent As-
sociation into court to enforce them,
according to an attorney for the
union.

for the department &?&m
or to

any arbitration " the atior-
ney, Mercedes of Koehler

donado
and Isancs, said in an interview last

X Aetna

Smarter is
with a sen
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The Issue: Whether MTA workers and executives are equally shouldering the organization's cost-cutting

L

I'm a firm believer in shared sacrifice, but unions, especially public-sector unions, get away with murder (“Time for Labor
To Sacrifice,” Joseph J. Lhota, PostOpinion, June 19).

Yet the nonunion workers Lhota uses in his straw argument are mostly executives and political appointees who make
enough money to hold the line for a few years. Executives and political employees do little to no work and are overpaid.
Once the MTA has less than 20 VPs, we can begin to talk about “sacrifice.”

C. Honadel
Staten Island

*hk

“Time for Labor to Sacrifice” claims the MTA is “leaner,” as Lhota extols “aggressive cost-cutting” and no raises since 2008
for its bloated management core.

Lhota's “no raise” claim doesn’t stand up to a close analysis.

Some top managers have, in fact, made substantially more over the last few years, even as their "base pay” remains the
same — 3,760 MTA employees, most of them managers, earned in excess of $100,000 in 2010.

Yet transit workers, the people who operate the system, make a base rate of $53,000 to $65,000.

The MTA's own budget projections show that labor costs drop from 67 percent of the budget in 2004 to only 56 percent in
2015, while debt service jacks up from 11 percent in 2004 to 19 percent in 2015 — an incredible $2.75 billion a year in
interest payments to banks and Wall Street.

John Samuelsen
President

TWU Local 100
Manhattan
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MTA puts pressure on union workers to accept
givebacks or wage freezes in order to balance its
budget

Local 100 President John Samuelsen says union won't accept a wage freeze. MTA says three-year
freeze would generate $307 million a year by 2015

BY PETE DONOHUE / NEW YORK DAILY NEWS
WEDNESDAY, JULY 25, 2012, 9:53 PM

JEFFERSON SIEGEL FOR NEW YORK DALY NEWS
Local 100 President John Samuelsen says the union won't accept MTA's proposed wage freeze.

The MTA is ratcheting up the pressure for union workers to accept givebacks — or wage freezes — to help
balance its budget.

Unveiling its latest four-year financial plan, Metropolitan Transportation Authority executives Wednesday said
that the sacrifice it seeks from workers pales in comparison to what it is imposing on riders and drivers

The MTA envisions riders and drivers contributing nearly $900 million more annually by 2015 with fare and toll
hikes; one increase in March and another two years later.

A three-year wage freeze would generate annual savings of $307 miillion a year by 2015.

“We're prepared to give raises as long as they are paid for through work rule changes or health care
contributions,” MTA Chief Financial Officer Robert Foran said during a presentation to the authority’s board

Local 100 President John Samuelsen said he's not accepting a wage freeze.

“It's just not happening,” he said.

He claimed the state's revision of the tax rates last year amounted to a big break for the wealthy, making it
unjustifiable to ask either riders or transit workers to pay more or give contract concessions

pdonohue@nydailynews.com

FROM NYDAILYNEWS.COM FROM AROUND THE WEB
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MTA Puts Union on Spot Over Budget

By TED MANN

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority is in uncommon territory: It's looking to finish the
budget year with a surplus.

But the MTA wants riders to know that all that good news—and perhaps even the restorations of
bus routes announced to fanfare last week—is hanging in the balance of its continuing labor talks.

As MTA Chief Financial Officer Robert Foran presented

m%mm e T the agency's July Financial Plan to the board of
s Wl s G directors on Wednesday, he returned repeatedly to a
i — key assumption buried in the agency's budget: It
JR—— o assumes hundreds of millions of dollars will be wrung
+ B b I from its unionized work force to keep the budget in
-1 h b 1 | balance.
15 ! b " ..
p% E | MTA has demanded three "net-zero" years in its
! H_ R negotiations with Transport Workers Union Local 100,
——— PRORKTED DEFKTT ——— which represents 35,000 of the agency's workers. The
B S B 22 g MTA has asked the union to either forgo raises for three
S W Motut B G Tl i years, or to balance any wage increases with work-rule

changes or increased payments for benefits such as
health care, Mr. Foran said.

While both MTA Chairman Joseph Lhota and Local 100 President John Samuelsen have said they
will avoid discussing details of the negotiations in the press, Wednesday's announcement
nonetheless represented an opportunity for the agency to ratchet up the pressure on the union to
agree to its wage demands. The MTA's "fragile" budget will fall apart otherwise, Mr. Lhota said.

"I rank it as my highest risk,” Mr. Lhota told reporters,
referring to the assumption that the MTA will get the
labor concessions it's seeking. Getting the three
net-zero years would save the agency $146 million in
2012. The annually recurring savings from those concessions would ultimately reach $307
million, according to the MTA's figures.

Earlier
MTA Readies Bus Revival

Union leaders insist they won't agree to the MTA's demands, and contrast the demand for
concessions with tax policies they say have favored the affluent. "Why should transit workers even

10of2 2/28/2013 12:31 PM
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entertain the thought of eating three zeroes over the life of a contract when at the highest levels of
New York state, the signal was sent that rich people get treated differently?" Mr. Samuelsen said
in an interview.

TWU pointed to its own study which showed that debt service was projected to rise as a share of
the MTA's expenses between 2004 and 2015, to an estimated 19% from 11%. Over the same time
period, using figures from the MTA's February budget estimate, labor expenses were projected to
fall as a share of total spending, to 56% from 67% , the TWU analysis states.

Meanwhile, other threats remain to the MTA's finances, officials said. The MTA will try to save
$31 million through new "efficiencies" in its Paratransit program, and the 2013 budget calls for
$30 million in additional, unspecified cost savings. The agency assumes rising returns from
real-estate taxes, and is vulnerable to a possible rise in interest rates that would hammer its debt
service.

"Their long-term problems aren't that much different than they were during the crisis,” said
Nicole Gelinas of the Manhattan Institute.

The agency also will increase fares and tolls in March 2013, raising an annualized $450 million,
and again in 2015.

The tone was relatively light Wednesday, however, and Mr. Lhota joked that he had helped ensure
state lawmakers got to take credit for the brightest news in the new plan—the $29.5 million in
service restorations.

"And they should," board member Ira Greenberg replied, "and when the budget starts next year,
they should take responsibility for making sure we're well-funded."

Write to Ted Mann at ted. mann@wsj.com

Copyright 2012 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All Rights Reserved
This copy is for your personal, non-commercial use only. Distribution and use of this material are governed by our Subscriber Agreement and by
copyright law. For non-personal use or to order multiple copies, please contact Dow Jones Reprirtts at 1-800-843-0008 or visit
www.djreprints.com
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Board of Elections To
Embrace Technology,
Forsake Hand-Counts

Fiasco in Rangel’s District,
Sharp Criticism Spur
Electronic Conversion

By SARAH DORSEY
The city Board of Elections July 17
voted unanimously to abandon the
election-night initial hand-tallying of
voles that led W a serious miscount
on primary night, a system Mayor
Bloomberg called "about as corrupt-
ible. .. a8 anybody conld design,”
Gwendolyn Youngblood, president
of Communication Workers of Ameri-
ca Local 1183, had also labeled the pa-
r count “cumbersome” and prone to
uman error and called for an elec-
tronic method earlier this month.

Relying on Computers Now

Data will now be downloaded from
electronic voling machines onto mem-
ory sticks and taken to police precineta
1o be uploaded and reported to the me-
din. This system has ﬂe«m possible for
two years, since the city scrapped the
old lever-operated machines, and is
used in the rest of the state.

Instead, poll workers until now
printed out paper tallies, cut them
iito districts, and added them by
hand, giving those results to civilian
workers who typed them into police
computers, This method will stil] be
used us a back-up,

The hand-tallies, which have bean
under fire as slow and prone to inac-
curacies, became & target again June
26 after more than 15 percent of elec-
tion districts initially recoro.d no
votes in the primary race between

(Continued on Page 7)

Cites Service Restorations

I'WU: Healthier MTA Can
Also Afford Worker Hikes

By SARAH DORSEY
Even as he applauded the Matro-
politan Transportation Authority’s
decision to restore or nd ce
on pearly 40 bus, subway and rail
lines, Transport Workers Union Local
100 President John S | said
those additions prove that the agency
can afford to give employees raises

under pending wage contracts,

“They have enpugh money to pay for
both. T‘fwy aimpl;g‘q;." Mr. gmuﬂmm
said, citing as proof arbitrator George
Nicolau's decision in May to grant 11-
percent wage increases Lo bus person-
nel in Staten Island and Queens rep-
resented by Locals 726 and 1056 of the
Amalgamated Transit Union,

Pressure on Lhota From Above

Those awards, however, concerned
three-year contracts that were retro-
active to early 2009, rather than coin-
ciding with the contract term for Lo-
cal 100 that would be retroactive to
dJan. 16 of this year. MTA Chairman
Joseph J. Lhota has insisted no mon-
ey ie available for wage hikes, and he
is known to be under pressure from
Governor Cuomo to hnrrl the line af-
fer the two largest state-employee
unions agreed to three-year wage
freezes at the start of longer deals in
order to avoid thousands of layofis.

In addition to announcing improve-
ments two years after service through-
out the transit dystem was cut by his
predecessor, Mr. Lhota said that a fare
increase scheduled to take effect next
year may be delayed by two months.

JOSEPH LHOTA: Very
pleased by new service.

Service will be added in areas the
agency considers underserved, includ-
ing Red Hook, Brooklyn, whose resi-
dents juined with Transport Workers
Union Local 100 last month to demand
better access to transportation after
the B77 bus line was cut in 2010. Mr.
Lhota said that revenue from in-
creased ridership and aggresaive cost-
cutting made the restorations possible.

LIRR, Metro North as Well

Bus service will be beefed up along
the west side of Manhattan, in Hunts

(Continued on Page 14)

Pensions, Health Care At Issue

Key City

Unions Rally For

Locked-Out Con Ed Staff

By SARAH DORSEY

Public-sector workers, includi
many Transport Warkers Union Luc.ﬁ
100 members, showed their support
for 8,500 locked-out Con Edison em-

loyees July 17 at a Union Square ral-
[:;whmt.hs heads of the local
transit and fire officers' unions also
p]eg‘ged their allegiance.

nninoh e anniverhs aneanisad Tako

Federation of Teachers and Profes-
sional Congress-CUNY. Sevaral
eleoted officials also spoke before the
rally, including Manhattan Borough
President Scott Stringer and City
Camptroller John C. Liu,

Con Edison locked out Utility Work-
ers Union of America Local 1-2 mem-
bers around 2 a.m. on July 1, shortly

1,
aftar thair canteant m“i-—! Ml b ot

SUNY UNDER THREAT: Members of United Unj
Emhaswd outside State University of New York

enter on July 16 against a financial

sAYS

1,000 Jobs At Risk

-restructuring

will Iny off as many as 1,000 workers. UUP
Chair Rowenn Blackman-Stroud (hol
while SUNY officials met with state |

megaph
tors on

UUP Leads Protest
Possible Downstate

By DAVID SIMS

A restructuring ?lan at State Uni-
versity of New York’s Downstate Med-
ical Center in Brooklyn could lead to
the dismissal of as many as 1,000
workers, with United University Pro-
fessions July 16 leading & protest out-
side the building as 8 Changel-
lor Nancy Zimpher and Board of
Trustees Chairman H. Carl McCall
met with lawmakers on the cuts.

Troubles for Brooklyn
“From the conversations that we've
had with the administration as well

L ovtny A

“This will hav
the economy o
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I'WU: Money for Raises

(Continued from Page 1)

Point in The Bronx, and along the
northern Brooklyn waterfront. The
Long Island Rail Road and Metro
North will also add extra off-peak
trains, The temporary extension of
the G-line to Church Ave. in Brooklyn
will be made permanent—another
move Local 100 officials and residents
have pushed for in recent months.

“Not a day goes by that [ don't think
about how to improve both the quali-
ty and quantity of service for our rid-
ers, and I'm pleased that these invest-
ments will make a difference in the
lives of our customers,” Mr. Lhota
said.

‘Organizing Paying Off Now’

“We're extremely pleased about the
service restorations.” Mr. Samuelsen
said. “[Our] organizing of transit rid-
ers...is actually paying off now. These
are the dividends. We were at the
MTA board meeting lasi month
standing side by side with the work-
ing communities that rely so heavily
on traneit service, and that is a pow-
erful alliance.”

MTA officiale estimate the service
restorations will cost about $29 mil-
lion per year to maintain. Mr. Lhota
described the agency’s financial con-
dition as “still fragile,” though things
appear to be looking up: in its most-
recent monthly report, the MTA's
budget was $90 million above what
was projected in February. Fare hikes
originally scheduled to take place
Jan. 1. 2013, which Mr. Lhota said
may now be pushed back two months,
are expected to raise $450 million
annually.

The agency has cited lower-than-
expected tax and fare revenues in pro-
posing zero wage increases in Local
100's 2012-2015 contract. When asked
if the agency should have looked to
pay its workers before restoring serv-
ice, Mr. Samuelsen said, “We don't
view them as mutually exelugive.
We're not going to gat into the debate
about which should come first.”

_

JOHN SAMUELSEN: Union
is pleased as well.

Mr. Nicolau had chided the agency
for not trying to iate its way out
of higher-than-market interest rates
it's paying on billions of doliars in debt.

“ﬁut’s something that they've been
reluctant to do,” said Mr. Samuelsen.
“But they weren't reluctant to cut
transit service [in 2010] arnd they’re
even less reluctant to try to ram zeros
down the throats of transit workers.”

‘There's Always More Money’

“It’s the Id story of the MTA,"
he added. ‘Eﬁ:m‘s always more mon-
ey than they say there 15. The MTA's
position thal we should make signifi-
cant concessions is not an economic
position: it’s a political position.”

MTA spokesman Adam Lisberg dis-
puted the labor leader’s assertions.

“The arbitrator’s decision is talking
about theoretical dollars, not dollars
we have at hand right now” be said.
“T'here iz not a pool of money sitting
thers," and any money the arbitration

anel thought was available was
‘somew etween theoretical, hy-
pothetical and purely speculative. You
cannot budget with that.

“Our budget is in balance right now
because of aggressive cost-cutting, be-
cauke of a seres of regular but relative-
ly-small fure increases, and because we
assume that labor cost increases will
remain at net zero,” he added.

JOE BIDEN: Democrats will
protect benefits.

Praise for Medicare
(Continued from Page 4)

it will eventually face o shortfall.
Some Congressional Republicans
have suggested thut we should ad-
dress this shortfall entirely through
deep benefit cuts that could cost & typ-
ical senior hundreds of dollars every
month. We believe that Sacial Sacu-
rity can be preserved for future gen-
erations without slashing benefits
and we will any aeflorts o pri-

tendy the life of Medicare by aight yoars
by taking smart steps like cum waste
and fraud and creating incentives to cut
down on hospital readmissions, These
steps will save seniors in traditional
Medicare an average of $160 on pre-
miume and copays in 2012 alone.”

STEVE CASSIDY: Agree-
ment required bargaining.

Court: City Has Right
1o Cut 5th Firefighter

(Continued from Page 4)

at busy com :

bers to knock oul fires more quickly
and safaly. With the extra hands, they
said, a company ean run o hose-line up
:1 prmmle‘d31 mrlllds r] ?rl;fsgh

5O i additional Firefighters
o fill in when members of ladder com-
panies were sick or injured.

The city countered that most fire
companies have operated safely with
Just four Firefighters per tour, and
that safety equipment and procedures
have improved over the years, making
the extra person even less necessary.

City Cites ‘Flexibility’

“We are pleased the court agreed
with the BE'B and the city that the
FDNY ia not required to negotiate pri-
or to adj its staffing levels”
Willinm , Senijor of

the Law D?:mmnt's Liabor and Em-
ﬂnymcnt w Divigion, said, “This
ind of flexibility enables the FDNY
to maintain the highest level of serv-
ice p ing New Yorkars and mem-
t:rrs of the ir%lsmwhﬂe also
uEmm:hn,g ublic "

UFA t Steve Cassidy said,
“The plain language of the Roster
Staffing ment clearly obligates
the city to lﬂﬂh with the UFA pri-
or to any staffing reduction and not
allow for the unilateral elimination of
the fifth Firefighter in 60 of the
busiest engine companies in the city.
We maintain that the court commit-
ted a reversible error.”

Attorneys familiar with the case
said that to overturn the board’s rul-
ing, the unions would have had to
meet a difficull legal standard, prov-
ing the decision was “arbitrary and
eapricious.”

court would have had to find
that the board “made their decision
outside the bounds of law; outside the
bounds of rational legal thought,” one
attorney said. “It's pretty hard to
overcome that.”

Nespoli’s Outspc

(Continued from Page &)

was driving ap older truck with a
black seatbelt, which is harder to see
against a dark-green uniform,” Mr.
Servidor said.

The complaint was appealed through
the Sanitation Department to the
Office of Administrative Triale and
Heuri which found in the steward’s
favar. However, OATH's findings are

I so Samtation
Comrmissioner John J. Doherty sus-
pended the worker for five days “just
because he can...The union should
have appealed, but did nothing.”

The department uses a progressive-
discipline system under which the
first complaint in a year results in a
reprimand, the second in loss of a
day's pay, and further complaints re-
sult in the loss of two, three and more
days’ pay.

Supervisors can give workers com-
plaints for such things as an unemp-
tied can, although the can may have
been put out late or new garbage may
have been placed inside it after it was
emptied, Mr. Servidor said. Other
workers have received complaints for
not returning from 15-minute coffee
breaks fast enough, although there is
nothing in the contract saying how
much time they have to return from
pre-set break locations to wherever
the truck is d, he said.

Of the union’s leadership, he said,
“It doesn’t cost them anything out of
pocket, so they don't care”

Nespoli: Work It Out In-House

Mr. Nespoli said that at one time,
every disciplinary complaint went to
OATH, and the union worked out a
system with Sanitation in which com-
plaints would be heard within the de-
f)a.rtmem. and workers would receive
ighter penalties. He said that Mr.
Servidor, alone among the business
agents, brought all his cases directly
to OATH. “He sent over 300 members’
complaints downtown,” Mr. Nespoli
said. “The other business agents are
more than happy with the way the
system works,

He blamed Mr. Servidor for not
making the union aware of the stew-
ard’s case, which he said he was still
trying to confirm last week.

Mr. Servidor said the disciplinary
system 15 unfair, adding, “I don't want
to be part of that circus”

On health issues, Mr. Servidor said
thit the department forces people on
light duty back to work by assigning
them to jobs outside their regular
hours and boroughs, jeopardizing
child-care and other domestic
arrangements. Once they come back
to work, he said, "supervisors tel
therm, ‘do your physical therapy on
your own time.™ He added, *If vou go
out on light duty and can't handle [the
assignment] they tell you to go sick,
which messes up your sick record. But
sick time is part of your evaluation.”

Mr. Nespoli said light-duty assign-
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I'm applying for an

MCU Auto Loan today...

...because he’s never driving my car.
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Nominate 2
transit worker for 2
Hero Award

ress nominationsto
“Hun::tt:)wnHernes" and send b:f
amail, letter or fax. In:llud_e a bdket
description of why & transit wor ]'
desarves an award along withrel ¥
evant names, dates, locations a;ar
contact information tor the sender.

» Email: hometownheries

@nydailynews.com
e + .0, Box 5040,
Bowling Green, NY 10274
o Fax: 212-210-1505

PHOTD BY DANNY JUDUCH

1-877-1CS-252¢

info@icsny.org

www.icsny.org
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™,

BY PETE DONOHUE
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS

1P YOU'RE going to spend $75 mil-

4 lion fixing up the joint, you definitely

'want someone like John Perez taking

. careofit.

Perez is a subway-station cleaner
whoactuallylovesto clean.

Al5 a.m. Wednesday, Perez swept
the downtown platform at the Dyck-
man St station on the No. 1 line from
end to end with quiet enthusiasm.
Thenhe did it again

‘While most of the city slept, Perez
polished the tumstiles as if buffing a
cherished car. He even scrubbed the
outside steps leading to the station en-
trance at the intersection of Dyck-
man, Nagel Avenue and Hillside Ave-
nue.

“He goes the extra mile all the
tirme,” Transport Workers Union Lo-
cal 100 officer Paul Piazza said.
Cleaners work off a list of
scheduled tasks so that jobs
are done at correct intervals.

But Perez, 52, doesn’t wait.

AR. C

“He does everything every day,”
said Piazza  He even dusts hard-to-
reach light fixtures, even though he’s
notrequiredto.

“I like what 1 do,” Perez said. “1
take pride in my. stations. They feel
like mysecond home.”

It's a generully thankless job with

ceaseless waves of riders @) other stations." said Phyllis
and trash But for his Y}‘H = N@ Marrero, 28, a recep-
midciontes, o QL et
an has been nominat- ; tions have a lot of
ed fora Hometown He- 7 wrappers, bottles, ev-
roes in Transit Award erything just thrown

It's a tip of the hat to
transit workers deserv-
ing of recognition for ex-
traordinary deeds or ses-
vice.

The Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority is in the final stages of
a tolal overhaul of the Dyckman St
station, part of a $75 million project
thatalso includes fixing up, to a lesser
degree, five other Broadway line sta-
tons.

E
_._¢_._;_r

ymetown Hero nod

N

(5

Perez, whoissingleand livesinthe
Bronx, has always worked the over-
night shift, from 11 p.m to 7 a.m. For
the majority of that time, he's cared
for the same stops on the Broadway
line: Dyckman, 225th, 215th and
207th Sts.

“I's very clesn, compared o

around. He does are-
allygoodjob.”

As more and more
commuters started toen-
ter the Dyckman St station
as the Wednesday momning rush was
beginning, Perez headed home to his
apartment He was going to watich
some television, get some sleep and
havedinner

Then he’ll probably tidy upa bit.
i hue@mycail oom

i

How will you keep
the services you need?

At Independence Care System,
a nonprofit Medicaid managed
long-term care plan, we work
with you to coordinate the
home care, health care and
social services you need to live
at home.

Independence, your way.

Independence
are system
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10 busted in signal-inspect fraud

By ANTONIO ANTENUCCI
and BETH DEFALCO

Ten MTA workers — including
two supervisors — have been ar-
rested in a long-running fraud
case for recklessly falsifying
track-signal safety records to
make it appear they completed
inspections when they didn't, au-
thorities said yesterday.

“Failing to properly inspect the
subway system can lead to de-
lays in service and, potentally,
endanger the safety of subway
riders,” said Manhattan District
Attorney Cyrus Vance Jr. in an-
nouncing the busts.

Eight TWU Local workers
were indicted for allegedly tam-

pering with public records, a fel-
ony. Their two immediate super-
visors — members of the Sub-
way Surface Association — were
also charged in the scandal.

The raps against the bosses in-
clude record tampering and offi-
cial misconduct, a misdemeanor,
for knowingly entering falsified
logs into the computerized system.

The supervisors pleaded guilty
to official misconduct.

Authorities said that instead of
scanning bar codes located on
subway equipment to show they
had gone out to inspect it, work-
ers merely scanned copies of the
bar codes, which were kept in a
log book.

The book was allegedty found

by authorities in the locker of
maintenance worker Anthony
Pellegrino, 29, of Maspeth, L1.

A union lawyer for six mainte-
nance workers arraigned yester-
day tried to justify the conduct
by saying the men never made
any money off faking the inspec-
tions and were “scapegoats” for
upper management.

“They were ordered to meet
quotas that some may describe
as impossible,” said the lawyer,

Schwartz.

Arthur Z.

Union officials, meanwhile,
cried foul that only their workers
were targeted.

“No senior managers or Tran-
sit Authority executives have
been targeted — only hourly sig-

nal maintainers who were
damned if they did and damned
if they didn’t,” TWU officials
said in a joint statement.

The DA's office said the inves-
tigation looked into whether
there was systemic wrongdoing
or a condoning of inspection-log
fraud at the MTA or New York
City Transit and found none.

MTA inspector-general reports
in 2000, 2005 and 2010 explained
that faulty red /yellow/green sig-
nals could put riders in danger.

MTA New York City Transit
President Thomas Prendergast
said additional auditing mea-
sures and inspection staff have
been added.

bdefaico@nypost.com

Punchy pol gave guy ‘nose job’ in ’89 bar brawl

ALBANY — An insurgent Dem-
ocrat who could help tip the state
Sepate’s balance of power once
broke a man's nose in a bar fight.

‘Witnesses told cops at the time
that Albany County legislator,
Shawn Morse, then 22 years old,
also hurled an obscenity at a bar
waitress and falsely claimed he

was a cop in the 1989 brawl near
Albany.

Morse's campaign spokesman,
Doug Forand, denied that the can-
didate, a firefighter challenging
longtime Sen. Neil Breslin (D-Al-
bany) for the Democratic nod,
ever uttered the insult or claimed
police-officer status in the 4:30

a.m. incident — for which Morse
was convicted of assault.

Morse is backed by the four-
member Independent Democratic
Conference headed by Sen. Jeff
Klein of The Bronx.

Republicans currently have a
33-29 hold on the Senate. But il the
Democrats gain control — aided

by a Morse win — Klein and the
IDC would be in position next
year as potentia) kingmakers.

Forand said the victim of
Morse’s  assault, Christopher
Daus, has contributed to his boss”
county campaigns.

But Daus said he's supporting
Breslin for Senate. Erik Kriss

New GUNY
college has
park place

It’s a classroom with a view.

The city’s first new communit
college in more than 40 yea
opened smack in the middle ¢
bustling Manhattan yesterday -
with a stunning view of Mic
town's Bryant Park.

The New Community College
starting the year with 330 frest
men in temporary leased space o
West 40th Street.

The school — the seventh con
munity college under City Un
versity of New York’s wings — er
pects to serve 5000 students an
move to permanent digs at C¢
lumbus Circle in about 10 years.

“This has been a long and ardy
ous journey, but we have arrived
CUNY Chancellor Matthew Golc
stein said in a ceremony at tt
nearby New York Public Library

At a time when community co
leges nationally are strugglir
with high rates of student remed
ation and low graduation rate
the new college is trying creati
measures to reverse the trend.

It's requiring all students to a
tend freshman year full time -
something that has been shown :
boost results — and is giving st
dents remedial courses on
alongside credit-bearing classes

Students are initially being c
fered five areas of study: liberal an
business, human services, urb:
studies and information technolog

“It's really cool. It's a brand-ne
experience and a fresh start in
new place,” said freshman Simor
Mitchell, 19, of The Bronx.

Last February, CUNY officia
said the city had contributed §
million toward the new college.

David Seifman, Ikimuli:
Livingston and Yoav Gone

NYU’s Sour
lemon aid

New York University's financi
aid and administration ranki
first — for being the worst, a
cording to the latest Princeton R
view college rankings.

The Greenwich Village scho
has been at or near the top in bo
categories — bad financial aid as
poor administration — for at les
the past five years.

But it’s the first 1ime it w
ranked No. 1 in both in the sar
year.

Its Morningside Heights cou
terpart, Columbia Universi
ranked eighth for having "“gre:
financial aid.

Toition and related fees t
$40,000 at both colleges. Yoav Gon
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HE GIVES ‘EM A LIFT

WHO'S YOUR HERO?

Submit Hometown Heroes
nominatior .
HometownHe roes

15 by email to
NYDail
by fax to (212) 210-

BY FINN VIGELAND

NEW YORKDAILY NEWS
THE NEXT TIME you board a
bus in Brooklyn, don't be sur-
prised if you hear a merry, multi-
lingual man ehouting out a wel-

Dean also dabbles in Spanish,
French, Chinese andJapanese.

“Being a bus driver is a big re-
spongibility, so T stay positive
about it,” said Dean, an ordained
minister who also stands in as a

come. -volunteer MTA chaplain in his

Jefirick Dean, who's been offhours. DY
driving a MTA bus for Por his t at -
23 years, makes a \‘x EN ing hisroute feel more
point of greeting ev- \oi” ; fike a gathering of

ery one of his pas-
sengers — often in
one of the many
he's

picked up to better
cannect with his rid-
ers.

"Folks just light up
when ! doit,” m&z-;-u:—old
Bedford-Stuyvesant native said.

Hannifah Muhammad, a regu- ~ ger.

Iarrider from Bushwick; said the
‘greeting she gets each day in her
witive Arabic s “amazing "

“1 don't even know him. but
every time I see him he greets me
in Arabic, and 1 say the greeting
back,” said Muhammad, 44.

for a Hometown
Heroes in Transit
Award.

smiling face — he’s also
saved passengers from real dan-

Several years ago, Dean's bus
was caught in the crossfire of a
shootout in Rockaway.
He quickly stepped on the gas.
“I went past three stops and
didn't stop the buys untll I got to
Brookdale Hospital,” he said. *It

But Dean isn't justa fans

Bus driver Jeffrick Dean's greetings & salutations bring smiles to riders

tumed out [a rider] had been
shotin thearm.”

Iv’sall part of the job

The Daily News, MTA and
Transport Workers Union Local
100 will honor a select group of
bus and subway workersfor their
dedication to their work Win-
ners will be announced in No-
vember.

“Bus Operator Dean is an in-
spiraﬁunforallofus He is terrif-
ic at a job he obviously loves and
the enthusiasm he brings to his
work is retummed by his custom-
ers and co-workers,” MTA
spokesman Charles Seaton said.

His regular customers are big

“Every time people have a
somber look, he puts a smile on
them. He makes this bus cheer-
ful, telling jokes and saying,
‘Have a blessed day,’ ” said Den-
ise Baster, 46, who rides Dean’s
route daily.

] actually look forward to get-
ting on thisbus.”
tvignland@nydalfynews.com

STRETCH YOUR SUMMER WITH UP TO

0% OFF

SERIOUSLY GREAT OUTDOOR GEAR & CLOTHING

Mé

SHOP YOUR WAY | 100+ STORES | REI.COM | MOBILE

CARLE PLACE
516.873.8540

EAST HANOVER
973.5811938

NORWALK
203.838.1938

PARAMUS
2012261560

SOHO
212.6801938

LABOR DAY SALE & CLEARANCE
AUGUST 24-SEPTEMBER 3

YONKERS
914.410.9500




MTA expands trash plan

BY MARC BEJA N

to cut down on tresh in sub-
way stations by removing
cans, am-

NewYork  has
learned

The agency will
take away all bins
— two from each f
borough the mb. EXCLUSIVE
firmed yesterday. The

Eighth Street N/R station
and Flughing-Main Street

remain so as the pilot ex- THE STATIONS set to lose

tends for at least another six garbage cans on Sunday

mom L Ll LT Ty
“The whole goal was to re- Bromc 238th Street (No. 1)

duce the number of trash and East 143rd Street-

bags that would have to be re- St Mary’s (No. 6)

that would help control the

rodent population,” MTA Ortiz sald the number of

spokesman Kevin Ortiz said bags collected from

Straphangers Campaign said
that even if taliing away tresh
cans reduces the amount of

“If you're eating an ice
cream cone with a wrapper,
you can't put it in your bag,”
said Russiapoff “It may or
may not result in a smaller
amount of trash, but it defi-
nitely results in more incon-
venience for the riders”

“It may work in some
areas that are not well-rav-

tions being tested.

“In the case of Main Street,
because it's a terminal, I
guess you can take it out and
put it in a cily trash can,” he
said of riders’ garbage. “The
mid-way stations .. are a
whole different ballgame.*

MacFariane ‘SNL' opener host

Get ready for a whole

Call 31, orgo to
nyc.gov and searcr

“Make NYC Your Gym™

ZI0Z "O€ 1SNDNY "AVASHNHL  HOAMSNuUR

worAuus
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ary, won the right to appeal discipli-
nary actions o an independent third
party July 13.

The American Federation of Gov-
ernment Employees, which repre-
senta airport security screeners and
other TSrXoworkers. had been in talks
with the agency since January, claim-
ing that its members lacked due
process and were subject to “kangaroo
courts” when accused of violating
work rules. The deal is considered an
“agreement in principle” because it
has not yet been implemented.

Grants ‘Merit’ Reviews

TSA workers will now be treated
similarly W other Federal smployeas,
with the right to appeal more-serious
disciplinary actions (o the Merit Sys-
tems ion Board, an independent
panel that hears cases at other agen-
ces. Employees accused of lessar of-
fanses, who have been given a 14-day
mnfmmrion af less-serious punishment,
will be able to file a grievance with man-
agement, and the iE may then ap-
penl cases Lo expedited arbitration.

The expedited hearings are limited
to two hours a single j. ivate
arbitrator, rather than a panel, but

(Continued on Page 7)

DAVID BORER: At last, trans-
parency.

Judge Upholds Ruling
Preserving Teachers’
Jobs At 24 Schools

By DAVID siMs

Manhattan Supreme Court Justice
Joan Lobis July £| upheld an arbitra-
tor's decision to preserve Teachers'
Jjobg at 24 schools that had been slat-
ed for major overhauls, halting the De-
partment of Education’s “turnaround”
plans there, although the city vowed
to appeal the decision once again.

Justice Lobis ruled from the bench
after hearing arguments from United
Federation of Teachers and city attor-
neys. Noting the drawn-out nature of
the case, she admitted she'd be inter-
estad to hear the opinion of the Appaol-
late Diivision if the case mntinumg( to
wind its way through the courta,

UFT: Get Ready for School

“We appreciate the judge’s decision
to u%!:o]d the arbitrator’s ruling,”
UFT President Michael Mulgrew said

(Continued on Page 9)

LA, WLIL UL HLLCTIM LIVE #2e000 10
hiring, sent oul notices last week en-
couraging opponents of the ruling to
file objections to try to influence the
outeame, under which minority candi-
dates who scored as low as 25 on si-
ther of two written tests are aligible
for compensation,

“I'm not very hopeful when it comes
to Nick Garaufis, they are provid-
ing thig opportunity, and maybe some-

body will pay attention. Maybe if
enough people come out, they'll think,
‘There's something going on there that
we should look inte,”” said Mr. Mannix,
who is also an FDNY Deputy Chief.

City to Pay Out $128M

Judge Garaufis announced in
March that the city owes up to $128
million in back pay to black and His-

ic candidates who scored at least a
on either of the 100-point 1999 and
2002 written entrance exams, as long
as they passed the physical test. Cur-
rent minority firefighters whose hires
are deemed to have been delayed by
lowor passing marks than white com-
petitors are also eligible. The Judge
will decide how the money will be dis-
tributed after the October hearing.

He also ruled in January 2010 that
283 black and Hispanic Firefighter
candidates who took the 1999 and
2002 exams will be eligible for prior-

By SARAH DORSEY

A coalition of unions representing
Metropalitan Transportation Authori-
ty workers rallied outside Chase Bank
headquarters near Wall Street July 24
to demand that the MTA end what |a-
bor leaders called “foxic deals” with
banks that they say are costing the
ﬁﬂﬂ%:lﬂm than $100 million annu-

v, agency has defended those
arrangements—known as interest-
rate swa aying they save money
over the long term.

Like cities and local agencies across
the country, the MTA issued billions of
dollars in municipal bonds in the early
20008, accepting rates of betwean
3 and 6 percent in complex financial
deals as a sort of insurance policy
against rising rates, When the scono-
my crashed in 2008, interest rates
plunged to nearzero levels, but the
agency is still paying the higher rates

Press for Better Deals

Led by Transport Workers Union

Local 100, the MTA Labor Coalition—

whose member unions represent MTA
employees throughout five bor-

oughs and surrounding counties—
called on the agency to negotiate with
the banks to cancel the deals or low-
er int&mt rt?“; All of the uoali]ﬁun!':
members, who belong to various loca
of the TWL, 5

, Amalgamated Transit

NICHOLAB GARAUTIS: Bets
a very low bar for back pay.

ity hiring if they meet the minimum
job requirements, even if they are now
abave the age limit. They may also re-
teive rotronctive seniority, which can
affect vacation and shift preferences,
More-senior FDNY members are also

wven higher priority in promotions.

urrent firefighters whose hires are
desmed to have been delayed can also
get retrogctive seniority,

“It's gonna affect the wholo job,”
said Mr. Mannix. “It really causes a
lot of resentment, You'roe going to got
seniority, you're going to get back pay
and just because I'm white or Asian
or Native. American, I don't get it?
When you waren't out there Iﬁll‘ this
time putting your life on the line on

(Continued on Page 7)

Could Save Big on Interest

Transit Unions Want MTA
10 Renegotiate With Banks

Union, United Transportation Union
and others, are worki g under ex-
pired contracts. The MTA is proposing
zero wage increases i Looal 100's
2012 pact; that union tends to set a

attern for the smaller transit locals,

embers of some of those locals have
bean working under an expired con-
tract for saveral years.

Ais being ripped off to the
tune of about $100 million & year, .. But
they won't taka on Wall Street to got
that money,” said Local 100 Premident
John Samualsen to dozens of support-
ers al the rally “The bitter irony to me
is inescapable, .. They have absolutely
no problem taking on our workers [by)

to ram successive zeros down
our throats. Thel‘y have absolutely no
problem putting forth demands that we
a yoear for our health cover-
<. asking that we eat unpaid fur-
lough days. But when it comes to taking
an the banks that caused this problem,
the MTA suddenly gets cold feet.”
Agency spokesman Adam Lisberg
responded in an interview that unlike
the rest of the MTA's debt, these swaps
are nearly impossible to get out of or
refinance. He said the only esample
he'd heard of wis that of the Asisn
Museum in Francisco, which was
nearly bankrupt at the time.
“Do you want us to get to the point

(Continued on Page 14)

FOR BANKS?S

The Chief-Leader/Caleb Ferguson
fAY US, NOT WALL STREET: 8everal dozen transit workers from var.

A w/BAn \Jvt’ thiwnAd A N

Firing, Loss

By MARK TOOR

Former Det. Geacard Isnora, charg-
ing that «Mnnﬂny-moming guarter-
backing” in the Sean Bell shaoting lod
to his firing, has sued Police Commis-
sioner Raymond W. Kelly seeking his
job back.

On March 23, six months after an
NYPD administrative trial, Police
Commissioner Raymond W. Kelly dis-
migsed Mr. lsnora, an 11-year veter-
an, and stripped him of his pension
rights. On tll:e same day, three other
officers involved in the Bell shooting
were allowed to retire with their pen-
sions. Mr. Kelly had declined to ap-
prove a similar deal for Mr. Isniora,

‘Excessive and Unprecedented’

Michael J. Palladino, President of
the Detectives Endowment Associa-
tion, 2aid last weok after the suit was
filed that Mr. lanora’s dismissal was
“excessive, unprecedeniod and war-
ranits soruting: of the couwrt,” s

“Bvervbody was given the opportu-
nity to resign except Jesse,” Mr. lsno-
ra's lawyer, Philip Karasyk, told the
Daily Newe. “Tt wasn't as if he got the
offer and rejected it, They needed a
seapegoat.”

'Ilhe firing of Mr. lenors was “based
ot on the facts of the case, but on im-
proper political and publie-relations
considerations,” the suit charged.

The city, however, stood firm. “The
Police Commissioner's decision to ter-
minate Officer Isnora was supported
by the evidence at his departmental
trinl,” said Georgin Pestana, Chiefl of
the Law Department’s Labor & Em-
ployment Law Division. “We expect the
court to uphold the termination.”

In order to win, Mr. Palladino said,
Mr. Isniora will have to prove that Mr.
Kelly's action in firing him wais exces-
sive, “that the punishment far exceeds
the admimistrative charges” of which
he was convicted.

The suit, filed July 20 in Manhat-

of I

GESCAI

actions
tan Supren
diunts Mr*
Disputy Con
tin J. Karo)
administra
found Mr, I
Stapping of
and discha
police guidi
that Mr. Ke

‘Speculat

The 102+
votes 10 pay
kin's decisip
combinatios
and second-
clusions, M]
Detactive Is
ment is #én
said.”. .. [He
tain actions
ra rather il
evidence in

(Con

Claims DOC Not Supportir
COBA to COs: C
When Inmates As:

By MARK TOOR

The long-simmering conflict between
the city Dopartment of Correction and
it2 unions over violence in the jails is
boiling again, with the Correcticn Offi-
cers Benevolent Association advising
COs that if they are assaulted by an in-
mate they should report it not only to
their supiervisor but also to the .

“First, notify your commanding of-
ficer.. , of your intention to file a crim-
inal charge or complaint,” stated a
bulletin Postetl on the COBA websita
July 20. *Upon the end of your tour of
duty, and on the way back from receiv-
ing medical treatment for any injuries
incurrad, stop at the local police
precinet where the incident occurred
and immediately file charges against
the inmate to ingure the inmate is ar-
rested and prosecuted to the fullest
extent of the law.

‘Management Won't Protect Us’

“We will not allow inmates to con-
tinue to assault us with no repercus-
sions,” the announcement continued.
“The safety of you and your family is
one of our top priorities. The DOC up-
per management |lgenerally] refuse to
protect us, If the Department of Cor-
rection won't enforce the penal law,
then COBA willl*

“DOC is not doing enough to protect
ite employees,” COBA President Nor-
man Seabrook said in an interview
last week, “. . Inmates continually as-
sault COs, and DOC and the Distriet
Attorneys are slow to charge them
with & crime” He compared assaults

an correctinn nersnmnel tn attacks nn

b.
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Transit Unions Prod MTA to Renegotiate With Banks

(Continued from Page 1)

wher we're at the brink of bankruptey?
Absolutely not. The TWLU doesn't want
that. Riders don't want that,” he said.

Termination Fees Cut Savings

Other entities, including New York
State, have gotten out of similar deals,
but have often anded vp paying hefty
termination fees, sometimes covering
the cost by issuing more debt.

A union and transit advocacy group
called the Refund Transit tion,
which counts the and the ATU
as members, released a study in June
noting that two cities—Detroit and
Richmond, Ca—managed to make
deals with banks to offset much of
their losses from swape Richmond
was losing $6 million 3 year in hi.ghilar
interest payments and now pays on
$1 million annually, the study faunrf‘.
Detroit managed to offset about a
third of its nearly $80 million in lass-
es. The City Council of Oaldand, Ca.
also announced a few weeks ago that
it would stop doing business with
Goldman Sa unless it agreed to
waive a $156 million termination fee on
ita swaps. The bank reportedly offered
to reduce the fee—by a mere $100,000.

Mr. Lisberg mamtained that the
MTA refinances other types of debt all
the tirne, but that the banks expectad
the agency to keep up its bargain on
these swaps.

“That's one of the rensons only a rel-
atively-small of our, .. wide and
diverse portfolio is [in them|,” he said.

Help a One-Way BStreet?

Uniited Transportation Union Local
1440 President Tom Wilson, who rep-
resents roughly 200 employees of
Staten Island Rapid Transit, por-
trayed the situation in Occupy Wall
Street terme, gesturing toward the
Chase building and saying, “This is
the 1 [percant]; we are the 98." Oceu-

y Wi Street’s labor outreach coor-
tor also spoke at the event.

1 just want to go back a few years
andl remind everyhody that Wall
Strest was in trouble, a few dyesru
back,” Mr. Wilson continued. And they
asked the taxpayers to bail them out.
And we did, because they were too big
to fail”

A Loeal 100 spokesman acknowl-
edged that the agency saved money at
first by making the deals with the
banks, calling it “very prudent. We're
pleased that they did it”

But since then, “the actions of these
banks caused the collapse of the na-
tionnl und global economy, and pubhc
monies were used to prop them up.
Given all that, it seems like » reason-
able request that the banks return
the favor [by lowering our rates],” he

said.

Mr. Lisberg countered that such a
move could hurt the agency’s ability
to borrow cheaply in the future. 1If an
individual is almost bankrupt and

‘THEY'RE

BEING RIPPED OFF": Transpori Workers Union Local 100

-

The Clyiof-Lendar/Caleh Ferguson

President John Samuelsen July 24 called on the Metropolitan Trans-

riation Authority ton

tiate with the banks that he said are charg-

ing it more than $100 million annually in higher-than-market interest

rates. ‘It's very telling that the MTA is concerned about d

g their

relationship with the banks but they could care less about amaging
their relationship with their own workforce and riders,” he said.

begs a credit-card company to reduce
his payments, “maybe they will” he
said. “But they will never lend to you
again.”

Unions: MTA’s Got Leverage

But Mr, Samuelsen and representa-
tives of ather coalition locals said they
believed the MTA had the leverage to
work out a good deal.

“[They're] a huge borrowing organ-
ization,” the Local 100 leader said.
“There’s always going to be a bank
that's going to lend them money. Al-
ways."

Mz, Lisberg, however, said the swaps
are actually a good deal; many are 30-
year bonds, and once the economy im-
proves and interest rates rise, they
will once again heat the market.

Last weelk's rally took place as oth-
or workers gathered for a protest in
Union Square, in part to sup, Con
Edison utility employees, whose 26-
day lock-out ended two days later.
Much of the crowd in front of Chase
Bank headed down to join them after
their own press conference, and sever-
al of their leaders touted the MTA
coalition as a force that could have
greater power in local politics.

“If we this of movement,
they can't lock us out like they're do-
'Lng Con Ed," said Local 100 organizer
JP Patafio. “Because if they lock us
out, what ha?]mnﬂ to this city? Peopls
from Long Island ain't getting to
work; people ain't gi.-ttim& over the
hridgaf_:.-nnd the trpine and buges ain't

OVINE.
Mr Samuelsen also took the oppor-
tunity to broadly criticize the l\ﬂ?‘\s
financial management, saying, “A
family that has to work on a milf.'
et . would neven do some of the

things the MTA does. [It's like] the
%bamn stingt%m; money from 2010.
ey pumped [it] into expansion proj-
ecte rather than using [it] to sustain
service.,. A family would never do
that. They would never put money into
an extension on their house when they
eouldn't pay the existing slectric bills."
He also took issue with a comment
Mr. Lisberg made in this newspaper
last week. An arbitrator said in May
that the MTA could pay wage increas-
es retroactively to employees in
Queens and Staten lsl in their
2009-2012 contracts. The MTA spokes-
man called any such available funds
“somewhare between theoretical, hypo-
thetical and purely speculative.”

“They Have Ability to Pay'

“Well, it's only theoretical dollars
because the MTA doesn't have the po-
litical will or desire or chutzpah to
stand up to the Wall Streat banks that
are holding onto our money,” Mr. Sam-
uelsen said at the rally, “They have
the ability to pay. It's not just
the...swaps; it's with their tax rev-
onues bouncing back. It's their nest
eggs” he said. Mr. Samuelsen provi-
aqusly criticized the agency for main-
taining a rainy-day account to pre-
fund retiree health benefits. That so-
called GASB fund is similar to one the
city held but recently used to meet its
bugg_aw neads.

. Lisherg responded, “The unions
would like ua to &?enk contracts that
have lowered ouwr borrowing costs as
intended, beeause they think it would
hypothetically save money. The MTA
has put forwnrd a financial plan that
takes real costs and risks into account,
and rolies onoany union wage increas-
@8 to be paid for through produckvity

gains and other agreements. Our budg-
et is balanced, but it is fragile.”

Use Surplus to Fund Raise?

The Local 100 head also used the
rally to tout his strategy in the nnion's
ongoing contract negotiations, noting
that the MTA's most-recent financials
posted online listed $80 million in rev-
enves it hadn't mamd back in I'eb-
ruary, mostly increaged rider-
ship. Diverging from usual practice,
Local 100 and the MTA agreed to bar-
gain past the Jan. 15 contract dead-
fine this year, and members have been
working under an expired pact since.

*Had we established a deadline on
Jan. 15, and either settled a contract
with concessions in il or went on
strike, it would've been simply six
months later before the MTA an-
nounced a $90-million surplus, .. be-
Knnd |what) they claimed they had”

e said. “Now how many times have
unions across the MTA settled con-
tracts over the last 26 years only to
find out a few short months later that
they wers being digingenuous about
their budget assessments...only to
bhave the membership of their
union. ..say ‘the MTA screwed us

again?'"

Surgeon Pension Case

{Continued from Page 2)

duties were similar to those of Dr
Dann have received benefits under
the Heart Bill, But, according to the
opinion, “The New York City Low De-
partment spoke during the meetings
and opined that...the legislative histo-
rﬁ of the Heart Bill, as aFallad ont by
the Court of Appeals, all ly does
not support the notion that Police
Surgeons should receive the benefits
of the Heart Bill®

One board member who favored a
Heart Bill pension for Dr. Dann
summed up the final position as:
“There's been no change in the statute
of duties or title, bul we are going to
reinterpret the law and we are going
to threat this beneficiary differently
than all others who preceded.”

Justice Wright ruled that “the ac-
tion of the Board of Trustees to den
[Dr. Dann] ADR under the Heart Biﬁ
was arbil
trary to its claim in court.egaqefs, it
has not provided any credible evi-
dence as to why [Dr. Dann] should not
be entitled to benefits under the
Heart Bill.., The Board of Trustees
makes conclusory statements nlleging
that [Dr. Dann's] job was not stress-
ful, without providing any examples,”

Mr. Richter said, “Police Surgeons
are uniformed members of the police
service and identified as such in the
NYC Administrative Code.”

Inga Van Bysden, Chief of the Law
D‘(t‘a'pnmnent's Pensions Division, said,
“We're disappointed in the decision.
We foe) it is incorrect and are review-
ing all options, meluding appeal.”

and capricious. Con-
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Service Fxam Prep.

Welcome to the State University of New York
Manhattan Educational Opportunity Center
(MEOC). a 46 year old educational center
located in the heart of Harlem. Helping students
. succeed is our mission.

Learn English, eam your GED ® and prepare for
college with us. Improve your professional skills
by participating in one of our vocational
programs including Certified Microsoft Office ®,
PC Repair with A+ Certification, Security Officer
Training, Development Assistant Program or Civil




Beau 'fess
in beauty
horror slay

She was a beautiful 23-year-old
daughter of a millionaire from
Connecticut. He was a suave fash-
ion publicist, 10 years her senior.

Yesterday, more than a year af-
ter she was found butchered in
their Lower East Side apartment,
Raul Barrera pleaded guilty to
murdering Sarah Coit for wanting
to leave him.

The plea — which exposes Bar-
rera to anywhere from 15 years to
life in prispn — saves the victim's
family from enduring a murder
trial that had promised to be rife
with gruesome autopsy evidence
and testimony.

Coit was stabbed repeatedly in
April of last year. Her screams
alerted neighbors and police too
late — she was found face up, par-
tially beheaded and eviscerated,
with a knife blade in her skull

“Going to trial, he figured,
wasn't his best option,” said de-
fense lawyer Paul Feinman.

Manhattan Supreme Court Jus-
tice Richard Carruthers will rule
after hearing evidence from both
sides in the coming weeks.

Coit, a S-foot-10 stunner who ran
cross-country at Greenwich HS, is
the daughter of Lynde Coit, a se-
nior adviser to the CEO at Plasco
Energy Group Inc.

Barerra was a vice president of
the Coleman Entertainment
Group public relations firm.

Feinman had been poised to at-

e at trial that Barerra was suf-
ering from extreme emotional
distress when he killed Coit. The
lawyer would not confirm if he
will raise that issue at the upcom-

ing sentencing hearing.
Laura Italiano

New demand
in 1989 rape

A judge yesterday ordered the city
to “immedintely” cough up imvesti-
gative and disciplinary records for
two ex-cops who helped wrongly
convict five teens in the 1989 “Cen-
tral Park Jogger” rape case.

Manhattan federal Magistrate
Judge Ronald Ellis said the infor-
mation could prove crucial in de-
termining the credibility of for-
mer Detectives Humberto Arroyo
and Mike Sheehan, who are
among the defendants in a
$250 million civil-rights suit filed
by the freed former suspects.

Ellis’ ruling came after a plain-
Hif's lawyer, Myron Beldock, an-
grily accused the city of repeat-
edly “stonewalling™ to keep the
dirt against Arroyo and Sheehan
under wraps. Bruce Golding

rs spark subway fears

Anti-Muslim poste

By JENNIFER FERMINO,
AMBER SUTHERLAND
and LARRY CELONA

The NYPD ramped up security
at 10 subway stations yesterday
after the MTA was forced to in-
stall a controversial ad campaign
branding enemies of Israel “sav-
ages,” sources told The Post.

The 46- by 30-inch ads —
which the MTA unsuccessfully
tried to block — were pasted
into subway walls throughout
the day in heavily trafficked ar-
eas such as Grand Central Sta-
tion and Times Square.

The American Freedom De-
fense Initiative, a pro-Israel
group spearheaded by activist
Pamela Geller, paid $36,000 for
30 days of ad space.

Straphangers of all religious
backgrounds blasted the ads.

“I'm appalled at the fact they
can use the term ‘savage’ so eas-
ily, categorize the whole Muslim
world under the word ‘savage,’ "
said Javerea Khan, 22, a Bronx
Muslim.

She called the ads a “slap in the
face to all Muslims.”

“It's disheartening something
like this would actually go up.”

And Rebecca Klinger, who is
Jewish and has lived in Israel,
called the ads “contrary to Jew-
ish teachings and Jewish philos-
nphiﬁ?;l that

= itay anyone
claimling) IIE’ pro-Israel would
suggest some human beings are
savage and less than human, The
MNazis tried to do the same thing
to the Jews, to make them seem
less than human,” she said.

Riders also said the ads make
them fear for their safety, be-
cause the subways have long
been pegged as a terrorism target
and because of the violent pro-
tests in the Middle East over a
Jow-budget anti-Muslim movie.

“1 think it's dangerous. There
are people who will take it to the
next level,” said Joanne Behan, a
regular subway rider from
Brooktyn.

“Some people believe that
Americans are against Muslims
and this can add to that. I don't
think they should be up.”

The NYPD quietly increased
its presence at the stations with
the ads — which include 28th
Street on the 6 line and 34th
Street on the 1 line, sources said.

Those stations will undergo
extra scrutiny from transit police
and beat cops alike, both under-
ground and on street level, the
sources said.

But NYPD spokesman Paul
Browne insisted there would be
no change “in security, posture
or staffing because of the ads.”

Vandals already tore down one
ad at the 72nd Street | train sta-
tion just hours after it was hung.

e it

While some riders found the
ads offensive, they conceded it's
protected speech.

“It’s the language of war. Ads
like this are divisive and propa-
ganda,” said Cyrus McGoldrick,
a Muslim and director of the
New York chapter of the Council
on American-1slamic Relations.

But he did say he believed

INANY WAR
BETWEEN THE
CIVILIZED MAN
. ANDTHESAVAGE,
SUPPORTTHE
g_cwmzm MAN. |
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Geller's group is protected under
the First Amendment.

Geller was adamant there was
nothing wrong with the ads.
"Anyone who kills innocent civil-
ians, it's savagery,” she said.

The MTA initially refused to
run the ads, citing “demeaning
language.”

Geller sued in federal court

and won on First Amendment
grounds.

She added she might make one
change if she had to do it again.

“1 might change ‘support ls-
rael' to ‘defend America, " she
said.

Additional reporting by Anto-
nio Antenucci

Jennifer.fermino@nypost.com
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“We really are ditferent from the
city. .. but we could not survive with-
out its support,” he said. “1t’s problem-
atic that we've gone a number of years
without a contract with our Nurses, to
keep us competitive.”

But the city is also right to claim a
primary stake in HHC and conduct
labor negotiations, Mr. Aviles said.
“Our financial link justifies it.”

He said that cuthacks were neces-
sary to ensure the long-term financial
security of the agency, especially since
the Affordable Care Act could in-
crease the burden on the state

While the ACA would prompt a
“huge expansion” of Medicaid in ar-
eas like the south, Mr. Aviles said,
New York operates with a much
stronger safety net and would face a
more complicated picture because of
a scaling-back in Medicaid funds as
efficiencies and savings kick in
around the country.

The “Woodwork®’ Dilemma

New York City has roughly one mil-
lion people dubbed “woodwork eligi-
bles” because Lhey are sligible for
Medicaid enrollment but have not
come forward. If, as expected by some,
they “come out of the woodwork” with
the implementation of health-care re-
form, then the city would benefit, Mr.
Aviles said. But he was not so sure
that would happen.

“If that does happen, it will have an
impact,” he said. “But in New York, a
very large percentage are undocu-
mented immigrants.”
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save as much money as it can so it can
pay for studies that cost $10 million
while trying to cul wages and bene-
fits

Then you have Teamsters Local
237, the local union that I am part of.
Instead of helping its dues-paying
members, it is actvually aiding and
abetting the destruction of labor as
we know it.

The title of Maintenance Worker is
one it represents, but not really. Con-
tract after contract it has allowed the
Maintenance Worker to be paid time
and one quarter for Saturday work
when everyone else on a 40-hour week
gets time and a hall. President Greg-
ory Floyd has even allowed the Hous-
ing Authority to create a new title
called Caretaker M. They are allowed
to do work of the Maintenance Work-
er with half the pay.

It's all about the dues money com-
ing in, isn't it, Greg? Oh. but Mr. Floyd
Just created a task {orce to solve
what?

Mr. Floyd should eoncentrate on his
fiduciary duty, period

GEORGE CONTOVEROS

Editor's note: Mr. Contoveros is a
former candidate for president of Lo-
cal 237,

By SARAH DORSEY

Metropolitan Transportation Au-
thority officials #aid last week that by
this time next year, half the aity's Neet
of local buses would have safoty par-
titions installed, up from roughly 16
percent today.

Transport %Vorkers Union Local 100
President John Samuelsen said the
agency was picking up the pace after
a recent meeting with the union.

Nearly 4,000 Don’t Have Them

Currently, only 679 of the 4,600 lo-
cal buses on the road have the plexi-
glass shields, which Local 100 officials
say are crucial to preventing assaults
on Bus Operators. (Express buses
aren’t being earmarked for shields
now bacause both sides say assaulis
haven't been a problem on them.)

Mr. Samuelzen held a rally putside
the Jackie Gleason bus depot in Sun-
set Park, Brooklyn Oct, 18 to draw at-
tention to the high number of assaults
on transit workers, especially bus
drivers, and to demand more protec-
tion for them.

In a two-week period last month,
one Bus Operator was stabbed with a
syringe, another was scalded with hot
coffee and a third was choked. Accord-
ing to the MTA, there were 61 serious
assapults against drivers Lhis year
through the end of August, That Lally
doesn’™t include threats or spitting,
which is distressingly common.

“These are positive new steps.” Mr,
Samuelsan said of the promise to add
more partitions, “The organizing
we're doing with the communities is
paying off. People are beginning to
take notice that these assaults
against transit workers are getting
out of control.”

Brooklyn State Sen. Eric Adams,
who is a former transit police officer,
said at the Local 100 rally last week
that too many elected officials “have
been quiet on this issue”

Convenient Targets

Speaking to the Bus Operators, he
sald that as far as irate passengers
were concerned, “You're the symbol of
the MTA. You're the symbaol of all
their anger, all their frusteation *

“You can’t protect yourself,” he said,
adding that if an assaulted transit
worker responded by giving an at-
tacker “a knuckle sandwich,” he'd be
arrested.

MTA spokesman Kevin Ortiz said,
“Since this process began, we have
worked cooperatively with the TWU
to move this vital effort forward as
quickly as possible. We were happy to
be able tn share with them the
progress we have made in the area of
Bus Operator protection as well as
the forecast for the coming year.”

‘Assaults Qut of Control’
TWU Keeps Pressure On
MTA for Bus

Partitions

JOHN SAMUELSEN: MTA
going into overdrive.

He previously touted MTA Chair-
man Joseph J. Lhota's commitment to
doubling the staff of the agency’s uni-
formed Eagle Team, which aims to
prevent fare evasion and crime. [t will
be deployed most heavily on the bus
lines 1n Brooklyn and The Bronx that
see the most assaults.

While Mr. Samuelsen has been crit-
ical of that program for focusing too
much ou catching fare-beaters rather
than stopping assaults, he acknowl-
edged that it fills a role at a ime when

jurisdictional disputes within the |

D are leaving the subway and bus
systems less protected than hed like.
"Il the cops aren't gonna get on the
buses then it's worth a try,” he said.
“Certainly 1 behieve they will he a uni-

formed deterrent

Court Union Probe

(Continued from Page 6)

of the NYSSCOA’s president, -John
Strandberg, after he resigned for fam-
tly reasons, according to news reports.
Mr. Strandberg apparently had been
using his union credit card to charge
personal expenses. a practice that
sources said has heen common in re-
cent years

Richard Krulish, the current union
president, reportedly has taken ste
to limit personal use of union credit
cards. Mr. Krulish, who had been first
vice president. is one of the board mem-
bers whose records have been subpoe-
naed, according to news reports

The Daily Df{'-w g reportad in August
thal the Dhstrict Altorney’s investigs-
tion involved $300,000 in qu
able eredit-eard charges

Union offtcials did not respond vo a
request for comment

More Ex-Cops Given
Jail Sentences Over

Role in Gun-Smuggling

Three more former NYPD officers
have been sentenced in separate pro-
ceedings for being part of a self-pro-
claimed "army” that smuggled stolen
goods, cigareties and firearms across
state lines at the direction of an un-
dercover FBI agent. Sentences
ranged from a year and a day to 36
months.

Twelve men were indicted in the
case—most of them active or retired
police officers—and 11 have pleaded
guilty. With the latest proceedings,
eight of the 11 have been sentenced.
The 12th detendant pleaded not
guilty and is scheduled for trial in
February 2013

Surrendering $30,000

One of the
men most re-
cently sen-
tenced, Eddie
Goris, 32, of
Queens, got
36 months. He
has also agreed
to repay the

overnment
530,000, rep-
resenting his
profit from
the illegal ac-
tivities He
had pleaded Tr= T "
5‘:;‘:2, t({;raltne; _ Group’s ringleader.
portation of stolen goods and
firearms.

A second defendant, Richard Mel-
nik, 43, of Staten Island, was sen-
tenced to 21 months and agreed to re-
pay $5.000 in proceeds from smug-
gling stolen goods. A third, John Ma-
honey, 27, of Staten Island, was sen-
tenced to a year and a day and agreed
to repay $4,500. The two of them
pleaded guilty to interstate trans-
portation of stolen goods

Mr. Goris and Mr. Mahoney were
on active duty with the NYPD when
they committed their crimes. Mr
Melnik was retired from the depart-
ment.

The ringleader, William Masso,
made contact with an FBI informant
i 2009 when he was a Police Offi-
cer assigned to Brooklyn’s 68th Pre-
cinct, prosecutors said. He accepted
an offer from the informant’s
“boss"—an undercover FBI agent—
to help them move stolen goods. He
not only agreed buil also offered to
recruit other officers for the scheme

“I'm setting up a good army here,”
Mr. Masso told the informmant, accord-
ing to the complaint. He said his team
could be involved in additional
crimes: “You want a guy who beat the
s--- oul of somebody who bothers him,
we got that. We got cops with vests
and guns.”

Mr Masso was sentenced to 57
months fazt December
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MTA needs disaster plan

HE MTA has done o phi-
. nhomenal job bringing (he
" subway system  roaring
back wmnce Hurricane
Sandy's massive beatdown
on the city. But as soon as the last
drop of New York Harbor is
pumped from the tunnels, the au-
thority must start drawing a bhie-
print to keep the next killer storm
from knocking out our system.
Over the last several years, the
Metropolitan Trensportation Au-
thority has spet tens of millions of
dollars elevating sidewalk ventila-
tion grates and building other de-
fenses against monster storms.
Those projects have successfully
stopped rainwater from cescading

into the subways from the side-
walks and streets in vulnerable
areas like southeastern Queens.
But storms - like the
2007 tempest that dumped as
much as 3.7 inches of rain on the
city and crippled the subway sys-
tem — now seem quaimtby compar-
ison. Sanidy didn't unleash tor-
rents from the skies. Its winds sent
a sea surge into lower Manhattan.
Millions, if not billions, of gallons
of water rushed into all of the
MTA’s Bast River tunnels linking
Brooklyn and lower Manhattan.
had built bunker-like barricades
outside the entrances to lower
Manhattan stations like Bowling
Green and South Ferry, hoping
they would keep the tunnels dry.
The invading harbor pushed them
aside like pillows
Youmight as well get that gener-
ator and stock up on batteries and

NO/LIMITED SERVICE
OGN RO

Trains will run only every 10
minutes.

Sﬂo Rockaw;PaTk shuttle-

1: Service may be restored
fmm 14th St. to Rector St,

A: No service, Inwood/207th
St.-175th st.; Aqueduct-Rock-
away Park/Beach 116th st.
and Far Rockaway/Mott Ave.

L: No service, Bushwick Ave.
to 14th St./8th Ave.

See Www.MTA.info for full_li?t

———— —

flashlights now, became it won't
be that longbefore we face another
big-leagus threat like this.

MTA Chairman Joseph Lhota
gets it “We’re going to have to eval-
uate what can be done,” Lhota said
ofkeeping floods cutol the system.

What Lhota doesn't have is any-
thing near the amount of maney to
do the engineering and construc-
tion required (o seal subway sia-
tions and critical tunnels from the
Atlantic'snext push.

It's to take big govem-
ment at it which is what we
saw from the Cuomo and Obama
administrationsthis week.

Gov. Cuomo said he'd establish
 $100 million fund (o help home-
owners rebuild. The President as-
signed tasks to his top deputies as
Cuomo outlined New York’s
needs.

These are administrations led
by elected officials who know that
government can be smart and ef-
fective. Keep that in mind when
you take the subway orbm‘wyo"r
polling booth Tuesday.

NEWYORK DALY NEWS
BREEZY POINT could have
been mistaken for a Soweto
shanty town Sunday as resk-
dents picked through the
ruins of their homes and used
blankets to ward off the cold.
Kathleen Beisgel had col-
lected some donated items to
tide her over after the storm
onlytodiscover that the reaily
had no place to pul them. Her
home in the Queens commu-
severelydamaged.
“We need a place to live,”
said Beissel, a 40-year-old
teacher who has been staying
with her husband and daugh-
tess at her brother’s place on
Long Island “We're trying to
the family together*

Over at the hulking Ham-
mel Houses in Par Rockuway,
flashlights Rickered like fire-
flies in the darkened hallways.
And Carmen Rosario was ter-
rifled.

“It's scary when it is this
dark,” said Rosario, 30, who
lives there with her two sons,
ages 11 and 13. "1 have to
keep my boys safein this dark-
ness. Bverything feels like a
horrormovie.”

Rosario grabbed her flash-

light and braved the darkness be-
cause she was hungry and cold -
and because she'd gotten word that
agroup of marathon runners whose
race had been cancelled had
brought by food and clothing,

“We got some food," Rosario
said. “The first thing I need is to
make sure ] have food for the kids.
After we eat, the three of us bundle
together to stay warm in the dark
apartment. It's all we can do. We
have nothing else right now.”

Beissel and Rogario may five on

DAILY NEWS NYDaliyNews.com

oppaosite ends of the Rockaways,
but like countless other New
Yorkers whose lives were turned
upside down by the storm — they
needitall.

Batteries and blankets, clean
clothes and comfort food, medi-
cine and mattresses, the list is end-
less.

Rosario’s neighbor, 64-year-
old Elizabeth Richardson, wants
pumps. Big pumps. Big enough to
pump all the water out of their
apartments. .

RAW IN

@ Storm vics huddle in cold




GE'I'I'ING THERE

On a slow roil

The MTA has restored most
sesvice, but these nes
are partially or totally out:
No service between
14th St. and South Ferry

9 Running full route, but no

express service in Bronx _

0 Running full route, but no
express service In Bronx

[7) Running full route, but no
express service in Queens

o Runs in two segmems No
service between 207th St

and 168th St.; no service
between Rockaway Boulevard
and the Rockaways

No service south of iiay
Parkway e K .
Entire route with limlted
service AT
No service between

Coney Island and
Avenue X in Bmeklyn

No service between
Essex and Broad streets

ﬂ']} No service between

" Broadway Junction and
8th Avenue
Running between Jamaica
Center-Parsons/Archer
and Metropolitan Avenue

N 'No service between

34th Street In Manhattan
andConeylsland

0 No service between Kings
Hughway and Coney Island

R No service between

Forest Hills and
Jay Street-MetroTech

W Suspended:

0 0
COMMUTERRALS  gighel

BLRR

» Modified schedule on all
branches, except Long Beach
« Tralns on Ronkonkoma
Branch will not operate east
of Ronkonkoma

* Tralns on Montauk Branch will
not operate east of Speonk.

B METRO NORTH:

» Near-normal service on all
lines east of Hudson River,
except on New Canaan branch,
which will be served by buses
« Special modified schedule In
effect on Port Jervis Line

« Suspended: Pascack Valley line

W NJ TRANSIT: Limited s servlce
on North Jersey Coast line,
Raritan Valley line, Main/Port
Jervis line, Atlantic City line

B PATH: cOuId open next week

RECOVERY: Residonts inNew Dorp, Staten Isiand, yestsmayuwlmhewwayupamheapedmenubdomdhom

By MATT McNULTY
ond GARY BUISO

Ruk.sh ~hour riders t:a;lal gx}t to
work today — but it's a gale-force
headache.

Six more subway lines yesterday
crossed under the East River for
the first ime since Sandy struck,
but trains and buses still be
packed to the gills for the morning
commute, officials warned.

“Subway service will not be nor-
mal,” Gov. Cuomo said. “[Passen-
ger] volume will be way up.”

During rush hou, trains will run
at 10-migute intervals — a much
longer wait than the usual two to
three minutes, the MTA said.

And kids ing to school
coupled with the ongoing gas
shortage means more hodies will
be packed into those fewer trains
— and there will be no provision
banning bikes, officials said.

“I just ask everyone to be under-
standing, and also try to think
about flex time and try to leave a
little bit earlier or a little bt later,”
MTA chief Joe Lhota said about
the first major commute since
Sandy ravaged the city's transpor-
tation network a week ago.

More than B0 percent af the sub-
way network is back on track — but it
will carry less than 80 percent of nor-
mal capacity, agency officials said.

The MTA also revealed yester-

OOPS: A driver on the Marine P
charged a toll yestsrday, bsfore the MTA realized those fees were waived.

day that, for most of last week,
tolls have been mistakenly charged
on the two bndR%néhm& leading 1o the
storm-ravaged

An MTA source said Jast night
that anyone who crossed the Ma-
rine Parkway or Cross Bay
with E-ZPass would be reim-
bursed. bt cash payers were out
of luck.

Tolls on those bridges are

vmved until the end of the month.
e‘rdny. New Jersey Gov,
Chm <aid he hoped PATH

service will return by next week.
All the water has been removed
froimn the system.

Mesnwhile, saltwater-damaged

arkway Bridge info the Rockaways s

subway equipment could cause
problems once trains are re-enet-
meaning even more delays.

“This is a 100-year-old system —
think of it as a 100-year-old patient
that got into an accident and is in
the hospital,” Lhota said. “Things
always happen w‘bnnyouge:mthe
hospital that you don't

Mayor Bloo said he ex-
pects to be one of the huddled
masses. 1 Ehn to take the subway
tomorrow,” he said.

That's just what Queens commuter
Sandm Rodriguez wants to hear.

“I'd like to see the mayor on the
trains tomorrow — just so he can
see the mess going on in the sub-

Crunch as subways inch back

ways and shuttle buses,” said Rod-
riguez, 32. “1 had to wait for three
buses last week because they were
all so crammed and full”

Yesterday, the system continued
to creep back to normal.

Six more train lines — the F, M,
2, 3, Qand D — crossed the East
River, with the Q going over the
Manhattan Bridge.

“THE F LINE IS UP & RUN-

Also, the ] train is now running

% over the Williamsburg  Bridge,

while the D train now rumbles
over the Manhattan Bridge.

The 1 train was extended south
to 14th Street yesterday, and the
once-flooded South Ferry Station
isdry.

And the MTA will truck in 20
subway cars to the Rockaways for
shuttle service between Mott Ave-
nue and Beach 116th Street. Buses
will take passengers to the Howard
Beach station on the A line.

The agency couldn't give a timeta-
ble for when that service will begin

The R line — which connects
Manhattan to Brooklyn — re-
mains divided because of flooding
in the Montague Street tunnel

Alternate-side parking Is sus-
pended today for storm recovery
and tomorrow for Election Day.
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We think it's time snorers had

more attractive options.

Snorers, breathe a sigh of rellef—we offer
effective treatments beyond the mask.

At Eos Sleep we start with an expert
evaluation of your upper airway by a board-
certified ENT physician. Then our coordinated
team of specialists will make recommendations
based on your particular diagnosls. Our

wide range of options means you'i find the
treatment that works for you and your bed
partner. For many, it may be as simple as a
20-minute, procedure

917-720-2731
New York City * Long Island

EosSleep.com

etropolitan Transporta-

tion Authorliy ofbcials

were widely praised for

how the agency handled

the aftermath of Hurri-

cane Sandy. But they've been get-

ting much chillier reviews from their
own officeworkers

Like millions of New Yorkers,

“back office” clerical employees

hunkered down for two days during
the storm — Monday, Oct. 29, when
Sandy arrived and the following
day, when the city began to assess
just how badly it was bealen up.
They heeded Gov. Cuomo, Mayor
Bloomberg and every television re-

porter who stood on the beach in
L L. Bean rain gear and said it was
best tostay home and off the road.

After all, mass transit was not an
option The subway was out of com-
mission both days Buses didn't
come back until Tuesday night.

But when they returned 1o their
offices Wednesday, they were told
they would be charged two vacation
or sick days for those twe shifts - or
they wouldn't get paid at all.

Understandably, that hasn't gone
overtoo well.

“Gov Cuomo asked that nones-
sential workers stay home, but we
are being penalized!” said one work-
er who spoke on condition of ano-
nymity. “Shameful!”

Shift

DAILY NEWS NYDailyNews.com

-y MTA

stiffs staff

The Daily News reported last
month the MTA would take a hard
line against any transit workers -
track workers, carpenters, signal
maintainers, pump operators, bus
drivers and train operators — deter-
mined by supervisors to have
shirked their responsibility during
the emergency. If you didn't call in
and didn’t show up, you could be
docked two days’ pay, a top transit
official said. Sounds reasonable if
someone was clearly MIA without

reason.

Transit workers like these are “es-
sential” employees. They are need-
ed on the front line to bolster the de-
fenses as a storm approaches, plac-
ing sandbags outside station en-
trances and covering sidewalk vents
toprevent storm water from cascad-
ingonto station platforms.

That’s hardly in the job descrip-
tion of a secretary or a payroli clerk
or benefits processor who works in
one of many offices ed across

Business Service Center in mid-
town

“lt's not like I'm clearing the
tracks of water,” one woman who
works in the Business Service Cen-
ter said in an email to The News

She tried to get to work that Mon-
day, she said, but after two hours of
gridlock, she tumed around and
went back home. Her husband died
of cancer several years ago and she's
raising three teenagers on her own,
shesaid

“{Now) I get two days taken away
that L CANNOT afford,” she said. “1
am really crying as [ type this.”

An MTA spokesman couldn’t ex-
plain the policy, or explain why an
exception couldn't be made when
sorething of hurricane magnitude
occurs.

Regardless, making workers ret-
roactively take vacation or sick days
comes off as petty and mean-spirit-
ed. Maybe that's because it’s against
the backdrop of so many acts of
kind and charity to help devas-

the city, including MTA head
terson Madison Ave. and the MTAs

tated New Yorkers rebuild their
lives. pdonohue@nydallynews.com

FOR 2 PAIRS OF
EYEGLASSES
AT VISION EXPRESS

...including FREE eye examl
Everyone looks at your eyes; so it makes sense to take care
of your vision in style. With our vast array of fashion frames,

Vision Express has a stylish solution for all of your vision
care needs. We'll examine your eyes for FREE and are now
offering 2 for $69 eyeglasses! What are you waiting for?

For a limited time, eyeglasses are available
2 for $69. Hurry in before this offer expires!

KTOCYS

We accept most Vision Care Plans and now accapt Flex Spending.
Call today for your eye exam or bring in your prescription. We fill all prescriptions.

Macy’s Herald Square 212-494-7300 « Macy’s Queen Center Mall 718-595-2266
Macy's Fulton Street 718-802-7674 - Macy's Kings Plaza 718-692-6266
Valley Stream 516-823-4267

1-HOUR SERVICE ON MOST PR

ESCRIPTIONS.
Can't be combined with other offers. Restrictions apply. See store for detalls. Offer expires 01/15/13.

QUALITY D

THE SAME DAY

NY's place for same day dentures for over 35 years

’m-Mn-m q-!'“wu

ow P Oni

+ FREE CONSULTATION

* Ropalrs & Rolines While-U-Walt :
» State-of-the-Art Cosmetic Dentistry f

* Crowns & Bridges [
* Dental Implants & Min! Implants

« Digital X-Rays (Low Radlation)

« Emergencies Welcome

* Senlor Citizen Discounts

MOST INSURANCE PLANS &
NY STATE MEDIOAID WELCOME

224 W, 35th St.
> New York, NY

16th Floor
Cupene (Between 7th & 8th Avenves)
SR www.denturecenter.com
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., Pushed on the
subway track
this man is
about to die
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NIGHTMARE ON

Queens dad pushed to his death by

madman in Times Square station

By LARRY CELONA,
ANTONIO ANTENUCCI,
CHRISTINA CARREGA
and JEANE MaciNTOSH

A Queens dad to protect
fellow straphangers from a de-
ranged man on a Times Square
subway platform was hurled onto
the tracks by the lunatic and [a-
tally crushed by a train yesterday,
cops and witnesses said.

Ki Suk Han, 58, desperately
tried to scramble back to the plat-
form as onlookers screamed,
shouted and frantically waved
their hands and bags in a bid to
get the downtown Q train to stop
at around 12:30 p.m.

Post freelance photographer R
Umar Abbasi — who had been
waiting on the platform of the
49th Street station — ran toward
the train, repeatedly firing off his
flash to warn the operator.

*1 just started running, running,
hoping that the driver could see
my flash” said Abbasi, whose

camera capmmd chilling shots of
Suk's tragic fight for his life.
The train slowed, but a dazed

and bruised Han still wound up
hopelessly caught between it and
the platform as it came to a halt.
A shaken Abbasi said the train
“crushed him like a rag doll.”
Dr. Laura Kaplan, a second-year

resident at Beth Israel Medical
Center who was also on the plat-
form, sprang into action, taking
off her coat, grabbing her stetho-
scope and rushing over to help
the dying man.

“People were shouting and yell-
ing when it happened, but then
people ran the other way," said
Kaplan, 27.

“T heard what 1 thought were
heart sounds,” she said, but Han
never took a breath.

“There was blood coming out
his mouth. We couldn’t do CPR.
He wasn't in the right position.
and there was just no way to get
him out of there.”

Han, who lived with his wife
and college-age daughter in
Elmhurst, was taken to Roosevelt
Hospital, where he was pro-
nounced dead.

His attacker was Wg¥8een run-
ning .out of the staton’s 47th
Street exit — at the north end of
Times Square — heading north-
bound on Seventh Avenue. Cops
last night were smurln surveil-
lance video for s ﬁ.l

The killer was esm-]hed by po-

lice as black. 30 to 40 years old, _

about 5-foot-9, with short dread-
locks. He was wearing a white T-
shirt, dark jacket, filthy jeans,
black sneakers with a white stripe
and a black beanie cap.

The horrific drama unfr)lded af-
ter Han a wﬂpmuchcd the crazed
man — who police sources de-
scribed as a panhandler and wit-
nesses said had been lwmming
and -:m'sm at strap! —on
the mulh ound plat orm and
tried to calm him down.

As other riders congregated to-
ward one end of the platform,
Han and the man were about 100

“The emotlonally disturbed guy
just started screaming and curs-

ing, saying, “You don't know me!
You don’t know who I am!’ "

As the train’s arrival was an-
nounced over the loudspeaker,
the attacker “just grabbed [Han)
and lasunched him — just threw
him — straight onto the tracks," a
witness said.

The killer then grabbed a paper

coffee cup he used to collect
change — which he'd put down
before the assault — and fled.

Abbasi recalled, “Out of the pe-
riphery of my eye, | just saw a body
flying, flying through the air

“People started waving their
hands, anything they could find.

y were shouting to the man in
the tracks, “Get out! Get out of
therel’ ”

Han barely missed the third
rail, cops said, and looked
stunned as he sat up in the track
bed as the train approached be-
fore scrambling to his feet.

At one point, Han stood in the
tracks and looked directly at the

oncoming train lights.

“The most painful was I
could see him getting to the
edge. He was getting so close,” Ab-
basi said. “And people were running
toward him and the train.

“As I was running toward the

train, the man I believe pushed
him ran the other way, and I
heard him say, ‘Goddamn moth-
erf--ker”

“I didn't think about [the
perp] until after. In that mo-
ment, I just wanted to warn the

train — to try and save a life.”

One witness said Han was
dragged 10 to 15 feet.

The train's operator was treated
for shock and brought out of the
station in a wheelchair, wesring
an oxygen mask.

“He's treumatized,” a transit
source said.

Abbasi said the driver saw his
camera flashing but told him he
couldn't stop the train fast
enough.

Han's devastated wife said she
and her husband had quarreled
before he left the house at around
11 am. and headed for Manhattan.

She told cops he'd been drink-
ing, and one witness claimed he
was the aggressor on the plat-
form, law-enforcement sources
said, adding that authorities
found a bottle of vodka on Han
afterward.

“We had a fight," the widow
said through tears. “I kept calling
him and calling him to see where
he was, but he didn't answer.”

Additional reporting by Kirstan
Conley, Jamie Schram, Jennifer
Fermino and Laurel Babcock

Jeane. com
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Cops hunt for suspect who threw
28-year-old man onto tracks ...
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Tragedy on the train tracks

Man, 58, thrown
from platform,
killed by subway

BY TIM HERRERA and
IVAN PEREIRA
timherrera@am-ny.com

As horrified straphangers
looked on, a 58-year-old man
was struck and killed by a
subway train yesterday after
he was shoved onto the
tracks during an altercation
with another man who was
stil} on the run as of press
time, according to the
NYPD.

The victim was hit by a
train on the N/Q/R line at
the 49th Street station
around 12:30 p.an,, after the al-
legedly emotionally dis-
turbed man shoved him into
the well, reports said.

The man tried crawling
back onto the platform and
screamed at the subway to
stop, but by then it was too
late and he was smashed be-
tween the train and the plat-
form, according to officials.

“He gets into an argument
and is pushing and shoving,
and at least one witness felt
that the aggressor was emo-
tionally disturbed,” said
NYPD spokesman Paul

Prince William, left, and Kate's first child will become
third in the line of succession to the throne. &)

Browne, according to The
New York Times.

“As he attempted to climb
out of the well, he was struck
by the train and got wedged
between the platform and
the train car,” Browne said.

He added that the two
men “exchanged words,”
after which the attacker
shoved the victim down onto
the tracks. He was taken to
St. Luke’s Hospital in critical
condition, where he died, ac-
cording to the MTA.

Police shut down the sta-
tion as they investigated the
scene and spoke with wit-
nesses, some of whom they
removed by van for inter-
Views.

Patrick Gomez, 37, of New
Jersey. was on the platform
when the argument hap-
pened, and said he heard a
loud “thud” when the victim
fell down onto the tracks.

“It was a lot of confusion.
It was a lot of people getting
scared,” Gomez told amNew-
York

Police are hunting the at-
tacker, who reportedly fled
from the station after the
scuffle. Police described him
as being in his mid-30s,
about 240 pounds with short
dreadlocks, and wearing a
knit cap and a down coat.

Wills, Kate welcoming a baby

The royal family is about to get
another member, as Prince Wilbam
and wife Kate have announced that
they're expecting a baby.

"Their Royal Highnesses The
Duke and Duchess of Cambridge
are very pleased to announce that
The Duchess of Cambridge is ex-
pecting a baby,” William's office
said yesterday, adding that Queen
Elizabeth and the royal tamily were
delighted.

William, Queen Elizabeth's
30-year-old grandson, is second in
line to the Britrsh throne, and thelr
first child will become the third in
succession when he or she is born.

The couple, officially known as
the Duke and Duchess of Cam-
bridge, married in April last year

"It's only been a matter of time.
Everyone has been waiting for Kate
to announce that she was preg-
nant,” said Kate biographer Clau-
dia Joseph

A spokeswoman for the couple
said 30-year-old Kate was in the
King Edward VIl Hospital in Central
London suffering from Hypereme-
sis Gravidarum, an acute morning
sickness that causes severe nau-
sea and vomiting and requires sup-
plementary hydration -and nutri-

ents. (ALY /REVTERS)

SHOP UP TU G0% OFF

The victim was struck by a train on the N/Q/R tine at 49th Street around 12:30 p.m. sy eoeomer)

J/Z line back
in service
this moming

Jand 7 trwin service
5 e to retum to the
Fulton Street and
Broed Street stations
at 6 am today after
the stations were
closer due to damage
from superstorm
Sandy

The trains had been
stopping at Chambers
Street while MTA
crews worked to repair
the damage to sgnal
wires in the stations.

The two stations ae
among the last areas
of the subway system
to restore service after
Sandy.

Earfer this week. the
R tran returmed to
lower Marhattan, ex
tending to Whitehall
Street from Queens. it
still does not run be-
tween Brooklyn and
Manhattan. (e wesew

Mike wanted Hil for mayor: Report

Mayor Mike Bloomberg
personally asked Hillary
Clinton to run for mayor of
the city in 2013, but to no
avail, The New
York Times report-
ed yesterday.

Bloomberg called
Clinton months ago

join the race, appar-

unequivocally said she's

not interested in the gig,

the Times said, citing peo-

ple who had been briefed
on the call

_ W09 Bloomberg has

long held Clinton in
high regard, even in-
viting her and Bill

Times Square ball

- -l
to encourage her to | & Qﬂclinton to the
-

ently not entirely
convinced that any Cynton
of the current candi-
dates have the gusto and ex-
perience to replace him,
the Times said.

But, Clinton, who report-
edly maintains a close rela-
tionship with Bloomberg,

drop.

Clinton, 65, will
not return for anoth-
er four-year term as secre-
tary of state after holding

the position since 2008.
The mayor’s office didn’t
return a request for com-
ment. (AMNY)
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Homeless
man charged
with shoving
straphanger
to his death
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New York Transit Workers Smell a Rat

by Nick Bedell

As any seasoned organizer knows,
the public can be fickle. But a year ago
Transit Workers Local 100 in New York
stumbled upon an enemy so scary, it
would unite subway riders and workers
in action to overcome a clear and pres-
ent danger.

This scourge of the transit system was
infecting every corner, rapidly growing
in size and number, and making life
miserable for workers and riders alike:
none other than the New York City
Subway Rat.

Local 100’s administra-
tion, headed by President

a union standby, Local 100 blew up its
union rat-balloon in front of the Par-
sons Archer station and unveiled a ban-
ner claiming New Yorkers’ right to a
vermin-free commute.

A hundred members, officers, and
staff surrounded the station entrance
chanting, “Budget cuts means rats are
back” and “You don’t want to ride with
them and we don’t want to work with
them!” They asked passengers to sign
a petition calling for a system-wide rat
eradication plan. Over 3,000 signed.

The campaign gained momentum as

John Samuelsen, had run on
a reform program, promis-
ing to rebuild steward net-
works and form coalitions
with the riding public. The
local’s newly trained stew-
ards began filing field re-
ports that rats were infesting
the system to a degree previ-
ously unseen.

The rats were on plat-
forms, in crew quarters,
crawling in subway towers,
and occasionally riding the
trains. YouTube was flooded
with videos of subway rats
and shrieking riders.

A little research revealed
that the Metropolitan Tran-
sit Authority (MTA) had stopped send-
ing out baiting crews around 2006. Rats
had the run of the place.

Rats ruled the subways until
the union and the riders
embarrassed management
into cleaning up.

At the urging of stewards in the clean-
ers’ section of the union, the local’s
safety department focused its efforts on
the most infested station in the system,
Parsons Archer in Queens. Officers had
already pushed supervisors to take ac-
tion. Grievances had been filed, and
union officers and the safety committee
had visited the site multiple times. Yet
the rats continued to rule the roost as
the garbage piled up and sat for days.

Frustrated with the slow pace of
progress, the union decided to launch a
public campaign: New Yorkers Deserve
a Rat-Free Subway.

Politicians, community groups, and
local businesses signed on. Remixing

.
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more and more members came out for
“Rat Hits” at stations all over the city.
Previously silent politicians appeared at
rallies, decrying a neglected system that
needed to be cleaned up. A legislator
brought the cause directly to the MTA’s
executive director at his confirmation
hearings in the state capital.

Regular email blasts from the union
kept petition signers up to date. Other
community groups used their connec-
tions to build momentum.

RAT HITS

West Harlem Environmental Action
(WE ACT) was a consistent partner in
the fight against rats. Members conduct-
ed surveys in their local stations, bring-
ing the cleanliness issue into the public
eye. They convened a press conference
with local politicians and organized
their members to participate in rat hits,
building " connections between riders
and workers.

After 10 to 15 rat hits, the New York-
ers Deserve a Rat-Free Subway cam-
paign launched ratfreesubways.com

DESERVE
| .o A RAT-FREE SUBWAY

S BETTER BINS * MORE PICK-UPS « MORE EXTERMINATON
= A SNT FI iy D

and announced a photo contest. Riders
were asked to submit pictures of “New
York’s Ugliest Subway Rat.” The win-
ner would get an unlimited monthly
subway pass.

Submissions trickled in slowly at first,
and we wondered whether the idea was
a flop. Then the New York Post picked
up the contest—leading to more than
250,000 hits on our website in one day
and a local, national, and international
media feeding frenzy. Every local sta-
tion, CNN, ABC, and 17 international
TV stations and newspapers picked up

and ran the story of the pho-
to contest.

Stewards were front and
center in most of the press
! pieces, taking reporters
intd rat-infested crevices
of the system to give them
an embedded reporter's
view of the battlefield.

When we awarded the
MetroCard to the contest
winner—in front of the
rat balloon, of course—
more than 30 press out-
lets showed up. The battle
against subway rats had
- hit the big time.

‘What has come of it all?
5 The MTA budgeted an
additional $1.6 million to
run new garbage trains, cre-
ating 19 new jobs. Baiting crews are out
in force for the first time in years, forc-
ing the MTA to backfill track positions
with new hires.

Parsons Archer, once the dirtiest sta-
tion in the system, is now pristine. The
garbage room is emptied daily and the
members working there rarely see a rat.
The MTA has gone on the defensive.

CHANGED IMAGE

New Yorkers Deserve a Rat-Free
Subway was about to mark its first year
when superstorm Sandy hit. :

Politicians and city leaders praised
the transit workers who were out re-
storing service. Public perception was
almost universally positive, a departure
from the trend of potshots at public sec-
tor union workers.

The fruits of a year of public out-
reach were evident. Riders are learning
they can count on Local 100 to keep up
the fight for clean, safe, reliable public
transportation. a

[Nick Bedell is education director for TWU Lo-
cal 100.]
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Subway ‘shover’ is
charged in slaying

2nd-degree murder
for homeless man

Police charged a home-
less man yesterday in the
death of a Queens father
who was pushed into the
pathofanoncommgmb-

Naeem Davis, 30, is
charged with second-de-
gree murder, attempted
murder and depraved in-
difference in the death
Monday of Ki-Suck Hnn.

of

Police sald Davis made

incriminating statements
to detectives hours after

Street and Seventh Ave-
nue, just a block north of

official declined to say
what the suspect told de-
tectives.

Han's family last night
made its first remarks
about the tragedy, with his
20-year-old daughter, Ash-

“"The !hought of some-
one helping him up in a
matter of seconds would
have been great,” she said,
according to published re-
ports. But “what’s done is
done.”

She added: “T just wish I
had one last chance to tell

my dad bow much I love
him"*

A subwiy passengers
video of the moments be-
fore the push shows a
man, identified by police
48 Han, in a heated argu-
ment with another man.

In the video, the yniden-
tified man is shown yelling
profanities and telling Han
to leave him alone. Mo-
ments later, witnesses told
police, the man pushed the
Elmhurst resident from
the platform. Other sub-
way riders reported hear-
ing the assailant talking to
himself before pushing
Han, NYPD Commission-
er Ray Kelly safd.

Han survived the fall to
the well of the tracks, but
could not climb back on to
the platform before he was
struck by a train pulling
into the station. Han was
in Manhattan on Monday
to repew his Korean pass-
port, according to police.

Lorraine Condos, still vis-
ibly shaken by the death,
said she was getting off the
train after it struck Han. *Tt
wasn'’t a jolt — it was a

Nasem Davis was charged after incriminating hinmself to

datectives, the NYPD said.

on the video resembiled
someone who often helped
street vendors, according
to the police official

On Tuesday, Kelly said
that police were offering a
$12,000 reward for informa-

OWALES EEFNT)

tion leading to an arrest in
Han's death.

Asked by reporters if
other subway riders could
have done more to help
Han get out of danger,
Kelly said he wasn't in a po-
sition to answer. “T wasn’t
there so I can’t comment
on that,” Kelly said.

AT /NEWSDAY)

Photog: | was too far away to help

The photographer
whose pictures of the man
thrown into the path of a
subway unleashed a mael-
strom of criticism said yes-
terday that he was too far
from the victim to help.

R. Umar Abbasi, a
freelance photographer for
the New York Post, said he
rapidly shot dozens of

using his flash in a
vain effort to alert the train
driver to the presence of
the stunned victim on the
tracks on Monday.

Seconds later the train
struck and killed Ki-Suck
Han, 58, of Queens, as he
tried to pull himself back
up to the platform at the
49th Street station, an inci-
dent that has struck a
nerve in a city where get-
ting jostled by strangers on

It showed Han trying to
pull himself from the
tracks and looking into the
lights of the oncoming
train with the headlines
“DOOMED" and “Pushed
on the subway track, this
man is about to dje.”

In a first-person account
the Post yesterday, Abbasi
said the incident “was one

R. Umar Abbasi on NBC's “Today” show yestarday. onc)

of the most horrible things
1 have ever seen, to watch
that man dying there.”
“The sad part is, there
were people who were

close to the victim, who
watched and didn*t do any-
thing,” he wrote. "You can
see it in the pictures.”
aanas)

GIFTS AS
MAGICAL AS

GRAND CENTRAL

HOLIDAY FAIR

76 UNIQUE VENDORS

NOW THROUGH 12/24
VANDERBILT HALL

Cops: Man
stabs gal pal
in Central Pk.

A 30-year-old man
was arvested yester-
day for allegedly siash-
ing his girifriend in the
middie of a Centrat
Park ol

Police were set last
night to charge the uni-
dentified man for as-
saulting the woman
with a knife near Cen-
tral Park West and
103rd Street around 11
am. Cops responded
to the scene and
chased the suspect up
and down a hill before

GRAND CENTRAL
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Lhota ot in ‘life-defi

BY PETE DONOHUE

and CELESTEKATZ

HEW YORK DAILY NEWS
MTA BOSS Joseph Lhota jolted
the mayoral race, announcing his
resignation so he can explore run-
ning for City Hall

“This will be a life-defining de-
cision,” he said. “I know how
challenging the job is and how
important the job is to all New
Yorkers,” hesaid.

Lhota, a Republicen, said he
hoped Lo make a decision on his
candidacy in January. Most Re-
publican insiders, however, said
he would not be walking away
from his $332,500-a-year MTA
jobifhe did notintend to run.

A Lhota candidacy would
raise the profile of the Republi-
can mayoral primary and in-
crease the likeli-
hood of a contest-
ed general elec-
tion,

Asapublic fig-
ure known for
his quick wit —
and occasional
flashes of anger

.smmmmm“m
City deputy
Known for dry hu ’
" n mor, Liota

" called Mayor

Bloomberg
mwm.mmwmmmmm“"’m“ :

aaumco.mmmvm
mayor for operations under Rudy

lar fare hike

An adviser to mayoral hopeful
and City Council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn quickly took a shot at
Lhota - a sign that Democrats
are taking him seriously.

“On the same day that he an-
nounces he's resigning from the
MTA, he saddles New Yorkers
with a bus and subway fare hike

and a ftoll increase
That's the uld-
dte  example
ol chutzpah,”
wdviser  Josh
"-rmyaaid
Lhota'srepu-
Elnlinn and pro-
file soared after

— Lhota also the MTA re-
would inject stored almost
some personali- “— " all service with-
ty into what hasbeena 0 U in g week of Hur-

lackluster campaign.

On  Wednesday, he joked
aboutt his own “profile in cour-
age” as he announced his polit-

ricane Sandy.

But as a firsi-time candidate,
and as a Republican in a Demo-
cratic city, he would face an up-

ning fmoye"

an “idiot"

[t
)

Rudy Giuliani’s administration
aretaking the lead in helping him
explore a candidacy, as is his
wife, a GOP fund-raiser Lhota
was a deputy mayor under
Giuliani.

Giuliani is onboard with a pos-
sible candidacy. But four of the
city’s five GOP county chairmen
support either former Bronx Bor-
ough President Adolfo Carrién
or supermarket magnate John
Catsimatidis.

Some business leaders have
been pleading with Lhota to run

But because Democrats enjoy
a huge voter-enrollment advan-
tage over Republicans in the city,
many business leaders still will
pick one of the Democratic can-
didates, said Kathy Wylde of the
Partnership for New York City

“They're going to look for
what's the path to victory and
that’s most likely going to be a
Demacrat,” she said

ST T —

MTA boosts
fare to $2.50
& hikes tolls

BY PETE DONOHUE
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS

THE MTA approved fare and toll
hikes Wednesday, following the
recommendation of outgoing
Chairman Joseph Lhota, who is
expected to run for mayor.

The increases include raising
the base fure o $2.50, the seven-
day MetroCard $1 to $30 and the
30-day MetroCard $8to $112

The plan trims the Pay-Per-
Ride MetroCard bonus from 7%
to 5% — but lowers the minimum
buy-in from $1010$5

The hikes beginin March

Officials said the package was
designed to minimize increases
on the most frequent riders —
those using unlimited-ride cards
— and take the sting out of increas-
esforlow-incomeriders

Board members said they were
forced to hike fares because the
MTA gets too little outside fund-
ing. “It's an unfortunate situa-
tion,” board member Mitch Pally
said. “We have only one option.”

A few members of the public
used the fare-hike vote to scoff at
the mayoral aspirations of Lhota,
whose reputation and profile
soared after the MTA quickly re-
stored almost all service after Hur-
ricane Sandy

"Thal wasn't you,™ activist
Tony Murphy said “That was
transit workers who worked
14-hour shifts. away from their
families for days.”

Most bridge and tunnel tolls
are going up 31, though the hike
will be less for E-ZPass users And
most Long Island Rail Road and
Metro-North tickets wili go up be-
tween8 1%and 4 3%

Lhota defended higher fares,
saying the MTA has cut costs

Perhaps with an eye on his
next move. Lhota said his goal 13
months ago was to change the
MTA’simage

“We're not the fat . agency
people try tv make us out to be,”
hesaid

Riders were typical New York-
ersabout the fare hike

“I dom't like it, but it's just
something you deal with,” said
Trisha Blair, a 25-year-old teach-
erfrom Manhattan

Jason Austin, a 33-year-old
Manhattanite. was angrier: “It
sucks,” he said

When asked if Lhota could
count on his vote for mayor, Aus-
linadded, “Notyet "

pdonchue@nydailynews.com

cal intentions moments after pre-  hillclimbto win. With Kenneth Lovett
siding over a politically unpopu- Members of former Mayor and Tina Moore
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